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FICTION

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl
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FEELGOOD

Jackie van Laren

Spring Greens
Book 1 of the Underneath the Trees
Feelgood Series

• Jackie van Laren has sold more than
300.000 copies in The Netherlands
• More than 30.000 copies sold of this
series to date
ABOUT THE BOOK

A sparkling new series set in the beautiful Dutch countryside, starring
a fierce and independent single mom and her young daughter.
Glorious contemporary feelgood with plenty of room for love, as
well as timely topics such as nature preservation, feminism, and
equality.

❖ Publication: Boekerij, 2021
❖ #1 Spring Greens; #2 Summer Leaves; #3 Autumn
glory; #4 Winter Sun (Christmas special)
❖ Dutch pdfs and final copies available
❖ Sample translation and detailed synopsis available

When tough, confident forester Sylvie finds out her boyfriend has
cheated on her, she decides to leave him and accept a new job in a
small town in the countryside. Sylvie swears off relationships and wants to focus on herself and her daughter Ties. Her new
house, a cute little cottage on the Woudenbergh estate, is a real bonus. The only issue: she has to convince the owner of the
estate – a grumpy recluse – to allow vacationers on the property.
Freek, the estate’s owner, is unsociable, introverted and a little out of touch with reality, but also hyperintelligent. He doesn’t
like outsiders, but when he finds out that criminal activities are taking place on his property he needs Sylvie’s help. The situation
forces him to come out of his shell, something he finds easier than expected, even though he is convinced that he’d be better off
staying far away from others. Especially from a woman as wonderful as Sylvie.
PRAISE

‘Van Laren manages excellently to put the emotions of her characters into words. Those characters are well described, not
overly romanticized, not polished, but real people.’ NBD Biblion
‘A great beach read!’ De Telegraaf Vrouw
‘A quick and delicious novel that you won’t want to put away.’ Hebban.nl
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Jackie van Laren (Amsterdam, 1968) has two great passions in life: music and stories. She
made her writing debut with the three-part Q-series. After that, she published the two-part
Vallen en Opstaan, the five-part Island Love-series, and stand-alone novels De
meisjesmagneet and Thuiskomen. Her four-part Under the Trees-series set in a Dutch nature
reserve was published in 2021.

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl
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THRILLER

Peter Römer

A Masterpiece
• A breath-taking thriller with an international
scope, set around a long-lost Rembrandt
• Italian rights recently sold at auction to
Piemme
• Sequel to be published in 2023
ABOUT THE BOOK

An art history student, a ruthless art dealer, a traumatized war veteran, and a
discovery that will shake the foundations of the art world…
Two old friends die shortly after one another. One commits suicide, the other dies of
a heart attack. A tragic coincidence – or so it seems. In any case, no one links the
deaths to a spectacular discovery the two men had just done.
❖ Publication: AW Bruna, January
2021
❖ 352 pages
Thirty years later, the Dutch art dealer Louis Post is killed in broad daylight in his
❖ Dutch pdf available
gallery in Amsterdam. Professor Arjen Hageveld suspects that his death is
❖ Full English translation available
connected to a painting that one of his students is researching. A painting that
❖ English language rights
could be a long-lost, but immensely valuable Rembrandt.
represented by Park & Fine
❖ Rights sold: Italy (Piemme)
At first, Katja Hiemstra has no idea how spectacular her discovery is. To her, the
painting she examines is mostly of personal value – it previously belonged to her
late grandfather. But the process she has started unknowingly is now
unstoppable. The stakes are high, too high, and nobody – be it in Geneva, in St.
Petersburg, or most of all in The Hague – can afford to lose…
PRAISE

A Masterpiece was nominated for the ThrillZone Awards 2021 for best Dutch Thriller
‘A hugely thrilling page-turner in the vein of Dan Brown.’ de Volkskrant
‘Massively exciting thriller set against the backdrop of dodgy international art dealership. An ingenious plot; this book is a work
of art!’ Jeroen Windmeijer, Author
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Peter Römer is a Dutch actor and author. He has also worked as a television producer,
screenwriter, and director for several years. He has written a great number of thrillers
in one of the most popular Dutch detective series of all times: Baantjer, set around a
grumpy but fair criminal investigator and his much younger right-hand man. The series
counts 88 installments to date. In 2012, Römer published Chantage, which was
nominated for the Schaduwprijs (for the best Dutch thriller debuts) and the Gouden
Strop (prize for best Dutch suspense novel).

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl
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UPMARKET FICTION

Christel Jansen

The Cruel Mother
• Compelling novel about intergenerational
trauma, love, and betrayal
• Well-researched and based on a true story
ABOUT THE BOOK

2010. Esther says goodbye to her dying mother, the famous cellist Lies Verbeek. Lies
had always been a cold and distant mother. She had denied her children’s existence
and sent Esther and her brothers into foster care when Esther was still very young.
Years later, Esther tries to understand what motivated her mother. Was it Lies’ youth
as a musical wunderkind? Or the betrayal by Esther’s father, the famous Jewish tenor
Juliusz Kaufmann, who was the love of Lies’ life? What role did Lies’ second husband,
Victor Lindenbaum, play in the family tragedy? And how did the Second World War
affect Lies’ decisions?

❖ Publication: Nieuw Amsterdam,
September 2021

All characters in this book are based on real people, of which two are still alive today.
The real Victor Lindenbaum was a renowned medical doctor and editorialist of a large
newspaper. He was known for his strong opinions, which often led to heated
discussions. All historic facts and appearances in this novel are true.

❖ 304 pages
❖ Dutch pdf available
❖ All rights available

PRAISE

‘This is the moving story of a very talented woman who lived of, for, and with her cello. In the 1930s, she married a Jewish man,
a sublime tenor. Their three children got in the way of their passion, so they erased them from their lives. A heart-rending book
that takes your breath away.’ Job Cohen, former mayor of Amsterdam
'A haunting, beautifully written novel.' NRC
‘The novel paints a portrait of a woman who deprived her eldest three children of their youth, of a biological father with
narcissistic traits, and of a – widely praised – stepfather who ignored the problems of his loved ones. Jansen wrote a
comprehensive family drama, with much compassion for her characters.’ De Telegraaf

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Christel Jansen (1961) studied Slavic languages, communication, and religious Studies. She works as
a journalist and writer and has written a number of young adult novels, editorials, and non-fiction
books. Christel is fascinated by family histories and tries to capture how intergenerational trauma
can affect family members.

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl
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THRILLER

Suzanne Vermeer

Bestselling HighConcept Holiday
Thriller Series
• Suzanne Vermeer is the #1 bestselling
thriller author in the Netherlands
• More than 3 million copies sold in the
Netherlands
• All books by Suzanne Vermeer reached
the Dutch bestseller charts
• For more information, see our separate catalogue!
• Rights sold: Sweden (Lind & Co)
ABOUT THE BOOKS

For years now, Suzanne Vermeer has been the most popular Dutch thriller author. Her fans can count on at least one new standalone thriller per season, always set around a holiday destination. Vermeer has written 27 thrillers to date. Her newest book,
titled Summer Evening, will be published in April 2021.
All books have a female lead character, who ends up on a less relaxing holiday than expected. Vermeer keeps the reader in
suspense with surprising plots, attractive antagonists, and atmospheric locations. The excitement and holiday feeling radiate
from every page – sometimes sunny, sometimes wintry. The thrill remains until the end: will the mystery be solved and can our
heroine return home safely?
So far, locations have included France, Portugal, Spain, Italy, Turkey, Croatia, Greece, Monaco, the Caribbean, the Netherlands,
Denmark, Norway, Austria, Canada, Switzerland, Germany, and Iceland. The author is open to specific requests concerning
locations, names, or themes.
PRAISE

‘Nicci French on the slopes. The way Vermeer describes a run is thrilling, especially for anyone who has ever skied before.’
Trouw on Après-ski
‘If you only ever want to read one thriller, choose this one.’ nrc.next on Black Run
‘A highly enjoyable thriller, perfect for the holidays.’ Margriet on Route du Soleil
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Suzanne Vermeer was the pseudonym of Paul Goeken, who passed away in 2011. Following his family’s wishes after his death, it
was decided to continue publishing books under the name of Suzanne Vermeer. The success of Suzanne Vermeer has only
grown since. All of Vermeer’s titles have made it onto the Dutch bestseller lists and various were nominated for awards. More
than three million of Vermeer’s books have been sold to date. Several of her titles are being made into movies.

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl
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NON-FICTION

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl
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BUSINESS

Martijn Pater & James Veenhoff

Collaborate or Die
The Changemaker’s Handbook for Co-Creation

• Nominated for Management Book of the Year
• A practical step-by-step manual for co-creation
• Co-creation has proven successful across a wide
range of industries, regardless of topic,
language, or culture
• The authors have done over 2500 co-creation
sessions in 48 cities, in 36 countries, with major
international corporations such as Heineken,
WWF, Shell, Volkswagen, and Rabobank
❖
❖
❖
❖

ABOUT THE BOOK

Publication: Van Duuren, 2022
200 pages
Full English pdf available
All rights available

The years between ‘today’ and 2030 have been dubbed the ‘Decade of Action’, in
which we need to find sustainable solutions to all the world’s biggest challenges
before it is too late. However, nobody can make the changes we need alone. So
more than ever, companies can and must connect with others to use their
business as a force for progress. How? By using the power of co-creation. Co-creation is about bringing things into being,
forming them out of nothing. It holds an almost unbelievable promise: are we actually able to create something new, right here
on the spot? Is it actually possible to set up a structured process that makes creativity happen? Martijn Pater and James Veenhof
can answer that affirmatively: YES.
In this practical, action-oriented, and easy-to-read book, the authors take us on a step-by-step journey towards impact. Building
on over 15 years of international experience with corporates, start-ups, NGOs, and governments, they de-mystify the term cocreation, describe key types and trends and share their Five Guiding Principles.
Laced with practical tips and inspiring case examples, this book is a must-read for anyone interested in unleashing the power of
co-creation to make progress. Do you want to find out how Rainforest Alliance, WWF, Heineken, and Philips and the like apply
co-creation? This is the book for you.
‘I think we should always be running a process like this. It should just be a part of the organization.

Generate, innovate, co-create, implement — repeat.’ Daniel Katz, Founder Rainforest Alliance
ABOUT THE AUTHORS

About the authors: James Veenhoff and Martijn Pater are the
founders of Fronteer, a B-Corp Certified strategy firm from
Amsterdam. One is an anthropologist, the other an engineer.
Their complementary perspectives form the basis for their
successful co-creative approach.

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl
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HISTORICAL NON-FICTION

Henk Steenhuis & Marcel Prins

Hidden like Anne Frank
Fourteen true stories of betrayal

• Over 100.000 copies sold in the US
• 14 moving stories of young Jewish Holocaust
survivors who went into hiding
• Internationally renowned project, including
an interactive website and educational
material
ABOUT THE BOOK

Jaap Sitters was only eight years old when his mother cut the yellow stars off his
clothes and sent him – alone – on a fifteen-mile walk to hide with relatives. It was
a terrifying night, one he would never forget. Before the end of the war, Jaap
would hide in secret rooms and behind walls. He would suffer from hunger,
sickness, and the looming threat of Nazi raids. But he would live.
This is just one of the incredible stories told in Hidden Like Anne Frank, a collection
of eye-opening first-person accounts that share what it was like to go into hiding
during World War II. Some children were only three or four years old when they
were hidden; some were teenagers. Some hid with neighbors or family, while
many others had to stay with complete strangers. But all know the pain of losing
their homes, their families, even their own names. They describe the secret
network of brave people who kept them safe. And they share the coincidences and
close escapes that made all the difference.

❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

First published: Querido 2011
240 pages
Dutch pdf available
Full English translation available
Rights sold: German, Spanish,
World English

PRAISE

‘…these few voices stand out and speak for the millions whose stories remain untold…. These accessible stories, full of hard
truths, are touching, thrilling, and agonizing by turns… worthy addition to the library of remembrance.’ New York Times Book
Review
‘Each memoir is poignant and heartrending on its own, and the compilation gives the reader a stunning sense of the horror of
the Holocaust. Terrifying, haunting, and powerful.’ Kirkus, starred review
‘These first-person stories of heroism and inhumanity explore the true scope of Holocaust atrocities, while also serving as a
testament to resilience.’ Publishers Weekly, starred review
ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Marcel Prins was inspired by his mother to create this project. She went into
hiding in 1942 to escape Nazi persecution. She was just six years old. Marcel Prins
is an award-winning documentary filmmaker and cameraman. He lives in Utrecht,
the Netherlands. Henk Steenhuis is a journalist and philosophy editor for Trouw
daily newspaper in Amsterdam, the Netherlands.

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl
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SPORTS MEMOIR

André Hoogeboom

Max

The Dutch master

• Fully revised edition including races of 2020
and 2021
• 100.000+ copies sold in the Netherlands
• Rights sold: France (Marabout), Italy
(Piemme), Germany (Lübbe), Russia (Eksmo),
World English (EVRO), Spain (Planeta)
ABOUT THE BOOK

Max tells the story of the youngest ever winner of the most expensive sports in the
world: the Formula 1. At the 2015 Australian Grand Prix, when he was only
seventeen, he became the youngest driver to compete in Formula 1. On Sunday,
May 15, 2016, Verstappen also wrote world history as the youngest ever winner of
the Grand Prix of Spain on the Circuit de Catalunya in Barcelona.
Max is the unauthorized story of Max Verstappen’s path to the top of the
international car racing sport. André Hoogeboom spoke at length with many people
who have accompanied him on his journey to the heights of Formula 1. The book is
being fully revised to include the races of 2020 and 2021 and reads as an exciting
adventure story.

❖ Publication: Xander, April 2020
❖ 320 pages
❖ Dutch pdf and finished copies
available

❖ Full English translation available

Max Verstappen is 2021 world champion Formula 1, after beating his main
opponent Lewis Hamilton in a spectacular final race in Abu Dhabi

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

André Hoogeboom is a Dutch journalist and writer specializing in Formula 1. He currently runs
a press and consultancy agency. This unauthorized biography was first published in The
Netherlands in 2016 and has been expanded and updated since. Hoogeboom’s other books
about motorsport include a history of Zandvoort (his country's premier racetrack), a story
about Dutch car manufacturer Spyker (including its short-lived F1 experience), and two novels,
Deadly Ambition and Sabotage.

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl
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PSYCHOLOGY, BUSINESS, SELF-HELP

Berthold Gunster

Omdenken Series
• More than 750,000 copies sold in the
Netherlands alone
• Longest-standing book ever on the Dutch
bestseller lists
• Rights sold: Russia (MIF), Italy (Feltrinelli), and
Germany (Campus)
• The essential guide to positive thinking in
difficult situations
• See our separate folder for more information!

❖ Publication: AW Bruna/Omdenken BV
❖ Dutch pdfs and final copies available
❖ Full English and German translations
available

❖ English language rights represented by

ABOUT THE SERIES

‘Omdenken’, the Dutch art of flip-thinking, essentially means to turn a problem into
Jaidree Braddix, Park & Fine
an opportunity. This positive and solution-based popular psychology is the basis of
❖ Successful podcast and theatre show
Berthold Gunster’s immense success as an international motivational speaker,
author and positivity guru. His main point: anyone can create something new and joyful out of a problem. His method does not
only take away a problem, it also creates a new opportunity.
Gunster’s practical books teach you what to do when you are confronted with a problem in various situations, whether it is at
work, at home with your children, or in your free time. ‘Omdenken’ is a method that teaches you how to make problems vanish,
or (in some cases) how to flip-think. Step by step, Gunster shows you how to deal with each problem constructively
HUH?! is a practical guide to help you find your Yes-and mindset. This book contains 15 strategies through which a problem can

be made into an opportunity. The result? Creativity, innovation, and renewal. More than 100.000 copies sold.

AS EXPECTED, WE GOT THE UNEXPECTED: provides a new perspective on Omdenken, and continues where Huh?! ended. This
book teaches you how to manage your expectations and deal with reality. This is a more in-depth and philosophical exploration
of the Omdenken technique.
OMDENKEN GIFT BOOK SERIES: Omdenken for people in a hurry! these four small-sized booklets explain the Omdenken

technique in a fun and compact way. The little red booklet that decorates the bookshelf in 1 out of every 10 households in The
Netherlands explains in short what Omdenken means and how to practice it. Its three sequels focus each on a specific aspect of
life: parenting, at work, and in communication.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Berthold Gunster (1959) is the inventor of flip-thinking. He has written eleven
bestsellers about his philosophy. Together with a team of coaches and actors,
Berthold Gunster produces lectures and theatre shows that tour in the
Netherlands and abroad.

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl
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SELF-HELP, LEADERSHIP, SPORTS

Lucas Verweij

The Split Second Decision
And other things a referee can teach you

• A unique perspective on management, leadership,
and decision making and a rare look into the mind
of a football referee
• Preface by world-renowned FIFA referee Björn
Kuiper
• Learn how to make split-second decisions, to
always be right, to stay focussed, to stay humble,
and much more
ABOUT THE BOOK

Can a referee really be unbiased? Are bigger football clubs being given an advantage?
How can anyone make a split-second decision? What do you do if you know you’ve
made a mistake but you can’t go back? What does it feel like to either send a player
off or to become the scapegoat? In The Split Second Decision, referee and author
Lucas Verweij shines his light on the greatest football referees and their historical
moments in football history. He explains what really goes on in the mind of a referee
and what we can learn from them. After reading this book, watching football will
never be the same!

❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

Publication: Prometheus, 2021
264 pages
Dutch pdf available
All rights available
English Sample translation
available soon

Lucas Verweij builds a bridge between football and self-learning, using the rules on the field as a basis for learning something
about yourself. The book handles universal themes such as doubt, concentration, teamwork, and authority. It shows that even
the microworld of football referees, with its own laws and many unwritten rules, can harbor all sorts of life lessons.
The red card for Zidane in his last game in 1998, the disappointing World Championship final for The Netherlands in 2010, a
corrupt German referee, and an outstanding female one: The Split Second Decision is the ultimate book for anyone wanting to
improve themselves, on or off the field. The book includes a foreword by Björn Kuipers, one of the best Dutch referees of all
time, who refereed the European Championship final between Italy and England in July 2021.
PRAISE

‘Verwey offers insights into all sorts of leadership aspects on the field, by quoting philosophers, psychologists, and management
gurus. (…) a handbook that teaches better decision-making, concentration, and self-reflection.’ Trouw
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Lucas Verweij referees amateur football for the German Football Association in Berlin
since 2015. Before that, he refereed for the Dutch National Football Association KNVB.
Besides an expert on arbitrage, Verwey is also Head of the department of Education in
Art ArtEZ, University of the Arts in Zwolle, the Netherlands.

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl
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PSYCHOLOGY, SELF-HELP

René Diekstra

Talking to Your
Parents
A guide to really get to know your parents

• Self-help from an internationally renowned
and distinguished psychologist
• Over 10.000 copies sold in the Netherlands
• For fans of Elma van Vliet’s Tell me-series
• Full of practical advice, interview charts, and
background information
ABOUT THE BOOK

To know where you’re going, you have to know where you came from. This simple
idea is the starting point of René Diekstra’s immensely popular course in life cycle
psychology and the basis for Talking to Your Parents. This practical self-help guide
is a must-read for anyone who wants to get to know their parents.

❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

Publication: Xander, 2022
144 pages
Dutch pdf available
Sample translation available soon
All rights available

Think about your father or mother and ask yourself: ‘What do I know about you?
Of your life path, as a child, teenager, young adult, of the events that shaped you
as a person and as my parent and of the dreams you cherished and maybe still cherish?’ If you don’t know the answer or realize
that it’s ‘little’, you shouldn’t underestimate the importance of talking to your parents. The story of your parents is a crucial
determinant of your own story, your life’s path. The more you know and understand about them, the better you’ll know and
understand yourself.
This book is based on life cycle psychology and helps you interview your family members in-depth, on the foundation of a
scientifically determined interview chart. It is full of practical tools for beginning a conversation and keeping it on track. It also
includes a handy fill-in part.

‘To know where you’re going, you have to know where you came from.’
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

René Diekstra is a Dutch psychologist, editor and author. He
introduced Rational-Emotive Therapy and cognitive behavioral therapy
in the Netherlands and was the founder of Psychologie Magazine. He
was also the first Dutch psychologist to become a member of the
World Health Organisation (WHO) in Geneva and led the program
Psychosocial Factors of Health and Development. In this context, he
took the initiative for several international and still functioning
research programs on causes for suicidal behavior. For this work, he
received the Stengel Award, an international research prize from the
International Association for Suicide Prevention.

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl
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PSYCHOLOGY

Bianca Toeps

I am Autastic
• First book in successful HEADLINES series
• More than 20.000 copies sold in the
Netherlands
• A refreshing mix of personal experience,
popular science, humor, and practical
advice
ABOUT THE BOOK

Author Bianca Toeps has autism and although she does adore trains, there are
plenty of other stereotypes that don’t apply to her. For instance that she isn’t
creative or sociable.
In I am Autastic, Bianca explains in very clear language and with a lot of humor
what it means to be autistic. She discusses the issues she encounters in her
daily life, interviews experts on the subject, and elaborates on what she
hopes to never hear about people with autism ever again. This book is a
personal story as well as a fun and critical (pop) scientific exploration of
autism. Bianca also provides practical tips and tricks on how to best deal with
certain situations, both for people with autism and for the people around
them.

❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

First published: Blossom Books, 2018
224 pages
Full English translation available soon
Dutch final pdf available
Separate Headlines catalogue available soon

I am Autastic gives a clear image of what it’s like to have autism. This is a must-read for anyone who is on the spectrum, knows
someone with autism, or for anyone who wants to know more and understand autism better.
‘A fresh and light-hearted perspective on autism’ Autism Magazine

HEADLINES SERIES
I am Autastic is the first book in the successful Headlines Series: books by people writing from and about their personal
experiences with mental illnesses. The authors shed light on disorders like ADHD, borderline, depression, or autism, interview
specialist and scientist, and share their own experiences in an engaging and accessible way.
•
•
•
•

Over 40.000 copies sold of books in this series
Currently four titles available; themes: autism, ADHD, borderline and anxiety disorder
four new titles scheduled for 2022, themes: depression, eating disorders, BDD and bipolar disorder
More information on the Headlines Series will be available in a separate catalogue soon

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Bianca Toeps (1984) is a photographer, web developer, and blogger. She blogs and twitters
mostly about autism, travel and society. I am Autastic is her first book. Bianca recently
moved to Japan.

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl
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HISTORICAL NON-FICTION

Sandra van Beek

The History of a Diary
Otto Frank and his daughter’s diary

• The history of one of the world’s most
famous books
• 25th June 2022 marks the 75th anniversary of
the publication of The Diary of Anne Frank
• Sandra van Beek is the maker of a
documentary on the life of Otto Frank
ABOUT THE BOOK

On June 25th, 2022, it will be exactly 75 years ago that the most famous diary of the
20th century – Anne Frank: The Diary of a Young Girl – was first published. It is one
of the most-read books worldwide of all time, selling more than 30 million copies
in sixty-seven languages.
Without the intense effort of Otto Frank, Anne’s father, who was the only
member of the family to survive the war, this success would have been
unthinkable. After the war, he dedicated his life to publishing his daughter’s
diary.

❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

Publication: Pluim, 2022
150 pages
Dutch pdf available
Sample translation available soon
All rights available

Journalist and film-researcher Sandra van Beek has looked into this history in depth. She describes Otto Frank’s work
meticulously and tells the captivating story of the troubled history behind this iconic book. She focuses on The Netherlands,
Germany, and the United States while showing convincingly that the history of the publication of Anne Frank: The Diary of a
Young Girl cannot be seen as separate from the development of Dutch society in the years after the war.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Sandra van Beek is a journalist, translator and film researcher. She has made many
documentaries with filmmaker Kees Hin and published several books. More
information about Sandra on https://www.sandravanbeek.nl/.

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl
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NATURE

Nils van Duivendijk

Handbook European Birds
The definitive reference for birdwatchers

• The best and most complete birddetermination handbook available, a
must-have for any birder
• Lots of foreign interest!
• The new standard for birddetermination; includes all European
birds, as well as almost all vagrants
• Includes 5500 photos, carefully selected by wellknown bird photographer Marc Guyt
ABOUT THE BOOK

❖
❖
❖
❖

Publication: KNNV Uitgeverij, May 2022
1050 pages (#1: 640pp; #2: 416pp)
Dutch pdf available soon
All rights available

This set of two books is a unique crossover between a bird guide and a
determination handbook. Dutch top-birder Nils van Duivendijk spent ten years
working on this project, together with renowned bird photographer Marc Guyt. All
relevant characteristics of 720 European bird species are displayed and brought to life through spectacular images and photos.
This is the new standard for determining birds in all their different plumage.
With the indispensable overview of a field guide and the extended information on characteristics, moult, age and gender, this
book is a crucial addition to the library of any birder, be they beginners or professionals. Handbook European Birds is clear,
practical and exhaustive.
ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Nils van Duivendijk is a pulmonary function technologist, but has been a fanatic birder interested in determination since he was
a child. He is the author of the Dutch Birding Characteristics Guide and the Advanced Bird ID Guide. Marc Guyt is the founder
and owner of the nature image library AGAMI. He is an enthusiastic photographer of birds and nature and a globetrotter.

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl
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NARRATIVE NON-FICTION

Philip Dröge

The Mother City
Jakarta, a family history

• Winner of Best Book of 2022, AD
• Featured on ‘Best of 2021 nonfiction’ lists by
Trouw and Het Parool
• Shortlisted for the Libris Geschiedenis Prijs
2021, Dutch national award for best historical
nonfiction
• Beautiful blend of travelogue, family chronicle,
and colonial history by bestselling author
• Translation grant available from Dutch
Foundation for Literature
ABOUT THE BOOK

❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

Publication: Spectrum, February 2021
448 pages
Dutch pdf + final copies available
Sample translation available
Rights sold: Italy (Keller Editore)

In The Mother City Philip Dröge explores traces of the old colonial town of Batavia
in the modern Indonesian capital Jakarta. For over three centuries his ancestors
lived in this city. Who were they? What was their city like? A genetic test finds
Indonesian, Chinese and even Papua DNA in the author’s body. What kind of people were his Asian ancestors?

During his enthralling search for answers, Dröge unveils the history of Jakarta and discovers some dark secrets about his family.
He finds unexpected ancestors, among whom a German soldier involved in ethnic cleansing, a female slave from Sumbawa, a
Dutch harem-keeper and a Chinese woman with exceptionally long ear lobes.
The Mother City is the intimate biography of a megalopolis. From humble beginnings to the present city of thirty million, it is a
chronicle of four centuries of love, violence, slavery, sex, suppression, and hope.
PRAISE

‘Dröge infuses the history of his maternal ancestors with impressions of modern Jakarta. The result is a sophisticated story filled
with gorgeous sentences.’ Trouw
‘A refreshing and thrilling travelogue… Philip Dröge is the kind of storyteller one would wish for as their history teacher. A broad
view, enthralling stories, every hour spent reading this book is a pleasure.’ NRC Handelsblad
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Philip Dröge is a journalist, columnist and commentator. He writes for various magazines and is a
sought-after guest on talk shows. His earlier books, De Schaduw van Tambora (Tambora’s Shadow)
and Moresnet were well-received in the Dutch press.

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl
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POPULAR SCIENCE, GARDENING

Katja Staring

Plant Chemistry
Turn your garden into a lab

• Perfect for everyone looking to lead a
greener life and produce less waste
• Learn how to grow and create your own
green beauty products and medicine
• Beautifully designed full-color interior
ABOUT THE BOOK

A green garden is a treasure chest of natural ingredients. This book is for the
DIY-gardener who loves experimenting and likes using the natural cycle of
their garden. In this practical book, you will find all the secrets of the active
agents in your plants. Mix your own compost and topsoil, or brew liquid manure,
garlic spray, and anti-itch ointments.

❖
❖
❖
❖

Publication: KNNV, July 2021
136 pages
Dutch pdf + final copies available
English sample translation
available
❖ All rights available

With your own garden’s chemistry, you can feed your plants and fight
infestations naturally. You can make your own plant-based fertilizer, anti-slug
spray, and soil enhancer. Or take your garden’s power into your house by
creating organic colorants, an all-purpose cleaner, or after-sun cream. Plant Chemistry fits right into a lifestyle of wastereduction and circular living.
PRAISE

‘From plant-based fertilizer, anti-slug spray to soil-enhancers with plants from your garden. Katja Staring will give you a crash
course in plant chemistry.’ Vroege Vogels (radio show)
‘The author is a DIY-er pur sang who knows exactly how to convey her enthusiasm for garden experiments. Her recipes are clear
and creative.’ NBD Biblion

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Katja Staring is a journalist, blogger, and photographer, writing and publishing about
green subjects. As a green Instagrammer, she can be found with the handle
@DailyGreenspiration.

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl
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INSPIRATIONAL MEMOIR

David Samwel Bol

Farewell Singha
Adoption, anorexia, and love: my search for a
happy life

• Taboo-breaking story about anorexia among
men
• An honest and emotional story written from an
unusual perspective
• Extensive media-attention in the Netherlands
ABOUT THE BOOK

As a baby, David Samwel was found abandoned on the steps of a temple in southern
Thailand. His caretakers named him Singha, Thai for lion. Singha was adopted by his
new parents in The Netherlands when he was two, and they renamed him David. As
David grew older, he started having more and more questions about his past.
Somewhere out there someone knew the truth about him. Someone who had held
him and had looked him in the eyes. He knew there had been a moment when he had
looked back, right into the eyes of the one person in the world who was most like
him.

❖ Publication: Meulenhoff
❖
❖
❖
❖

Boekerij, September 2021
248 pages
Dutch pdf available
Sample translation available
All rights available

David’s insecurities grow as he gets older. The only thing he seems to have control over is his own body. But the restrictive rules
he sets for food intake and exercise slowly get the better of him, until there is almost nothing left. Farewell Singha is David’s
search for balance under incredibly difficult circumstances: adoption and anorexia nervosa. This book is both heartrending and
hopeful, mysterious and inspiring. Written straight from the heart, David Samwel talks of loneliness and love, doubts and trust.
Farewell Signha is the result of a desperate search for identity.
‘I already knew that David had a unique history. I discovered this when we visited the orphanage he had come from in Thailand,
and the temple where he was found. But that he would be able to put it to paper – that was new. David possesses the special
skill of making deep observations in just a few words, to cause goosebumps or draw tears. A strength that I envy. David’s story
goes through the bone and reading his words was the greatest discovery so far.’ Thomas Olde Heuvelt
‘David Samwel’s debut reads like a captivating novel, but is actually a heart-wrenching account of his own life, full of
unanswered questions and the tough battle with anorexia.’ Elegance
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

David Samwel was born in Thailand and came to The Netherlands in 1996, bearing only the name
‘Singha’ – Thai for lion. He grew up in a village near Nijmegen. Farewell Singha is his first book.

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl
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POPULAR SCIENCE

Menno van Doorn, Sander Duivestein, Thijs Pepping

Real Fake
Playing with reality in the age of AI

• With an introduction by internationally
renowned author and critic Andrew Keen
• From deceitful hieroglyphs to computergenerated influencers and the future of deep
fake
• A hopeful view towards the digital future
ABOUT THE BOOK

Manipulation, influence and disinformation are as old as time. Humanity has always
felt the need to play with reality, but never before has it been so easy and so
convincing. How do we keep a grip on society now that artificial intelligence is
becoming a serious player in the manipulation game?
The authors of Real Fake invite you to join them on a historical rollercoaster ride of
disinformation and media manipulation: from deceitful hieroglyphs to computergenerated influencers and the future of deep fakes.

❖
❖
❖
❖

Publication: BOT, September 2021
350 pages
Dutch pdf available
Full English translation available

As opposed to most books on changing realities, Real Fake looks beyond the scenarios of fear. For new realities might also
inspire positive changes, new developments and wealth. The authors show us a bright future by focusing on inspiring stories and
possibilities, and new ethics of reality.
PRAISE

‘You won’t find a more current book. While others send out warnings against the worlds of deep fakes and fake news, this book
puts the reader at ease. Real Fake optimistically presents the playful side of “reality as a platform”. Real Fake is anything but
fake.’ Andrew Keen
ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Sander Duivestein is a keynote speaker, trend analyst, internet entrepreneur and strategy consultant on the impact of digital
technology.
Menno van Doorn is IT researcher and fascinated by human behaviour. He specializes in consumer psychology and advertising
science and he is director of SogetiLabs' Research Institute.
Thijs Pepping has a double master’s degree from the University of Humanistic Studies. He is fascinated by the relationship
between people and technology, especially when it comes to questions regarding life and death, love, the art of living, and the
experience of time and reality. His philosophical reflections and critical notes can be found regularly in newspapers and public
talks, on YouTube and in more intimate settings with organizations.

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl
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JOURNAL SERIES

Cynthia Schultz

Plan Fanatic Series
• 14 stylish and practical journal designs
• More than 70.000 copies sold in the
Netherlands
• Includes online planning course and
various challenges
• NEW! Good Work: the plan fanatic
method and how to use it
ABOUT THE SERIES

When entrepreneur and famous Dutch beauty blogger Cynthia Schultz found
herself in the middle of a burn-out, she rediscovered planning. She realized
that she could manage her time more efficiently and have more
time for hobbies if she planned her tasks and deadlines, and didn’t take
on more than she could handle. To help others do the same, she
❖ Publication: Blossom Books
developed the Plan Fanatic Planner, soon followed by additional Plan
❖ 14 planner designs, more than 70.000
copies sold in the Netherlands
Fanatic products. Over the years, she designed a series of 14 beautifully
❖ Dutch pdfs and final copies available
designed and practical journals. To help her audience to make the best of
upon request
their scheduling and planning, Cynthia also offers online planning courses
and challenges, available via a QR-code in the books, which she can make
available in other languages as well.
The Plan Fanatic series consists of general planners, lined notebooks, a business planner, an agenda, to do-lists, wine notes, a
desk planner and diaries. See the separate folder and Cynthia’s website for more information.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Cynthia Schultz (30) is a fanatic planner and entrepreneur. She was one of first and most successful beauty bloggers in the
Netherlands. Cynthia currently runs two businesses and writes for various magazines. She started the Plan Fanatic line in 2013.

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl

22

MORE
OPPORTUNITIES

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl

23

HISTORICAL NON-FICTION

Claudia Carli

As Long as I Hope
to Live
The moving true story of a Jewish girl and her
schoolfriends under Nazi occupation

• A moving account of WWII from the
perspective of Jewish teens
• For readers of The Cut Out Girl
• World English rights pre-empted by Hodder
UK
ABOUT THE BOOK

The true and moving holocaust story of Jewish schoolgirl Alie Lopes Dias and the
fate of her school friends in Amsterdam. Only six of the 19 survived the war.
Through the discovery of a precious friendship album which belonged to 12-yearold Alie, a Jewish schoolgirl in Amsterdam, Claudia Carli has traced and preserved
the lives of an entire class of girls, most of whom did not survive the War.

❖ Publication: Meulenhoff Boekerij,
❖
❖
❖
❖

September 2019; Hodder, August 2021
300 pages
Dutch pdf + finished copies available
Full English translation available
World English rights sold to Hodder &
Stoughton

Alie and her friends are brought touchingly and vividly to life, along with their
writings, in this extraordinary book. Their everyday hopes, pleasures and longings are offset by the constant fear of a knock on
the door, a missing friend from class, a family member taken away.
Alie and her mother were to die in Sobibor in 1943. Alie’s sister Gretha survived Auschwitz and kept her promise to her sister to
preserve the friendship album so long as she hoped to live. This book will sit alongside Anne Frank’s diary and The Cut Out Girl as
a unique window into occupied Amsterdam and the girls who will now never be forgotten.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

In 2012 Claudia Carli was handed the friendship album of the Jewish
girl Alida ‘Alie’ Lopes Dias. Carli's extensive research on Alida, her family, and
the girls from the album – including interviews with three survivors –
resulted in an impressive amount of material. That material formed the basis
for As Long as I Hope to Live.

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl
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GARDENING

Anne Wieggers

Sustainable Gardening
• Accessible DIY-book by famous Dutch
garden expert
• For outdoor spaces of all sizes and shapes:
no large garden required
ABOUT THE BOOK

Every day, we are confronted with sad news about insect extinctions, the
disappearance of bird species and horror stories about the climate. But what if
you could make a difference on your own patch of soil or balcony, even if you
don’t have a green thumb?
This book is intended for experienced gardeners and starters alike; for people
with a small courtyard or balcony, and for people that own an enviable piece of
land. With its clear illustrations, beautiful photographs, and accessible
instructions, this isn’t just a gardening book but an inspiring must-read. Ranging
from a year-round flowering garden to what you can do to help nature along, and
how to grow your own food – you will find all the practical advice you need to
create a fantastic outdoor space that teems with life. A sustainable garden is a
wonderful destination, a place you share with nature.

❖
❖
❖
❖

Publication: Volt, June 2020
256 pages
Dutch pdf + final copies available
Ssample translation available soon

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Anne Wieggers is The Netherlands’ most well-known sustainable gardener. She designs,
writes, teaches, and is the chief editor of gardening magazine Gardener’s World. The
common theme in all of her work is her conviction that we can not only make our gardens
and balconies look beautiful, but also make them into spaces valuable to nature. Anne began
her career down a very different path: in the cultural world and (green) politics. During her
degree in Art History, she would often loose her group during visits to historic mansions,
because she was so drawn to the gardens. When she was supposed to study ancient ruins in
Rome, she was more interested in the wild flowers that grew among them, and the umbrella
pines over her head. She should have known then that she would move in this direction.
After many happy years and an enthusiastic gardener, she can’t imagine doing anything else.

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl
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JOURNAL

Petra van Dreumel

A Little Book of
Happiness
• For readers of Elle Luna, Haemin Sunim,
and Meera Lee Patel
• Beautifully designed guided journal
• For anyone who would like to be more
aware of their daily moments of
happiness
ABOUT THE BOOK

All her life, Petra van Dreumel has been searching for happiness. During this
quest, she realized that happiness is not a permanent state – it is mostly
found in being aware of happy moments. Sometimes, we just have to sharpen
our senses to experience happiness.
In A Little Book of Happiness Petra helps us to recognize five different kinds of
happy moments we experience every day, but tend to overlook. This book is
designed to cherish those moments and to preserve them. It contains
wonderful hand-written quotes, colorful illustrations that create instant
feelings of joy, clear explanations and
challenges, and enough space to write down your thoughts and happy moments.

❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

Publication: Meulenhoff Boekerij, April 2021
160 pages
Dutch pdf + final copies available
Interior images free of rights
Sample translation available soon

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Petra van Dreumel (1983) is a marketing manager for a hotel group and mother to a toddler. In her free time, she loves to
illustrate. When a car accident left her bedridden for three months, she found herself re-evaluating her life and work and
coming to surprising insights. To keep the peace, reflection, and positivity going Petra decided to design various exercises, which
she shared with her family and friends. They became the basis for her first book, The Happiness Crash Course (2019).

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl
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COOKBOOK

Stephanie Verstift

The Grateful Kitchen
(Mundekulla Cooks)
• Winner Best Hotel Cookbook in the
World
• Winner Gourmand Awards 2020 Best
Hotel Cookbook Sweden
• Winner Gourmand Awards 2020 Best
Vegetarian Cookbook Sweden
ABOUT THE BOOK

Good food doesn't have to be complicated. The simplest food is often the
tastiest, warmest, and most natural. To cook, all you need are your hands,
your heart, your brain, and your curiosity. A kitchen comes in handy too!

❖
❖
❖
❖

Publication: Summer 2020
176 pages
Full English pdf available
The author holds rights to all designs and
photo material
❖ Rights sold: Dutch (Brandt); Sweden
(Bazar)

Mundekulla Cooks invites love, experimentation, sustainability and creativity in the kitchen. The book contains over 70 of the
best vegetarian and vegan recipes. All dishes have a vegan base that is high in protein, with optional vegetarian side dishes. The
recipes are based on knowledge of ingredients, flavors and taste groups, playing with color and shape, good nutrition, culinary
games, circular gastronomy, and beauty. They stimulate the imagination and enrich your experience in the kitchen.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Originally from the Netherlands, Stephanie discovered the magic of southern Sweden. She left her work as a strategic consultant
in Utrecht and her teaching job at the Willem de Kooning Academy of Arts in Rotterdam for a life in the Swedish countryside.
There she was able to pour her love for sustainable development, creativity, and organization into a completely new challenge:
as the chef of the restaurant in one of Sweden's most beloved retreat centers in the forests of Mundekulla.

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl
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NATURE WRITING

Lidewey van Noord

Solitary Adventures
Everything you need to know about hiking alone

• For fans of Raynor Winn, Cheryl Strayed and
Rebecca Solnit’s Wanderlust
• Inspiring and practical advice for the (female)
solitary hiker
• Extensive media coverage in the Netherlands
ABOUT THE BOOK

Writers and philosophers alike agree: to really enjoy a walk, one has to be alone. You
hear and see more, and experience the landscape in a fundamentally different way.
Moreover, when you surrender to nature you are never truly alone. That is all fine in
theory. However, Lidewey van Noord discovered that there are some decidedly less
romantic aspects to hiking through nature on your own.

❖ Publication: KNNV, October 2020
❖ 128 pages
❖ Dutch pdf + final copies available

On her solo-hikes through the Piedmontese Apennines – without mobile phone service
– she found herself confronted with all her fears: What if I break a leg or I get lost?
How do I deal with the three fat bulls in the meadow that I have to cross? What if there is a creep lurking behind that chestnut
tree?
Joy conquered fear again and again, and so Lidewey decided to write this handbook for the solitary hiker. It includes every
reason for going hiking alone and a lot of great tips for safe solitary walks and overcoming your fears.
PRAISE

'Ideal for anyone who wants to go hiking on their own. Van Noord describes her hikes through northern Italy in a catchy way and
provides solutions for small and large problems that she encountered on her journey.' AD Magazine

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Lidewey van Noord (1985) has written four sportsbooks and a travel guide. Last year, she
published her book Terug naar de natuur (Back to Nature), in which she makes an argument for
more connection with nature and the food we eat. Her debut Pellegrina was nominated for
sports book of the year 2016, and won the Zinnen Roës Award. Her work has been translated
into German and Czech.

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl
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THRILLER

Jens Vern

The Power of K
• The Firm meets The Circle meets Paranoia
• Shortlisted for De Gouden Strop, a renowned
annual Dutch thriller prize
• International setting
• Timely topic: the use and misuse of online
data
ABOUT THE BOOK

When Tim Turner gets hired by the prestigious Keeler Company in Washington, just
after graduating university, he isn’t quite sure what is happening to him. He gets an
IT-job, a luxury apartment, a fantastic salary and a very quick promotion. But then
he meets a mysterious person who calls himself The Friend. This enigmatic man
warns him about the dark side of the company. Tim decides to do his own research
and discovers that strange things are happening in The Keeler Company and that
critical staff members are disappearing.

❖
❖
❖
❖
❖

Publication: Volt, February 2020
384 pages
Dutch pdf + and final copies available
Sample translation available
All rights available

Once Tim finds out that he is in danger, The Friend helps him obtain a new identity
and escape to The Hague, where he can start anew. He feels safe there, until he
meets the impressive Emily Green. She turns out to have more in common with Tim than he thinks.

Whom can you trust, when nothing is what it seems? And can you ever really escape your past in this day and age?
PRAISE:

‘Jens Vern sucks you into the world of data security – a sinister, life-threatening world. Exactly the type of plot I love!’ Charles
den Tex (author)
'A fabulously well-written and riveting thriller. The short chapters generate great tension with their changing perspectives. It
isn’t only an extremely exciting story, but also one that addresses an important and timely subject: what are the big tech
companies doing with our data?' Jeroen Windmeijer (author)
‘The book is timely (…), especially as discussions around data are on the rise. Think about the covid-app, for example. It’s about
how data can be used for good, but also it can become extremely dangerous.’ Jury of De Gouden Strop
ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Jens Vern is the pseudonym for Sander Verheijen (1974). Sander has worked as a thriller editor and
marketing manager for several publishing houses. He is the founder of the websites Crimezone and
Hebban, the largest book website of The Netherlands and Flanders. In November 2017,
HarperCollins Holland published his very well-received autobiographical debut Ik kan er nét niet bij
(I can almost reach it).

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl
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UPMARKET FICTION

Nancy Olthoff

The Roller Coaster
Tester
• For readers of Graeme Simsion and Jonas
Jonasson
• A heart-warming and moving debut
• A tragicomic story of grief, being different and
letting go
• shortlisted for the Hebban Debut Prize 2021
ABOUT THE BOOK

Herman van Dusselen is 32 years old and ‘a little different’. Or anyway , that’s what
other people say. Herman loves playing at marbles, thoroughly cleans his house, and
sticks to what he knows. He goes to lengths to push away painful memories of the
past.
Everything changes when he meets Jeanette in an amusement park in his hometown.
His immediate crush on the flamboyant employee of the cotton candy stand forces
him to leave his comfort zone and opens up old wounds.

❖ Publication: Orlando, June 2020
❖ 224 pages
❖ Dutch pdf + English & German sample
translation available

❖ Detailed synopsis available
❖ All rights available

For the first time, Herman is being challenged to discover the world outside his safe
and familiar marble playroom. Will Herman embrace life, or will he frantically hold on to the past?
PRAISE

‘An original and brisk story in which the big themes of life are addressed in an almost casual way.’ Mohammed Benzakour,
Author
‘A lively debut that shows how even a little life can be grand.’ Christiaan Weijts, Author
‘Aren’t we all in need of support, of a safe marble playroom when things go wrong? The Rollercoaster Tester is a dazzling ode to
everyone’s inner Herman.’ Manon Duintjer, Author

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Nancy Olthoff (The Hague, 1977) is a speech writer for ministers and CEOs. A demanding and
compelling job, which moved her dream of writing a novel to the background. When Nancy decided
that life is too short to postpone long-treasured wishes out of fear. The story that was brewing in her
mind and her heart just had to be told. The Rollercoaster Tester is her debut.

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl
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INSPIRATIONAL MEMOIR

Memphis Depay & Simon Zwartkruis

Heart of a Lion
• Memoir of the most controversial
professional footballer of his generation
• Memphis has a large following on social
media (9 million followers on Instagram,
1.5 million followers on Twitter)
• Extensive international media coverage
ABOUT THE BOOK

Everyone has an opinion on Memphis Depay, but few are familiar with his
intense and difficult life story. Now the time has come for him to tell that
story in his own words. About a childhood full of aggression and fear, with
the ball as a lifebuoy. About a turbulent journey through different schools
and host families and football clubs. His breakthrough at PSV, the fiasco in
Manchester, his revival in Lyon and on the Dutch national team, the
unending commotion about his appearance and image, his musical
ambitions, his small circle of trusted confidants, and his relationship with
God: it's all here in this vulnerable, yet powerful and inspiring biography.
PRAISE

‘A valuable addition to Dutch sports literature.’ Mart Smeets, Vak M

❖
❖
❖
❖

Publication: Bruna, May 2019
240 pages
Dutch pdf + finished copies available
Full English manuscript available

‘A gripping read from start to finish and – more importantly – it explains a lot, if not everything.’ Hugo Borst, Algemeen Dagblad
‘I was very impressed by this book. It lets you step into the life of an interesting person.’ Raoul Heertje, Het Parool
‘I started reading and I went right through to the end in one go.’ Bert Wagendorp, de Volkskrant

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Memphis Depay (1994) is a Dutch professional footballer and music artist. He
currently captains Olympique Lyonnais and plays for the Dutch national team.
Memphis is currently recovering from a knee injury. Apart from his abilities on
the field, Memphis is also known for his fashion sense and his ambitions as a
musician and actor.
Simon Zwartkruis (1969) is the author of the successful memoir of Clarence
Seedorf, which was published in 2003. Since 2008 he has been a reporter for
the Voetbal International, the biggest football magazine in the Netherlands.
Zwartkruis is a frequent guest on TV and radio.

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl

31

POPULAR SCIENCE

Peter Joosten

Super Human
Are you ready for an upgrade?

• The author hosts a successful podcast on
biohacking
• TV rights optioned for a 10-episode limited
series on Dutch national TV
• English language first serial published on Next
Nature Web
• Based on extensive scientific research
ABOUT THE BOOK

Pills to get smarter; a ring to monitor your sleep rhythm. Body implants with which
you can pay; genetic modification to gain muscles. Controlling machines with your mind;
becoming immortal, both virtually and physically. Welcome to the wondrous world of
biohacking.
Life is increasingly measurable and changeable. Biohacking has big implications
for our lives, our society, and our planet, both now and in the future. What does
all this augmentation mean for our privacy, our autonomy, and our happiness?
Should or shouldn’t we tinker with human beings?

❖ Publication: BOT Publishers,
October 2020

❖ 250 pages
❖ Dutch pdf + final copies available
❖ Sample translation available

PRAISE

‘Peter Joosten’s quest results in a charming book. Chapter after chapter he describes new technologies that should allow people
to enhance themselves. (…) Luckily, he also takes the necessary distance from the jubilant prospects of biohacking. He realizes
that human augmentation could also give big tech companies a lot of influence. Another issue discussed is who will benefit from
biohacking. Who will be able to afford it? Will it result in a separate class of super humans who are smarter, quicker and
stronger than their non-augmented counterparts?’ Financieele Dagblad

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Peter Joosten is a biohacker, journalist, and philosopher. He is also a sought-after
keynote speaker at events and conferences like TEDx, the annual Biohacker
Summit, and for various universities in the Netherlands. He is a visiting professor
at the Technical University of Eindhoven. Super Human is his second book.

For more information, please contact Stella Nelissen: s.nelissen@schonbach.nl
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INSPIRATIONAL MEMOIR

Sophie Zeestraten

Hold On, Sweet Heart
of Mine
• For readers of Elizabeth Gilbert, Glennon
Doyle and Brené Brown
• A moving book that brings hope to those
struggling with unprocessed pain
ABOUT THE BOOK

Sophie is just five years old when her mother suddenly leaves the family, never to
return. Although Sophie wonders why her mother left throughout her young life,
she is a model student at school and flies through her university degree with the
greatest ease. As an adult, she has everything she could desire: a good job, a nice
house, a loving husband and two beautiful daughters… But the feeling of loss and
emptiness remains.

❖ Publication: Ambo Anthos, Summer
At forty, Sophie goes through a burn-out and decides to try to reconnect with
her mother. Painful and hopeful new insights about the past are revealed;
they are the missing pieces of the puzzle that allow Sophie to accept herself
and her past.

❖
❖
❖
❖

2020
176 pages
Dutch pdf + final copies available
German Rights sold to: Bastei Lübbe
German translation available

‘I hope my story will make you aware of the resilience every human has in
challenging times. Of course, not everyone’s mother left when they were five,
but everyone does have a story. This is mine.’ Sophie Zeestraten

PRAISE

‘A heart-breaking story of love, abandonment and true healing. Captivating and Enlightening. A must-read for anyone interested
in growing beyond old pain and gaining freedom in the present.’ Ingeborg Bosch, bestselling author of Rediscovering the True
Self.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Sophie Zeestraten (1974) studied Law and worked with law firms and the Dutch
government for years. Now, she runs a therapy and coaching practice. She and her family
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