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Fiction / Backlist Secret agents and alchemists, cruel assassins 
wearing the masks of the Commedia dell’Arte, 
converge on Venice, the Serenissima, at the 
height of its splendour, to take part in a 
dangerous game of spies 
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Virginia de Winter was 
born in Southern Italy 
where she likes to run back 
to as soon as she can. She 
lives and works in Rome. 
She started writing Harry 
Potter fanfictions, with the 
pseudonym «Savannah», 
then she switched from 
internet to books. She 
published the four-book 
series Black Friars with Fazi 
Editore. The novel Il 
cammeo di ossidiana (The 
Obsidian Cameo) was 
published in 2016 by Harper 
Collins. His last novel La 
spia del mare (The Spy of 
Venice) appeared for 
Mondadori in 2016. 

Cordelia Sheffield is an English spy, clever, beautiful, and 
lethal. Cassandra Giustinian, on the other hand, is an 
enchanting, graceful Venetian noblewoman, doomed to an 
early, painful death by a mysterious illness. Nobody knows 
that they are twin sisters, that they share a single life and their 
love for one man: Cassian d’Armer, one of the Doge’s spies, 
dark and handsome, tormented by a past of war and violence. 

But, when the stakes rise, and the shadow of the Inquisitors of  
falls over the secrets of the Giustinian sisters, Cassian will risk 
anything to save from death the woman he loves. That fight 
will forever tie him to three men: a French nobleman escaped 
from the Court of Versailles, an aristocratic from Spain in 
voluntary exile, and a young abbot, Giacomo Casanova, 
excellent swordsman and unrepentant womanizer who will 
lead them through alleys and lavish balls in the frenzy of the 
amazing Venetian Carnival.  

All these characters are in search of a mystery hidden at the 
bottom of the lagoon. Here a young woman sleeps in a crystal 
coffin, the guardian of a secret that could endanger the very 
existence of the Republic of Venice. 


