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Today Africa is no longer a marginal continent, but a blank page on which the planet’s geostrategic 

equilibria are being decided. 

In these early years of the third millennium Africa is experiencing an unprecedented onslaught from Islamic 
terrorism. From Nigeria to Somalia, Kenya to Mali, come almost daily reports of attacks and massacres – 
actions that have triggered an outright war of religion. Among the main groups in this advance the 
bloodiest and most vicious is the Nigerian sect Boko Haram, the author of one of the most heinous crimes 
in recent history: the kidnapping of almost three hundred girls in Chibok. This event finally shocked and 
mobilized global public opinion – so much so that the slogan ‘Bring Back Our Girls’ was adopted by actors, 
politicians, scientists and personalities such as Michelle Obama, who unanimously demanded their 
liberation. But Boko Haram is just one part of a global phenomenon. Alongside them are the Somalians of 
Al Shabaab – linked with middle eastern terrorism – and the many groups of the Maghreb responsible for 
the recent attacks in Mali and Burkina Faso. The objective of Jihadi terrorism in Africa is to establish a 
Caliphate along the lines of the one founded in Syria and in Iraq by Isis, to which many of these groups 
belong. But why is it that precisely today these dramatic events are convulsing areas never before affected 
by religious intolerance and hatred? Raffaele Masto – long-time correspondent on Africa – describes the 
phenomenon based on his journeys to Nigeria and to the other affected countries, where he has gathered 
stories and eyewitness accounts that shed a disquieting light on one of the most pressing international 
topics today. 
 
 
 

Raffaele Masto is an author, journalist and radio host. He worked as a reporter 
from the Middle East, the USA and especially from Africa, where he reported on 
the crisis and wars of the past twenty years. Africa is the backdrop for most of his 
political and social essays. He has recently published his last reportage, Dal 
vostro inviato in Sud Sudan (From Our Envoy in Sud Sudan). In 2011 he published 

Buongiorno Africa (Good morning, Africa) for Bruno Mondadori and in 2012 Sperling & Kupfer published La 
rabbia e la speranza (Rage & Hope), the story of Mohamed Bouazizi. He also writes a blog, which can be 
followed at http://www.buongiornoafrica.it/ 
 
 
 


