Rights List
DAVID AND AMEENA
Ami Rao

A modern-day New York love story.

A subway train. David, an American-Jewish jazz musician, and Ameena, a
British-Pakistani artist, connect, moved by an unexpected moment of sublime
beauty. From this flows a love that it appears will triumph above all. But as
David and Ameena navigate their relationship, their ambitions and the city they
love, they discover the external world is not so easy to keep at bay. Ami Rao’s
masterful debut novel picks apart the lives of two people, stripping them of their
collective identities and, in doing so, facing up to the challenges of today.

UK Pub: 4 Feb 2021
Ext: 400pp (PB)
Rights held: World
Rights available:
World excl. UK and
Ireland, US and Canada, audio English

‘The omniscient narrator offers readers insight into how each character
approaches their art and navigates communication issues in the face of
pressures from Ameena’s family and preconceptions of each other’s cultures.’ —
Publishers Weekly
‘Ami Rao intricately weaves threads of love, family, politics and identity to
create a beautiful, and very real, modern love story that sparkles beneath a New
York sky line.’ —Huma Qureshi, author of How We Met
AMI RAO is a British-American writer. Born in Calcutta, India, Ami has lived
and worked in New York, London, Paris, San Francisco and Los Angeles. She
has an MBA from Harvard Business School. In 2017 she co-authored the sports
memoir Centaur with Declan Murphy, published by Doubleday.

THE WOODCOCK
Richard Smyth
A tale of passion and folly set in the North East of England.

It’s 1920s England, and the coastal town of Gravely is finally enjoying a
fragile peace after the Great War. Jon Lowell, a naturalist who writes articles
on the flora and fauna of the shoreline, and his wife Harriet lead a simple
life, basking in their love for each other and enjoying the company of John’s
visiting old school friend, David. But when an American whaler arrives in
town with his beautiful red-haired daughters, boasting of his plans to build
a pier and pleasure-grounds a half-mile out to sea, unexpected tensions and
temptations arise. As secrets multiply, Harriet, Jon and David must each ask
themselves, what price is to be paid for pleasure?
UK Pub: 1 July 2021
Ext: 336pp (HB)
Rights held: World
Rights available:
World excl. UK and
Ireland, US and Canada

‘An astonishing piece of literary ventriloquism – Smyth revisits the period novel
with a contemporary sensibility and an incredible sense of place.’ —Owen
Booth, author
RICHARD SMYTH is a Yorkshire-based author and freelance writer. He has
written several non-fiction books, and features, reviews and comment pieces
for publications including The Guardian, The Times Literary Supplement, The
New Statesman, and Bird Watching. He is also a compiler of crosswords for
New Scientist, History Today, BBC Wildlife, History Revealed, and a question
setter for BBC Mastermind.

Rights List
RELATIVE SECRETS
Helen Stancey
Mary has a secret that she mustn’t tell. But in a care home, with her mind
wandering, she keeps forgetting and is starting to slip up. One day, clearing
out Mary’s old room, her granddaughter Lucy finds something hidden that
wasn’t supposed to be found – a terrible and shameful family secret. She
can’t tell her mum – what with their father off with another woman, one
brother absent and another acting up, her mother has only just got better.
Lucy will just have to figure it out for herself. In a beautifully told drama of
family secrets, Helen Stancey once again picks through the everyday of life
to uncover pain, poetry and ultimately love.

From the author of The Madonna of the Pool
UK Pub: 25 March
2021
Ext: 304pp (PB)
Rights held: World
Rights available:
World excl. UK and
Ireland, US and Canada

‘She has created a clever and compelling tale concerning the nature of love,
family bonds and companionship ‘ —On: Yorkshire Magazine
‘A tender, and uplifting exploration of the mysteries and meaning of family, for
three generations of women striving to fulfil their destinies.’ —Rebecca Fraser,
author of The Mayflower Generation and journalist

DREAMING IN QUANTUM AND OTHER STORIES
Lynda Clark
From the award-winning short story author

A debut collection of sixteen stories, all written in Lynda’s darkly humorous
style and playing on themes of multiple realities and dystopian futures.
In ‘Total Transparency’, the protagonist is learning how to live with a
gradually disappearing wife. In ‘Dreaming in Quantum’, there’s a murder
to be solved with echoes through different dimensions only accessible in
dreams. In ‘Ghillie’s Mum’, a shape-shifting mother needs to decide whether
to compromise and stay in her human form or lose her son. And in ‘Blanks’,
people are paying to create clones of themselves so they’ll never die.
UK Pub: 20 May 2021
Ext: 192pp (PB)
Rights held: World
Rights available:
World excl. UK and
Ireland, US and Canada

‘Lynda Clark’s stories are thought-provoking, very funny, sometimes
poignant, and always entertaining, with a whole Buffyverse-worth of
plotlines and nice, fat, satisfying endings.’ — Jo Lloyd, winner of the BBC
National Short Story Award 2019
LYNDA CLARK has been widely published in anthologies and her debut
novel, Beyond Kidding, was published by Fairlight Books in 2019 and is in
development for a feature with Film4. She has completed a PhD in Creative
and Critical Writing and is currently a Research Fellow in Narrative and
Play at the University of Dundee.

Rights List
VALHALLA
Alan Robert Clark
Sequel to The Prince of Mirrors, follows May of Teck & her
transformation to icy Queen.
May of Teck, only daughter of a noble family fallen from grace, has been
selected to marry the troublesome Prince Eddy, heir to the British throne.
Submitting to the wishes of Queen Victoria and under pressure from her
family, young May agrees. But just as a spark of love and devotion arises
between the young couple, Prince Eddy dies of influenza. To her horror,
May discovers she is to be married to the brother, Georgie, instead, a cold
and domineering man. But what can she do?
UK Pub: 24 Sept 2020
Ext: 352pp (PB)
Rights held: World
Rights available:
World excl. UK and
Ireland, US and Canada, audio English

‘I read this novel with much pleasure. A good, sad story, atmospheric and
vividly imagined, it brings to life a woman who had otherwise seemed
frozen in history; its theme of royal duty still all too relevant. Highly
enjoyable.’ —Margaret Drabble
ALAN ROBERT CLARK was born and educated in Scotland. He has worked
as a copywriter and creative director with a number of leading London
advertising agenciesa. Most recently, he has ghost-written and co-authored
a number of biographies. His novel The Prince of Mirrors (Fairlight Books,
2018) was included in the Walter Scott Prize Academy Recommends List.

ERRINGBY
Gill Darling
Unfolding against the changing cultural landscape of the seventies,
eighties and nineties, a captivating coming-of-age novel with echoes
of Great Expectations.

UK Pub: 17 June 2021
Ext: 384pp (PB)
Rights held: World
Rights available:
World excl. UK and
Ireland, US and Canada

Kit is waiting expectantly for life to begin. Orphaned as a young child, he
recoils from his adoptive parents’ mundane existence, drawn instead to the
bohemian world of his Uncle Col and Col’s charismatic wife Marianne. At
Erringby, Marriane’s rambling mansion, be becomes increasingly obsessed
with his aunt until one debauched summer, the eighteen-year-old Kit wakes
to find himself in bed with Marianne. But what happened? And who is his
sudden benefactor?
‘Gill Darling is a writer with a tender touch adn a wicked turn of phrase.’ —
Ross Raisin, author of A Natural
GILL DARLING grew up in Hinckley, Leicestershire, and graduated from
the University of York with a degree in Economics and Statistics. She
currently lives in Manchester. In 2015 she was selected as a fiction mentee
in the Jerwood-Arvon mentoring scheme and was published in their
anthology, Whisper the Wrong Name. Erringby is her first published novel.

Rights List
THE PIANO ROOM
Clio Velentza
Gothic retelling of the German myth of Faust with LGBTQ+ themes,
set in Hungary in the 1970s and 1990s
Rich and entitled Sandor Esterhazy is descended from a long line of talented
pianists, but has no desire to follow in their footsteps. One snowy afternoon,
he calls up the devil and offers to exchange his soul for a life of his own
choosing.

UK Pub: 30 Sept 2021
Ext: TBCpp (PB)
Rights held: World
Rights available:
World excl. UK and
Ireland, US and Canada

Afterwards, he laughs it off as a joke, but that night, the devil arrives at the
Esterhazy house, dragging someone behind him. Sandor locks the poor
bewildered creature in the basement, allowing it out once a night and only
to visit the piano room. As Sandor slips into his new role, the creature, Ferdi,
begins to learn what it means to be human. Tensions grow and boil over into
violence and Ferdi escapes onto the world. But will either one of Ferdi or
Sandor truly be allowed to choose his own destiny?
CLIO VELENTZA was born in Greece, where she still resides. She has
published a number of short stories both in Greek and English in various
literary journals and anthologies, including Popshot Quarterly, Best
Microfiction 2020 nad Ellipsis Zine. She also won awards for her short
stories, including Best Microfiction 2020.

THE SECOND PERSON FROM PORLOCK
Dennis Hamley
A fictional account of the life of Coleridge and those closest to him
Highgate, London, 1824. Samuel Taylor Colerdige is a wshed-up opium
addict, estranged from his friends and from his neglected wife. His grip
on reality is starting to slip; past and present mingle in laudanum-induced
dreams.

UK Pub:November
Ext: TBCpp (PB)
Rights held: World
Rights available:
World excl. UK and
Ireland, US and Canada

In a Cambridge college library, Scrivener, a bullied undergraduate, finds a
strange annotation in a book of Coleridge’s poems. Intrigues by this mystery
marginalia and captivated by Romantic poetry, he resolves to become a
poet himself, with Colerdige as his guiding light. Across the sea, Samuele, a
young Sicilian, discovers that his mother once had a liaison with Coleridge.
He sets out for England to learn all he can about the man who may be his
father. It isn’t long before Samuele and Scrivener cross paths – but will their
journey take them to the real Samuel Taylor Coleridge?
DENNIS HAMLEY was born in Kent and attended the Royal Latin School
in Buckingham (1946-1954), and then the RAF National Service. His first
novel was published in 1974 and he has written over sixty books, many for
children. The idea for this novel came from the discovery of a comment
inserted in the text of ‘Kubla Khan’ in the Old Library, Jesus College,
Cambridge. Its provenance unknown.

Rights List
BLUE POSTCARDS
Douglas Bruton
Once there was a street in Paris and it was called the Street of Tailors. Now it’s the
1950s and Henri is the last tailor on the street. With meticulous precision he
takes the measurements of men and notes them down in his leather-bound
ledger. He draws on the cloth with a blue chalk, cuts the pieces and sews
them together. When the suit is done, Henri adds a finishing touch: a blue
Tekhelet thread hidden in the trousers somewhere, for luck. One day, the
renowned French artist Yves Klein walks into the shop, and orders a suit.

UK Pub: 8 July 2021
Ext: 160pp (A format
PB)
Rights held: World
Rights available:
World excl. UK and
Ireland, US and Canada

Set in Paris, this atmospheric tale delicately intertwines three connected
narratives and timelines, interspersed with observations of the colour blue.
It is a meditation on truth and lies, memory and time and thought. It is a
leap of the imagination, a leap into the void.
‘Seductively original. linguistically daring, almost dangerously immersive.’ —
Stephen May, author of Costa shortlisted Life! Death! Prizes!
‘I savoured every word of this beautiful novella,’ —Julie Corbin, author of A Lie
For A Lie
DOUGLAS BRUTON has been publish in variuos publications including
Northwords Now, New Writing Scotland, Aestetica and The Irish Literary Review, and
won competitions including Fish and The Neil Gunn Prize. He has had two novel
published.

TAKING FLIGHT
JT Torres
When Tito is a child, his grandmother teaches him how to weave magic
around the ones you love in order to keep them close. She is the master
and he is the pupil, exasperating Tito’s put-upon mother who is usually the
focus of their mischief.
As Tito grows older and his grandmother’s mind becomes less sound, their
games take a dangerous turn. They both struggle with a particular spell, one
that creates an illusion of illness to draw in love. But as the lines between
magic and childish tales blur, so too do those between fantasy and reality.

UK Pub: 8 July 2021
Ext: 160pp (A format
PB)
Rights held: World
Rights available:
World excl. UK and
Ireland, US and Canada

‘The exquisite writing of JT Torres is on full display in this deftly told and
spellbinding tale.’ —Don Rearden, author of The Raven’s Gift
‘Torres’s inspired confrontation with grief and alienation will linger in my
mind for a long time.’ —Amy Kurzweil, author of Flying Couch: A Graphic
Memoir
JT TORRES is of Cuban-American descent, bron in Miami, Florida. He is an
assistant professor of English at Quinnipiac Univeristy. Torres combines an MFA
in Creative Writing with a PhD in Educational Psychology to understand how
storytelling often frames the construction of a self. This is his debut longer fiction.

Rights List
ONLY ABOUT LOVE
Debbi Voisey
There’s no such thing as a perfect family. A perfect life. A perfect man.
Frank is proof of this. He’s everyman and yet as unique as a fingerprint.
With a wonderful wife and children who are the loves of his life, he couldn’t
ask for anything more. But time and time again he keeps risking it all.
In snapshots through time, Only About Love takes a sweeping loop around
Frank’s life as he navigates courtship, marriage, fatherhood and illness. Told
through the perspective of Frank and his family, this story is one of intense
honesty about the things we do to those closest to us.
UK Pub: 5 Aug 2021
Ext: 144pp (A format
PB)
Rights held: World
Rights available:
World excl. UK and
Ireland, US and Canada

‘[It] explores some of the most important questions about love, loyalty adn ageing
that we ever have to face.’ —Micahel Loveday, author of Three Men on the Edge
‘[Her] writing is breathless, re-raw and brutally honest.’ —Tracy Fells, 2017
Regional Winner of the Commonwealth Short Story Prize
DEBBI VOISEY has had short stories published in Ad Hoc Fiction, The Bath Short
Story Award, Ellipsis, Reflex, Litro and others. She has been longlisted and shortlisted
in several competitions, including the Bath Short Story Award, Flash 500 and Reflex
Fiction. Her novella-in-flash, The 10:25, is forthcoming with Flash: The International
Short-Story Story press.

MISSING WORDS
Loree Westron
Postal worker Jenny’s life is in the doldrums: her daughter all grown up
and moving out, and her marriage falling apart. So, when a postcard from
Australia marked ‘insufficient address’ lands on her sorting table, she
does the unthinkable. On reading that the sender is begging the recipient
for forgiveness and seeking reconciliation – and knowing it will never get
delivered in time – she slips it up her sleeve and decides to deliver it herself.
Will Jenny be able to give the star-crossed lover the happy ending she feels
that, somehow, she’s lost?

UK Pub: 5 Aug 2021
Ext: 144pp (A format
PB)
Rights held: World
Rights available:
World excl. UK and
Ireland, US and Canada

‘Loree Westron writes with subtle beauty that made me catch my breath.’ —
Laura Pearson, author of I Wanted You To Know
‘An utterly human and moving family drama, in which we watch one
woman double back into her past to find the future.’ —Alison MacLeod,
author of Unexplored
LOREE WESTRON grew up in North Central Idaho and now lives one the south
coast of teh UK. Her short stories and literary criticism have been published in
journals and anthologies, including The London Magazine and The Los Angeles Review
of Books. She has a PhD in Creative Writing. This is her debut longer fiction.

Rights List
BROADWATER
Jac Shreeves-Lee
A collection of edgy urban stories centered on Broadwater Farm.

Welcome to Broadwater Farm. Where post-war dreams of concrete utopia
ended in riots, violence and sub-standard housing. With evocative language
and raw storytelling, Tottenham-born Jac Shreeves-Lee gives voice to
the people of Broadwater, one of the most talked-about housing estates
in Britain. In a collection of fourteen short stories, she compassionately
portrays its shared sense of community. A community with a rich cultural
heritage, comprising over forty nationalities, generations old.

UK Pub: 3 Sept 2020
Ext: 240pp (PB)
Rights held: World
Rights available:
World excl. UK and
Ireland, US and Canada

‘This new collection of site-specific stories by Jac Shreeves-Lee redresses the
balance by virtue of the warmth of her narrative voice and the spirit, pluck
and humanity of her characters.’ —Onjali Q. Raúf, activist and author of
The Boy at the Back of the Class
JAC SHREEVES-LEE is a Tottenham-born short story author. Her pieces
have been widely published in various anthologies, including Virago, the
Mechanics Institute Review and The Bridport Prize Anthology 2017. Jac’s
stories have been shortlisted for the Bridport Prize and longlisted for the
Fish Publishing Prize. She is currently working as a clinical psychologist and
magistrate.

THE FAIRLIGHT BOOK OF SHORT STORIES
Various Authors
The best of modern-day short story writing.
From flash fiction to mini-novelette, Fairlight presents twenty-four of its
best short stories from some of the world’s most talented new and emerging
English language writers. Chosen from work sent to Fairlight over several
years by writers around the globe, this anthology celebrates the art of the
short story form: a vehicle with the power to delight, entertain or instantly
transport the reader to another state, another world, another emotion.
UK Pub: 1 Oct 2020
Ext: 256pp (PB)
Rights held: World
Rights available:
World excl. UK and
Ireland, US and Canada

Twenty-four stories by twenty-four writers, featuring various awardwinning short story authors including Judith Wilson (winner of the Lorian
Hemingway Short Story Competition, the London Short Story Prize, and
shortlisted for Colm Toibin International Short Story Award) and Adam
Trodd (winner of Benedict Kiely Short Story Competition, and shortlisted
for the Cúirt New Writing Prize, Over The Edge New Writer Of
The Year and the Bath Flash Fiction Award) along with Women’s Prizelonglisted author Sophie van Llewyn.

Rights List – Non-Fiction
BOOKSHOP TOURS OF BRITAIN
Louise Boland

Based on her touring of bookshops, which she did over the three years
since starting Fairlight, Louise Boland’s Bookshop Tours of Britain is a
slow-travel guide to Britain, navigating bookshop to bookshop.

UK Pub: 15 Oct 2021
Ext: 256pp (PB)
Rights held: World
Rights available:
World excl. UK and
Ireland, US and Canada

Across 18 bookshop tours, the reader journeys from the Jurassic
Coast of south-west England, over the mountains of Wales, through
England’s industrial heartland, up to the Scottish Highlands and back
via Whitby, the Norfolk Broads, central London, the South Downs
and Hardy’s Wessex. On their way, the tours visit beaches, castles,
head down coal mines, go to whiskey distilleries, bird watching,
hiking, canoeing, to stately homes and the houses of some of Britain’s
best-loved historic writers – and last but not least, a host of fantastic
bookshops.

HOW TO MEND A BROKEN HEART
by Ziella Bryars
Part of the new Fairlight Books Modern Living series
When Ziella Bryars was in the midst of heartbreak, a conversation with
her neuroscientist best friend changed everything. Frustrated by unhelpful
advice from magazines and rom-coms, Ziella began diving deep into the
latest scientific research to help her understand the pain of heartbreak and
find a route to recovery.

UK Pub: 6 May 2021
Ext: 96 (PB)
Rights held: World
Rights available:
World excl. UK and
Ireland, US and Canada

This warm and witty self-help book outlines the impact a relationship
break-up has on our brains and bodies, and explores how a science-based
approach can help us heal.

ZIELLA BRYERS is a writer and producer based in London. She founded
the annual theatre show Love Bites in 2008 as a way of producing and
commissioning new writing and collaborating with other writers. The plays
all share the uniting theme of love, leading Ziella to write extensively about
relationships. She has also written on love and relationships for The Resident
and Verities Magazine.

Rights List – Non-Fiction
HOW TO MARKET YOUR BOOK
Lynn Morrison
Part of a new Fairlight Books Modern Living series

Based on a series of interviews with successful authors from both sides of
the publishing divide and both sides of the pond, Lynn lays out in detail the
marketing strategies that have worked for them, alongside an explanation
of how book marketing works. From developing social media tactics and
arranging promotional events to handling press and trying to start viral
campaigns, Lynn offers practical advice designed to help an author find a
book marketing strategy that best works for them.

UK Pub: 1 Aug 2020
Ext: 144pp (PB)
Right held: World
Rights available:
World excl. UK and
Ireland, US and Canada

‘A fantastic resource for anyone looking to get their writing in front of more
people. Morrison turns the overwhelming task of marketing into bite-size
tips and tutorials that anyone can implement.’ —Stephanie Jankowski,
author of Schooled (Page Street Publishing)
LYNN MORRISON is a marketing veteran with a career spanning more than
twenty years in both in-house and agency roles. She has held management
roles in Fortune 100 and FTSE 250 organisations, worked with start-ups and
even launched a few herself.

HOW TO BE PUBLISHED
Lynn Morrison
Part of the new Fairlight Books Modern Living series

Theoretically there has never been a better time to become a published
writer. But for anyone looking to venture into today’s publishing landscape,
it can be a daunting prospect – self-publish? Look for an agent? Go direct to
an indie publisher? And what exactly is digital-first publishing?

UK Pub: 1 Aug 2020
Ext: 112 (PB)
Rights held: World
Rights available:
World excl. UK and
Ireland, US and Canada

How to Be Published is the first book to offer an unbiased guide to the pros
and cons of self-publishing versus traditional publishing, along with all the
myriad options in between – helping an author navigate the complex world
of publishing and find the best path for them, their book and their writing
aspirations.
‘Navigating the murky waters of first-time publishing can be intimidating.
I wish I’d had a guide like this when I was first deciding between self- and
traditional publishing.’
—Mary Widdicks, author of the Mermaid Asylum series

Rights List – Non-Fiction
HOW TO SLEEP: A NATURAL METHOD
Lucinda Ford
Part of a new Fairlight Books Modern Living series

UK Pub: 1 Dec 2019
Ext: 128pp (PB)
Right held: World
Rights available:
World excl. UK and
Ireland, US and Canada

Introducing eight easy-to-use techniques for falling asleep, How to Sleep:
A Natural Method is an indispensable companion for those who find it
difficult to fall asleep and stay asleep. When sleeplessness becomes a regular
occurrence, it can set up a vicious cycle of fatigue, anxiety, and sleepless
nights. Finding ways to turn off the racing mind and negative thoughts or
stress when going to sleep is an essential step, allowing you to break that
vicious cycle and move towards a place of better well-being. The eight
simple sleep techniques, along with their accompanying notes, are designed
to calm the mind and allow sleep to come naturally. They are distilled
from the best of thinking from the East and the West, including cognitive
behavioural therapy, mindfulness and meditation, taking lessons from each
of these methods on how best to quiet your mind and find a calm place from
which to fall asleep.
LUCINDA FORD is an author that specialises in wellbeing.
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