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MOTHER SEA
Lorraine Wilson

Sisi de Mathilde lives on a remote island in the Indian Ocean. With the seas 
rising and a neonatal epidemic sweeping her community, she works as a 
scientist, reporting on local climate conditions to help protect her island home. 
But her life is thrown into turmoil when she finds herself newly widowed and 
unexpectedly pregnant. 
When a group of outsiders arrive and encourage her people to abandon their 
island, Sisi is caught between the sacred ‘old ways’ of her ancestors and the new 
possibilities offered by the outside world. As tensions rise and the islanders turn 
on one another, Sisi must fight to save her home, her people and the baby she’s 
not sure she wants.

Lyrical climate fiction about a pregnant scientist living on a remote 
island threatened by climate change. For readers of Kiran Millwood 
Hargrave and Leone Ross.

LORRAINE WILSON is an ex-conservation scientist who writes speculative 
fiction influenced by folklore and the wilderness, and by her third-culture 
heritage. Her debut novel This Is Our Undoing (2021) was shortlisted for the 
Kavya Prize and longlisted for the British Science Fiction Association’s Best 
Novel award, and her second novel The Way the Light Bends was published in 
2022. She lives on the east coast of Scotland.

UK Pub: 13 July 2023
Ext: TBC (HB)
Rights held: World
Rights available: 
World excl. UK and 
Ireland, US and 
Canada

OTHER NAMES, OTHER PLACES
Ola Mustapha
A fresh, dynamic and witty debut novel dealing with identity and 
culture clash, for readers of Zadie Smith, Kiley Reid and Naoise Dolan.

OLA MUSTAPHA was born in London and spent part of her childhood living 
in Egypt. In her twenties she spent several years teaching English in Japan, and 
she now works as an editor in London. Her short fiction has been published 
in literary journals including Aesthetica, Storgy and Bandit Fiction. Other Names, 
Other Places is her debut novel.

Growing up in London with Tunisian parents, wayward Nessie finds herself 
caught between cultures. Her parents don’t want her becoming too English, 
while at school she doesn’t feel ‘white enough’ or ‘African enough’ to fit in with 
any group. She even has multiple names: Nesrine officially, Susu to her family, 
Nessie to everyone else. 

And then there’s Mrs Brown: a charismatic Englishwoman who befriends her 
parents and soon becomes the glue holding their dysfunctional family together. 
Yet after a catastrophic betrayal, Mrs Brown abruptly disappears from their 
lives. Years later, Nessie seeks independence by moving to Japan, but struggles 
to escape a pattern of self-sabotage. As the unsolved mysteries of her formative 
years resurface, she begins to wonder: what really happened between her 
parents and Mrs Brown?
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Ext: TBC (PB)
Rights held: World
Rights available: 
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TEMPER
Phoebe Walker
A zeitgeisty millennial novel exploring loneliness and disconnection, 
for readers of Jenny Offill, Megan Nolan and Jessica Andrews.
A young woman relocates to the Netherlands with her partner. Living and 
working in a foreign country, she begins to chart the developments of her new 
life: exchanges with the people she meets, days spent alone freelancing in her 
apartment, her confrontation with boredom and unease. In her newfound 
isolation, she develops an unusual friendship with Colette, a woman she 
neither likes nor can keep away from. As her feelings of dislocation grow, larger 
anxieties about her purpose – or lack of it – begin to encroach. And underneath it 
all, a burgeoning frustration bubbles.

‘Temper explores loneliness, alienation and transience in lucid, gorgeous prose. 
Walker’s observations on the nature of work and the hollowness of modern life 
are stark and brilliant’ —Jessica Andrews, author of Saltwater and Milk Teeth

UK Pub: 15 June 2023
Ext: TBC (PB)
Rights held: World
Rights available: 
World excl. UK and 
Ireland, US & Canada
Audio rights sold to 
Saga Egmont

BECOMING DELILAH
Sara Marchant

A charming, escapist novel exploring identity, new beginnings and 
illicit romance, set among an insular island community.

On a windswept island off Cape Cod, Delilah moves into a cottage by the shore. 
The neighbours watch the newcomer – they don’t like it when she plants a wild 
and colourful garden in the front yard, and the local gossip intensifies with 
every visit from Alan, the married man paying for Delilah’s keep.

But Delilah hasn’t always been Delilah. Once, she was Dolores, a young Latina 
girl growing up with her Abuela, both of them hiding a terrible secret. After 
years of living precariously, all she wants now is a place of her own to make 
beautiful.

Her new cottage shares a driveway with the reclusive Anton, who has a secret of 
his own. When the two meet, sparks fly – but will the past catch up with them?

SARA MARCHANT lives in Southern California. She is the author of a 
novella, The Driveway Has Two Sides (2018), and a memoir, Proof of Loss (2019). 
Her short fiction and essays have been published in numerous literary journals 
and anthologies. Sara is a founding editor of Writers Resist. She holds and 
MFA in Creative Writing and Writing for the Performing Arts from the 
University of California, Riverside.

PHOEBE WALKER is originally from Northumberland. She has lived in both 
London and the Netherlands and is now based in Manchester, where she 
works as a development consultant. Her debut poetry pamphlet, Animal Noises, 
received an Eric Gregory Award in 2021; she also won the Mairtín Crawford 
Poetry Award in 2019 and a Northern Writers’ Award for poetry in 2012. Her 
poetry has been published in Ambit, The Moth and Magma. Temper is her debut 
novel.
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THE FISH
Joanne Stubbs

There is a fish on the sand; I see it clearly. But it is not on its side, lying still. It is partly 
upright. It moves. It looks as though it’s standing up.

A few decades into the twenty-first century, in their permanently flooded 
garden in Cornwall, Cathy and her wife Ephie give up on their vegetable patch 
and plant a paddy field instead. Thousands of miles away, expat Margaret is 
struggling to adjust to life in Kuala Lumpur, now a coastal city. In New Zealand, 
two teenagers marvel at the extreme storms hitting their island. But they are not 
the only ones adapting to the changing climate. As sea creatures begin to leave 
the oceans and invade the land, the new normal becomes increasingly hard to 
accept.

‘Courageous, confident and intelligent, Stubbs explores the horrors of a fading 
planet in denial of its own guilt. Important and unputdownable’ —Fay Weldon

Speculative climate fiction exploring highly topical themes of climate 
change and ocean pollution.

JOANNE STUBBS lives on the edge of the Cotswolds. She studied biochemistry 
at Wadham College, Oxford, and has since worked in a variety of roles in 
science communication and engagement. Joanne holds an MA in Creative 
Writing from Bath Spa University. The Fish is her debut novel.

UK Pub: 20 Oct 2022
Ext: 384pp (PB)
Rights held: World
Rights available: 
World excl. UK and 
Ireland, US and 
Canada
Audio rights sold to 
Saga Egmont

THE MOON AND STARS
Jenna Warren

Matthew Capes, struggling with chronic stage fright, has not sung in front of 
an audience for eight years. A classical tenor with a magnificent voice, he only 
dares sing late at night on the empty stage of the Moon and Stars theatre.

When Matthew’s old singing partner Angela – who just so happens to be the 
woman of his dreams – gets back in touch and offers him the chance to perform 
in a nationwide tour, his low self-esteem and anxiety stand in the way. But 
Matthew has a plan: he will sing in the shadows while his handsome and 
charismatic friend Ralph takes to the stage with Angela. What could go wrong?

Loosely inspired by The Phantom of the Opera and Cyrano de Bergerac, 
this warm and witty debut novel is perfect for fans of David Nicholls.

JENNA WARREN was born in Middlesbrough and grew up in Saltburn-by-
the-Sea. She studied Theatre at the University of Hull, and completed an MA 
in Creative Writing at Teesside University. Her short stories have featured in 
anthologies. After she worked for several years as an assistant in an art gallery, 
her passion for books led her to open Book Corner, an independent bookshop in 
Saltburn. The Moon and Stars is her debut novel.

‘Read in one sitting! A thoroughly uplifting story, full of light, shade, and lots of 
great music’ —Matson Taylor, author of The Miseducation of Evie Epworth
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STARLING
Sarah Jane Butler

A timely novel exploring nomadic lifestyles, ways of living closer to 
nature and the importance of community.

Starling can trap a rabbit, cook a meal from a hedge and hear a bailiff coming 
from a mile off. All she has ever known is a nomadic existence, travelling in a 
converted van with Mar, her strong-willed mother. But Mar has cut them off 
from their community, and this winter they’re stuck in deep mud in a wood, 
with no fuel, no money and no friends. One morning, without explanation, Mar 
leaves and doesn’t come back.

Utterly alone, Starling must learn to survive without her mother and build a 
life on her own terms. An offer to stay with an old friend draws her into a more 
conventional way of living – but can rootless Starling ever find a place where 
she truly belongs?

‘A beautifully written debut ... Butler explores the challenges of treading lightly 
in this modern world, the power of community and the process of recovering 
from a difficult mothering’ —Katherine May, author of Wintering

SARAH JANE BUTLER lives in Sussex.  Her short stories and poems (some 
published under the name SJ Butler) have appeared in literary journals and 
anthologies, including Best British Short Stories. Starling is her debut novel.

UK Pub: 31 Aug 2022
Ext: 256pp (HB)
Rights held: World
Rights available: 
World excl. UK and 
Ireland, US and 
Canada
Audio rights sold to 
Saga Egmont

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE WORKING DAY
Joanna Campbell
A taut and ominous literary novel with psychological themes, perfect 
for readers of Sarah Moss and Claire Fuller.
You go too far, my friend. You are near dangerous ground.
Neil Fischer is travelling to a village in East Germany that he has unexpectedly 
inherited – his father’s former hometown of Marschwald. Knowing it has been 
left to deteriorate for decades after the fall of the Berlin Wall, Neil is determined 
to restore the derelict village to its former glory. But when he arrives, he is 
met with hostility, mistrust and underlying menace. As tensions rise, a series 
of surreal encounters force Neil to contend with his troubled past – but in his 
present, all signs point to danger.

JOANNA CAMPBELL studied German at university and as a student spent 
time living in West Germany. Her debut novel Tying Down the Lion was 
published in 2015, and her short story collection When Planets Slip Their Tracks 
(2016) was shortlisted for the Edge Hill Prize. She is a prolific short story and 
flash fiction writer, and has won several awards, including the London Short 
Story Prize. She lives in Gloucestershire.

‘Funny and tragic, captivating and disturbing… a mind-bending and enigmatic 
story that blurs the lines between thought and reality’ —Claire Fuller
‘A clever reflection on the ramifications of the Stasi era in East Germany … 
elegant, chilling’ —The Independent
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BRAVER
Deborah Jenkins

An uplifting story about the strength that can be drawn from friendship 
and community, told with warmth, compassion and gentle humour.

Hazel has never felt normal. Struggling with OCD and anxiety, she isolates 
herself from others and sticks to rigid routines in order to cope with everyday 
life. But when she forms an unlikely friendship with Virginia, the local vicar, 
Hazel begins to venture outside her comfort zone. Having rebuilt her own life 
after a traumatic loss, Virginia has become the backbone of her community, 
caring for those in need and mentoring disadvantaged young people. Yet a 
shock accusation threatens to unravel everything she has worked for.

DEBORAH JENKINS is a primary teacher who has worked in schools in the 
UK and in Ankara, Turkey. She has written several educational textbooks, 
as well as articles for the TES online and Guardian Weekend, among other 
publications. Her short fiction has appeared in magazines and anthologies, and 
she has also published a novella, The Evenness of Things. She lives in Sussex.

‘A charming, lyrical read’—Fran Hill, author of Miss, What Does Incomprehensible 
Mean?

UK Pub: 19 May 2022
Ext: 320pp (HB)
Rights held: World
Rights available: 
World excl. UK and 
Ireland, US and 
Canada
Audio rights sold to 
Saga Egmont

THE HOUSE OF MARVELLOUS BOOKS
Fiona Vigo Marshall

Tucked away in a near-derelict library in the centre of London, The House of 
Marvellous Books is a publishing house on the brink of financial disaster. With 
assistant Ursula asleep at her desk, head publisher Gerard going health and 
safety mad, and chief editor Drusilla focused on finding a supposedly priceless 
but famously missing manuscript, there is hardly anyone left to steer the ship. 
Young Mortimer Blakeley-Smith, junior editor, charts the descent of the House 
in his logbook as it lurches from one failure to the next.

A laugh-out-loud ode to the publishing industry from Paul Torday 
Prize-shortlisted Fiona Vigo Marshall.

FIONA VIGO MARSHALL was born in London and educated at Somerville 
College, Oxford. Her debut novel Find Me Falling, published by Fairlight Books 
in 2019, was shortlisted for the Paul Torday Memorial Prize 2020. She won the 
V. S. Pritchett Memorial Prize for a short story in 2016. The House of Marvellous 
Books is her second novel.

‘This is a must-read for anyone who loves books and deserves to be a massive 
word-of-mouth bestseller. I can’t wait to gift it to everyone I know’ —Sarra 
Manning, Red magazine
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THE PIANO ROOM
Clio Velentza

UK Pub: 30 Sept 2021 
(HB), 1 March 2022 
(PB)
Ext: 336pp (PB)
Rights held: World
Rights available: 
World excl. UK and 
Ireland, US and 
Canada

A Gothic retelling of the German myth of Faust with LGBTQ+ themes, 
set in Hungary in the 1970s and 1990s.
When rich and entitled Sandor Esterhazy makes a Faustian bargain with the 
devil, he receives an unexpected gift – a creature who looks exactly like him.

The Esterhazys are a family of talented pianists, but Sandor has no desire to 
play – whereas Ferdi, as Sandor names the creature, wants nothing more than 
to practise the piano obsessively. Sickened by the sight of his doppelganger, 
Sandor locks Ferdi in the basement, allowing him into the house only once a 
night: to visit the piano room. One night, the two are discovered – with violent 
consequences – and Ferdi escapes into the world. But a deal with the devil, once 
made, cannot be unmade. And some bonds can never be broken.

CLIO VELENTZA was born in and lives in Athens, Greece. She has published 
a number of short stories both in Greek and English in various literary journals 
and anthologies, including Popshot Quarterly and Ellipsis Zine. She has also won 
awards for her short stories, including Best Microfiction 2020. The Piano Room is 
her debut novel.

‘Exploring self-determination and what it is to be human with wit, delicious 
gothic atmosphere and a compelling sense of ennui, The Piano Room is an 
immersive joy.’ —LoveReading

UK Pub: 16 February 
2023
Ext: 112pp (PB with 
French flaps)
Rights held: World
Rights available: World 
excl. UK and Ireland, 
US and Canada

WITH OR WITHOUT ANGELS
Douglas Bruton

An ageing artist, faced with his own mortality, embarks on one final artwork. 
As he battles to complete the project, working with an enigmatic young 
photographer, he finds his past and present blurring. Through the act of creation 
and the memories it excavates, the artist comes to a realisation about what 
matters most, and what he will leave behind when he is gone.

This hybrid and innovative short novel responds through fiction to The New 
World, the final artwork by the late artist Alan Smith – which is in turn a 
response to an eighteenth-century fresco, Giandomenico Tiepolo’s Il Mondo 
Nuovo. With sparkling, dreamlike prose, Bruton weaves a story around these 
artworks.

From the Walter Scott Prize-longlisted author comes this hybrid art-
novel exploring the creative process, for fans of Max Porter.

‘A work of spare and brittle loveliness … at once visceral and restrained. I 
admired it enormously’ —Nell Stevens, author of Briefly, A Delicious Life

DOUGLAS BRUTON is the author of three previous novels: The Chess Piece 
Magician (2009), Mrs Winchester’s Gun Club (2019) and Blue Postcards (2021), 
which was longlisted for the Walter Scott Prize for Historical Fiction. His short 
fiction has appeared in various publications, including New Writing Scotland and 
Aesthetica, and has won competitions including the Neil Gunn Prize. 
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A GOOD YEAR
Polis Loizou

Rural Cyprus, 1925. Despo is recently married, heavily pregnant and deeply 
afraid. The twelve days of Christmas are beginning – the time when, according 
to local folklore, creatures known as kalikantzari come up from Hell to wreak 
havoc. Meanwhile, her husband Loukas has troubles of his own. Struggling with 
dreams and desires he doesn’t understand, he finds himself irresistibly drawn to 
an Englishman, a newcomer to the island. In a village wreathed in superstition, 
Despo and Loukas must protect themselves and their unborn child from 
ominous forces at play.

‘With beautifully paced, rich prose, Loizou conjures the heady sights, 
sounds and smells of Cyprus, while exposing the horror that resides in her 
superstitions.’ —Lucie McKnight Hardy, author of Water Shall Refuse Them

POLIS LOIZOU is a novelist, playwright, filmmaker and performance 
storyteller. Born and raised in Cyprus, he moved to the UK in 2001. His debut 
novel Disbanded Kingdom was published in 2018 and went on to be longlisted 
for the Polari First Book Prize. His second novel, The Way it Breaks, was 
published in 2021.

UK Pub: 1 April 2022
Ext: 192pp (PB)
Rights held: World
Rights available: 
World excl. UK and 
Ireland, US and 
Canada

VOTING DAY
Clare O’Dea

In February 1959, Switzerland held a referendum on women’s suffrage. The 
men voted ‘no’.
In this powerful historical novel, Clare O’Dea explores that day through the 
eyes of four very different Swiss women. Vreni is a busy farmer’s wife, longing 
for a break from family life. Her grown-up daughter Margrit is carving out an 
independent life in Bern, but finds herself trapped in an alarming situation. 
Esther, a cleaner, is desperate to recover her son who has been taken into care. 
Beatrice, a hospital administrator, has been throwing herself into the ‘yes’ 
campaign. The four women’s paths intersect on a day that will leave its mark on 
all their lives.

CLARE O’DEA is originally from Dublin and has lived in Switzerland since 
2003. She has published two non-fiction books, The Naked Swiss: A Nation Behind 
10 Myths (2016) and The Naked Irish: Portrait of a Nation Beyond the Clichés (2019). 
Voting Day is her debut novel.

UK Pub: 1 April 2022
Ext: 176pp (PB)
Rights held: World 
excl. Switzerland, 
France, Italy and 
Germany
Rights available: 
World excl. UK and 
Ireland, US and 
Canada, Switzerland, 
France, Italy and 
Germany

‘A singular story of lasting emotional resonance’ —Irish Times

‘A vivid, fascinating snapshot of a recent (almost unbelievably recent!) moment 
in Swiss history. I devoured it in one sitting.’ —Jonathan Coe

A literary folk-horror tale with LGBTQ+ themes.


