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Schuyler Bailar
HE/SHE/THEY:
How We Talk About Gender & Why It Matters
North American: Hachette Go
UK: Penguin Life

Proposal and outline available
Manuscript delivery October 2022 / Publishing November 2023
75,000 words

In the spirit of the bestselling book, So You Want to Talk About Race, HE/SHE/THEY uses storytelling
and the art of  conversation to give the reader the fundamental language and context of  gender.

HE/SHE/THEY will address the myriad questions that come up in author Schuyler Bailar’s travels as
a transgender man and inclusion advocate who has become one of the top social media LGBTQ
educators worldwide. Sample chapters include “Being Transgender Is Not a Choice,” “Pronouns! And
Why They Are So Important,” “What Is Biological Sex?,” “What Not to Say to Transgender People,”
“Intersectionality,” “Trans People and Dating,” “Becoming an Ally,” and more. We all have a
relationship to gender; HE/SHE/THEY will encourage and enable personal reflection and
exploration, so that every human can become the most compassionate, most authentic version of
themselves.

HE/SHE/THEY is an important, essential, urgent, and, as Schuyler points out, potentially life-saving
book that will not only change the conversation about gender identity; it will help us get the
conversation started in the first place.

Schuyler Bailar is precisely the person to write this book. Just a few years ago, Schuyler rose to
international prominence when he became the first openly transgender athlete to compete on an
NCAA Division 1 team in any sport. A top high school swimming prospect, Schuyler had been
recruited by Harvard for the women’s team, but after taking a gap year to address mental health and
ultimately transition, Schuyler swam instead for Harvard’s men’s team. Schuyler’s story hit Facebook’s
top-trending news and was recounted globally in thousands of media outlets from 60 Minutes to The
Ellen Show to The Washington Post. MTV cited his story in their list of “2015’s Best Moments for the
Trans Community” and Buzzfeed named him one of the “11 Transgender people who are shifting our
views.” Since then, Schuyler has become a go-to expert on gender identity for the media and has given
hundreds of talks on gender literacy and inclusion. His corporate clients include Nike, Capital One,
Microsoft, Google, the NCAA, and more. Schuyler is already an expert at helping people have this
much-needed conversation every day.
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Dr. Nick Chatrath
THE THRESHOLD:
Leading in the Age of  AI
North American: Diversion

Manuscript available / Publishing February 28, 2023
70,000 words

“Chatrath is simultaneously enthralling and scholarly. That, I think, is an art. And art is what
leadership for a stunning AI future must be. If you care about not just the future of your
organization, but also about the future of  humanity, you will love this book.”

– Nancy Kline, bestselling author of Time to Think: Listening to Ignite the Human Mind

For readers of Yuvhal Noah Harari's 21 Lessons for the 21st Century and Max Tegmark's Life 3.0, THE
THRESHOLD is a bold new way to think about leadership and humanity now that AI
superintelligence is not a question of if but when.

We are living in a new age: the Age of AI. With developments emerging every day, Artificial
Intelligence will soon surpass most human competencies and drastically transform technology’s role in
our day-to-day world. The solution is not to become more like computers. Rather, in order for our
organizations to thrive, we must tap into the qualities that make us uniquely human.

Interweaving an analysis of antiquated leadership modes that leave organizations exposed and
ineffective in the Age of AI, THE THRESHOLD presents newly developed strategies for more
effective “threshold” leadership methods. Supported with anecdotes, research, and a practical toolkit,
Dr. Nick Chatrath demonstrates that adaptive organizations can be built by cultivating stillness,
nurturing independent thinking, finding rhythms of rest and performance, and raising leadership
consciousness. With a basis in the ideas and practices that have shaped our organizations in the past,
THE THRESHOLD transforms this conversation, bringing it into the future. This groundbreaking
new work illuminates how accessing advanced stages of human development can be both competitive
and harmonious with AI’s growing presence in our working world.

Oxford-educated, Dr. Nick Chatrath is the author of Musings on Leadership. He is the Managing Director
of Artesian Transformational Leadership and the Head of European Operations at Agnus Consulting,
international consulting firms that specialize in leadership, strategy, and enterprise transformation. He
also founded Coachify, a tech start-up specializing in AI and wearables. The companies he’s consulted
with make for an impressive list, including Google, IBM, HSBC, NHS, AIA Group, GSK, Serco, the
University of  Hong Kong, and the Tony Blair Institute.
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Major Garrett & David Becker
THE BIG TRUTH: Upholding Democracy
in the Age of  ‘The Big Lie’
North American: Diversion

Manuscript available / Publishing September 20, 2022
88,000 words

“In a deeply reported look at the corrosion of American democracy, Major Garrett and David
Becker see a nation on a ‘springboard’ to civil war—and describe what can be done to stop it,
before it’s too late. THE BIG TRUTH is provocative and sobering, but it’s not hopeless.” – Susan
Page, Washington Bureau chief, USA TODAY, and New York Times bestselling author of Madam Speaker:
Nancy Pelosi and the Lessons of  Power

When a seven-million-vote margin of victory and 306 electoral votes pointed to Joe Biden as the victor
in the 2020 Presidential Election, Trump-fueled conspiracy theories exploded. In THE BIG TRUTH,
CBS’s Chief Washington correspondent Major Garrett and the nation’s foremost elections expert
David Becker completely upend The Big Lie, which has infected the Far Right, with firsthand stories of
election officials like Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger and Bucks County, Pennsylvania,
election director Thomas Freitag. And they reveal the evidence proving that 2020 may have been the
most secure US election ever. But Garrett and Becker go beyond the key players from all six swing
states, the pre-election litigation that clarified the rules for both parties, and the fully auditable and
verifiable ballots used. They lay bare the methods being undertaken right now to undercut faith, belief,
and effectiveness of elections, identifying the places where the most dire actions have been taken since
2020—where election laws have been changed, or where election officials been hounded out of office,
retired out of  frustration and fatigue, or been replaced by pro-Trump political figures.

Therein lies the Big Truth we face in the 2022 midterm elections and beyond, when honest election
workers of all parties will encounter lies, threats, abuse, and vilification, and the manipulation of voting
laws and election boards threaten the sanctity of  our democracy.

Major Garrett is the Chief Washington Correspondent for CBS News and the CBSN radio host of The
Takeout and The Debrief. For over thirty years, his award-winning reporting and writing has tackled the
nation’s pressing issues. Garrett is the author of Mr. Trump’s Wild Ride, The Enduring Revolution, The 15
Biggest Lies in Politics, and Common Cents with former Rep. Tim Penny. David Becker is the Executive
Director and Founder of the nonpartisan, non-profit Center for Election Innovation & Research,
leading CEIR’s successful efforts to ensure that all eligible voters can vote conveniently in a system
with maximum integrity. As one of the foremost election experts in the country, with decades of
experience, Becker serves as CBS’s election law expert. He is frequently published on election issues,
including by The Stanford Social Innovation Review and The Washington Post.
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William J. Kole
THE METHUSELAH EFFECT:
Life In the Age of  Super-Aging
North American: Diversion
Korea: Sengyesa Contents Group

Proposal and outline available
Manuscript delivery December 2022 / Publishing October 2023
80,000 words / 15-20 photos

We are at the precipice of one of the most striking demographic changes in modern memory. The
number of seniors 85 years or older is forecasted to nearly double by 2040, and a child born today (in
many parts of the world) will have a 50% or better chance of living to 100 years old. While medical
advances and lifestyle changes have lengthened our lives significantly over the past century, there’s a
darker side to consider. What happens when 65 is merely a life half-lived? In THE METHUSELAH
EFFECT, award-winning international journalist William J. Kole argues we’ll soon live in a world we
are largely unprepared for, fraught with deep social, economic, and political challenges.

THE METHUSELAH EFFECT will investigate the science behind the world's rapidly growing senior
population and the political and moral implications of living to 100 years of age and beyond. Drawing
on exclusive interviews with some of today’s most influential thought leaders—some of the world’s
brightest minds in medicine, social sciences, economics, and politics—Wiliam Kole not only examines
the world we are about to enter, but posits actionable solutions to prevent an avoidable demographic
catastrophe. We expect THE METHUSELAH EFFECT will appeal to an audience similar to that of
David Wallace-Wells’ The Uninhabitable Earth (Bookscan 113k).

The most critical question for our future selves, Kole argues, may not be “how long can we live?” but
rather “how long should we live?”

William J. Kole is an award-winning foreign correspondent who has reported from North America,
Europe, Africa, and the Middle East, and is currently the New England editor for the Associated Press.
Kole has been writing about extreme aging since the 1990s, when he was based in France and told the
world the extraordinary story of Jeanne Calment, who lived to 122. He also covered Dr. Jack Kevorkian
and the debates over individual end-of-life decisions. He is fluent in French, Dutch, and German.

4



Dan Luzzader
THE SLANT: How the CIA
Corrupted American Journalism
North American: Radius Book Group

Manuscript available / Publishing June 27, 2023
85,000 words

As a journalist with lengthy experience investigating public and political corruption and criminal
networks, Pulitzer Prize-winner Dan Luzadder’s greatest skill is getting “inside” controversial and
secretive organizations. In THE SLANT, Luzadder investigates the secret influence exerted by the
CIA and shadowy figures behind the scenes over a journalist, and its effect on journalistic integrity.

THE SLANT focuses primarily on the influential Lawrence Wright, a Pulitzer Prize-winning staff
writer for The New Yorker magazine and an authority on Al Qaeda whose profile grew to include
investigating the Church of Scientology. In his attempt to learn Wright’s story, Luzadder uncovers
much larger concerns that go to the heart of journalistic integrity: he discovers that Wright was
involved in a propaganda network backed by the CIA and powerful private allies dating to the Cold
War and into the Age of Terror. These organizations groomed him through their programs, sourced
his writing, disguised his past, and shed a different light on his journalistic accomplishments and his
role as an “independent” journalist. Lawrence Wright’s associations reveal yet another shadowy chapter
in the elite liberal media’s murky relationship with the deep state.

This explosive detective story identifies by name the individuals, organizations, and institutions that
influence the US media and shape the beliefs of the American public. Uncovering the odd bedfellows
that journalists share with the CIA raises ominous questions not only about their careers and their
honesty, but about how the American media facilitated their rise to prominence. These questions make
us ask further questions: Will we ever know the truth about the Church of Scientology, the War on
Terror, or Lawrence Wright? And is unbiased journalism, in no one’s pocket, a thing of the past? If
journalism is to rise from its own corrupt ashes, its revival depends on knowing its true history and
severing its relationship with hidden influences.

  Pulitzer Prize-winner Dan Luzadder, nationally recognized for investigative journalism, has written for
The New York Times, New York Daily News, and other major newspapers and magazines. Over a
forty-year career, he distinguished himself through deep dives into human rights issues, international
drug trafficking, corruption, organized crime, cold case murders, political crime, and an investigation
into the Columbine High School massacre.
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Macaela Mackenzie
MONEY, POWER, RESPECT: How Women In
Sports Are Shaping the Future of  Feminism
North American: Seal Press

Manuscript available / Publishing June 27, 2023
83,300 words

Women’s sports receive a fraction of the airtime allotted for men’s sports,
as well as a fraction of the marketing dollars, media coverage, and training
resources. For every dollar that the NBA’s highest-paid player brings

home, the WNBA’s highest paid player earns just half a cent. But while misogyny in sports is
particularly visible, it’s not unique. Women athletes face the same sexist barriers found in all career
fields: the motherhood penalty, transphobia and misogynoir, underpromotion, and more.

Drawing on exclusive interviews with top female athletes (Allyson Felix, Megan Rapinoe, Naomi
Osaka, Billie Jean King, Serena Williams, Lindsey Vonn, Lolo Jones, Abby Wambach, and more) and
other experts in the fields, journalist Macaela MacKenzie puts readers at the center of the fight for
equality.

MONEY, POWER, RESPECT will appeal equally to women’s sports fans and to the extremely active
and engaged group of women (and men) who are motivated to fight for women’s equality. As women
athletes push for the same things all women want in their careers—money, power, and respect—their
wins are showing the rest of  us what’s possible in the fight for equality.

Macaela Mackenzie is a journalist covering women’s equality. Her work focuses on sports, the gender
gap, and women's health and has appeared in publications including Glamour, Elle, SELF, Forbes, Marie
Claire, Allure, and Bustle.
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Jamie K. McCallum
ESSENTIAL: How the Pandemic Transformed
the Long Fight For Worker Justice
North American: Basic Books

Manuscript available / Publishing November 15, 2023
82,000 words

ESSENTIAL explores what happened when the coronavirus disrupted
the mundane yet rudimentary realities of ordinary workers. It turned the
world inside out, revealing hidden truths about the nature of politics and

economic reality. In the stormy days of Spring 2020, the health and economic crises were nearly
indistinguishable, as the death toll and mass unemployment spiked at the same time. Our anxious
exchanges in the service economy, obscured behind sneeze guards and face masks, had a clarifying
effect. To weather the crisis, it was immediately clear that we needed a small army—nurses and
physicians, mail carriers and convenience store clerks, grocery workers and growers, janitors and cooks,
plus warehouse and delivery workers—actually reporting to a workplace. The cure for COVID
capitalism is worker organizing for economic and political change. This movement would need to
propose sweeping policies designed not to save capitalism from collapse, but to sustain a transition to a
more socialist economy: in the midst of the crisis, governments across the world were protecting
employment, paying salaries and wages to workers whose industries were shut down.

ESSENTIAL actualizes McCallum’s aptitude for scholarly research, journalistic propensity for
storytelling, and decades of involvement in Left politics and the labor movement. The result is part
history, part polemic, and part blueprint, providing empirical rigor to support the upswell of anger and
activism that have been signal features of  this crisis.

Jamie K. McCallum is an award-winning sociologist at Middlebury College and a lifelong activist. His
book,   Worked Over: How Round-the-Clock Work is Killing the American Dream , was released by Basic Books
in September of 2020. His first book,   Global Unions, Local Power , won the best book award on labor
from the American Sociological Association. His work has appeared in scholarly journals and popular
outlets such as   The Washington Post ,    Mother Jones,     Dissent  ,   Jacobin ,    In These Times , and others.
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Jonathan D. T. Ward
Foreword by Lt. General H.R. McMaster (Ret),
Former US National Security Advisor
THE DECISIVE DECADE: America’s Grand
Strategy for Triumph Over China
North American: Diversion

Manuscript available / Publishing April 25, 2023
80,000 words

In THE DECISIVE DECADE, Dr. Jonathan D. T. Ward—China scholar and founder of the Atlas
Organization, a consultancy focused on US-China global competition—offers a comprehensive
framework for how to defeat China on the world stage economically, diplomatically, militarily, and
ideologically. China’s global power and influence grows every day. Working from a deep sense of
national identity, the Chinese Communist Party is leading its country toward what it deems “the great
rejuvenation of the Chinese Nation,” and executing a long-term Grand Strategy to topple over its chief
adversary, the United States, and US allies. As China becomes increasingly repressive domestically and
aggressive overseas, it threatens to upend this Allied world’s dominance at every turn.

Ward provides novel and practical strategies that our government, our businesses, and our
citizens—and, most importantly, our trade partners and allies around the world—can utilize to
undermine our adversary. Exhaustive campaigns in the economic, diplomatic, military, and ideological
arenas, he argues, must be taken to achieve victory. With expert analysis of the history of US-China
relations, as well as insight into how the Russia-Ukrainian war can inform our strategic thinking, THE
DECISIVE DECADE presents a unique toolkit for our triumph over China.

Jonathan Ward has been studying Russia, China, and India for nearly twenty years, since his
undergraduate days in Russian and Chinese language at Columbia University. His book China’s Vision of
Victory, a guide to the global grand strategy of the Chinese government, has been widely read in US
government and national security circles, as well as by audiences in business and finance. He earned his
PhD at the University of Oxford where he specialized in China-India relations, after initially being
admitted to Oxford for a doctorate in Cold War Russia-China relations. He has traveled widely in
Russia, China, India, Latin America and the Middle East, and speaks Russian, Chinese, Spanish, and
Arabic, among other languages. As a subject-matter expert, Dr. Ward has been an advisor to the US
Department of Defense on Chinese long-term strategy and has briefed numerous US government
audiences including at US Strategic Command, US Indo-Pacific Command, the US Department of
Commerce, the US Defense Intelligence Agency, and the Strategy Division of the US Naval Staff on
how to improve their risk assessments on China and build new global strategies that can withstand
historic geopolitical change. He is a frequent commentator on national and international television and
radio, with appearances on Bloomberg, CNBC, Fox Business, Fox, MSNBC and CNN International,
among other stations.
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Ursula Villareall-Moura
LIKE HAPPINESS
North American: Celadon

Manuscript available / Publishing Winter 2024
70,000 words

"Ursula Villarreal-Moura has been writing and publishing some of the most exciting prose for
years, and it's thrilling to see how the thematics in her work have exploded into LIKE
HAPPINESS, an epic unraveling of every love story trope, reclaimed as something sharp,
seething, unsettling, and true. Yes, this has page flipping plot momentum, but it's also a whip
smart critique of race in America, art making in the age of neoliberal ‘feminism,’ and the
crushing humor of  trying to exist as a quiet person with big wants."

– T Kira Madden, author of Long Live the Tribe of Fatherless Girls

This novel marks the end of our narrator's friendship with celebrated Puerto Rican author M.
Domínguez. Their relationship—a gray space somewhere between father/daughter and romantic
partners—was born out of a fan letter written in Tatum's undergrad dorm room, to a then
30-something Domínguez. She was drawn to his stories with their mix of Spanish and English and
their Latinx characters, who she knew in real life but had never before seen immortalized in the literary
canon. Tatum falls easily into Domínguez's grasp, moving to New York City to stay in his orbit as she
tries to discern who she's meant to be. But when Domínguez fictionalizes their relationship for his own
career gains, Tatum feels betrayed and cuts off contact. Years later, a journalist intent on exposing
Domínguez's dark side prompts Tatum to break her silence. LIKE HAPPINESS is her account to
Domínguez of their story, a reckoning with gender and ambition within Latinx politics, and a
reclamation of  agency.

LIKE HAPPINESS is for readers who love intense and unapologetically inquisitive stories like Raven
Leilani's Luster, who appreciate a narrative bridging the liminal space between believed story and truth
like Susan Choi's Trust Exercise, or who are searching for a book exploring the literary world and its
questionable men like Sigrid Nunez's The Friend.

Ursula Villarreal-Moura is the author of Math for the Self-Crippling (2022), selected by Zinzi Clemmons as
the Gold Line Press fiction contest winner. A graduate of Middlebury College, she received her MFA
from Sarah Lawrence College and was a VONA/Voices fellow. Her stories, essays, and reviews have
appeared in numerous magazines including Tin House, Catapult, Prairie Schooner, Washington Square Review,
Bennington Review, Wigleaf Top 50, and Gulf Coast. Her writing has been nominated for Best of the Net,
Best Small Fictions, a Pushcart Prize, and longlisted for Best American Short Stories 2015.
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Andrew Dubbins
INTO ENEMY WATERS:
A World War II Story of  the Demolition
Divers Who Became the Navy SEALs
North American: Diversion
Czech: Jota Nakladatelstvi s.r.o.
Japan: Kawade Shobo Shinsh

Manuscript available / Publishing August 23, 2022
126,000 words / 25 images

With echoes of Unbroken, the derring-do and bravado of The Right Stuff, and the battle-forged
comradery of Band of Brothers, INTO ENEMY WATERS is the World War II story of 95-year-old
veteran George Morgan and the elite Underwater Demolition Teams, precursor of the Navy
SEALs—who were given nearly impossible pre-invasion missions from D-Day to the most crucial
landings in the Pacific Theater. Morgan, among the last living members of WWII’s Underwater
Demolition Teams, was just a wiry 17-year-old lifeguard from New Jersey when he joined the Navy's
new combat unit, tasked to blow up enemy coastal defenses ahead of landings by Allied forces. His first
assignment: Omaha Beach on D-Day. When he returned stateside, Morgan learned that his service was
only beginning. Outfitted with swim trunks, a dive mask, and fins, he was sent to Hawaii and then on
to deployments in the Pacific as a member of the elite and pioneering UDTs. GIs called them "half
fish, half  nuts." Today, we call them frogmen—and Navy SEALs.

Led by maverick Naval Reserve Officer Draper Kauffman, Morgan would spend the fierce final year of
the war swimming up to enemy controlled beaches to gather intel and detonate underwater barriers.
He'd have to master the sea, muster superhuman grit, and overcome the demons of Omaha Beach.
Moving closer to Japan, the enemy's island defenses were growing more elaborate and its soldiers more
fanatical. From the black sand beaches of Iwo Jima to the shark-infested reefs of Okinawa, to the cold
seas of  Tokyo Bay, teenaged George Morgan was there before most, fighting for his life.

Andrew Dubbins is a Los Angeles-based journalist whose work has appeared in The Daily Beast, Los
Angeles Magazine, Alta, Slate, and other outlets. He has also reported stories for Epic Magazine, including
“Little America,” which inspired the Apple TV original series.
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Oline Eaton
FINDING JACKIE: A Life Reinvented
North American: Diversion

Manuscript available / Publishing January 31, 2023
98,000 words / 18 photos

“John F. Kennedy said: ‘What makes journalism so fascinating and biography so interesting is
the struggle to answer that single question: What’s he like?’ No more struggling on the subject
of Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis. Oline Eaton’s FINDING JACKIE penetrates the mystique and
unravels the myth with the best Jackie biography ever. Brava, Brava, Brava!”

—Kitty Kelley, New York Times bestselling author of Jackie Oh! and Oprah: A Biography

Jackie. One name was all you needed. A paragon of femininity, fashion, modern wifeliness, and
motherhood, she was also fiercely independent, the first modern First Lady. Then her husband was
murdered, changing her world and ours. Traumatized and exposed, Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy
nonetheless built a new life in a world similarly haunted by upheaval. She dated and traveled ceaselessly
before scandalizing Americans by marrying a foreigner, living abroad, climbing pyramids, cruising the
oceans, and wandering Europe braless and barefoot.

But Jackie’s reinvention has been culturally erased. In FINDING JACKIE, author Oline Eaton pieces it
back together. Jackie’s story—treated like a national soap opera and transmitted through newspapers,
magazines, images, and TV during the 1960s and 1970s—became wired into America’s emotional grid.
Here, in FINDING JACKIE, she’s rediscovered as an adventurer, a wanderer, a woman, and an idea in
which many Americans and people around the globe have deeply, fiercely wanted to believe.

Touching down everywhere from London, Paris, the Watergate, and 1040 Fifth Avenue to Skopios,
Athens, Capri, and Phnom Phen, FINDING JACKIE returns Jackie’s story to its original context of a
serialized drama unfurling alongside the Civil Rights movement, women’s liberation, and the Vietnam
War. FINDING JACKIE reveals the kaleidoscopic Jackie we need now: the most celebrated, exposed,
beloved, reviled, written-about, and followed “star of  life.”

Oline Eaton teaches first year writing as a full-time lecturer at Howard University and as an adjunct at
New York University. Her academic research examines how celebrity life-stories circulate in American
culture over time. She has been writing about Jackie Onassis for over twenty years, and her academic
research on the subject has been published in Biography, Celebrity Studies Journal, the Journal of American
Culture, the Journal of  American Studies, and Gender, Place and Culture.
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Paul R. Gregory
THE OSWALDS:
An Untold Account of  Marina and Lee
North American: Diversion

Manuscript available / Publishing November 15, 2022
75,000 words / 17 photos

In THE OSWALDS, Paul Gregory—labeled by Robert Oswald as the “only” friend of Lee Harvey
Oswald and his Soviet wife Marina—breaks nearly sixty years of silence to reveal how the soul of a
killer took shape.

Two hours after the assassination of President John F. Kennedy, television cameras captured police
escorting a suspect into Dallas, Texas, police headquarters. Meanwhile, in the student center at the
University of Oklahoma, Gregory scanned the figure in a white, V-neck tee shirt and saw a battered yet
recognizable face. Shocked, he said, “I know that man.” In fact, he knew Lee and Marina better than
almost anyone in America.

Identified by the FBI as a “known associate of LHO,” Gregory faced interrogations by the Secret
Service and would later testify before the Warren Commission. Now, he offers readers the intimate
details of his time spent within the inner world of Lee and Marina’s young marriage in their rundown
duplex in Fort Worth, Texas. His recollections include memories both casual and deadly serious, such
as the dinner at his parents’ house introducing Marina to the “Dallas Russians,” a front-yard incident of
spousal abuse, and Lee’s attempt to assassinate a retired general. Gregory also recalls his father’s role as
Marina’s translator and confidante in the first four days following the assassination, holed up at the Six
Flags Inn with Marina, Lee’s mother, and the Secret Service.

As a scholar and skilled researcher, Gregory debunks the vast array of conspiracy theories with a
candid assessment of the JFK assassination, demonstrating that Lee Harvey Oswald did it and did it
alone—that the Oswald he once called a friend had the motive, the intelligence, and the means to be an
assassin.

Paul R. Gregory is a Research Fellow at Stanford’s Hoover Institution and a pioneer in the study of
Soviet and Russian economics. A student of the fabled Harvard Russian Research Center, he received
his PhD from Harvard in 1969. His textbook on the Russian economy was used to teach more than
two generations of students. In addition to his scholarly work, he has been an active blogger on
Russian affairs for Forbes, The Hill, and other media platforms.
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Loren Grush
THE SIX: The Untold Story of  America’s
First Women in Space

North American: Scribner
UK: Virago

Manuscript delivery October 2022 / Publishing Fall 2023
90,000 words / 20-24 photos

Space has long been a frontier populated by men. From the swashbuckling, macho era evoked in Tom
Wolfe’s The Right Stuff to the real life race between Elon Musk and Jeff Bezos to conquer commercial
space flight, women have hardly been in the limelight of space exploration. Still, women have made
great leaps for womankind in recent years, and they owe a debt of gratitude to the founding mothers of
space.

THE SIX tells the rich and multilayered story of those first women recruited by NASA to compete to
become the first American women in space. Sally Ride is the name most people recognize when it
comes to space firsts, but there were also five other women who joined her on this unique journey.
They were competing against each other, and competing against history, but they also banded together.
When these incredible six women descended on Johnson Space Center in the 1970s, responding to a
new recruitment campaign by NASA, there were no locker rooms for women. The first thing NASA
did for them was create a makeup kit for space, but the women comprising THE SIX would rather talk
about hydraulics than hair and makeup. Even after they outperformed the men on many of the
elaborate physical and mental tests, it was still believed that a woman’s role in space would be to
provide “entertainment” for the men. At a time when women were meant to be astronauts’ wives,
these women wanted more.

Drawing on extensive interviews, archival research, and unique access, space reporter Loren Grush
captures the narrative of this historic era in space exploration, shining a bright light on the women
pioneers who made history, opened up new frontiers for women, and inspired little girls everywhere to
pursue the passion for science, technology, and whatever else they have been told they can’t do.

Loren Grush is a space reporter for Bloomberg. Her parents were both NASA engineers, and she grew
up next door to the Johnson Space Center in Houston where her mom worked with Sally Ride. THE
SIX has the makings of The Girls of Atomic City, Code Girls, and Fly Girls, all bestsellers. Scribner bought
THE SIX in the biggest deal of 2020. There will also be a children’s edition of THE SIX which will be
available for translation.
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Rachel Louise Martin
A MOST TOLERANT LITTLE TOWN:
The Explosive Beginning
of  School Desegregation
North American: Simon & Schuster

Manuscript delivery October 2022 / Publishing June 13, 2023
120,000 words

When one thinks of the beginnings of school desegregation in America, the images of the Little Rock
Nine immediately come to mind. But before those nine young men and women of color made history
entering Central High School in 1957, there came the Clinton 12 – twelve Black high school students
who in 1956 desegregated an all-white high school in the foothills of  the Appalachians in Tennessee.

There were death threats and beatings, picket lines and safety shelters. Neighbors turned on neighbors.
The national guard rumbled through town. Small town preachers for the first time found themselves at
a loss for words. Tensions continued to escalate until a series of bombs were detonated inside Clinton
High School, destroying half of the building and a whole generation’s innocence. Nevertheless, school
in Clinton, Tennessee—desegregated school—went on. Unlike its more urban counterparts at the
time—Little Rock, Birmingham, Atlanta—Clinton’s integration story could be called a “success.” But
only those who were there knew the cost.

Together, the Clinton 12 made those first, uneasy but essential steps toward that goal of equal
education for all, a goal which some seventy years later sadly still eludes us. But their story is vitally
important, a missing link in the chain of events that formed the civil rights movement as we know it
today. Historian and writer Rachel Martin has conducted nearly 70 oral history interviews with the
former students of Clinton High School, as well as educators, residents, and witnesses of this period.
Drawing on these interviews as well as meticulous research, she will tell a character-driven story of this
small town in the throes of big change, through the point of view of the students who experienced it
firsthand.

Rachel Martin is an historian and journalist whose work has appeared in O Magazine, Oxford American,
Catapult, Bitter Southerner and The Atlantic. She is the author of Hot History: The True Story of a City, a
Family and an Obsession and holds a PhD in women’s and gender history from the University of North
Carolina, Chapel Hill.
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David Pietrusza
ROOSEVELT SWEEPS NATION: FDR’s 1936
Landslide and the Triumph of  the Liberal Deal
North American: Diversion

Manuscript available / Publishing September 13, 2022
195,000 words / 32 photos

Award-winning historian David Pietrusza boldly steers clear of the pat narrative regarding Franklin
Roosevelt’s unprecedented 1936 re-election landslide, weaving an enormously more intricate, surprising
tale of a polarized nation. He paints a portrait of America’s most complex, calculating, and politically
successful president at the top of his Machiavellian game, and how our society, our politics, and our
parties fitfully reinvented themselves.

ROOSEVELT SWEEPS NATION is a tale of heroes and villains, including not just FDR but also a
searing cast of supporting characters: the rabble-rousing Democratic US Senator Huey Long, whose
assassination short-circuited his 1936 challenge; powerful, but widely hated, newspaper baron William
Randolph Hearst, who blasted FDR’s “Raw Deal”; and the wildly popular, radical radio commentator
Father Coughlin. Pietrusza unveils a vivid portrait of a turbulent Depression-era America, featuring the
steamrolled passage of Social Security and the backlash against it; the era’s racism and anti-Semitism;
American Socialists and Communists; and a Supreme Court seemingly bent on dismantling the New
Deal.

Crafting his account from an impressive and unprecedented collection of primary and secondary
sources, Pietrusza has produced an engrossing, original, and authoritative account of an election, a
president, and a country at a crossroads. The nation’s stakes were high—and the parallels are
hauntingly akin to today’s dangerously strife-ridden political and culture wars.

David Pietrusza’s other books include 1920: The Year of Six Presidents; Rothstein: The Life, Times, and
Murder of the Criminal Genius Who Fixed the 1919 World Series; 1948: Harry Truman's Improbable Victory and
the Year that Transformed America's Role in the World; 1960: LBJ vs. JFK vs. Nixon: The Epic Campaign that
Forged Three Presidencies; and 1932: The Rise of Hitler and FDR—Two Tales of Politics, Betrayal, and Unlikely
Destiny. Rothstein was a finalist for an Edgar Award in the Best Fact Crime category, and 1920 was
honored by Kirkus Reviews as among their "Books of the Year." Pietrusza has appeared on Good Morning
America, Morning Joe, The Voice of America, The History Channel, ESPN, NPR, AMC, and C-SPAN.
He has spoken at The John F. Kennedy Presidential Library and Museum, The National Baseball Hall
of Fame, the Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum, the Harry S Truman Library and
Museum, and various universities and festivals.

17



Judy Rakowsky
JEWS IN THE GARDEN: A Holocaust
Survivor, an Investigative Reporter, and a
Family’s Quest for Answers in Poland
North American: Sourcebooks

Manuscript available / Publishing July 11, 2023
80,000 words

In 2018 Poland’s right-wing government passed a law mandating that any history of Polish involvement
with the Nazis be obscured. It didn’t take long (2021) for two scholars to be brought to trial for
documenting the death of Jews at the hands of Poles in a small portion of a 1,200-page scholarly work.
Free speech defenders worldwide were outraged.

But investigative journalist Judy Rakowsky and her elderly cousin Sam, a Holocaust survivor, are no
strangers to this reluctance to unlock history in Poland. Over the course of two decades, the pair
traveled back to Sam’s hometown in Poland repeatedly, searching for what happened to their relatives
who were lost during the Holocaust.

Part memoir, part detective story, part family history, JEWS IN THE GARDEN is the lively, heartfelt
account of Sam and Judy’s quest for answers to questions that for decades no one dared ask. As Judy
trains her investigative eyes and ears toward the task, she sees a cover up. This unlikely pair knocks on
doors, petitions court documents, gets run off properties, seeks clandestine meetings, and ultimately
finds Poles who do want to remember that their relatives hid Jews in an effort to save them. They were
the Jews in the garden next door. And Judy and Sam want to tell their story.

To have a living Holocaust survivor (Sam is 97, living in Florida) guide us back through this hidden
history is a remarkable asset when other books tend to rely on documents, photographs, and other
archival material. Further, JEWS IN THE GARDEN flies in the face of the 2018 law that seeks to
suppress this very history. This is an important contribution and should garner significant media
attention.

Judy Rakowsky is an award-winning reporter and editor for outlets including The Boston Globe, People
Magazine, The Providence Journal, The Columbus Citizen-Journal, and The Plain Dealer. She has covered the
major stories of our time, from organized crime and bank fraud litigation in Rhode Island in the 1980s
to terrorism and security issues after 9/11 to online bullying in the 2000s. She is currently the
Managing Director for Crisis and Strategic Communications at Liberty Square Group.
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Julie Satow
GARMENT QUEENS:
The Untold Story of  Department Stores
& the Fashionable Women Who Ruled Them
North American: Doubleday

Proposal and outline available
Manuscript delivery May 2023 / Publishing Fall 2024
352 pages / 25-30 photos

The department store. Those wondrous palaces of consumption came into being in the early 20th

century as part of a new age of consumerism. Over time they became arbiters of taste and hives of
activity where women could stake out a newfound independence. Every wish and desire could be
attended to under one roof – afternoon tea, a stroll through the latest fashions, a wedding planned, or a
funeral, a sensible pair of  loafers for a first job, a bat mitzvah dress, a baby gift, a set of  cutlery.

Sadly, that world is gone, or going fast, replaced by online behemoths and discount chains. But for
decades it was a golden age. Men’s names graced the buildings, but inside women ruled.

Now, for the first time, GARMENT QUEENS will tell the story of the rise and fall of the department
store and the women who made them into meccas. In many respects they were America’s first real
career women—they took risks, they innovated, they competed with one another, yet they lifted each
other up. Centering on three pioneering women who headed Bonwit Teller, Lord & Taylor, and Henri
Bendel, GARMENT QUEENS captures this era in all its glitz and glamor and showcases the
unheralded women who made that world go round, from the shopgirls to the buyers to the executives
to the consumers. Along the way readers will be treated to cameos by glitterati from fashion, art,
theater, society, and the world stage.

Sophisticated, insightful, impeccably researched and expertly crafted, GARMENT QUEENS will
appeal to those legions of readers of smart nonfiction by, for, and about strong women—from Code
Girls and The Girls of  Atomic Cityto, most recently, The Barbizon and Susan, Linda, Nina and Cokie.

Julie Satow is the perfect person to tell this story. The award-winning author of The Plaza: The Secret Life
of America’s Most Famous Hotel, which was a New York Times Editor’s Choice and an NPR favorite book
of 2019, Julie is a regular contributor to The New York Times. Her work has also appeared on NPR,
Bloomberg Businessweek, Travel + Leisure, and elsewhere.
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Dave Zirin
THE PEOPLE’S HISTORIAN:
A People’s History of  Howard Zinn
North American: Dutton

Proposal and outline available / Manuscript delivery July 2024
110,000-120,00 words

From award-winning columnist for The Nation magazine and author of A People’s History of Sports in the
United States comes this rich, immersive, and definitive biography of renowned historian Howard Zinn,
a personal friend of the author’s. This work examines Zinn’s life and work as a progressive icon and
thought leader through the story of the times that shaped him and America – based on the full
cooperation of  the Zinn family and unprecedented access to his archives.

Howard Zinn (1922-2010) was known as “the people’s historian.” His seminal work, A People’s History of
the United States, is perhaps the most influential history book of the last 150 years. A child of Jewish
immigrants, Zinn grew up in a tenement in depression-era Brooklyn, which helped form his
unwavering belief in and respect for the working class. He was directly involved in some of the most
significant movements of the second half of the 20th century: he participated in the Black Freedom
Struggle as an on-the-ground historian of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee; he
organized against the war in Vietnam and in favor of prison and criminal justice reform; he mentored
luminary Black women activists such as Alice Walker; and he emerged as a vocal opponent to George
W. Bush’s wars in the Middle East. His remarkably prescient ideology helped establish the foundation
for groundbreaking, nation-changing movements like the 1619 project and Black Lives Matter, and
even speaks to the momentum currently building to organize Starbucks and Amazon.

Drawing on the full cooperation of the Zinn family and unprecedented access to his archives, THE
PEOPLE’S HISTORIAN will be the definitive biography of the man who has inspired us all to
question the status quo and claim our own history.

Named one of UTNE Reader’s “50 Visionaries Who Are Changing Our World,” Dave Zirin is the
sports editor at The Nation magazine. He has been called “the best sports writer in the United States”
by New York Times icon Robert Lipsyte. He has written eleven books on the politics of sports, including
the acclaimed biography Jim Brown: Last Man Standing. Zirin has brought his signature blend of sports
and politics to multiple television programs including ESPN’s Outside the Lines, MSNBC’s Morning Joe,
CNN, and Democracy Now! with Amy Goodman. He has also been on numerous national radio programs
from sports radio to National Public Radio’s Tell Me More, Talk of the Nation, and All Things Considered.
His writing has appeared in The New York Times, The Los Angeles Times, The Washington Post, and many
other publications.
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Kelcey Ervick
THE KEEPER: Soccer, Me, and the Law
that Changed Women’s Lives
North American: Avery

Manuscript available / Publishing October 4, 2022
336 illustrated pages

“The Keeper is a triumph! Kelcey Ervick’s rollicking visual storytelling makes this
information-packed lesson in women’s sports history both hilarious and surprisingly moving.
Do not be deceived by her loose, exuberant drawings—the level of writerly control at play in
this beautiful book is prodigious.”

– Alison Bechdel, author of  theNew York Times bestselling Fun Home

In THE KEEPER, Ervick revisits her past as a goalkeeper on one of the top teams in the country, the
position Vladimir Nabakov once said was surrounded by a “halo of singular glamour.” Growing up
playing on a top national soccer team in the 1980s, Kelcey Ervick and her teammates didn’t understand
the change they represented. Title IX was enacted in 1972 with little fanfare, but to seismic effect;
between then and now, girls’ participation in organized sports has exploded. Braiding together personal
narrative, pop culture, literature, and history, Ervick tells the story of how her adolescence was shaped
by this boom. She looks at the role models and images the girls had at the time (Charlie's Angels, Miss
America, Wonder Woman, all strong but sexy) and wonders what her life would have looked like if
there had been more choices. She weaves in stories of pioneering women in history who had to work
hard to realize they could seize the power to realize their dreams. Ervick also explores her role as a
goalkeeper—a position marked by outsider status and observation—and reveals it has drawn some of
the most famed writers of our time. With wit and poignant storytelling, THE KEEPER brings to life
forgotten figures who understood the importance of athletics to help women step into their confidence
and power—and push for equality.

This captivating blend of memoir and women’s history calls to mind the seeking honesty of Alison
Bechdel, the mischievous charm of Notorious RBG and the accessible appeal of Rachel Ignatofsky’s
Women in Sports, Women in Science, Women in Art – all bestsellers.

Kelcey Ervick is a featured comics artist for The Rumpus, where her “Suffragette City” series in 2019
drew enormous attention. Her work also appears in the The Believer and Nashville Review. She is the
award-winning author of three books of fiction and nonfiction that focus on lives of lesser-known
historical women, and she is currently co-editing (with bestselling graphic memoirist Tom Hart) Field
Guide to Graphic Literature (Rose Metal Press, 2022). She teaches creative writing at Indiana University
South Bend.
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Scott Lindgren & Thayer Walker
THE RIVER RUNNER
North American: Random House

Proposal and outline available
Manuscript delivery Fall 2022 / Publishing Fall 2024
80,000-100,000 words

Scott Lindgren is the man who put kayaking on the map. As a young gun he made countless first
descents across the globe and quickly experienced worldwide fame. He was first lured to the river in
his youth, where he found an escape from his turbulent childhood on the gritty streets of various
agricultural towns in southern California. He became the youngest whitewater rafting guide in the
Grand Canyon at age 17, but he soon traded in rafts for a kayak, the ‘sports car’ of river running.
Scott’s rise in the world of expedition kayaking is a tale of colossal, mind-blowing adventures, a thrill
ride down some of the world’s most dangerous and death-defying rivers. He saw dozens of friends
meet early ends. He battled hippos and crocodiles. He began filming these incredible expeditions,
documenting the sport in the way surfing had never been documented before it. But he also found new
lows: addiction, depression, brain tumors, a career cut short.

Scott’s dream was to complete the four great rivers of Tibet’s Mt. Kailash, a Himalayan peak that
carries deeper meaning to more people than even Mount Everest. This was kayaking’s equivalent to
mountaineer Reinhold Messner’s 16-year quest to climb all 14 of the world’s 8,000-meter peaks without
oxygen. But Scott’s brain tumor rendered him foggy, listless, and ultimately a danger to himself and
others in the sport he loved. Over time, with surgery and treatment, the tumor receded only to return.
This time, instead of  radiation, Scott chose to go back to paddling and descend that last sacred river.

THE RIVER RUNNER is an adventure memoir of the highest order. It is also a story of survival,
redemption, and the pursuit of a passion that gives meaning. A documentary about Scott’s quest to
kayak the four great rivers of Tibet’s holy Mount Kailash was released in 2021. It was directed by Rich
Sturges and received the 2021 Best Film Mountain Sports at the Banff  Film Festival.

Scott Lindgren is perhaps the greatest expedition kayaker in the history of the sport. He has spoken to
global leaders at NATO, carried the Explorer’s Club flag into the world’s deepest river canyon, and won
an Emmy award for cinematography. By completing a successful descent of the Indus River in 2017,
Lindgren achieved an audacious goal two-decades in the making, becoming the only person to kayak
the four great rivers of Tibet’s holy Mount Kailash. Thayer Walker has been a correspondent for
Outside magazine for 15 years, covering everything from civil war to deep sea exploration. His work has
appeared in dozens of other outlets including The New York Times, NPR, The Atlantic, Scientific American,
Men’s Journal, and San Francisco Chronicle.
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Ron Danta, Danny Robertshaw, & Larry Lindner
FOREVER HOME:
How Our House Became a Home for
Lost, Abandoned, & Misunderstood Dogs
North American: HarperOne
Australia: Affirm Press

Manuscript available / Publishing October 25, 2022
80,000 words / 28 photos

From the stars of the Netflix documentary Life in the Doghouse and founders of one of the most
recognized rescue organizations in the world, FOREVER HOME is the poignant story of how Danny
and Ron found each other during a time they each needed rescuing and how they transformed their
home into a haven for dogs in need.

Danny & Ron’s Dog Rescue is an organization like no other. Because an abused or neglected dog can
only recover and learn to trust again when it is in a loving home, Danny and Ron decided to open their
doors. In this heartwarming book, Danny and Ron chronicle their journey helping more than 13,000
dogs in need, telling the stories of many furry friends that have come into their lives. At any given time,
there are upwards of 70 dogs lounging, frolicking, recovering, and cuddling under their own roof. For
many of these wonderful canines, this house saved them from death. This safe haven for last-ditch
dogs is also a haven for Danny and Ron. Both were abandoned in their own ways by their own families,
until they found each other, formed a union, and made this happy sanctuary. In essence, they rescued
each other.

For Danny and Ron, saving and protecting innocent and defenseless dogs and finding them forever
homes is their passion and life mission. FOREVER HOME is their story—a message of acceptance,
kindness, and, of course, love. It is a reminder that hope and joy can arise from the darkest
circumstances, and that we all can make the world a better place for ourselves and our animal friends: it
starts at home, with patience, empathy, and an open heart.

Danny Robertshaw and Ron Danta are the founders of Danny & Ron’s Rescue, which speaks for the
helpless animals who have no voice. They began their rescue mission in 2005 after Hurricane Katrina,
aiding dogs who were left homeless by the storm. Since then, their outreach has grown exponentially.
They rescue puppy mill dogs, bait dogs used in dogfighting, and more than 13,000 canines otherwise
destined for euthanasia. Writer Larry Lindner is a New York Times bestselling collaborative author. He
also penned a long-running, widely syndicated column for The Washington Post and a column for The
Boston Globe. His writing has appeared in Conde Nast Traveler, The Los Angeles Times, Reader’s Digest, O, the
Oprah Magazine, and many other publications.
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Lucas Cantor Santiago
THE MUSIC CODE:
Solving Schubert’s Unfinished Symphony
and Composing the Future
North American: Diversion
Chinese: Cheers

Sample chapters available / Publishing August 2023
75,000 - 85,000 words / 15-20 photos

In 2019, Los Angeles-based composer, producer, and conductor Lucas Cantor Santiago was asked by
the Chinese technology company, Huawei, to finish Schubert’s Unfinished Symphony using Artificial
Intelligence. Like most jobs, it came with a tight deadline and no time to reflect on the implications of
such a project. It wasn’t until the morning of the premiere that Santiago started to contemplate what he
had done.

In THE MUSIC CODE, Santiago journeys through musical and technological history, asking what it
means that Artificial Intelligence can finish Schubert’s Unfinished Symphony. Ranging from manmade
music of more than 40,000 years ago to a future where superintelligent technology routinely writes
music, THE MUSIC CODE explores our ever-evolving world in which music and technology collide.

Santiago narrates how Pythagoras, Saint Hildegard, Johannes Gutenberg, Franz Schubert, Thomas
Edison, Gershwin,  and a host of other musical and technology giants grappled with the same
contradictions and concerns that we face today and how they contributed to the growth
of art-focused technology. Their legacies are still with us. The way we frame discussions about creativity
and technology are largely the way they framed them. But, as Santiago shows by recalling his own
radical, futuristic work in AI-based music, it is not the only way. Ultimately, THE MUSIC CODE is a
book about what it means to be human—the story of how music and technology offer us a different
way of  looking at our future.  

Lucas Cantor Santiago’s music can be heard on the radio, on television, in major feature films, and on
concert stages. He has collaborated with Lorde, The Wu-Tang Clan, Spike Jonze, Michel Gondry,
DreamWorks, Disney, Netflix, and is a two-time Emmy Award winner. His concert works include the
final 2 movements of Schubert’s Unfinished Symphony (finished with AI), the Softbank Sinfonia (a data
driven symphony), New Composition #38 (a piece written by AI and produced by Cantor), and 24
Dedications. Santiago is the Editor-At-Large for Thrive Global’s music section where he edits and
contributes. He is a TEDx Speaker on the subject of Artificial Intelligence and the arts; a guest lecturer
at UCLA, USC, and Belmont University; and a regular speaker at the annual AI Everything Expo at the
Dubai World Trade Center and the ASCAP Experience in Los Angeles.
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Rosie Schaap
THE SLOW ROAD NORTH: How I Found
Peace in an Improbable Country
North American: Mariner

Sample chapters available / Publishing August 15, 2023
60,000 words

After losing her husband and her mother to traumatic illnesses in a single year, Rosie pushed ahead in
her professional life, summiting professional peaks most writers only dream of. But internally she had
plunged into an anxious spiral of despair. For years she grappled to keep it together, a “professional
drinker” with her grief on hold. It wasn’t until she visited Belfast that she found a partner in healing:
the city itself.

THE SLOW ROAD NORTH will blend personal narrative and social history. The Irish have always
had an openness in the face of death and loss, and this book will explore that communal candor and its
effects both on Rosie’s psyche and Northern Ireland’s own sociopolitical healing. As an MA candidate
at the Seamus Heaney Centre for Poetry at Queen’s University in Belfast, Rosie will have uninterrupted
access to Northern Ireland during this pivotal time in its history.

Rosie Schaap is the author of the memoir Drinking With Men, named one of the best books of 2013 by
Library Journal, Maclean’s, and National Public Radio. She was the monthly “Drink” columnist for The
New York Times Magazine from 2011 to 2017. Her byline has also appeared in The New York Times book
review, dining, sports, and travel sections, Bon Appetit, Food & Wine, Lucky Peach, Marie Claire, Saveur,
and Travel+Leisure, among other publications. Her personal essays have been published in numerous
anthologies. A contributor to the radio show This American Life, she is on the faculty of the MFA
program in creative writing at Fairleigh Dickinson University.
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Neil Shea
FROSTLINES: Dispatches from the New Arctic
North American: Ecco

Manuscript delivery February 2023 / Publishing Spring 2024
70,000-90,000 words / 32-48 photos

In the tradition of Barry Lopez, Neil Shea’s FROSTLINES will look at the changing Arctic from many
different regions and perspectives, using one particularly compelling thread—his time spent with Arctic
wolves on Ellesmere Island. The days he spent with those wolves, in that wilderness, changed his life.
He looks at the Inuit and the militarization that is creeping into the great north. He looks at vanishing
caribou and dying ways of  life, but also new frontiers in science and culture.

This is a sweeping yet intimate account of the New Arctic – and unlike most of what we read about the
region, it isn’t a funeral but a transformation, a tale of how this fascinating and mysterious place is
adapting to climate change.

Neil Shea is an award-winning writer, documentary filmmaker and podcaster, who writes for National
Geographic and serves as an editorial contributor to Virginia Quarterly Review and American Scholar. His
obsession has always been the Arctic, and last year he wrote two utterly compelling stories that ran in
National Geographic’s special issue on the Arctic, eliciting an enormous response. His piece on the
militarization of the Arctic (Sept 2019) was nominated for a Pulitzer. His gifts as an observer,
storyteller, and prose-stylist are uniquely matched to this task. He has given TedX talks and led
countless courses, lectures, and workshops. He is scheduled for two trips to the Arctic next year as he
continues to explore this expanse of  the earth in the throes of  change.
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Aaron Teasdale
THIN ICE: The Last Great Arctic Journey
and the Death of  Exploration
North American: National Geographic

Manuscript delivery December 2023 / Publishing Fall 2024
85,000 words / 25 photos

Børge Ousland and Mike Horn, two of the world’s greatest living explorers, have spent the past three
decades wringing some of the last great geographical feats from this world. South-African born Swiss
explorer Mike Horn swam the length of the Amazon River and navigated 4,000 jungled miles over six
months, while Norwegian Børge Ousland was the first to ski solo to the North Pole and across
Antarctica, feats once considered impossible.

So you can imagine Ousland’s surprise in 2018 when an inexperienced American named Colin O’Brady
brashly claimed to have completed the first solo crossing of Antarctica, an effort he touted as “The
Impossible First.” Fueled by breathless coverage in The New York Times, O’Brady basked in the ensuing
adulation. Ousland tried to point out that he had, in fact, already crossed Antarctica. But his modest
megaphone could not rival O’Brady’s, and few people or media outlets paid him mind.

These three explorers’ different methods, and different motivations, would continue to shape their
criss-crossing career trajectories over the subsequent years. THIN ICE is the story of old-world
exploration versus new. It is an urgent commentary on the modern world in which Colin O’Brady –
with his high-dollar marketing firms, purchased social media followers, and paid-off Wikipedia editors
– can succeed in making himself  more widely known than Børge Ousland and Mike Horn.

Based on new interviews and reporting, THIN ICE will tell the story of two of the greatest explorers
of our time and the groundbreaking crossing that they pursued not for fame but for the sake of
adventure itself. Juxtaposed against a revelatory reckoning with media-darling O’Brady’s narratives of
his own exploits, what emerges is is an archetypal cautionary tale about the corrosive power of
unchecked ambition that brings the purer aspirations of  Ousland and Horn into relief.

Aaron Teasdale is a 20-year freelance writer and photographer. He is the former editor of Adventure
Cyclist magazine, a former contributing editor for Bike, Powder, Backcountry, and Mountain magazines,
longtime senior contributor for Sierra magazine, and the former lead ski writer for National Geographic
Adventure. He has won eleven Lowell Thomas Travel Journalism awards from the Society of American
Travel Writers, including multiple wins for Travel Writer of the Year. This will be his first narrative
book.
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James Michael Dorsey
THE LAGOON:  
Encounters with the Whales of  San Ignacio
North American: Diversion

Manuscript available / Publishing May 23, 2023
60,000 words / 25 photos

San Ignacio Lagoon in Baja, Mexico, is a gray whale sanctuary unlike any other. A nursery for Eschritus
robustus since before recorded history, the lagoon is the only place in the world where animals in their
natural aquatic environment routinely seek out human contact. It is a place where magical bonds
between whales and humans form—a sanctuary not just geographically but spiritually. No one
understands this better than James Dorsey, who has worked as the lagoon’s naturalist for two decades.
Dorsey and his wife Irene found themselves growing attached to the intelligent, spirited creatures and
the lagoon itself. Their unexpected, deep connection to the place and its people evolved into a lifetime
of chasing whales and self-discovery. But with the lurking threats of climate change and development,
the future of  the refuge is uncertain.

In THE LAGOON, Dorsey weaves his experiences with the history of San Ignacio Lagoon, including
its origin as a killing ground for whales and its evolution into a sanctuary. He introduces the people that
make the lagoon special, as well as the whales—their individual personalities, and the science behind
their behavior. Looming over the narrative are the many dangers to the area, from the Mitsubishi
corporation’s attempts to build salt works to plans for resort development on the Baja coast, to
pollution, and even to the orcas who hunt the gray whales.

THE LAGOON illuminates the magic of human connection to animals, and what those bonds can
teach us about ourselves and our purpose on Earth. And Dorsey’s tale is yet another reminder of the
importance of preserving these animals and their natural habitats. He is to Gray Whales what Jane
Goodall is to Chimpanzees, and THE LAGOON is poised to make a splash for those who loved
Blackfish and My Octopus Teacher.

James Dorsey is a certified cetacean naturalist with expertise in whales, dolphins, porpoises, sea lions,
and seals. He has worked for twenty-five years as an on-board naturalist on whale boats from several
Southern California Harbors. For twenty seasons he was resident naturalist in the Gray Whale nursery
in San Ignacio Lagoon, in Baja, Mexico. He has written close to eight hundred essays or articles about
nature in publications like BBC Wildlife, Natural History Magazine, Sea Kayaker Magazine, The Los Angeles
Times, California Literary Review, Chicago Sun Times, BBC Travel, Hidden Compass, Panorama Journal, Chicken
Soup for the Soul, and Geographic Expeditions.
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Steve Searles & Chris Erskine
WHAT THE BEARS KNOW: The Story of
Some Misbehaving Black Bears, the Man
Hired To Hunt Them Down, and How
They Saved Each Other
North American: Pegasus

Proposal and outline available
Manuscript delivery January 2023 / Publishing Fall 2024
75,000 words

Steve Searles was a high school dropout, doing odd jobs in and around Mammoth Lakes, CA. But
when the town hired him to get rid of half of the pesky black bear population, because he knew his
way around a firearm and liked to shoot things, Steve’s life changed forever. The bears won him over,
and for the last twenty-five years he has lived among them – curling up next to them to sleep, climbing
up trees to rescue them, running them out of dumpsters (and sometimes grocery stores). Along the
way he earned the moniker “The Bear Whisperer” and educated a community about the value of
coexisting with these incredible creatures.

In an adventurous tradition that runs from John Muir to Bear Grylls, Searles’ WHAT THE BEARS
KNOW is a memoir of a life in and among bears that reveals unique insight into the physical, social,
and emotional lives of bears as no one else can. Through his boots-on-the-ground experience Steve
Searles has found a fellowship with nature and a deeper meaning in the world of bears. Unlike us, bears
waste little time for unreasonable fears. A bear is always in the moment. Its superpower is patience.
Bears have an inner peace. They are 500 lbs of fearsomeness, and always hungry, but in reality they’re
mostly fluff and stay away from us so we’ll stay away from them. We should treat bears as our nature
guides. Their habits, their demeanors provide a portal into the wonders of the wilderness. Steve Searles
helps us come to understand why no other animal on the planet is as revered.

Funny, heartwarming, and authentic, WHAT THE BEARS KNOW is an irresistible tale of that unique
bond that humans can share with nature if  we make sure to take the time to listen.

Steve Searles, aka “The Bear Whisperer” has been profiled in The Los Angeles Times and The New York
Times, and he was the star of the Animal Planet show The Bear Whisperer. He is media-savvy, funny, and
knows how to talk in soundbytes. Chris Erskine is a nationally recognized columnist with The Los
Angeles Times, and a member of  a Pulitzer Prize-winning team as an editor. This is his fifth book.
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Greg Skomal with Ret Talbot
CHASING SHADOWS:
My Life Tracking the Great White Shark
North American: William Morrow

Proposal & outline available / Publishing Summer 2023
85,000 words / 40 photos

Greg Skomal has seen more sharks in the Atlantic than anyone in the world. A senior fisheries biologist
for the state of Massachusetts, Greg has become the go-to expert on the resurgence of sharks in New
England, where beaches of this once quaint, provincial seaside getaway are now posted with warning
signs and purple shark flags portending potential disaster. It’s a modern day scene out of Jaws, and
Greg is the real life Matt Hooper.

It was a fatal attack off a beach in Wellfleet in 2018 (the first on Cape Cod in 82 years) that brought
into sharp focus the inherent tension in Greg’s work, to protect and serve the public but also to protect
and serve this amazing predator. Using that 2018 fatal attack as the tipping point, CHASING
SHADOWS dives headlong into Greg’s lifelong study of sharks, starting from a young age when he
lost himself in Jacques Cousteau and Jaws, to when the population of sharks around the Cape began to
surge due to the dramatic increase in the number of seals, to South Africa and Guadalupe and other
shark hotspots around the world, and back home where the politics of public safety and conservation
have Greg in the crosshairs.

CHASING SHADOWS delves into the science, history, and mythology of this most fascinating and
fearsome creature, this “perfect predator,” as the great white is called. From the fishing communities to
the vacationers to the scientists trawling the waters for answers, Greg Skomal explains the science of
sharks and what tracking them can tell us. Nowhere will a reader come more up close and personal
with the great white shark.

Greg Skomal has appeared on 60 Minutes, the Discovery Channel, and is a regular on Shark Week, in all
cases serving the role of an expert. He also speaks frequently at standing-room-only events. But
nowhere has Greg told his full story nor had the chance to delve so deep into what he knows about
sharks and how they behave. Ret Talbot is an award-winning journalist (National Geographic, Discover
Magazine) who covers the intersection of fisheries and conservation, and specializes in stories about the
natural world.
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John Eisenberg
ROCKET MEN: The Rise of  Black
Quarterbacks in the NFL
North American: Basic Books

Proposal available / Manuscript delivery September 2022
85,000 words / 40 photos

What the world has witnessed in the past few seasons of the NFL is nothing short of magnificence at
the QB position, the undeniable, most central role in the game. And it’s been Black quarterbacks –
Lamar Jackson and Patrick Mahomes – who have single handedly reinvented the game and corrected
the long, racially fraught history of whether a Black quarterback could ‘handle’ the position. NBC’s Cris
Collinsworth, normally calm as a broadcast analyst, excitedly declared, “Lamar is changing what we’re
going to see from now on from quarterbacks in the NFL. Right here, right now, you’re seeing the game
evolve.”

The reality is Black players were not regarded as “quarterback material” by scouts, by the league, by
fans. And this went on from the beginning of the NFL, including a ban on Black players in general,
that lasted beyond WWII. There is no Jackie Robinson of the NFL. There is a cadre of brave players
who chipped away over the decades at these long held, misguided beliefs and blatant discrimination.

John Eisenberg aims to tell the story of the rise of the Black quarterback through the lens of two of the
most seminal players in the game today, weaving in the long but determined history of those who came
before them. Eisenberg is a bestselling author and noted NFL historian who has unique access to the
players, the coaches, the executives, and the teammates who have witnessed this revolution.
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Scott Howard-Cooper
KINGDOM ON FIRE: Kareem, Wooden,
Walton, and the Turbulent Days of  the UCLA
Basketball Dynasty
North American: Atria

Proposal available / Manuscript delivery June 2023
85,000-100,000 words

There are few dynasties in basketball that reigned supreme the way UCLA lorded over college
basketball for nearly a decade between 1966-1974. It began when Lew Alcindor signed on to become a
Bruin, and it ended when Bill Walton left in 1974 for the pros. But at the center of these two basketball
titans was John Wooden, the definition of  a college coach whose name has transcended the game.

Yet everything we know about this iconic period has come through the filter of Kareem Abdul Jabbar
or the hagiography that has encased John Wooden for more than 50 years. No one has written about
this dynasty (seven consecutive national titles and three perfect records) and put it in the proper
context of the hurricane of societal issues swirling around them. No one has truly captured what Scott
Howard-Cooper calls the “strangest, most successful, most troubling, most corrupt, most
emotion-packed eras in U.S. sports history.” And no one has dared to re-examine John Wooden’s role
and legacy from where we sit now.

A Los Angeles native and a longtime sportswriter for The Los Angeles Times, Scott Howard-Cooper will
draw on more than 100 interviews and access to many of the principal figures (Bill Walton, Wooden’s
family, Farmer, and West, among other key sources) to deliver a rich narrative of what happens when
extraordinary talent meets a steady, detail-oriented, ultra-structured leader meets a country tilting, or
rather tilt-a-whirling, into the 70s.

Fans have delighted in rich narratives of iconic teams in recent years – from the success of “The Last
Dance” and HBO/Jeff Pearlman’s “Winning Time” to Chris Herring’s bestseller Blood in the Garden or
Dan Shaughnessy’s Wish It Lasted Forever – KINGDOM ON FIRE promises to appeal to those fans
looking for the fascinating characters who populate sports and how their destinies played out not just
in arenas but in the larger history of  the times.

Scott Howard-Cooper is a seasoned sports writer who has covered basketball (UCLA as a beat writer
and then the NBA) for two decades, with the Los Angeles Times, ESPN.com, and NBA.com. He is
also the author of Steve Kerr: A Life.
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Joe Kelly with Rob Bradford
A DAMN NEAR PERFECT GAME:
Reclaiming America’s Pastime
North American: Diversion

Manuscript available / Publishing March 14, 2023
65,000 words

Baseball has an image problem. It wasn’t always this way, and it doesn’t have to be anymore. Enter Joe
Kelly: a walking, talking, fastball-throwing embodiment of why baseball matters and why we should
love it. He’s got some things to say about what’s gone wrong with baseball, what makes it great, and
what needs to happen to make it damn near f*cking perfect.

Born from the viral Los Angeles Times op-ed Kelly wrote about why fans should not give up on
baseballI, A DAMN NEAR PERFECT GAME is the loudest insider’s exposé of the laws and culture
of Major League Baseball since Jim Bouton’s classic Ball Four. From his perspective as a two-time
World Series Champion and baseball’s most meme-able player according to ESPN, Kelly takes readers
on a house-cleaning tour of the clubhouse, the field of play, the bullpen, the front office, the
commissioner’s office, and a ballplayer’s restricted life off-the-field. Kelly goes off on rule changes that
matter and sticking to them (pitch clocks, no designated hitter, and more); baseball hacks (overused
analytics, shifts, sign-stealing, and more); the promotion of baseball to a new generation of fans (letting
players get edgy on social media, merchandising in truly trend-setting ways, and more); encouraging
actual emotion (let the players fight, let them bat-flip, let them talk sh*t); and fixing all that’s wrong
with the front office and the Commissioner’s Office.

And to show what happens when baseball has some balls, he gives the inside scoop on his legendary
exploits—starting a bench-clearing brawl with the Yankees’ Tyler Austin, his famous “pouty face”
scene when calling out the notorious sign-stealing Houston Astros, and wearing a Mariachi jacket to
the White House visit with his World Series Champion Los Angeles Dodgers.

Joe Kelly is a ten-year Major League veteran, having won the World Series with both the Boston Red
Sox and Los Angeles Dodgers. He also went to the World Series with the St. Louis Cardinals, the
franchise that selected him in the third round of the 2009 Major League Baseball Draft. He currently
plays for the Chicago White Sox. Rob Bradford has covered the Boston Red Sox for more than twenty
years, covering Major League Baseball for the Lowell Sun, Lawrence Eagle-Tribune, Boston Herald, and
WEEI. He has written two books, Chasing Steinbrenner: Pursuing the Pennant in Boston and Toronto and Deep
Drive: A Long Journey to Finding the Champion Within, the best-selling autobiography of World Series MVP
Mike Lowell.
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Mike Sielski
SLAM: The Glory and Story of  the Most
Powerful Shot in Basketball
North American: St. Martin's Press

Manuscript delivery November 2023
85,000 - 95,000 words / 24 photos

The entire social, cultural and actual evolution of basketball can be traced through one shot: the slam
dunk. So posits nationally acclaimed sports columnist, Mike Sielski, who will chart the history of that
single shot in SLAM. Drawing on more than 100 interviews and insights from some of the dunk’s
most electric practitioners, SLAM takes readers behind the scenes for the slam dunk’s most glorious
and inglorious moments—from the first known dunk in an organized game in 1936 to the movement
to outlaw the shot because it was unseemly and out of step with the way the game was supposed to be
played to the NCAA’s 10 year ban of the dunk in college basketball. Along the way we’ll see how the
dunk has been an expression of Black culture and a tangible indication during the civil rights era of the
threat that Black people were considered to be to the establishment.

SLAM will also delight in unpacking the folklore around the game’s greatest rim hangers—Wilt,
Kareem, Dr. J, Jordan and countless others—whose high-flying, genre-bending acrobatics
revolutionized the game and pushed the sport forward. We’ll be courtside when Georgeann Wells
becomes the first woman to dunk the ball and stake her own claim to that rarefied air. We’ll also see
how the dunk spilled into pop culture, fashion, and style and merged with hip hop to become part of
the fabric of modern life. In the spirit of Tyler Kepner’s bestselling K: A History of Baseball in 10 Pitches
or Michael Lewis’ Moneyball, or even Franklin Foer’s How Soccer Explains the World, SLAM is a
provocative, insightful and conversation-changing look at how a single shot can be seen as an act of
defiance, triumph, vengeance, joy, rage, or reclamation, or all those things at once. And it is in that
complexity that the dunk becomes a prism through which we can understand the game of basketball –
and the world.

Mike Sielski is the critically acclaimed author of The Rise: Kobe Bryant and the Pursuit of Immortality, which
has been optioned for a feature film and documentary. A longtime columnist at The Philadelphia Inquirer,
Sielski is also an established and recognizable presence on national television, radio, and podcasts,
including on ESPN, The NFL Network, National Public Radio, “The Woj Pod,” “The Right Time with
Bomani Jones,” and Sports Illustrated’s “The Crossover” and “Sports Illustrated Weekly.”
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Matt Birkbeck
THE LIFE WE CHOSE:
Big Billy D’Elia & the Last Secrets of
America’s Most Powerful Crime Family
North American: William Morrow

Manuscript available / Publishing Fall 2023
87,000 words / 15-25 photos

From the executive producer of Netflix’s 2022 blockbuster documentary Girl in the Picture, THE LIFE
WE CHOSE is a riveting and revelatory father/surrogate-son story that takes readers inside the secret
history of  the mafia in America, from the Bay of  Pigs to Jimmy Hoffa to Donald Trump.

It was a call Matt Birkbeck couldn’t pass up. The ultimate source. The guy not just on the inside, but in
the upper echelon of one of the most influential crime families in America over the past half century.
Not a low-level street hood, or a driver, or an FBI informant. This source was the guy who literally sat
at the right hand of  the father, so to speak.

Big Billy D’Elia wants to talk. He wants to set the record straight.

THE LIFE WE CHOSE is D’Elia’s story, no holds barred, of wandering into a coffee shop in his 20s
in Pittston, PA, and encountering a man (Russell Bufalino) both diminutive and towering who would
become like a father to Billy, who would bring him inside his business, his family, his wise guy world.
Behind the scenes, Bufalino controlled the five families, though few realized it. He was, after all, the
quiet don. And Big Billy was at his side.

The biggest questions that have eluded law enforcement over the last 60 years have answers. D’Elia
knows them. And he’s finally going to talk. Beyond the revelations – who really killed Jimmy Hoffa and
why (and how The Irishman got it all wrong) being just one of many – this book paints a compelling
portrait of  a lost son adopted into the family business, and the life they chose.

Matt Birkbeck is a seasoned bestselling author whose books have won critical acclaim and have been
developed into TV and film. In 2022, his executive-produced blockbuster Netflix documentary Girl in
the Picture (based on his first two books) became the #1 movie worldwide on Netflix within one week
of its release. Matt’s chops as an investigative reporter, with expertise in this area over the past many
decades, are the precise reason why D’Elia sought him out to tell his story. No other mafia book has
had the benefit of  being informed by the encyclopedic knowledge of  such a high-ranking member.
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Courtney Lund O'Neil
POSTMORTEM: What Survives
the John Wayne Gacy Murders
North American: Kensington

Proposal available / Manuscript delivery October 2023
60,000 words / 20-40 photos

The house in which John Wayne Gacy hid his victims’ bodies has long been torn down. In its place, a
single-family Tudor home. Beyond its well-manicured lawn, the town of Des Plaines tries to move on
with its life. Kim Byers-Lund has tried to move on, too, from the night at Nisson Pharmacy when she
was the last person to see Rob Piest alive. Her testimony and a receipt left in the pocket of Rob's jacket
were Gacy's undoing. And now, forty years later, she has brought her daughter Courtney to the place
that was once home. Seeing her mother revisit the pharmacy, Rob's grave, and the river where they
found Rob's body, a question takes hold in Courtney: How do these murders live on in the places
where they happened, and in the people that they happened to?

POSTMORTEM will examine the aftershocks of Gacy's crimes in the town of Des Plaines and the
larger world. Interwoven with the story of Kim's bravery in helping to solve the mystery of Gacy’s
identity, Courtney will explore the town in its current state, traveling back in the present day with a
close friend of Rob's, as well immersing the reader in the unexpected communities of psychologists and
fans devoted to the case. These threads will speak to one another, giving the reader an intimate and full
picture.

Author Courtney Lund O'Neil, PhD, has written for The New York Times, The Washington Post, Glamour,
The Guardian, Oprah Daily, and more. Her book will speak to readers who were captivated by The Third
Rainbow Girl and I'll Be Gone In the Dark, those who are looking for nuanced storytelling that gives
weight to the aftershocks of crimes on a community. As someone with unique access to the case,
Courtney is the only one who can write POSTMORTEM with the empathy that comes from being
inside this story.

Kim Byers-Lund is the first person to speak in the new hit Netflix docuseries Conversations with a Killer:
The John Wayne Gacy Tapes. Her diary entries from that time frame the narrative in the series, and it is
Courtney who is in possession of that diary now. The show debuted at number one, making it clear
that people are still interested in this case specifically. POSTMORTEM will pick up where the
docuseries leaves off.
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Geri Spieler
HOUSEWIFE ASSASSIN:
The Woman Who Tried to Kill President Ford
North America: Diversion

Manuscript available / Publishing February 7, 2023
66,000 words

“Spieler offers a portrait of an erratic, unstable woman with a protean capacity to shift
identities, with the 1960s and ’70s as a dramatic backdrop. Fans of true crime accounts or
contemporary history will savor this.” ―Publishers Weekly

For readers of Jeffrey Toobin's American Heiress and Tom O'Neill's Chaos: Charles Manson, the CIA, and
the Secret History of the Sixties, HOUSEWIFE ASSASSIN is the untold story of an enigmatic assassin,
the only woman to ever fire a bullet at a US president.

President Gerald Ford suffered two attempts on his life during his term in office: one by a young
woman in Charles Manson’s Family, Lynette “Squeaky” Fromme, and the other by a far more unlikely
candidate—an average middle-aged mother of five—Sara Jane Moore. After thirty years in contact with
Moore in prison, journalist Geri Spieler deconstructs her life in HOUSEWIFE ASSASSIN, tracing the
path from Moore’s small-town upbringing in West Virginia to that fateful moment when she tried to
assassinate the president.

Throughout Moore’s life she hid her identity and misled those around her. Through the turbulent ’60s
and ’70s, she married five times, abandoned children, faked amnesia, befriended Patty Hearst’s father,
became a revolutionary, and worked as an FBI-informant-turned-double-agent feeding information to
the underground radicals, all before the assassination attempt. From Spieler’s insider correspondence
and independent research, including interviews with President Ford himself, she confirms details (the
gunshot missed the President’s head by six inches) and debunks others (Sara Jane did not “shoot wild”
as the press reported) to deliver a compelling profile of  a society lady turned assassin.

Geri Spieler is an investigative journalist and award-winning speaker who has written articles for the
Los Angeles Times, Forbes, Huffington Post, Westways, and was a featured correspondent for The San Francisco
Chronicle. Originally published by St. Martin’s Press under the title Taking Aim at the President, Diversion
is pleased to be reissuing this book with a new afterword. The reinventing scam artist and stories of
spycraft and espionage are having a moment right now, and audiences are primed like never before to
be introduced to Sara Jane Moore.
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Stephan Talty
KORESH: The True Story of  David Koresh
and the Tragedy at Waco
North America: Mariner
UK: Head of  Zeus

Manuscript available / Publishing March 21, 2023
125,000 words / 22 photos

For many, Waco is synonymous with the word “cult” and a fifty-one day siege of the American
government on its own people. But the truth about what happened at Waco lies in the splintered
memories of perhaps two hundred people, in the poetry and words of David Koresh, and in thousands
of pages of government documents. A cult sprouting up on the plains of Texas, of all places, one that
referred to America as evil and doomed, didn’t seem just dangerous or worrying; it seemed
otherworldly. Most Americans watched the standoff in disbelief that this could be happening in their
country. Koresh’s legacy is a massive increase in the distrust of the federal government and a new
militancy among the disaffected.

Drawing on first-time, exclusive interviews with Koresh’s family and numerous survivors of the siege,
bestselling author Stephan Talty paints a psychological portrait of this infamous icon of the 1990s.
Born Vernon Howell into the hyper-masculine world of central Texas in the 1960s, Koresh experienced
a childhood riven with abuse and isolation. He found a new version of himself in the halls of his local
church, and love in the fundamentalist sect of the Branch Davidians. Later, with a new name and
professed prophetic powers, Koresh ushered in a new era for the Davidians that prized his own sexual
conquest as much as his followers’ faith.

In his signature immersive storytelling, Talty reveals how Koresh’s fixation on holy war, which would
deliver the Davidians to their reward and confirm himself as Christ, collided with his paranoid
obsession with firearms to destructive effect. Their deadly, 51-day standoff with the embattled FBI and
ATF, he shows, embodied a frontier ethic that continues to resonate. Now, thirty years after that
unforgettable moment, KORESH presents the tragedy at Waco—and the government mistrust it
inspired—in its fullest context yet.

Stephan Talty is the award-winning author of Agent Garbo, Empire of Blue Water, and other best-selling
works of narrative nonfiction. His books have been made into two films, the Oscar-winning Captain
Phillips and Only the Brave. He is also the author of two psychological thrillers, including the New York
Times bestseller Black Irish, set in his hometown of Buffalo. He has written for the New York Times
Magazine, GQ, and many other publications.
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Jiordan Castle
DISAPPEARING ACT
North America: Farrar, Straus, & Giroux

Manuscript available / Publishing August 15, 2023
39,000 words

It was the summer before high school,
the beginning of  everything.
but also an end.

Jiordan’s family was never quite like everyone else’s, with her father’s mood swings, her mother’s
attempts at normalcy, and her two older sisters with a different last name. But on the surface, they fit
in.

Until the day the FBI came knocking on the door.

After that, her father’s mood plunged to a dangerous new low. There was an investigation into his
business and a sentencing in court. Soon Jiordan’s father would have to leave home, and her family
would change forever.

Reckoning with the aftershocks of her father’s incarceration, Jiordan had to navigate friends who
couldn’t quite understand what she was going through, along with the highs and lows of first love.
Under it all was the question: If Jiordan’s father was gone, why did she feel like the one who was
disappearing?

DISAPPEARING ACT blends technology, emotional intelligence, and social justice issues to create a
coming-of-age story that shares DNA with Laurie Halse Andeson's Shout and Elizabeth Acevedo's The
Poet X.

Jiordan Castle is the author of All His Breakable Things. Her work has appeared in Hobart, HuffPost, New
Ohio Review, The New Yorker, and elsewhere. She is a contributor to the LA-based food and culture
magazine Compound Butter. Originally from New York, she has an MFA in Poetry from Hunter College.
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Ray Arata
SHOWING UP:
How Men Can Become Effective Allies in the Workplace
North America: Diversion

Published January 2022

The Time’s Up, #MeToo, and Black Lives Matter movements have been wake-up calls to organizations
worldwide about the critical importance of diversity, equity, and inclusion. It’s abundantly clear: the default
model of masculinity isn’t working for anyone. But for a healthier infrastructure, for permanent and
transformational shifts, we need a plan that includes men.

Enter Ray Arata, founder of Better Man Movement LLC, and a world-recognized industry expert on engaging
men in workplace DEI, with his revolutionary step-by-step guide for men and the organizations they work in.
Mainstream gender training and its focus on the avoidance of toxic masculinity is not enough. In SHOWING
UP, readers learn the DIY method of heart-based leadership Ray teaches companies such as Kaiser
Permanente, Bloomberg, Intel, CBS, Toyota, The New York Times, and more—a real-solutions approach by and
for men to increase diversity, bolster the bottom line, and create a culture so everyone in the workplace wins.

Ray Arata is an award-winning leader in the field of diversity, equity, and inclusion, specifically known for his
work in engaging men as allies. The founder of Better Man Movement LLC, he is a sought-after speaker,
consultant, and trainer who delivers keynotes and facilitates trainings for massive global clients, such as PWC,
StubHub, Genentech, eBay, Walgreens, Sierra Club, Google, Bloomberg, and more. Ray’s Better Man
Conference (as seen in Forbes, The Good Men Project, and Fortune) is an international industry-leading event that
focuses on the development of healthy masculinity and men as allies. With locations in London, New York City,
and San Francisco, the conference draws almost 200 major organizations annually. Ray was recognized in 2016
with a HeForShe Champion for Change award by UN Women.

A.J. Baime
WHITE LIES:
The Double Life of  Walter F. White and America’s Darkest Secret
North America: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt

Published February 2022

WHITE LIES is a riveting biography of Walter F. White, a little-known Black civil rights leader who passed for
white in order to investigate racist murders, help put the NAACP on the map, and change the racial identity of
America forever.

Walter F. White led two lives: one as a leader of the Harlem Renaissance and the NAACP in the early twentieth
century, the other as a white newspaperman who covered lynching crimes in the Deep South at the blazing
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height of racial violence. Born mixed-race and with very fair skin and straight hair, White was able to “pass”
for white. He leveraged this ambiguity as a reporter, bringing to light the darkest crimes in America and
helping to plant the seeds of the civil rights movement. White’s risky career led him to lead a double life. He
was simultaneously a second-class citizen subject to Jim Crow laws at home and a widely respected
professional with full access to the white world at work. His life was fraught with internal and external
conflict—much like the story of race in America. Starting out as an obscure activist, White ultimately became
one of Black America’s most prominent leaders. A character study of White’s life and career with all these
complexities has never been rendered, until now.

By A.J. Baime, the award-winning, best-selling author of The Accidental President, Dewey Defeats Truman, and The
Arsenal of  Democracy, WHITE LIESuncovers the life of  a civil rights leader unlike any other.

Krys Malcolm Belc
THE NATURAL MOTHER OF THE CHILD:
A Memoir of  Nonbinary Parenthood
North America: Counterpoint
Korea: OrangeD

Published June 2021

An NPR Best Book of  the Year

"This is a beautiful memoir of parenthood and selfhood that promises to expand the canon of literary
writing on caregiving and identity. Belc is a nonbinary, transmasculine parent whose family story is
here interwoven with revelations of the bureaucratic processes that are inharmoniously bound up with
people’s real lives." ––The Millions, One of  theMost Anticipated Books of  the Year

As a transmasculine parent, Krys has a unique perspective on the interplay between parenthood and gender.
These identifiers we use to categorize people are more complicated for Krys, a man who gave birth to a child
before formally beginning his medical transition into the body he was meant to inhabit. Krys is now
paradoxically perceived as a “good dad” by the world, while in legal terms he is the natural mother of his
biological son, Samson.

In practice, Krys identifies as neither mother nor father but as caregiver to the three children he and his partner
have created. Transitioning was an experience that not only altered Krys’s body, but also changed the dynamics
of his family to outsiders, making the Belc household appear to contain both a father and a mother. By
engaging with court records and photographic evidence of the author’s evolving existence, THE NATURAL
MOTHER OF THE CHILD creates a new kind of record, one that establishes an identity based in
human-ness.

Krys’s visceral voice and ability to connect with the reader are key ingredients that make this memoir essential
in the conversations about bodily autonomy, parenthood, and human rights. In the vein of Maggie Nelson’s The
Argonauts and Sally Mann’s Hold Still, THE NATURAL MOTHER OF THE CHILD is a journey both toward
and through common perceptions of what it means to have a body, and an example of how to move past
societal expectations and take control of  one’s own narrative.
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Matt Birkbeck
FINDING SHARON
North America: Summerville

Published July 2018

“FINDING SHARON is a thrilling detective story with a heart of love. Matt Birkbeck shows himself
again to be a wonderful storyteller and a most determined investigator as he unravels the final chapter
of  the tragic and mysterious journey of  a gifted young woman.”
– Paul Moses, Pulitzer Prize winning journalist and author of An Unlikely Union and The Saint and the Sultan

In his international bestseller A Beautiful Child, award-winning investigative journalist Matt Birkbeck told the
heartbreaking story of Sharon Marshall, a brilliant and beautiful student whose future was filled with promise
— until her murderous, fugitive father drew her into a lifetime of  deception.

Sharon didn’t even know her real name, but her horrifying story captured the hearts of readers everywhere and
led to a ten-year search to resolve two great mysteries: her true identity, and what became of her young son
Michael, who was kidnapped from his first-grade classroom and never seen again. With A Beautiful Child as a
roadmap, two FBI agents set their sights on death row interviews with Sharon’s tormentor to learn the
shocking truth.

Equal parts memoir and narrative journalism, FINDING SHARON picks up where A Beautiful Child left off
and brings to a close one of the greatest mysteries in the annals of law enforcement – and unearths a
miraculous ending that will leave you in tears. The recent hit documentary, Girl in the Picture, is based on A
Beautiful Child and FINDING SHARON. Girl in the Picture was the #1 movie in the world on Netflix, garnering
over 50 million viewers in its first month.

Brendan Borrell
THE FIRST SHOTS: The Epic Rivalries and Heroic Science
Behind the Race to the Coronavirus Vaccine
North America: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt
Korea: SoWooJoo
Taiwan: Linking
UK/ANZ: Canongate

Published October 2021

This could be the defining story of our times. The planet is in the throes of the greatest pandemic we have ever
seen, and this is one thing that could put a stop to it, a vaccine that can be widely disseminated. But who will be
the first to develop it? And how much money do they stand to make?

49



In the tradition of Michael Lewis and Richard Preston, Brendan Borrell will chronicle this global story,
illuminating the science behind the various vaccine technologies, bringing it alive through the players at the
center of the race, navigating the complicated intersection between commerce and a cure, and spinning a
page-turning narrative as we march forward to a solution.

Brendan Borrell is an award-winning journalist who has written deeply reported investigative pieces for The
Atlantic, The New York Times, Wired, Smithsonian, and National Geographic. He is also a correspondent for Outside
Magazine. He was embedded in several key labs and agencies involved in the story and drew on his years of
covering science, health, and business to tell the one coronavirus story we will all want—and need—to read.

HBO and Adam McKay are currently developing a limited series based on THE FIRST SHOTS.

Jeff  Fletcher
SHO-TIME: The Inside Story of  Shohei Ohtani and the Greatest
Baseball Season Ever Played
North America: Diversion
Japan: Tokuma Shoten
Taiwan: Infortress

Published June 2022

SHO-TIME is the story behind Shohei Ohtani’s legendary MVP season as baseball’s greatest two-way
player—dominant pitcher and outfielder/DH with otherworldly power at the plate—and his path from his
early days in Japan to the most fascinating figure in Major League Baseball.

Shohei Ohtani of the Los Angeles Angels is playing baseball like no other major leaguer since Babe Ruth. His
dominance as a two-way player—an electric pitcher and an elite slugger—made him the 2021 American League
Most Valuable Player, the only player ever selected as an All Star as both a pitcher and hitter, and a member of
Time 100’s most influential people of  2021.

In Ohtani’s first two-way game of the 2021 season, he threw a pitch at 100 mph and hit a homer that left his
bat at 115 mph, a confluence of feats unmatched by anyone else in the sport. He racked up eye-popping
achievements all year. But awards and numbers tell only part of  his amazing story.

In SHO-TIME, award-winning sports writer Jeff Fletcher, who has covered Ohtani more than any other
American journalist, charts Ohtani’s path through Japanese baseball to a championship with the Nippon-Ham
Fighters, the recruiting war to bring him to the majors, his 2018 AL Rookie of the Year campaign, subsequent
injury-riddled seasons, and then his historic 2021 season. Along the way, Fletcher weaves in the history of
two-way players—including Babe Ruth and unsung Negro Leagues players like “Bullet” Joe Rogan, Martín
Dihigo, and Ted “Double Duty” Radcliffe—and the Japanese athletes who preceded Ohtani in the majors.
With insight from Japanese and American baseball front office personnel, managers, scouts, athletic trainers,
ballplayers, and more, SHO-TIME breaks down the physics of Ohtani’s game, his technologically advanced
training, his international fame, and the role he and teammate Mike Trout are playing to lead baseball into the
next generation.

Author Jeff Fletcher has covered Major League Baseball since 1997, including eight seasons on the Los Angeles
Angels beat for the Orange County Register. He has covered Shohei Ohtani more than any other writer in the
United States.
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Max Frumes & Sujeet Indap
THE CAESARS PALACE COUP: How a Billionaire Brawl Over the
Famous Casino Exposed the Corruption of  the Private Equity Industry
North America: Diversion

Published March 2021

An NPR Best Book of  the Year

“An investigative deep-dive into an old-fashioned casino heist, which includes a $31 billion leveraged
buyout and a string of financial engineering transactions by Apollo Global Management and TPG
Capital―all in the midst of the post–Great Recession slump, pitting private equity firms and
distressed-debt hedge funds against each other in an ultimate poker match.” ―Fortune

In the bestselling tradition of Michael Lewis’s The Big Short and Ben Mezrich’s Bringing Down the House,
journalists Max Frumes and Sujeet Indap deliver a page-turning account of a Las Vegas casino heist executed
not by gangsters or con men, but rather by Wall Street tycoons. After an MIT math wizard turned a once-sleepy
casino chain into the biggest gaming company in the world, headlined by the legendary Caesars Palace, two of
the most storied private equity firms in the world swooped in and took control in a blockbuster buyout. The
deal closed. Then, the global economy went into its worst meltdown since the Great Depression. THE
CAESARS PALACE COUP follows the jokers, kings, and bluffs of the modern distressed-debt- investing
world, as the two firms executed a series of  brilliant, if  edgy, transactions to keep their investment afloat.

The spectacular 2015 bankruptcy of America’s biggest gaming empire started a two-year knockdown, drag-out
brawl among billionaires for rightful control of Caesars Entertainment. This is modern Wall Street, where the
new raiders and barbarians scoop up corporate loans and bonds, not to make a nice interest rate but to take
private equity juggernauts head-on. It’s a cut-throat, multilevel competition enacted by powerful investors used
to getting their own way. And as this book takes the consequences one step further, there are devastating, true
impacts of  the upheaval wrought by these actions. It’s a treacherous game. Roll the dice.

Lori Garver
Foreword by Walter Isaacson
ESCAPING GRAVITY:
My Quest to Transform NASA and Launch a New Space Age
North American: Diversion
Korea: Dasan Books

Published June 2022

Lori Garver’s battle against the greed and corruption of the US Space Program revolutionized NASA and
ushered in the new Space Age. In ESCAPING GRAVITY, the former NASA Deputy Administrator gives her
firsthand account of how a handful of revolutionaries overcame the political patronage and bureaucracy that
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threatened the space agency. The success of Elon Musk’s SpaceX, Jeff Bezos’ Blue Origin, Richard Branson’s
Virgin Galactic, and countless other commercial space efforts were preceded by decades of work by a group of
people Garver calls “space pirates.” Their quest to transform NASA put Garver in the crosshairs of Congress,
the aerospace industry, and hero-astronauts trying to protect their own profits and mythology within a system
that had held power since the 1950s.

As the head of the NASA transition team for President-elect Barack Obama and second-in-command of the
agency, Garver drove policies and funding that enabled commercial competition just as the capabilities and
resources of the private sector began to mature. She was determined to deliver more valuable programs, which
required breaking the self-interested space-industrial cycle that, like the military, preferred to spend billions of
taxpayer dollars on programs aimed to sustain jobs and contracts in key congressional districts. Including
insider NASA conversations and insights on how the US space industry has become the envy of the world,
ESCAPING GRAVITY offers a blueprint for how to drive productive and meaningful change.

Lori Garver is a leading figure in the US space program who pioneered innovations that are transforming
NASA. She was the principal advisor on aerospace issues to three presidential candidates and led the NASA
transition team for President Obama. Garver served as the Deputy Administrator of the Space Agency from
2009 to 2013 and is known as an architect of the new era of commercial partnerships that allow SpaceX to
carry astronauts to and from the International Space Station.

Jamie Gehring
MADMAN IN THE WOODS: Life Next Door to the Unabomber
North America: Diversion

Published April 2022

MADMAN IN THE WOODS is a haunting account of the sixteen years when a young Jamie Gehring and her
family lived closer than anyone to Ted Kaczynski, the Unabomber. In Lincoln, Montana, the Gehrings shared
their land, their home, and their dinner table with a hermit with a penchant for murder. But they had no idea
that the odd recluse living in the adjacent cabin was anything more than a disheveled man who brought young
Jamie painted rocks as gifts. Ted was simply Ted, and erratic behavior, surprise visits, and chilling events while
Jamie was riding horses or helping her dad at his sawmill were dismissed because he was “just the odd hermit.”
In fact, he was much more—Ted eluded the FBI for seventeen years while mailing explosives to strangers,
earning the infamous title of  Unabomber.

The innocence of her youth robbed, Gehring needed to reconcile her lived experience with the evil that hid in
plain sight. In this book, through years of research probing Ted’s personal history, his writings, his secret coded
crime journals, her own correspondence with him in his Supermax prison cell, plus interviews with others close
to Kaczynski, Gehring unearths the complexity, mystery, and tragedy of her childhood with the madman in the
woods. And she uncovers a shocking revelation―she and her family were in Kaczynski’s crosshairs.

A work of intricately braided research, journalism, and personal memories, this book is a chilling response to
the question: Do you really know your neighbor?

Jamie Gehring spent her Montana childhood in endless exploration of a backyard held in common with a serial
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killer. She earned her BA in visual communications and has been an investment advisor, private mortgage
banker, and graphic designer. She lives in Denver, Colorado.

Bob Harig
TIGER & PHIL: Golf ’s Most Fascinating Rivalry
North America: St. Martin’s Press

Published April 2022

For more than two decades, there have been two golfers who have captivated, bemused, inspired, frustrated,
fascinated, and entertained us, and in doing so have demanded our attention – Tiger Woods and Phil Mickelson.
Even with all the ink that has been spilled on Tiger, no one has ever written about his relationship with Phil
and how their careers have been inextricably intertwined. Furthermore, very little has been written about Phil
Mickelson, who is more than just an adversary. He is a fascinating Hall of  Fame golfer in his own right.

These two biggest names (and draws) in golf have, for better and for worse, been the ultimate rivals. But it is so
much more complicated than that. Each player has pushed the other to be better. They have teased each other
and fought. They have battled to the bitter end on the course making for some of the greatest moments in the
game for the last 20 years. They have each gone through injury and health problems, legal problems, and falling
in and out of favor with the press. And over the course of their time together in the game they have gradually
become not just rivals but friends. In the tradition of major bestsellers such as Arnie & Jack, When the Game Was
Ours, The Rivals, and Brady vs. Manning, TIGER & PHIL will change the way we look at these players and the
game itself.

Longtime golf reporter Bob Harig of ESPN and The Tampa Bay Times has covered Tiger and Phil since the very
beginning of their careers and has had dozens of one-on-one interviews with each of them. He holds degrees in
journalism and history from Indiana University and is an active member of the Golf Writers Association of
America (GWAA). TIGER & PHIL is his first book.

Buddy Levy
LABYRINTH OF ICE:
The Triumphant & Tragic Greely Polar Expedition
North America: St. Martin’s Press
Czech Republic: Prostor

Published December 2019

"An engaging, superbly written, and meticulously researched chronicle of the Greely expedition that
proves it is one of the most engaging adventure narratives ever. With cinematic prose, great economy
of language, and vivid descriptions, Levy places readers in the middle of the action and makes them
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see the snow, feel the hunger and the tension, and hear the cracking of the ice....LABYRINTH OF ICE
reads like an outstanding script for an action movie." ―NPR

In LABYRINTH OF ICE, Buddy Levy takes on the ill-fated Greely Expedition of 1881, shedding new light on
both the arctic landscape of the story and the continuing contributions of the expedition’s scientific
documentation. Led by the ambitious Lt. A.W. Greely, the Greely Expedition’s goals were threefold: to set up
the northernmost chain of research stations working to better understand the Earth’s climate, a search and
rescue mission for the lost crew of the USS Jeanette, and an attempt to reach the North Pole. The mission
required Greely and his men to be marooned in Greenland for two years with a supply ship arriving in the
summer of 1882 and a contingency plan if a ship did not return to collect them in the summer of 1883. As
happens with the best laid plans, no ship arrived, and Lt. Greely was left to decide whether to stay or set out on
the small boats toward the agreed-upon rendezvous point. His decision led to the death (and possibly
cannibalization) of all but seven men. These survivors return as national heroes and provide the world with
data that is currently helping meteorologists and scientists understand climate change and how humans have
altered the world.

Buddy Levy has authored many books including No Barriers: A Blind Man’s Journey to Kayak the Grand Canyon,
Geronimo: The Life and Times of An American Warrior, and River of Darkness: Francisco Orellana and the Deadly First
Voyage through the Amazon.

Jack McCallum
AMERICAN HIRO: The Adventures of  Benihana’s
Rocky Aoki and How He Built a Legacy
North America: Diversion

Published May 2022

With new material for the 2022 edition, AMERICAN HIRO is the rollicking, rags-to-riches story of Rocky
Aoki, the prodigiously successful businessman and expert sportsman who founded the multimillion-dollar
restaurant chain Benihana, forever changed Americans’ view of Japanese cuisine. Aoki was a man who
succeeded in everything that he undertook, and his range of interests was wild. The business of running and
expanding his restaurants would be all-absorbing for most people, but not so for Rocky, whose energies had
also attracted him to wrestling at world-class level, power-boat racing, ballooning, and undersea exploration

At a young age, he was a world-class Olympic wrestler. Introduced to the dangerous world of offshore
powerboat racing, he arranged for Benihana to sponsor the world’s largest offshore powerboat race, and was
nearly killed in an accident, crushing both legs, while preparing for the Benihana Grand Prix. Then, seeking a
new sport, he turned to ballooning, completing the first trans-Pacific flight from Japan to California in a
manned balloon and breaking the previous long-distance record for a manned balloon flight. Then, there was
flying ultralight aircraft, collecting and driving fast cars, and exploring under the sea in a specially designed
two-man submarine, with future dreams of  winning the America’s Cup for Japan.

But Aoki also served the common good, acting as Commissioner on the Mayor’s Council on Youth and
Physical Fitness in New York City, and campaigning for the advancement, both physical and cultural, of youth
everywhere. He was actively involved in promoting the cultural exchanges between the country of his birth and
his US home: he sponsored sporting and cultural events, such as the first professional heavyweight boxing

54



match in the Far East between Muhammad Ali and Mac Foster, and became Broadway’s first Japanese angel,
acting as patron to young Japanese artists in the US and producing films about them.

Marissa R. Moss
HER COUNTRY: How the Women of  Country Music
Became the Success They Were Never Supposed To Be
North America: Holt

Published May 2022

Featured in Lit Hub’s “Most Anticipated Books of  2022”

For the women of country music, 1999 seems like an entirely different universe. With Shania Twain, country’s
biggest award winner and star, and the Chicks topping every chart, country music was a woman’s world. Cut to
2021, when women are only played on country radio 16% of the time, on a good day, and when only men have
won Entertainer of the Year at the CMA Awards for a decade. A world where women artists sell out arenas but
barely score a single second of airplay. But also a world where these women are infinitely bigger live draws than
most male counterparts, having massive pop crossover hits like Maren Morris’s “The Middle,” pushing the
industry to confront its deeply embedded racial biases with Mickey Guyton’s “Black Like Me,” winning heaps
of Grammy nominations, banding up in supergroups like the Highwomen, and taking complete control of their
own careers, on their own terms.

HER COUNTRY is veteran Nashville journalist Marissa R. Moss’s story of how in the past two decades,
country’s women fought back against systems designed to keep them down, armed with their art and never
willing to just shut up and sing: how women have reinvented the rules to find their place in an industry stacked
against them, how they’ve ruled the century when it comes to artistic output―and about how women can and
do belong in the mainstream of  country music, even if  their voices aren’t being heard as loudly.

Award-winning journalist Marissa R. Moss has written about the topic of gender inequality on the country
airwaves for outlets like Rolling Stone, NPR, Billboard, Entertainment Weekly, and many more. Moss was the 2018
recipient of the Rolling Stone Chet Flippo Award for Excellence in Country Music Journalism, and the 2019
Nashville Scene Best of Nashville Best Music Reporter. She has been a guest on The TODAY Show,
Entertainment Tonight, CBS Morning Show, NPR’s Weekend Edition, the Pop Literacy Podcast, and more.

Jeffrey Orens
THE SOUL OF GENIUS: Marie Curie, Albert Einstein,
& the Meeting that Changed the Course of  Science
North America and UK: Pegasus
China: Liaoning ST

Published July 2021

55



In 1911, the greatest European minds in science convened at the First Solvay Conference in Physics, a meeting
like no other. Almost half of the attendees had won or would go on to win the Nobel Prize. A photo of the
group is a virtual who’s who of the scientific geniuses of the modern era, and what they were beginning to
understand over the course of those few days was that classical physics was about to give way to quantum
mechanics, a pivotal shift. At the center of this meeting were Marie Curie and Albert Einstein. In the years
preceding, Curie had faced the death of her husband and intellectual soul mate, Pierre. She was on the cusp of
being awarded her second Nobel Prize, but scandal erupted all around her when the French press revealed she
was having an affair with a married man, a fellow scientist also in attendance at the conference.

Albert Einstein proved an ally in her travails. Einstein was young and just beginning to show flourishes of his
enormous genius, including his theory of relativity. In fact, for him, the conference was a bit of a scientific
debutante’s ball. Great change in our understanding of physics was burgeoning, but it quickly became clear that
a brilliant, independent, strong-willed woman still faced resistance and scorn. Young Einstein recognized this
grave injustice and offered support to Curie. Their mutual admiration and respect, borne out of this, their first
meeting, would go on to serve them in their paths forward to making history.

Curie and Einstein come alive as the complex people they were in the pages of THE SOUL OF GENIUS.
Utilizing never before seen correspondence and notes, Jeffrey Orens reveals the human side of these brilliant
scientists.

Bill Plaschke & Rick Prinz
PARADISE FOUND:
A High School Football Team’s Rise from the Ashes
North America: William Morrow

Published November 2021

On November 8, 2018, a hellish fire ravaged the town of Paradise, CA, killing 86 people as its residents fled and
reducing its population from 25,000 to 2,000 in a single day, ranking it as the deadliest and most devastating fire
in California history. The Paradise High football team has long been a source of pride and inspiration in this
small town often derided for being the home of hillbillies. But in the wake of the fire, the team was left
devastated—physically and emotionally—and seemingly beyond repair. Their season was canceled. Their
championship hopes were gone. Their program’s survival was in doubt.

Coach Rick Prinz had planned to retire that year after guiding the Paradise High Bobcats for two decades. But
after the fire forever altered his beloved town, he realized he couldn’t walk away. What ensued was the challenge
of a lifetime. When spring arrived and training season began, the team, once made up of a 76-man varsity
roster, had been reduced to 36 players. Most were homeless, sleep-deprived, lost. On the first day of practice on
a debris-ridden patch of grass at the school’s temporary Chico Airport home, the team didn’t even have a
football. It was the humble beginning to a memorable journey.

L.A. Times columnist Bill Plaschke followed Coach Prinz and the team in a rise from the ashes highlighted by
an unbeaten 2019 regular season and unbelievable playoff run. In the process, he has documented something
remarkable: as football has returned to Paradise, so has the spirit of the town itself. PARADISE FOUND is a
comeback story like no other. It’s about courage, resurrection forged from rubble, and the spirit of hope. 101
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Studios is currently in pre-production on a film based on PARADISE FOUND, with plans to begin shooting
in spring 2023.

Mike Sielski
THE RISE: Kobe Bryant and the Pursuit of  Immortality
North America: St. Martin’s Press
France: Mareuil editions
Greece: Psichogios Publications S.A.
Hungary: Libri Könyvkiado KFT
Italy: Newton Compton
Japan: Dabudori Ltd
Poland: SQN
Spanish language: Córner
UK: Pan Macmillan

Published January 2022

THE RISE is the origin story of NBA and cultural icon, Kobe Bryant. As esteemed sports writer Mike Sielski
says, “It caused our global compass to quiver.” We didn’t know then that we’d be in the throes of a pandemic.
We didn’t know that our heroes could pass in such tragic fashion, and so young.

But where did Kobe come from? How were the seeds of his greatness and complexity sown? Mike Sielski is an
award-winning columnist for the Philadelphia Inquirer with national reach, and he has chosen to tell this story. He
was a senior in high school when Kobe was a gawky 14-year-old phenom. Sielski grew up a stone’s throw from
Kobe’s stomping grounds and has since gained exclusive access to Kobe’s high school coach, Gregg Downer,
his longtime mentor and friend. Sielski also has recorded interviews with Kobe, conducted right after he
graduated high school and made his historic move straight to the NBA. No one has ever used these interviews,
which are a goldmine of  telling information about young Kobe on the precipice of  greatness.

We all saw Kobe’s own book, Mamba Mentality, rocket back onto the bestseller list in the weeks after his passing.
Here, now, we have a fresh take on the Kobe story, Kobe’s origin, a superhero in high tops. Complicated,
sometimes difficult, uber-talented, competitive like no other. Here is where all of  that started.

Jim Sonefeld
SWIMMING WITH THE BLOWFISH:
Hootie, Healing, & One Hell of  a Ride
North America: Diversion
UK: Omnibus

Published June 2022

Here’s the ultimate front-row seat to the rise, fall, and rebirth of a band that was—for a time—the biggest in
the world, Hootie & the Blowfish, and Jim Sonefeld’s shattering and redeeming spiritual path from addiction to
recovery and a more fruitful life. For a time, there was no bigger band in the world than Hootie—rock & roll’s
unexpected foil to the grunge music that dominated the early ’90s airwaves. In SWIMMING WITH THE
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BLOWFISH, Jim Sonefeld, drummer and one of the band’s principal songwriters, reveals the inside story of the
band’s humble beginnings, meteoric rise, sudden fall, and ultimate rebirth—and in the telling he opens his heart
to readers about addiction, recovery, and faith.

Hootie became ubiquitous in the ’90s—their debut album Cracked Rear View was one of the best-selling in the
history of rock music; they won two Grammy Awards; their live performances were played alongside the Dave
Matthews Band, R.E.M., and even Willie Nelson and Neil Young; and they appeared at the biggest venues in
the world. Though Jim enjoyed the perks that came with fame—the parties, the relationships, the money, the
drugs and alcohol—eventually it all became a camouflage that hid a deeper spiritual malady. As his life was
careening toward disaster, he reached out his hands to seek relief in twelve-step recovery, eventually settling into
a loving, but by no means uncomplicated, homelife.

 A book that encapsulates a band still beloved by legions of fans, SWIMMING WITH THE BLOWFISH is
much more—an unpretentious, emotional story of one man’s spiritual path to a more fruitful life. Jim’s journey
is shattering, redeeming, and ultimately as comforting as your favorite flannel shirt.

Abigail Tucker
MOM GENES:
Inside the New Science of  Our Ancient Maternal Instinct
North American & UK: Simon & Schuster
Germany: Ullstein
Japan: Intershift
Romania: Nemira
Russia: Eksmo
Spanish & Portuguese Languages: Esfera de los Libros
Taiwan: Mangrove
Ukraine: Nash

Published April 2021

“[Tucker's] ability to break down complex topics and conflicting research is formidable…MOM
GENES is a book for the many mothers within—and those willing to see them in a new light.”

—The Washington Post

From the New York Times bestselling author and Smithsonian contributor Abigail Tucker comes MOM GENES, a
fascinating, in-depth, and provocative exploration of the biology of motherhood and how this ancient maternal
instinct has the power to transform us as individuals. Motherhood is the most important developmental stage
that adult humans ever undergo. It changes us on a cellular level—our brains expand and grow; our genes turn
on and off; our systems of  reward and desire are rewired; we even smell and see the world differently.

Through a powerful and ancient force, scientists are just beginning to fully understand the maternal instinct and
all that it encompasses. It is fragile, malleable, and is an individualized experience. While the maternal instinct is
the basic building block of all social interaction, MOM GENES explores how mothers differ from other
women and explains the hard science behind our tenderest maternal impulses, showing how hidden
forces—from cells to civilizations—shape us as individuals. Groundbreaking, accessible, and with powerful
implications for families and entire cultures across the world, this book is vital reading for anyone who has ever
wondered what rocks the hand that rocks the cradle.
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