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POLITICS & HISTORY

Do you care?

Raising children, taking care of parents, cooking, and cleaning – for many, the end of
the workday feels like a second shift. And then there’s not enough money to make ends
meet. While others earn millions through financial investments, those who perform
care work are left with barely enough to live on. But burnout is seen as a personal fail-
ure, and poverty in old age as individual misfortune. This is no coincidence – it’s poli-
tics. Care work is the invisible foundation of our economy, and those who perform it are
systematically exploited. This book puts an end to the feeling that it’s your own fault.
Because what was created through political means can be changed through political
means. Feline Tecklenburg analyzes why the redistribution of time, power, and money
isn’t radical – it’s long overdue. The question isn’t whether we can afford it. The question
is how much longer we’re willing to put up with a system that expects the most impor-
tant work to be done for free.

This book is for everyone who feels the daily pressure of care, who is angry at a system
that renders their work invisible, and who finally wants to understand and bring about
change instead of just going through the motions. Care work is not a private matter – it
is the foundation of our economy!

Feline Tecklenburg, born in 1992, is a political economist. She is a co-founder and
co-executive director of the think tank and action workshop “Wirtschaft ist Care” (Econ-
omy Is Care). At the University of Paderborn, she conducts research on the care econ-
omy within sustainable economic models and co-edited the anthology Rethinking the
Economy in 2023. As a sought-after keynote speaker, she appears at conferences in Ger-
many and Switzerland. She lives in Berlin.

Feline Tecklenburg
Economy of Care
Valuing Care Work Safeguards
Prosperity and Democracy
Non-Fiction. 256 pages
Aufbau. Hardcover
2026, October

“At the heart of Feline Tecklenburg’s actions and thinking are people – with all their emo-
tions, stresses, needs, and possibilities. Feline Tecklenburg counters the irrational assumption
that the economy consists solely of numbers with her expertise in care work, offering a smart,
well-thought-out, and forward-looking concept: If we do not understand the complex role
that community and cooperation play in an economic context, there can be no improvement
in existing conditions. Feline Tecklenburg’s book shows how things can be done better – for
the benefit of all.” GILDA SAHEBI 

“A book that brings new perspectives to the table.” FRANZISKA SCHUTZBACH 
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POLITICS & HISTORY

The coast that will determine
our future

By the end of the century, Africa will be home to 40 % of the world’s population.
Nowhere is this transformation taking place as rapidly as along the West African coast
between Abidjan and Lagos: the world’s largest urban zone is emerging here over a
stretch of 1,000 kilometers. A megacluster of cities with populations in the millions and
a place unlike any other in the world.

But what does this mean for Africa, Europe, and the world? And what exactly does this
African future look like? In search of answers, journalist and Africa expert Fabian Urech
embarks on a journey along this coast, stopping at factories, music clubs, and smuggling
routes. He talks with newcomers, entrepreneurs, and gold miners. The result is a com-
pelling portrait of a region that will shape the 21st century.

Fabian Urech is a journalist and Africa correspondent. For seven years, he was in
charge of Africa coverage for the Neue Zürcher Zeitung. Since 2024, he has been report-
ing on the continent for Swiss Radio SRF and German-language newspapers. He lives
with his family in Accra, Ghana’s capital. Before his career in journalism, he worked
for the Swiss Ministry of Foreign Affairs, among other roles, and attended the Mercator
College of International Affairs.

Fabian Urech
Why the Future Is African
A Journey Along the Coast
that Will Shape the 21st Century
Non-Fiction. 245 pages
Aufbau. Hardcover
2026, November

The world’s most important coastline –
from Abidjan to Lagos: What happens here

in the coming years will shape the world
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POLITICS & HISTORY

Two voices from Iran:
Art as resistance

against authoritarian power
By chance, Behzad Karim Khani and Mohammad Rasoulof are brought together for an
interview. One is an author whose latest novel ends with the promise to leave Germany.
The other, an award-winning filmmaker who has found a safe haven here. Karim Khani
is deeply impressed by this man, who experienced more in 2024 alone than most peo-
ple do in their entire lives. Imprisonment in an Iranian jail. Escaping on foot across the
Iranian border. Standing ovations in Cannes. An Oscar nomination.

Two men, two exiles, two perspectives: on long walks through Berlin, the two talk about
exile and identity. About reform and revolution, about whether there is an aesthetic of
dictatorship and one of resistance. About beauty, love, and integrity. And about holding
fast to art as an expression of freedom.

Behzad Karim Khani was born in Tehran in 1977 and grew up in a family of artists.
He was not yet ten years old when he came to Germany with his parents, who settled in
the Ruhr region. He studied art history and media studies at Ruhr University Bochum.
He has lived in Berlin-Kreuzberg since 2003, where he ran the Lugosi Bar from 2012 to
2022. His debut novel, Hund, Wolf Schakal (Dog, Wolf, Jackal) was published in 2022.

Mohammad Rasoulof was born in 1973 in Shiraz, Iran. He is a filmmaker, producer,
and artist. Due to the political situation in the Islamic Republic of Iran, his work was
severely restricted. In July 2022, he was arrested in Iran and, in May 2024, sentenced
to eight years in prison and flogging. He subsequently fled Iran. Upon arriving in Ger-
many, Rasoulof completed his film The Seed of the Sacred Fig in just a few days. In it, he
captures the impact of the 2022 Iranian “Woman, Life, Freedom” protest movement on
a family in Tehran. The film won the Special Jury Prize at the Cannes Film Festival and
was submitted by Germany as its entry for Best International Feature Film at the Oscars.

Behzad Karim Khani, Mohammad Rasoulof
Why It Was No Escape
Mohammad Rasolouf on Iran
and the Art of Resistance
Non-Fiction. 176 pages
Aufbau. Hardcover
2026, November

Two Iranian artists in exile
on freedom, integrity,
and the price of art
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POLITICS & HISTORY

What comes after 300 years of
Western dominance?

The world that Europe created in the 19th century has become a world that the West
is no longer able to reign over alone. The decline of the West is being followed by the
rise of all those who were once dominated by European powers. Countries such as India,
South Africa, Brazil, Indonesia and Saudi Arabia have long since ceased to be relegated
to the back seat. They find a powerful alternative to economic policy in China. The USA
has long been uneasy about the rise of China, with talk of a new Cold War. With Russia,
the USA is seeking to close ranks with Europe – which must finally learn to act indepen-
dently and as a united force.

Political scientist Daniel Marwecki explains the historical background and geopolitical
consequences of a shifting world. Beyond alarmism and doom and gloom, his ground-
breaking book opens up new perspectives on the global order in the 21st century –
which will be very different from the Western order, despite being modeled on it. An
important voice of the young scientific generation brilliantly analyses the tectonics of
the present.

Daniel Marwecki, born in Bremen in 1987, is a political scientist and teaches Inter-
national Relations at the University of Hong Kong. His much-discussed book Absolution?
Israel and German State Policy was published in German in 2024. He is in demand as an
expert on geopolitics and writes for Le Monde Diplomatique, taz, Unherd, Jacobin, and The
Berlin Review of Books, among others.

Daniel Marwecki
The World After the West
On the Reorganization of Power
in the 21st Century
Non-Fiction. 288 pages
Ch. Links Verlag. Hardcover
2025, October

RIGHTS SOLD TO:
USA, UK

Nomination: Science Book of the Year

English & Polish sample translation available

“Daniel Marwecki has written one of the best geopolitical overviews of the moment [...] Any-
one who reads this slim volume will be greatly enriched [...] A sobering, liberating, even hope-
ful book.” SÜDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG

“The book of the hour about the global turn of an era.” HERSFELDER ZEITUNG

“In his excellent book, Daniel Marwecki explains how political and economic power are cur-
rently being reorganized around the world.” FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG

“The West will no longer dominate the globe. Political scientist Daniel Marwecki analyses
just how dramatic the situation is and what role Donald Trump plays in it.” T-ONLINE
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POLITICS & HISTORY

Serbia – A key country in transition

For a long time, the majority of the Serbian population was thought to be politically dis-
interested. Protests that flared up sporadically proved unsuccessful. When the canopy
of the train station in Novi Sad collapsed in November 2024, killing several people, that
changed abruptly. Across the country, a broad protest movement emerged: one in which
people are demanding answers, denouncing abuses in government and administration,
and calling for the rule of law, public oversight, and a meaningful fight against corrup-
tion. Since then, President Vučić has come under increasing pressure.

Balkan expert Florian Bieber uses this powerful movement to illustrate the importance
of civil protest, for Serbia, but also for Europe, Russia, and the US. Because autocrats
like Vučić, Orbán, Putin, and Trump fear civil unrest worldwide — and use the same
exact tactics to fight it.

Florian Bieber, born in 1973, is considered one of the foremost experts on the Balkan
region. He is a professor of Southeast European history and politics at the University of
Graz and director of the Center for Southeast European Studies there. He has taught in
the US, the UK, Italy, Bosnia, Serbia, and Hungary, and has lived in Belgrade and Sara-
jevo for more than five years. To date, he has written six books in English and German
on nationalism, the EU, and political developments in the Balkans. His analyses have
appeared in The New York Times, Neue Zürcher Zeitung, Der Standard, Die Zeit, Die Presse,
Politico, and other publications. He is a regular contributor to national and international
media outlets. In 2023, Ch. Links published his book The Balkan Tinderbox – How Dicta-
torships Are Exerting Influence in Europe.

“Hardly anyone knows Southeast Europe as well as Florian Bieber” DER FREITAG

Florian Bieber
What Autocrats Fear
Uprising in Serbia and the Crisis
of Authoritarian Regimes
Non-Fiction. 342 pages
Ch. Links Verlag. Quality Paperback
2026, May

PREVIOUS PUBLICAT ION:

Florian Bieber
The Balkan Tinderbox
How Dictatorships Are Exerting
Influence in Europe
Non-Fiction. 248 pages
Ch. Links Verlag. Quality Paperback
2023, October

RIGHTS SOLD TO:
Albania
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CULTURE & SOCIETY

Learning how to really feel
climate change

What we know about glaciers is determined by glaciology and climate science: the Arc-
tic is warming up, Greenland’s glaciers are melting rapidly, huge icebergs are breaking
off the ice shelf in Antarctica, and the glaciers of the Alps will have disappeared by 2080.
All this knowledge is pivotal, yet it tells us nothing about what it is like to stand on a
glacier and feel that specific cold, sharp wind on your face. People’s love of ice and their
concern and grief at its disappearance find expression in poetry and art. From Goethe,
Lord Byron and Mary Wollstonecraft to Adalbert Stifter, Friedrich Nietzsche, Walter
Benjamin and Mark Twain: they, and many others, were both fascinated and unsettled
by glaciers.

This book is dedicated to people’s historical and current relationships with ice and glaci-
ers. Anne-Sophie Balzer takes us on a journey through 250 years of poetic glacier history
and how it is reflected in stories, poems and works of art. An exceptional and existential
exploration.

Anne-Sophie Balzer was born in 1988, the same year a NASA scientist explained the
Congress of the United States that climate change was real. She is a literary scholar and
works as an author and journalist with a focus on Scandinavia and the far North. Until
2025, she taught at the University of Augsburg as a research associate and wrote her dis-
sertation on glaciers in contemporary English-language poetry.

Anne-Sophie Balzer
The Glaciers Are Melting
while We Fall in Love
On the Interwoven Relationship
of Humans and Ice
Non-Fiction. Ca. 270 pages
Aufbau. Hardcover
2026, September

Recommended by New Books in German

English sample translation available soon

A history of glaciers
from their beginnings to the present day,

uniquely combining science and literature
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CULTURE & SOCIETY

Why we need new feminist strategies
in the era of post-patriarchal chaos

Current political developments are not evidence of the enduring strength of patriarchy,
but signs of its demise. Patriarchy was a hierarchical order with “old white men” at
the top, supported by recognized institutions such as universities, parliaments, and
churches. Those days are over. Today, power is based on the rule of the strongest, phys-
ical violence, economic superiority, and arbitrariness. This is not patriarchy, but post-
patriarchal chaos. Feminist strategies must respond to this. Because it is pointless to
demand recognition and equality from autocrats – one must confront them with subver-
sive liberation practices, resilience, and self-organization. The equality- and emancipa-
tion-focused feminism of the 20th century has certainly tried successfully to win over
the traditional patriarchal authorities to its own cause. But this strategy has reached its
limits. A change in policy is necessary.

In her intellectually sparkling and cleverly pointed essay, political scientist Antje
Schrupp takes a (self-)critical look at the women’s movement and outlines perspectives
for a future-oriented, constructive feminism whose primary concern is a free society. An
intellectual firework display!

Antje Schrupp is a political scientist and journalist living in Frankfurt am Main. Her
research focuses primarily on the political history of women’s ideology, and she wrote
her doctoral thesis on feminist socialists in the 19th century. She has also been involved
in feminist economic ethics for many years. In her blog For the Love of Freedom, she
engages in current feminist debates and recently called on the church to acknowledge
its guilt for centuries of patriarchal theology.

Antje Schrupp
Post-Patriarchal Chaos
How We Can Achieve Freedom
Through Feminism
Non-Fiction. 192 pages
Aufbau. Hardcover
2026, February

Current political developments
are not evidence of the

enduring power of patriarchy —
but rather signposts to its demise



10

BIOGRAPHY

Admired, condemned, exiled

He filled the concert halls of the Soviet Union, sang for Stalin, spent eight years in the
Gulag as a gay man, and was one of the greatest Russian stage stars of the 20th century:
The tenor Vadim Kozin (1903–1994) was the country’s most famous singer; his records
were in high demand. Not a day went by without his voice being heard on the radio. But
one day in May 1944, there was complete silence – as if he had never existed ...
 
Thomas Kunze sets out to uncover the truth. He traces Kozin’s life from his meteoric
rise to his arrest and the years that followed – even as a free man, Kozin never left
Siberia again. A man born shortly after the turn of the century in the Russian Empire
who lived through the entire Soviet century. Kunze gained exclusive access to Kozin’s
diaries, spoke with the last surviving eyewitnesses, and reveals an unknown facet of the
Stalin era.

Thomas Kunze, born in 1963, studied history, German language and literature, and
education in Jena and Leipzig, and earned his doctorate in modern history in 1991. He
has worked for the Konrad Adenauer Foundation since 2002 and has headed its over-
seas offices in Central Asia, Russia, and, since 2022, Albania. He has written numerous
books on German and Eastern European contemporary history, including biographies of
Nicolae Ceausescu and Erich Honecker. He lives in Tirana and Berlin.

Thomas Kunze
The Forgotten Tango
Vadim Kozin: A Soviet Life
Spanning a Century
Biography. Ca. 352 pages
Ch. Links Verlag. Hardcover
2026, November

He sang for Stalin in the Kremlin,
spent eight years in the Gulag as a gay man,
and is considered one of the greatest Russian

entertainers of the 20th century:
The Dramatic Life of Vadim Kozin
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BIOGRAPHY

The first biography of Fred Stein:
Photographer, exile and chronicler

of the 20th century

Hannah Arendt, smoking a cigarette while reclining, Thomas Mann at his writing
desk, a smiling Albert Einstein, Bertolt Brecht in profile. These photographs are world-
famous, but their photographer is largely unknown. His name: Fred Stein. A master of
portrait photography, his pictures are a veritable who’s who of the 20th century.

In the first-ever biography of Fred Stein, historian Daniel Siemens traces the impressive
life and achievements of the man behind the camera: dismissed in 1933, the Jewish
lawyer fled into exile with his wife Lilo under the pretense of a honeymoon, first to
Paris and later to the USA. The second-hand Leica that the young couple bought was just
the beginning: over the course of three decades, Stein photographed over 1,000 artists,
politicians and celebrities. His photographs portray dignity, humanity – and a world that
was often denied to the exile himself.

Daniel Siemens is Professor of European History at Newcastle University in the
United Kingdom and author of several books on 20th-century history. His book Horst
Wessel: Death and Transfiguration of a National Socialist, published in 2009, was widely
discussed and received considerable attention beyond academic circles. It was awarded
the “Geisteswissenschaften International” prize and has also been available in English
translation since 2013. In 2017, his study Stormtroopers: A New History of Hitler's Brown-
shirts was published in English by Yale University Press. Translations into German, Pol-
ish and Chinese followed in 2019.

Daniel Siemens
The Photographer Fred Stein
A German-Jewish Life
from 1909 to 1967
Biography. 336 pages
Ch. Links Verlag. Hardcover
2026, March

RIGHTS SOLD TO:
UK, USA

English sample translation available

Daniel Siemens
Backstage at the "Weltbühne"
Hermann Budzislawski
and the 20th Century
Non-Fiction. 413 pages
Aufbau. Hardcover
2022, March

Full English translation available

RIGHTS SOLD TO:
USA
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DIE ANDERE BIBLIOTHEK

Humor as the best way
to maintain optimism 

and courage in tough times

Sigmund Freud was often portrayed by his numerous opponents as bitter, sex-obsessed,
and complex-ridden. Here, he himself proves the opposite and presents himself from his
most charming and exuberant side. The testimonies of an eventful life reveal new facets
of his personality, bringing us closer to the man himself. Freud’s best jokes, anecdotes,
and witty remarks from letters, diaries, and conversations have been cleverly compiled,
annotated, and formed into new chapters by Christfried Tögel and Jörg-Dieter Kogel.

These new works complete the picture we had of the great visionary and show us once
again that humor is perhaps the best way to remain hopeful in tough times. Freud has
never been more entertaining to read. Make way for one of the greatest thinkers of his
time!

Jörg-Dieter Kogel is a German journalist and radio editor who was program director
of Radio Bremen’s Nordwestradio and NDR for many years. His book In the Land of
Dreams: With Sigmund Freud in Italy was published by Aufbau.

Christfried Tögel is the editor of the first complete edition of Freud’s writings. His
publications with Aufbau include Sigmund Freud: “Our Heart Points South” – Travel Let-
ters 1895-1923. 

“Humor is not resigned, it is defiant!” SIGMUND FREUD

Freud Tells A Joke
Non-Fiction. 264 pages
Die Andere Bibliothek. Hardcover
2026, June

RIGHTS SOLD TO:
Korea, China

English sample translation available

For the first time in one volume:
everything about Freud’s humor,

an impressive compilation
from his complete works,

richly illustrated with previously
unknown archive material
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DIE ANDERE BIBLIOTHEK

A sensational discovery
for Rilke's 150th birthday

Until now, Rilke has been regarded as a textual artist who devoted himself entirely to
literature, creating images from words, sentences, and verses. For the first time, this
volume reveals just how comprehensive his work as a draftsman and painter was. On
numerous sheets of paper, but also in his letters, he draws and paints: knights, monsters,
palaces, Madonnas, early theater experiences, dream worlds with gallant officers in uni-
form and elegant ladies in evening dress, locations and illustrated stories from Prague
society at the end of the 19th century.
 
Only now do we discover that as an author, Rilke might never have developed so much
of a sense for the pictorial had he not drawn and painted himself. Using examples of
around 150 illustrations, this special volume traces Rilke’s transformation from multidis-
ciplinary artist to textual artist, and explores the significance of the image in poetry. In
the year of Rilke’s 150th anniversary, this opulently illustrated, expertly presented vol-
ume allows us to take a completely new look at the man and poet.

Gunilla Eschenbach, born in 1977, is head of the manuscript cataloging department
at the German Literature Archive in Marbach.

Mirko Nottscheid, born in 1971, is head of the Images & Objects department at the
German Literature Archive in Marbach.

Sandra Richter, born in Kassel in 1973, has been professor of modern German litera-
ture in Stuttgart since 2008 and director of the German Literature Archive in Marbach
since 2019. She published A World History of German-Language Literature in 2017. In Jan-
uary 2025 her major biography of Rilke, Rainer Maria Rilke or The Open Life was pub-
lished.

Gunilla Eschenbach, Mirko Nottscheid, Sandra
Richter
Rilke Draws
Non-Fiction. 368 pages
Die Andere Bibliothek. Hardcover
2025, September

"This discovery is a stroke of luck in cultural history" WOLFRAM WEIMER, Germany's
Cultural Secretary

"The opulent volume fills an important gap." FRANKFURTER NEUE PRESSE

"In this impressive, illustrated atlas, you can leaf through the legacy of one of the most impor-
tant poets on the threshold of modernity." STUTTGARTER ZEITUNG

"A magnificent eye-catcher in every respect." SWR KULTUR 

"A feast for the senses." WELT AM SONNTAG 
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DIE ANDERE BIBLIOTHEK

Will the city miss its residents when
they are gone one day?

Gregor Hens traverses the metropolises of the world as a reader, as a walker and even
as a swimmer, from Berlin via Las Vegas to Shenzhen, from the outermost fringes of
societyto the dull spaces of city centres marketed for tourism. Gregor Hens is at home
in urban spaces, like in his native city of Cologne or in Berlin, where the city map cor-
responds to his own life circumstances and he moves around through »cityscapes« day
and night. He writes about familiar, far-away metropolises that he has explored as a trav-
eller, metropolises for which we only have a defined image in our minds, or which we
hold onto in our collective memory, and megacities somewhere in the world that he
only mentions by name. 

Gregor Hens explores the urban world of our planet in the tradition of psychogeography,
reads Virginia Woolf, Guy Debord and Rem Koolhaas, digs into the deepest layers of
a city and ascends with the camera eye until it is at his feet in all its complexity and
beauty: as a picture, as a map, played on by marvelling children and sometimes stopped
in its tracks by catastrophe. Cities and their alternative concepts are complex struc-
tures consisting of innumerable aesthetic elements. They are dealt with in Gregor Hens’
prose, which reads like a detailed street map that offers the most surprising links and
references.

Gregor Hens, born in Cologne in 1965, has taught at various American universi-
ties, most recently at Ohio State University. He has been living in Berlin as a freelance
writer and translator since 2013. He has translated numerous novels, including ones by
Leonard Cohen and Will Self.

Gregor Hens
The City and the World
Fiction. 306 pages
Die Andere Bibliothek. Hardcover
2021, September

RIGHTS SOLD TO:
UK

Full English translation available

Cities are like libraries: we walk through
their streets, pulling out a book here and there,

leafing through the pages and reading
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DIE ANDERE BIBLIOTHEK

A very different history of literature:
Tolstoy, Proust, Shelley and co. in action!

A writer's life is all paper, they say. This book proves the opposite. It features authors of
world literature as we have never seen them before: in the middle of the action, in close
combat and the thick of the fray, as villains and heroes. We are there when Cervantes
fights in the Battle of Lepanto. When Tolstoy is bitten by a bear. When Jules Verne rides a
rollercoaster and Antoine Saint-Exupéry survives four crash landings. When the Brontë
sisters witness the end of the world. When Marcel Proust fights a duel and the police
search for Agatha Christie. When Mary Shelley meets her monster and Emily Dickinson
experiences a storm of love. When Bob Dylan breaks his neck at Woodstock and David
Foster Wallace goes down at the gym.

A very different history of literature, which makes regular literary fiction look rather
pale and anemic in comparison!

Mara Delius is the editor of Literarische Welt.

Marc Reichwein is an editor in the culture and arts editorial section of Welt. The
series Action Scenes of World Literature, which they curated and on which this book is
based, was first published in Welt in 2019 and has been published in Welt am Sonntag
since fall 2021.

Paul Fretter created the illustrations. 

111 Action Scenes from World Literature
Non-Fiction. 384 pages
Die Andere Bibliothek. Hardcover
2024, September

RIGHTS SOLD TO:
Hungary, Turkey, Italy

English sample translation available

“Adventures with infectious appeal!” NÜRNBERGER NACHRICHTEN

“A new take on literature and literary history” DEUTSCHLANDFUNK KULTUR

“One remains […] amazed and amused.” BOOK CULTURE

“Anyone looking to immerse themselves in literary history beyond the usual anecdotes about
authors will not want to miss this book.” DAS BLÄTTCHEN



16

DIE ANDERE BIBLIOTHEK

A musical voyage of discovery
into the unknown and unheard

The world of classical music is attached to tradition more than any other art form or
part of society. Beethoven, Brahms, Mozart, Verdi and Wagner dominate the stages of
concert halls and opera houses. But why, even to this day, do women composers hardly
appear on their repertoires? Most people interested in music know of Clara Schumann,
Hildegard von Bingen and perhaps Fanny Hensel. But there are so many more! Arno
Lücker has set out to bring the classical music business into the present day. For many
years, he has been studying the lives and music of women composers. Most of them had
to overcome numerous obstacles for their creative development. Compiled in this book
are 250 women composers from all over the world and from many different centuries.
In glittering short portraits, we are immersed in the lives of these women musicians,
with one question always lingering: What does this unfamiliar music sound like? Arno
Lücker opens our eyes and ears to the unheard.

An indispensable reference work for music lovers and concertgoers!

Arno Lücker, born 1979 in Braunschweig, studied musicology and philosophy and
works as a musicologist, music critic, pianist and composer. He has been editor of
Opernwelt magazine since 2021. He also teaches musicology at the Philipps University
of Marburg. Since 2019, he has been writing the much-acclaimed series of articles 250
Women Composers for VAN Magazine, in which he portrays women musicians from all
over the world and from all centuries – right up to the present day.

“How fortunate that all these creative women are finally being recognised. Arno Lücker
deserves thanks and respect for bringing our attention to such great musicians.” ELKE HEI-
DENREICH

Arno Lücker
250 Composers
Women Who Wrote Music History
Non-Fiction. 648 pages
Die Andere Bibliothek. Hardcover
2023, November

"Incredibly accessible and beautifully written [...] If you love music or know people who love
music, you won't find a better Christmas gift than this book." SPIEGEL ONLINE

"The most famous names in music history are still predominantly male – and wrongly so, as
the book 250 Composers by Arno Lücker impressively proves." SWR 2

"Amusing and sincere, entertaining and at times with disturbing insights into the composers’
life and work – a book that makes you want keep listening after reading!" CRESCENDO

"Fun to read and broadens one's horizon." NEUE MUSIKZEITUNG



 

BACKLIST 

BEAUTIES 
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BEST OF BACKLIST

BEST
SELLER

A young generation in search of a
free and self-determined life

Friday, 10 April 1981: In Jena, East Germany, 23-year-old Matthias Domaschk boards the
express train to Berlin. He’s on his way to a birthday party. But he never arrives, because
the packed train is stopped in Jüterbog and Matthias and three other residents of Jena
are arrested. Two days later, he lies dead in the visitors’ room of the Stasi detention cen-
tre in Gera. What happened back then?

Peter Wensierski captivatingly tells the story of a non-conformist young man and his
adversaries in a totalitarian state, based on Matthias Domaschk’s final days. He sheds
light on how the police raid on a shared flat and the protest against Wolf Biermann’s
expatriation became turning points for the Jena scene. And he paints the picture of an
increasingly politicised generation that went against their conformist parents and intol-
erant citizens, and who communicated politically and culturally across borders as early
as the 1970’s in search of an upstanding and self-determined life.

Peter Wensierski, born in 1954, is a documentary filmmaker and studied political
science, history and journalism at the Freie Universität Berlin. From 1979 he reported
as a journalist from the GDR and from 1986 to 1993 he was a television journalist for
ARD and worked for various magazines. Wensierski has been awarded the German Film
Award, the European Television Award and the German Cross of Merit. He has had sev-
eral books published, including the bestsellers The Forbidden Journey (2014) and The
Incredible Ease of Revolution (2017). Berlin – The City of Revolt (2018) was published by
Ch. Links Verlag.

Peter Wensierski
Generation GDR
The Last Journey of Matthias Domaschk
Non-Fiction. 368 pages
Ch. Links Verlag. Hardcover
2023, March

RIGHTS SOLD TO:
USA, UK

Recommended by New Books in German

Full English translation available 

“Almost all the rebels and resistance fighters in humanity’s eternal war of freedom ultimately
remain nameless – whether a brave person’s name was briefly on everyone’s lips or can only
be found on a list next to all those who were murdered. Matthias Domaschk is a good name,
one which we will at least not forget.” WOLF BIERMANN, SEPTEMBER 2022

"The concept of the book is on point. It is a great read. It is breathtaking. […] Wensierski's
book will be the benchmark for any future work on the subject." MDR KULTUR

"Wensierski's descriptions infuse his book with haunting authenticity." DIE WELT

"Meticulously and with great attention to detail, Wensierski depicts the hours of this case's
protagonists between April 10 and 12, 1981." EVANGELISCHER PRESSEDIENST
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20th century history packed into
the life of a pragmatic intellectual 

Hermann Budzislawski survived more regime changes and was effective in more diverse
ways than any other left-wing intellectual: be it as the successor to Carl von Ossietzky
and Kurt Tucholsky as head of the "Weltbühne" newspaper after 1933, as an employee
of Dorothy Thompson in the U.S. or as a defining figure of socialist journalism in the
GDR. With astonishing agility, not olny did Budzislawski manage to survive all existen-
tial threats, but he continously gained new influence in differend countries. His biogra-
phy maps out a complex panorama of the 20th century, explores the freedom of socialist
politics and questions the price of political adjustment and resistance. 

The rediscovery of an important German-Jewish intellectual and a lesson in power and
possibilities. 

Daniel Siemens is a professor of European History at Newcastle University in the UK
and author of several books on 20th century history. His book Horst Wessel: Death and
Transfiguration of a National Socialist was awarded the Humanities International Prize.
His highly acclaimed book Stormtroopers: A New History of Hitler's Brownshirts was pub-
lished in 2017.

"This book breaks through a sheet of ice. More than that, Siemens writes from an unbiased,
analytical standpoint as an author and exceptionally smooth for a historian […] Siemens
not only wrote a biography on Hermann Budzislawski, he also presents a piece of press his-
tory" DAS BLÄTTCHEN

"The history professor from Newcastle flawlessly combines meticulous source work with histor-
ical clarity and narrative quality." FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE ZEITUNG

Daniel Siemens
Backstage at the "Weltbühne"
Hermann Budzislawski
and the 20th Century
Non-Fiction. 413 pages
Aufbau. Hardcover
2022, March

RIGHTS SOLD TO:
USA

Full English translation available

"Daniel Siemens sheds new light on German history. Original and of high narrative quality.
An honour to read!" WOLFRAM EILENBERGER 

"Siemens [...] tells with all due accuracy thrillingly and in grandiose detail about Weimar,
Budzislawski's years with the 'class enemy' and the 'invention of socialist journalism' in which
he played a leading role” JÜDISCHE ALLGEMEINE 

"Daniel Siemens' book is far more than the life story of a journalist in the 'fairway of power'; it
sheds light on the possibilities, illusions, and constraints of a very typical and then again very
particular socialist of the 20th century." SÜDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG

"Thanks to meticulous research, historian Daniel Siemens has saved this life of a century
between assimilation and resistance from oblivion." F.F. DABEI
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A city at fever pitch – the fateful
years between 1930 and 1933

Berlin in 1930 is the glittering metropolis of the new Europe, faster and freer than the
continent's other capitals. Nowhere else do extravagance and misery live in such close
proximity. While Communists and Nazis fight their bloody brawls and Dorothy Thomp-
son interviews Hitler, the Jewish clairvoyant Erik Jan Hanussen invites the leadership of
the Berlin SA to his luxury yacht, the "Ursel IV", for a weekend trip. Maud von Ossietzky,
worried about her husband Carl, increasingly turns to alcohol for comfort, and Ernst
Thälmann, chair of the Communist party, finds solace in his lovers. Heinrich Brüning,
still chancellor of the German Reich, plays a board game with his goddaughter on the
evening of his dismissal. In the end, it all comes down to one question: Will there be a
"Third Reich"?

Featuring the trenchant, powerful portraits of figures such as Heinrich Brüning, Erik
Jan Hanussen, Maud von Ossietzky, Ernst Thälmann and Dorothy Thompson. 

Peter Walther, born in Berlin in 1965, studied German and art history and gained
a doctorate in 1995. He worked as a curator for numerous literary exhibitions and co-
founded the website literaturport with Ulrich Janetzski. Today he and Hendrik Röder
head the Brandenburg Literary Office in Potsdam. In 2017 he published the bestselling
Hans Fallada: The Biography. 

Peter Walther
Fever
The Universe of Berlin, 1930-1933
Non-Fiction. 364 pages
Aufbau. Hardcover
2020, February

RIGHTS SOLD TO:
UK, Sweden

Recommended by New Books in German 

Full English translation available

"Walther's writing is convincing, without dramatic tricks and kitschy emotionalism." SÜD-
DEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 

"This book reads like a political thriller, the individual scenes rapidly condensed into a pic-
ture that is both glaringly bright and brilliantly dark." POTSDAMER NEUE
NACHRICHTEN 

"The final stages of the Weimar Republic have been described so many times, but never like
this. Walther does not simply outline the events, he draws upon historical figures and depicts
the lives and actions of the nine protagonists in a thrilling historical commentary" NEUES
DEUTSCHLAND
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The biography of a secretive city

Once part of the Habsburg Empire, early-twentieth-century Lviv boasted enough extra-
ordinary artists and scientists to rival Berlin and Vienna. The city was considered the
‘Jerusalem of Europe’, where Poles, Jews, Ukrainians and Germans lived side by side.
War, the Holocaust and forced migration drained Lviv of nearly all its inhabitants – and
its memory.

When crisis struck the Ukraine in 2014, Lutz Kleveman travelled to Lviv to uncover the
city’s buried past. He stumbled across famous figures like Joseph Roth and Paul Celan,
as well as characters like the Jewish poet Debora Vogel and the epidemiologist Rudolf
Weigl, who saved hundreds of people from the murderous terror of the Soviets and the
Nazis in his laboratory. In the Ukraine, the crimes of those years are still hushed up or
reinterpreted. Anyone wanting to understand the contemporary conflict, however, has
to be aware of the true history of Lviv. Using this city and its population as a lens, Lutz
Kleveman brilliantly tells the story of European history.

"Lviv is a city of smeared borders … a spot of colour in Eastern Europe." JOSEPH ROTH

Lutz Kleveman, born in 1974, studied history at the London School of Economics
(LSE) and has written for Die Zeit, Spiegel Online and the Daily Telegraph. His publica-
tions include Wanderjahre. A reporter’s journey in a mad world (London 2012) and The
New Great Game (2003).

Lutz C. Kleveman
Lviv
The Forgotten Middle of Europe
Non-Fiction. 315 pages
Aufbau. Hardcover
2017, March

RIGHTS SOLD TO:
Poland, Hungary, Czech Republic, Sweden, Italy,
Ukraine, China

English sample and full Spanish translation
available

“Vividly written [...] weaving historical material with biographical accounts by important
Lemberg writers, artists and scholars. The book resembles a collage, gained from the sunken
layers of a long-forgotten city in the centre of Europe." SÜDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 

"Kleveman's book is so suspensefully written and packed with knowledge that the reader
learns more about Lviv’s history than on any educational city trip." NEUE ZÜRCHER
ZEITUNG 

"Impressive and very moving […] a mix of lively journalism and essay-style observations."
MDR RADIO

"A sensationally good and important book" JÜDISCHE ALLGEMEINE
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Live and in colour: A revolutionary and visually
stunning journey through time spanning 40 years

For decades, British band Depeche Mode has been captivating fans all over the world.
From the band’s first gigs in smoky pubs, playing for around a dozen people, to the
sold-out world tour with spectacular shows in front of millions of fans – the band’s
history and success are rooted in its unparalleled live performances. Following the
bestseller Depeche Mode: Monument, which is now considered the fan bible, Dennis
Burmeister and Sascha Lange present another book with powerful images. They have
complied a wealth of previously unpublished photos, unseen material and exclusive
interviews with friends of the band. Depeche Mode: Live traces the growth of this band
from tour to tour from 1980 to 2023, which, despite all the misfortunes, continues to
thrill millions of people at its concerts to this day.

Dennis Burmeister, born in 1975, is a graphic designer, DJ and event organiser and
has compiled one of the largest Depeche Mode collections of the last 35 years. With sev-
eral thousand exhibits, it is enough to fill a museum.

Sascha Lange, born 1971 in Leipzig, is a musician, author and historian with a spe-
cialisation in youth cultures in the twentieth century. He is also an academic consultant
for museums, media and theatre. Lange and Burmeister’s Depeche Mode: Monument, the
largest showcase of the British band’s work to date, was published by Blumenbar.

“Depeche Mode are godlike and Monument is their bible.” WELT ONLINE

“There has never been anything like it before and there will almost certainly never be anything
like it again.” SONIC SEDUCER

Dennis Burmeister, Sascha Lange
Depeche Mode: Live
Non-Fiction. 424 pages
Blumenbar. Hardcover
2023, October

RIGHTS SOLD TO:
Italy, Poland, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Russia,
USA

English sample translation available

Dennis Burmeister, Sascha Lange
Depeche Mode: Monument
Non-Fiction. 424 pages
Blumenbar. Hardcover
2013, May

RIGHTS SOLD TO:
France, USA, Russia, Italy, Czech Republic, Poland
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LVB & Co. Agência Literária 
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