LITERATURVERLAG DROSCHL

www.droschl.com

Autumn 2026

Wilhelm Hengstler

Zulm. Novel
496 pages, August 2026

An opulent and imaginatively exuberant epic novel set in India, in which the narrator, following a dubious assi-
gnment, travels from Vienna across the length and breadth of India. It is a work rich in characters, events, and
stories that, through branching narrative levels and intertwined plotlines, blends fiction with historical events,
veering off the expected paths with surprising twists. The fact that Wilhelm Hengstler is also a filmmaker cannot
be hidden here. It is powerful imagery and dialogues that drive the plot forward. He masterfully combines the
travel and adventure novel with a crime plot and with the adventures of the mind.

Wilhelm Hengstler, who has traveled extensively throughout the country ever since, began writing this epic
novel about India 20 years ago: Zulm is his magnum opus, in which he draws on these experiences and
insights.

Wilhelm Hengstler, born in Graz in 1944. As a film director, he made films such as Fegefeuer and Tief oben. His literary
works include Die letzte Premiere, Fare and Pisco sour, for which he has received numerous awards.

Robert Menasse
9/11 - Crossfades

72 pages, August 2026

September marks the 25th anniversary of the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center in New York.

In response to this momentous event in world history, which triggered a global emotional outpouring, Robert
Menasse wrote an essay describing the attack as a collective “shock, world, and media event,” relating it to the
formative childhood experience of John F. Kennedy's assassination and to the memory of Allende’s murder.
Some time later, the essay gave rise to the short story The American Glasses, in which the historical event is
told with subjective memory and childhood emotions, causing a young couple to stumble over their subjective
worldviews regarding relative truth and interpretation.

In an afterword, the Dutch Germanist Ewout van der Knaap analyzes the genesis and relationship between the
two texts.

Robert Menasse, born in 1954 in Vienna, where he lives as a novelist and (political) essayist. His most recent publications
Die Hauptstadt (2018), Die Erweiterung (2023) and Die Lebensentscheidung (2026)

Carolina Schutti
Relative Calm. An Approach
104 pages, October 2026

Green meadows, dense forests, hiking trails: What lies beneath the grass we walk on? Whose story do the few
clues and signs tell, revealing this popular recreational area as a place with a troubled history? A stele, which at
first glance resembles a tourist information sign, serves as the starting point for the tentative search of a person
who follows the traces. Step by step, we accompany her as she deals with crimes against humanity and tries to
put together memories, stories, historical documents and her own observations.

Carolina Schutti was born in Innsbruck in 1976, where she still lives. She has published numerous books that have been
translated so far into seventeen languages and have received numerous awards, including the EU literature prize in 2015.
Her most recent publications: Der Himmel ist ein kleiner Kreis (20121) and Meeresbrise (2023). With a chapter of Der Him-
mel ist ein kleiner Kreis Schutti was nominated for the 2020 Ingeborg Bachmann award.
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Jan Wilm
Sachertorte and Other Fictions. Short Stories

176 pages, August 2026

In 18 stories spanning a wide range of eras and life situations, Jan Wilm delves into emotional states and lays
bare the depths of the soul. Somewhere between flash fiction and the short story, this collection masterfully
stages a witty yet serious interplay of perception and deception, tragedy and comedy, language and fiction. Jan
Wilm masterfully guides the reader into the experiences and emotional states of his characters and sketches
with just a few strokes a unique universe of life.

“Jan Wilm is the greatest German-language fiction writer of his generation.” (Joshua Cohen)

“A treasure of legends from our time.” (Clemens J. Setz)

Jan Wilm, born in 1983, lives in Frankfurt am Main as a writer and translator. He has translated works by Maggie Nelson,
Lydia Davis, Arundhati Roy and Joshua Cohen. His most recent publications Winterjahrbuch (2019), Ror. Wolf, Lesen (2022)
and Bartierchen (2025). In addition, he publishes essays and literary criticism in German- and English-speaking countries,
writes plays and radio plays, and is a lecturer in literary translation at Heinrich Heine University Dusseldorf.
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Wiebke Porombka
Thought Experiments on Speed

48 pages, October 2026

Wiebke Porombka traces a cultural history of speed in all its forms: From Alfred Déblin and Stefan Zweig to
Charlie Chaplin and Tom & Jerry, on to the 1950s kitchen with the “5-minute terrine,” to sports, transportation,
and urban planning. Speed is a defining feature of modern life. But it is only when speed is rejected that things
get truly interesting, because suddenly the demand for speed becomes a moral category. This thought experi-
ment seeks to explore this.

Wiebke Porombka, born in Bremen in 1977, is a literary scholar, literary critic, and author. Since 2018, she is literary editor

at Deutschlandradio and she also serves as a juror for various literary prizes, including as chair of the jury for the Wilhelm
Raabe Literary Prize and the Bremen Literary Prize. She lives in Berlin.

Literaturverlag Droschl A-8043 Graz Stenggstrafle 33 Telefon +43/316/32-64-04




