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Ludwig Biró
The first Half-of my Life
352 pages, August 2025

In an era in which democracy is being challenged and threatened worldwide, Ludwig Biró’s memoir stands as a 
strikingly relevant and timely testament. Originally published in 1998, it now appears in a revised new addition, 
reminding readers of how quickly society can change in times of political upheaval, reaffirming its resonance in 
our own precarious times.

In his autobiography, lawyer Ludwig Biró (1898–1972) recounts the stagnation of Jewish life in Graz, his expe-
rience on the Isonzo Front during World War I, and the gradual darkening of the political landscape leading up 
to the Anschluss. 

Focusing on the events surrounding the Nazis‘ seizure of power in Austria, he offers a unique observation with the 
trained eye of a legal mind and the personal insight of a witness. Unvarnished and free from dominant postwar 
narratives, Biró offers a vivid portrayal of victims and perpetrators, Jews and so-called »Aryans«, loyal friends 
and power-intoxicated Nazis alike.

The richness of material, anecdotes and his professional expertise combined with his remarkably engaging nar-
rative style, render Briós memoirs an essential and compelling historical document.

»Biró‘s portrayals are unique. His work is no polemic, but an exacting and vivid account of the rise of anti-Semi-
tism.« (Kleine Zeitung)

»The book has become a textbook for political sensitivity. How does a dictatorship develop? How do mentalities 
shift?« (Der Standard)

»The memoirs are an honest and direct retrospective, offering a very personal insight into a society that is in the 
process of completely losing its humanity under the spell of an ideology.« (Christoph Hartner, Kronen Zeitung)

English Sample Translation available

Sabine Schönfellner
Snail Queen. Novel
160 pages, August 2025

»How would you feel if everyone told you it isn‘t normal, but no one can tell you what‘s wrong?«

Ever since childhood, Klara’s life has been shaped by persistent health problems, having minor illnesses linger far 
longer than they would normally. Later, she experiences breakdowns and exhaustion. The symptoms are obvious 
to her, but no one can offer a diagnosis, treatment, or a cure.

She finds it increasingly difficult to juggle parenthood, her relationship, friendships, and her job. Is it chronic 
exhaustion or something else? How can she live and deal with it? Klara finds her own way to lead a self-deter-
mined life, but encounters a lack of understanding from her partner Matti and her family.

»Schönfellner masterfully describes the inner turmoil and immense stress that characterize Klara‘s everyday life. 
Snail Queen is more than just the story of an illness; it is a tale of resilience, self-discovery, and the search for a 
way to live with the unknown.« (gesundheit.com)

»A very profound novel about chronic illness, self-determination, and how women are treated in the healthcare 
system, which is really worth reading.« (vilianes.buecherwelt, Instagram)

© Werner Robitza
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Mela Hartwig
The Lost Dream. Novel 
224 pages, February 2025

A great discovery: Mela Hartwig’s novel The Lost Dream, written in 1943/44: Mela Hartwig invokes a world of 
yesterday, in strong contrast to the terrible time in which it was written during the Second World War.

Barbara works alongside her husband in the bacteriological laboratory. Their marital bliss is put to the test 
when, during a visit to the theatre, Barbara catches sight of a man to whom she instantly and irrevocably 
succumbs. Determined to draw closer to him, she spares no effort in seeking him out, attempting to win his 
attention and his affection. Overcome by emotional turmoil, however, she loses her footing and risks her entire 
existence – but for whom, and for what?

Hartwig’s novel depicts a woman’s attempt to break free from conventional female roles and expectations. Bar-
bara’s drama unfolds entirely within her own mind, rendered in heightened and intense language. Part of this 
daring literary strategy – a bold move on Hartwig’s part – is her willingness to draw on the registers of kitsch, 
using them to intensify Barbara’s spiraling thoughts and inner turmoils.

»In this romantic drama, which is both a marriage and an artist‘s novel, the attempt at emancipation by a 
modern woman who insists on the independence of her life plan is mixed with sentimentality. The struggle for 
self-determination is not fought with rational arguments from reality, but with dreamy devotion to possibilities.« 
(Wolfgang Huber-Lang, APA)

»A great author of the modern age: Mela Hartwig was a pioneer in describing female emotional worlds.« (Gisela 
von Wysocki, Die Zeit)

Mela Hartwig »consistently focuses on female characters and does not shy away from taboos when it comes to 
describing women‘s lives. Her language is razor-sharp and expressionistically prolific.« (Franziska Hirsbrunner, SRF)

Previous works sold to English, Danish, Italian and Spanish.

Ilma Rakusa
Where is the light?
560 pages, September 2025

Merck-Preis 2025, Grand Medal of Honor of the City of Zurich

Troubling news and gloomy forecasts characterize the present and preoccupy the eminent Swiss author Ilma 
Rakusa. In diary prose, poems, monologues, and dialogues, she traces—over a span of two and a half years 
beginning in the summer of 2022—an inner journey reflected in the mirror of the outside world.

She contemplates the world’s crises with horror and dismay, wrestles with doubt and despair. With clarity of 
vision and sharp judgment, she eloquently denounces injustice and despotism, appeals to humanity and reason, 
and writes with deep empathy about the everyday lives of those who suffer.

In this book of reflections, the transience of life is ever present—yet so too are vitality, the joy found in small 
things, and, above all, love: love of family and friends, of literature and art. The personal and the political are 
interwoven throughout Rakusa‘s   observations and reflections of the present.

Previous works have been translated to 14 languages.

The Swiss Arts Council Pro Helvetia awards grants for translations.

© Katalin Deér
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Regina Dürig
Women and Stones. Stories
200 pages, March 2025

Bayern 2 Prize 2025

Non-mothers, myths and marble – Regina Dürig’s first collection of stories contains a dozen sparkling, surprising 
stories and looking critically at problems of our time. Emotional, funny and very quirky.

In their own way, the female figures in the stories all raise the question on how to overcome the patriarchal petri-
fication of the world. Regina Dürig uses extensive research to write fictionalised life stories about Alice Kober and 
Camille Claudel—finding things that are often forgotten in conventional biographies. She has a horseshoe crab 
and the legendary figure Melusine philosophise about extinction in a strange podcast; a woman delivers a salty 
monologue on self-determination; and much more. 

In Women and Stones, collision takes place on every level and there are no limits to the desire to tell stories. 
Regina Dürig is able to combine playful nonchalance with poetic elegance and thus creating stories both clever 
and rich in layered meanings.

»Regina Dürig’s collection of stories Women and Stones is about women in research, in the art world or as sex 
dolls on the internet: sometimes light, sometimes bizarre, always astute.« (Clara Gauthey, Bieler Tagblatt)

Women and Stones »is a grande and quirky tale of love, of questioning, of male-dominated structures. With many 
sentences to remember.« (Welt am Sonntag)

»Different female characters search for ways to overcome the fossilization of the patriarchal world. The author 
focuses on figures as diverse as the French sculptor and painter Camille Claudel and the legendary figure Melu-
sine.« (nau.ch)

The Swiss Arts Council Pro Helvetia awards grants for translations.

English Sample Translation available

Mischa Mangel
The Realisation. Novel
272 Seiten, February 2025

Rarely are life and death, happiness and sadness and philosophical profundity so closely intertwined as in 
Mischa Mangel’s novel The Realisation. It is a memoir by a narrator in his late 30s about the comings and 
goings of life. 

His radiant eyes seem almost to shine upon the reader when he recounts moments of happiness, returning to 
experiences from childhood, youth, and early adulthood—memories shaped by growing up, by sport, music, and 
literature.

Yet in these recollections the narrator does not shy away from the darker aspects of life: he reflects on the 
important people who have already passed away, on friendships that have broken off, on those who have vanis-
hed from his life, on death itself and on what happens to bodies once life has ended. Realisation is drawn from 
Buddhist practice: the repeated contemplation of impermanence, a means of living with deeper awareness.

»With poetic courage, Mischa Mangel confronts mortality without losing sight of life. Between the short, diffe-
rently voiced passages, he skilfully unfolds a tension that drives the narrative and lends urgency to existential 
questions.« (Esther Kinsky)

»The wandering of thoughts and reflections is embedded in a continuous stream that is capable of triggering a 
veritable reading frenzy.« (Marcus Neuert, literaturkritik.de)

»The novel is a precious gem. When I read Mischa Mangel‘s book, I sense that meditation can be a good way to 
live in the present, to feel what is here and now.« (Christoph Fleischmann, Publik-Forum)

© Alena Schmick
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Deniz Ohde
Thought Experiments on the Secret
48 pages, March 2025

»The secret speaks and says nothing about itself.« 

So it’s all the better that bestselling author Deniz Ohde takes on the secret as a thought experiment and goes in 
search of clues to the secret, the hidden, the concealed, the intangible. Because: »Every secret also raises the 
question of its revelation.«

Deniz Ohde thinks in many different directions: she moves from the personal and individual to the socio-political 
and institutional aspect, explores the mystical-religious sphere and finds a way to sound out the relationship 
between language and secrets. 

»Deniz Ohde searches for clues to the hidden, reflects astutely and broadly, lifts the veil, and provides food for 
thought.« (MDR Kultur)

»Why do we keep secrets, asks Deniz Ohde. She puts forward interesting theories and gives the reader food 
for thought. I really liked how she approached the topic from her personal experience and historical context. 
She builds huge bridges here and connects big topics with each other.« (Lesen mit Jonas)

Andreas Unterweger
Doorless House. Poems
128 pages, February 2025

Doorsless House is Andreas Unterweger’s first volume of poetry and the lines travel from Graz to distant lands, 
and no matter where they land, they have their home in language. Andreas Unterweger resolutely enters the 
rooms of the political, delves into intertextual dialogue with literary greats, writing about happy love and painfully 
unrequited or past love, parenthood and family, everyday snippets and observations of nature.

»Andreas Unterweger’s poems illuminate the pain of memory: poetry about love, loss and history – with melan-
choly, irony and strong images that aim straight for the heart.« (Björn Hayer, Deutschlandfunk Kultur Lesart)

»A highly recommended reading!« (Erwin Uhrmann, Die Presse)

»In this volume, Andreas Unterweger impressively manages the balancing act between melancholy and urgen-
cy, between the art of language and irony.« (Christoph Hartner, Kronen Zeitung)

© David Kranzelbinder

Karl-Markus Gauß
Thought Experiments on sociability
48 pages, October 2025

The genius essayist and award-winning author Karl-Markus Gauß shares his thoughts on sociability. What 
exactly is sociability and why is it important? When do sociable moments occur?

With whom do we share them—only with our closest friends, or also with strangers? And what distinguishes 
them from seemingly related concepts such as friendship and coziness? How has sociability been viewed his-
torically? From Schleiermacher to Simmel, from curious advice columns from 1940 to recent Danish exports, 
Karl-Markus Gauß takes a sharp, intelligent, and playful look at this wonderful concept that should be an integ-
ral part of everyone‘s life.

© Stefan Winkler


