


From their first meeting, Clara and Elias know that they are meant for 

each other. This changes everything: Elias can no longer suppress the 

fact that he is stuck in a false life with his girlfriend. And Clara realises

that it is time to give up her self-imposed solitude. But there is the age 

difference and her unresolved feelings of guilt following her husband's 

death. Elias, on the other hand, doesn't really know how to stand by 

anything in life, because as an actor he knows how to rescue himself 

from reality into the play again and again. The wild happiness of the 

first days is followed by the first test, and the two doubt and fight with 

and for each other. Can one, no longer quite young and laden with life 

experience, find and live love once again, or even for the first time? 

The answer is: Yes!

Is it possible to find love again – or for the first time – when you’re no 

longer young, and weighed down with heavy baggage? 

, born 

in Nürnberg in 1965, 

studied English and American 

literature and history. He is a 

teacher at a secondary school 

in Nürnberg. His novels and 

plays have received many 

awards. The author lives 

near Fürth with his family.

:
Host (Czech); 

Nieuw Amsterdam (Dutch);



Sally and Liss: two women who couldn’t be more different from each 
other. Just about to take her A-levels, Sally only wants to be left in 
peace. She is furious with everything and everyone, and she hates it all: 
suggestions, offers, rules, regulations, adults. What she hates most are 
questions, particularly about her appearance.

Liss works the farm among fields and vineyards all on her own. At 
their very first meeting Sally realizes that Liss is different from other 
adults; no secret studying, no rush judgements, no suspicious 
questioning. 

Liss offers Sally a bed for the night. One night at the farm turns into 
several weeks. 
For Sally the elder woman remains a mystery for a while. What kind of 
woman is she, never talking about herself, living on her own in the 
house where you can still feel the presence of others? The two women 
connect, not so much through conversation as through observations 
and most of all through working together on the farm, in the fields, the 
woods and the vineyard. And, slowly, they also get to know each 
others’ injuries. 

Atmosphere, images and the description of the landscape with its 
people sharpen the eye for the essential.
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It’s looking like 16-year-old Friedrich isn’t going to get moved up at 
the end of the school year. His only chance is to resit his exams – which 
means no holiday with his family, no summer. As if that wasn’t bad 
enough, his mum tells him he has to go and study with his grandfather. 
Friedrich is dismayed: he’s always thought his grandfather rather 
formal and reserved. His only comfort is Nana, his grandmother. And 
Beate, the girl in the bottle-green swimsuit he met at the swimming 
pool a few days before the start of the holidays. Despite all his 
forebodings, over the next few weeks he comes to see his grandfather 
in a new light, hears the story of how his grandparents met, and falls in 
love himself for the first time. A perfect summer – if it wasn’t for his 
best friend Johann, who comes across as cool and confident, but 
underneath it all is actually a very complicated person.
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Sarah and her sister Milena are just children when a tragic accident 

leaves them orphaned. The two girls find a new home with their their

somewhat eccentric but caring Aunt Amalia. Sarah blossoms in her 

aunt’s shabby mansion with its wild, flourishing garden. Long grown-

up Sarah stays with her aunt to learn the craft of book and map 

hunting. She finds she gets on better with old books than with people: 

Sarah often takes things literally and is not adept at reading people’s 

emotions. But then Amalia dies suddenly and Sarah’s world falls apart. 

When shortly afterwards British librarian Benjamin Woltworth arrives 

at the door enquiring after an old Roman map that Amalia had hoped 

to find for him, Sarah fobs him off – but Benjamin sticks to his guns. He 

suggests they embark on the search for the missing map together. 

Sarah hesitates, but ultimately agrees and promptly heads off with Ben 

in his old, ramshackle car. And so begins a journey that takes them to 

France and to England, into a world of books and maps, into Amalia’s 

past – a journey that might just change everything.

A thrilling, book-loving adventure, a warm-hearted story about grief, 

family and love, and how a map from the distant past can show you to 

the way in the present.
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August 1982: nineteen-year-old Anni Fehrmann lives in the small 

village of Bitterheide, where there’s little in the way of entertainment 

except for the nearby nightclub. But it’s the night of the end-of-school 

dance, she’ll soon be able leave all this behind her, and she and her 

best friend Vera are celebrating the beginning of a new life. But when 

the yearbooks are handed out, Anni freezes: under her photo in large 

text are the words ‘Our resident loony – will she have to finish school 

three times too?’ Anni has suffered from obsessive compulsive 

behaviour since the death of her twin sister in an accident. Everything 

she does, be it drinking coffee, eating a sandwich, or sleeping with a 

boy, she has to do it three times. But no one knew about this habit of 

hers, except Vera. Anni runs away from the dance, from Vera, from her 

hometown, and from her past.

Christian Richter is in his late twenties, working as an investment 

banker in Bremen. His whole life revolves around his job, going out, 

women, expensive clothes, flashy watches, and cocaine. But he 

increasingly feels swept up in the maelstrom of his stressful job and 

the excesses of his private life. One evening, he meets Anni at a 

nightclub. She is studying psychology and working in TV. Anni and 

Christian grow close; they’re good for each other. But they both sense 

dark chasms lurking in the other person. Will they manage to reveal 

their demons to one another and find a way to follow the same path?
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In a villa on the outskirts of Berlin, six people come together in an 

unusual flat share - for lack of money, for loneliness, in search of a 

quick solution. Gloria, who is almost sixty years old, cooks for

everyone - and she cooks excellently - only her grouchy husband

Herbert was against other people settling in their home from the start. 

First of all, chemistry professor Gregor with his daughter Alissa, who is

permanently in a bad mood. At least Alissa pulls herself together when

she goes to Herbert's antiquarian bookshop, which is on the ground

floor of the house. Then there's Jay, a student who resists living up to

his family's expectations and is eager to introduce Herbert to mail-

order internet sales.

Finally, Lou-Ann, called Lou, moves into the villa. In her mid-thirties, 

she should have arrived somewhere long ago, but instead everything

in her life is unplanned and unfinished. Perhaps that is why she is the

one who brings together all the figures circling around themselves. 

Something shifts. But then the fragile construct is put to the test ...



The book’s unnamed protagonist, who feels neither male nor female, is 
prompted by their grandmother’s slide into dementia to investigate 
their family history. The more their grandmother forgets, the more the 
narrator tries to remember: what was it in their childhood that 
prompted them to feel so alienated from their body? Does it have 
something to do with the family’s hushed-up history of incest? Why is 
their grandmother struggling to differentiate between herself and her 
sister who died young? And what happened to their youngest great 
aunt who disappeared when she was young? 

Tracking down answers to these questions proves difficult because the 
family has a habit of keeping quiet about such matters. At the heart of 
it all is the question of self-determination: how to exist when your own 
body is never a given, but is instead constantly having to be 
negotiated?

Singular in its style and form, Bloodbook deals with our intangible 
heritage, the things we carry without being asked: stories, genders, 
identities, trauma, languages, class affiliations. Kim de l’Horizon 
searches for other kinds of knowledge and traditions, other stories 
and ways of becoming: feminist, witchy, bought with blood, and those 
that leave a hole in their wake. De l’Horizon leaves the linear, 
monotonous form of family stories behind and opts for a fluid, 
streaming form of writing which softens instead of pinning down.
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Walter is a postman and pretty good at making himself unpopular. He 

is only just pushing 60 when he is finally disciplined with a transfer to 

the department of undeliverable letters: to the Christ-child brach of 

the post office. Letters to Santa, to the Christ-child, pleading letters to 

God — they all land on Walter’s desk. Of course, no one could be less 

suited to answering them. 

One day, a letter to God reaches him. It comes from ten-year-old Ben. 

He wants neither a mobile phone nor a Playstation, but only to know 

how to call a plumber. Walter answers vaguely and receives a second 

letter in which Ben folds up dear God quite nicely: Why doesn't he help 

him?

Walter begins a correspondence with Ben - as God, of course. He 

learns more and more about the boy's life, who runs the household for 

his depressive mother. More than anything, Ben wants a friend. 

Meanwhile, Christmas is approaching and Walter is busy with his own 

family drama: His relationships with his children are complicated, he's 

been divorced for a long time, and there's that heavy guilt from his 

past that just won't let him rest. Maybe Walter can help Ben - and Ben 

Walter?
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Hempel has no dreams. No, really. Unlike most people, he’s reasonably 
content and there’s nothing in particular that he’d wish for his life. So 
everything would be great if it weren’t for his girlfriend Elfie, who’s 
obsessed with her own dreams: “Don’t dream about what your life 
could be, live your dream,” is her motto, emblazoned on her living 
room wall in gold script. So Hempel invents his own dream for Elfie: 
running the New York marathon. But when Elfie enters him into the 
race and he is accepted, he’s got a problem.

Friederike has everything she could wish for: she’s a successful 
professor, she has a great husband and, at the age of forty, she’s just 
become a mother. Everyone around her thinks she must be on top of 
the world – but it’s quite the opposite, and she wishes she could 
disappear out of her life forever. 

One day, Hempel and Friederike are presented with precisely this 
opportunity: to disappear for a time and leave everything behind them 
– in a hotel that doesn’t host tourists but people who have lost their 
footing. They can stay as long as they like, take some time out, think 
their lives over until it all becomes clear. But when Hempel and 
Friederike meet Linda, who has an extreme fear of heights, and 
Valentin, the owner of the hotel, any notion of peace or care goes out 
the window...

‘Not Out Of  The World’ tells a story about the loneliness at the heart of 
people, about lies and unspoken truths, and about many different 
kinds of disappearing. Anne Köhler employs plenty of imagination and 
humour to expose the unfathomable and the absurd in the everyday 
and reveals people with deep-seated insecurity in our supposedly 
secure modern western world.
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Frieda, a freelance graphic designer, lives alone. She’s wanted a 

harmonious relationship for a good while now, but so far it’s never 

worked out. Now she’s in her mid-forties, her panic is clamouring ever 

louder. Books, yoga, afternoon tea — all her attempts to appear 

relaxed and believe in the power of fate are no use. Her best friend, 

Yvonne, is more pragmatic about the situation. Divorced with two kids, 

she promptly signs up to ‘HeartMatch’ and fights her way 

determinedly through even the most dreadful of dates. Frieda 

resolutely refuses to cavort there as well. She prefers thinking about 

taking in the cat that shows up on her balcony one day. 

“You’re definitely too young for a cat,” is Yvonne’s response to her 

plan. 

But faced with difficulties at work, a fierce row with Yvonne, and an 

embarrassing misunderstanding between her and her best friend, 

Frieda is on the verge of complete despair. If it weren't for the cat, who 

shows her the way back to life.
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Virginia Woolf is forty years old and has her later literary success 

ahead of her when she meets the writer Vita Sackville-West at a dinner 

in December 1922. After two suicide attempts and a long history of 

both physical and psychological ailments, she is living in the 

countryside, supported financially by her husband Leonard. 

The adventurous, aristocratic, and graceful Vita Sackville-West seems 

to be her polar opposite. At just thirty years of age, she is mother to 

two children and enjoys a happy, open marriage with her bisexual 

husband and has already seen literary success. Risqué rumours 

circulate about Vita’s affairs with women.

“Beloved Orlando” tells a stirring story of love, friendship and sexual 

liberation. Above all, it is the book for everyone who wants to better 

understand the life and work of these exceptional writers and icons of 

queer feminism.
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"Everyone seemed squeaky clean on the inside, only on the inside of us 
it looked like Hempel's under the sofa," kiosk owner Armin thinks to 
himself as he tries in vain to meditate successfully. And there is also 
disorder inside the other characters in these literary columns: Mrs. 
Wiese can no longer sleep, Mr. Pohl is permanently despondent, Lisa 
has her first lovesickness, Vadim's hands are trembling, Mrs. 
Schwerter urgently needs to relax, a sad patient has lost his flock and 
psychoanalyst Ulrich is messing with transience. 

Grief of all kinds plagues the people who manoeuvre through everyday 
life, sometimes better, sometimes worse. But sorrow also unites them, 
for example when problems are not solved on walks, but at least come 
out into the open and into the light. 

Clever, humorous and with a great sense of subtlety and absurdity, 
Mariana Leky portrays the situations of people who do not lack 
trustworthiness, but rather the courage to realise that, fortunately, one 
cannot permanently avoid life.  
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Selma, an elderly resident of the Westerwald, can foresee death –
someone in the village always dies the day after the okapi appears in 
her dreams. However, the dreams never reveal who is going to die. As 
you can imagine, the span of time between dream and death exists as a 
state of emergency for everybody in the village – and in her novel, 
Mariana Leky describes the fear of the local residents, what they 
blindly risk, admit, destroy, or bring into order. Yet that is not 
everything, by far. 

‘What You Can See From Here’ is the portrait of a village and its 
residents. But above all it is a novel about love in the state of absence, 
as the various “objects of desire” have a strong tendency to withdraw 
(or at least, to not respond in a manner acceptable to the other 
individuals involved). 
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The Słubice Jewish Cemetery is part of Frankfurt an der Oder, but lies 

within the borders of Poland. It is here where archaeologist Mi-Ra Kim 

embarks upon a survey and meets Polish cemetery keeper and ex-

Olympian Artur and Horatio Beeltz, a curious old man who not only 

knows everything about the area but astonishingly seems to know 

about Mi-Ra and Artur, two outsiders who are wrangling with their 

own pasts. Mi-Ra has only half-recovered from her traumatic 

childhood, and since the death of his young daughter, Artur has been 

living a mute existence in his near-silent marriage. Horatio Beeltz

reveals to them that he has discovered a tear in the fabric of time in the 

Słubice Cemetery, and suggests they try an experiment. He offers Mi-

Ra and Artur the opportunity to travel back into their own pasts to a 

certain point in their lives and try to make different, or right, choices. 

They must return to their old selves. Horatio uses magic mushrooms 

to place his ‘test subjects’ in a trance, and the time travel begins.

Mi-Ra and Artur must ultimately learn that it’s not always our obvious 

poor choices that plunge the world into chaos, and that changes in the 

past often simply lead to new trials and predicaments. In the end, we 

will discover how they heal their past traumas and, in doing so, shape 

the present, and whether they will be able to patch up the gap in time 

— and save the world.
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Paris in the early twentieth century: ambitious art student Eileen Gray

is training to be an interior designer, adeptly interpreting the formal 

language of art deco with lacquered objects. The commissions books at 

her gallery, which enjoys city-wide renown, are already filling up with 

the names of famous fashion designers and art collectors. Against the 

backdrop of the emerging women’s movement, Eileen makes the most 

of the freedoms of the time, becoming one of the first women drivers 

and travelling to distant countries alone. An affair with capricious 

singer Damia leads her to the legendary salon on the Left Bank, into 

the company of Natalie Barney and Gertrude Stein. Eileen comes to 

know Jean Badovci, a Romanian fifteen years younger than herself, and 

her life takes an abrupt turn around 1925. Badovci, an architectural 

critic and publisher of a specialist journal recognises Eileen’s 

extraordinary talent, giving her an insight into the construction 

industry, and introduces her to Le Corbusier and members of the 

Dutch group of artists, De Stijl. Eileen falls for Jean and they become a 

couple despite their vastly differing characters. Eileen decides to 

design a building. After an intense search along the southern French 

coast, Eileen purchases a patch of land near Monaco. In 1926, Eileen, 

an autodidact, begins to realise her plans for a villa, not suspecting that 

building her first house will see her go down in architectural history.
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Judith walks into the bathroom on Good Friday morning and discovers 

something she hadn’t expected: there’s a rat staring up at her from the 

toilet bowl. The next few days are no better, when her boyfriend tells 

her he’s leaving her out of the blue. Everything had been going 

swimmingly and then... not so much. Judith sits on the sofa as the 

father of her child picks up his bag, steps out of their flat and quietly 

shuts the door behind him. Suddenly, she’s a single parent.

The months that follow are not easy. The whole world seems to fall 

apart, more than once. But it hasn’t. She’s all out of sorts. No one 

usually has to see their ex the day after the break-up — unless they’re 

a parent, of course. The goal is to stop being a couple but continue 

parenting together. They need a new plan for the three of them, for 

their new patchwork family, and for Judith as a mother and a single 

woman.

In Picking Up the Pieces, Judith Poznan explains exactly how it works. 

She shares the sad and serious moments, but also the ridiculous and 

humorous following a turning point in her life. Earnest, warm, and 

funny.
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In early 2018, Andreas Schäfer’s father comes to visit him in Berlin. He 
has recently learned that the cancer he recovered from long ago has 
returned, but he has no complaints. He goes to the opera, takes a trip 
to the sea, sits on his son’s sofa and says, bewilderedly: “There’s 
something in my head!” But what is it? What is there in the father’s 
head? He goes back to Frankfurt, where he has lived alone since 
separating from his Greek mother decades ago. He also goes to the 
biopsy alone, seemingly determined not to give up his lone wolf-
lifestyle until the last possible moment. On the day of the examination, 
the Chief Neurosurgeon gets in touch and tells Schäfer that his father 
has suffered a brain haemorrhage: “Your father is going to die,” he 
says. “He is in an induced coma. You have to decide when to switch off 
the machine.”

How to cope when the life of one's own father being placed in one's 
hands? How to say goodbye when you are supposed to decide the 
timing yourself?

‘Die Schuhe meines Vaters’ is a book about fathers and sons and the 
unexpected ways of mourning that is as harrowing as it is heartfelt. 
Sincerely, poetically and sensitively, Andreas Schäfer tells of his own 
state of shock – but above all he approaches the father, the passionate 
traveller, the war traumatised, willed to be happy and lost at the same 
time, and their special, not always easy relationship.
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Nincshof is a small village on the border between Austria and Hungary. 

Three men from the village call themselves ‘Oblivists’ and want to 

escape their hectic world. As far as they’re concerned, Nincshof should 

be forgotten, just as the legends say it was centuries before. Freedom 

for Nincshof, is their motto, and this goal is worth every effort to them:

street signs are dismantled, pages are ripped out of records, gun club 

or fire brigade club festivals with other villages are ignored. To their 

great annoyance, a hare-brained act by the hitherto blameless Erna 

Rohdiebl might attract attention. The old woman absolutely has to be 

involved, especially since they are convinced that Erna has freedom in 

her blood. So she is just the right person for the movement. Despite 

not being entirely convinced by the men’s plans, Erna enlists in their 

subversive campaign, hoping to realise her dreams of experiencing 

adventure one more time, something that pulls her out of her daily 

routine. Everything seems to be going according to plan oblivion is 

within reach - if it weren't for the newcomers from town who are far 

too interested in Nincshof!
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Tilda’s days follow a strict schedule: the supermarket till, maths

homework, the swimming pool, cooking, looking after her 10-year-old 

sister Ida — and, on bad days, her mother too. The three of them live 

in the saddest house on Fröhlichstraße in a small town which Tilda 

loathes. After all, someone has to be there for Ida, someone has to earn

money, take responsibility. They have no father in their lives anymore

and their mother is a depressive alcoholic; she tries, but the situation

runs away from her more and more. Then Tilda is offered a PhD

position in Berlin, and her future flashes before her, promising 

freedom and possibility. But how can she leave Ida alone with their

mother? And when Viktor, Ivan’s older brother who Tilda used to be

friends with, appears, her life goes off the rails. Viktor has an 

unabashed grin and swims 22 lengths at the pool just like she does. 

Viktor is there for her when the situation at home spins out of control... 

22 Lengths is a raw, tender story about shitty conditions, the

devastation of family life, and finding happiness somewhere between

responsibility and freedom.
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Schilksee beach is an idyllic place. Telse Himmel imagined she’d be 

spending her new life lying around in deck chairs, watching the ships 

in the nearby Olympic yachting harbour, and taking an occasional dip 

in the Baltic Sea. After leaving behind her old life in Hamburg and 

moving into the neat summer house belonging to her old friend, 

wealthy widow Wanda Holle, Telse is looking forward to a bit of peace. 

But the tranquillity is interrupted when the body of a local school 

teacher is found on Schilksee beach in the middle of a shoal of washed 

up lion’s mane jellyfish. 

Wanda Holle, who knew the dead woman well, doesn’t believe the 

police’s theory — that it was an accident — for one moment. She 

decides to take the matter into her own hands and, with Telse’s help, 

she begins investigating the case off her own bat. The two women 

sound out their neighbours and local Detective Inspector Olaf Wuttke, 

mingling with the local community, infiltrating schools, sailing clubs 

and local events. But by the time they realise how much danger they’re 

putting themselves, it’s almost too late.
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February 2003: the world once again stands on the brink. It is the 
early days of the war on terror and the US is soon to invade Iraq. But 
German Foreign Intelligence agent Frank Jaromin just wants some 
peace and quiet. Newly returned from an operation in Bosnia, he 
wants to spend more time with his family – or what’s left of it. But he’s 
not allowed; he’s needed. A source in Baghdad claims the US is basing 
its declaration of war on false information and that there are no 
weapons of mass destruction in Iraq. ‘Curveball’, the spy whose 
statement has been used to legitimize the war, is alleged to be lying. So 
Jaromin is sent to Baghdad to secure proof that might still prevent war. 
But numerous political actors are hoping he fails in his mission, and 
soon Frank Jaromin is fighting for his life.

Five-time German Crime Fiction Award winner Oliver Bottini presents 
his new spy thriller masterpiece – and it’s politically explosive and 
totally gripping.

Spotlighting Germany’s controversial secret service involvement in the 

Iraq War of 2003, this novel is based on the real-life case of spy and 

BND source ‘Curveball’ . 
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Vienna 1871. It is autumn in the metropolis on the Danube, and the 

city has descended into mist. When brickwork baron Meinrad 

Auerbach, who has become entangled in a corruption scandal, falls out 

of a window, all the signs point to a suicide. Shortly afterwards, young 

nobelwoman Aurelia von Kolowitz is invited to one of the currently 

popular seances with the medium Madame Moreau. The host, Emilia 

Zobel, is the dead man’s sister, and is hoping to be able to make 

contact with her dead brother. He sends her a warning from the other 

side: Someone is going to kill you, Emilia. Aurelia doesn’t believe in 

ghosts and wants to find out who facilitated this macabre prank. But 

she’s not the only one who’s worried about Emilia. Also her father-in-

law, Leonard Zobel, is worried too, and uses his connections to the 

police, so that police agent Janek Pokorny soon enters the stage. But he 

has much more worldly problems: an organ grinder has been 

murdered. When a clue leads Janek to the home of Emilia’s dead 

brother Meinrad Auerbach, the circle seems to be closing in. Yet the 

fog of crime refuses to clear… 
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Vienna 1871: young aristocrat and secret caricaturist Aurelia von 
Kolowitz happens upon a murdered k.u.k officer – and the murder 
weapon – inside a hansom cab. There is a paring knife hanging out of 
the dead man’s vast belly. It seems like an open-and-shut case because 
the passenger had booked a ‘pleasure ride’ – a carriage ride during 
which a prostitute and her client are driven aimlessly through the city 
with the carriage curtains drawn – and there’s no sign of the woman. 
The file is handed to Janek Polorny, a young police agent from a family 
of Bohemian guestworkers, who is based in the smallest office at 
Petersplatz Police HQ. But Aurelia also starts investigating the case 
under her own steam. When she turns up in his office with the 
courtesan not long afterwards, the woman swears that the portly 
officer was still alive when she fled from the carriage following a 
skirmish. Their investigations lead Janek and the tenacious Aurelia 
from the lowlands of the Viennese demimonde into the heart of the 
imperial and royal army. But the army still has considerable power in 
the growing metropolis – and some important men would rather die 
than allow anyone to pry into their secret affairs ...

, born and raised 
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kindergarten teacher and in 
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Late summer 1929, the last summer of the Roaring Twenties. 
No one recognises the signs of the world economic crisis. Luxury and 
frivolity, jazz and cocaine still determine the rhythm of life - also on the 
ocean liner Champollion, which sets sail from Marseille for the Orient: 
Port Said, the Suez Canal, Yemen, Oman ... The illustrious passengers 
include a scandalous nude dancer from Berlin and a mysterious 
Roman lawyer, an aristocratic English lady and an only seemingly 
naive American engineer, a thug from the underworld - and Theodor 
Jung, traumatised war veteran and photo reporter for the Berliner 
Illustrierten, Europe's biggest magazine. 
He is to do a report on the trip. His wife Dora accompanies him. She 
comes from the Rosterg family of Hamburg merchants, who are also 
travelling to Muscat to trade in the fabulous spices of Arabia. Theodor 
hopes that the adventurous passage will rekindle the passion in their 
marriage. But Dora's domineering parents and her violent brother 
despise him, and Bertold Lüttgen, the company's scheming manager, 
has his own eye on his boss's daughter. 
When Dora disappears without a trace after a few days on the 
Champollion, the voyage becomes a nightmare for Theodor - because 
not only the Rosterg family, but also the other passengers and crew 
members claim never to have seen Dora on board.
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April in Provence: it’s warm, sunny and everything is green, but 

Capitaine Roger Blanc and his colleagues once again find themselves 

called to the scene of a murder. The victim, a man, is found in the 

shadow of the Sainte-Victoire mountain ridge, one of Provence’s most 

famous landmarks in the heart of a landscape immortalised by 

Cézanne. The dead man is Roland Dallest, a civil engineer who recently 

arrived in the South of France to investigate the statics of the local 

dam. But his twin brother, Christian, also lives in the area and is 

something of a celebrity; he is palaeontologist who has uncovered 

some of the world’s most spectacular relics of prehistoric animals over 

the course of his twenty-year career. This piques Blanc’s suspicions: 

could it have been a terrible case of mistaken identity? Did the 

murderer actually want to kill the famous scientist and get him mixed-

up with his twin brother who just happened to be there? Little by little, 

Blanc uncovers the dam’s secrets and plunges into the world of 

palaeontologists, who are caught in a ruthless battle for to uncover the 

best finds — and source the money required to fund their digs. And 

soon enough, the gendarmes in both investigations are stumbling 

upon more suspects than they would like.
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Germany, the 1970s. Katharina Berner comes from a well-off family of 

entrepreneurs – but she is different. The fact that Katharina, as a 

woman, chose to study law is something that neither her old patriarch 

of a father nor her mother and sisters have ever understood. But 

Katharina has got her degree, and now works at a big law firm in 

Cologne. She is not happy, however. Day to day, her male colleagues 

make her life hell, and she would love to be able to set up her own 

practice. But how, when nobody even wants to rent office space to her? 

Then a unique opportunity presents itself: young Rita Maiburg asks 

Katharina for help. Rita has a pilot’s licence, but for years her efforts to 

get a job have been in vain. Lufthansa has recently rejected her 

application, saying they do not employ female pilots. Rita has resolved 

not to stand for this injustice any longer. Katharina takes on the case, 

and the two women file a suit – against Lufthansa and the German 

government. Katharina finds an ally in her charming new landlord 

Theo, who supports her wherever he can. But will Katharina and Rita 

manage to overcome all the obstacles that stand in their way?
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After her seemingly well-ordered life unravels and her boyfriend 
throws her out of their shared flat, Alina flees the bustle of Frankfurt 
without a second thought and makes for the only place that comes to 
mind: the home of her estranged grandfather, in a sleepy village in 
Brandenburg.

The old man lives alone amidst forests and fields, in a house which is 
much too big and in need of renovation. He keeps chickens, tends to 
his garden, bakes bread, makes jam – and takes in his granddaughter 
without asking too many questions. Alina’s memories of summers 
spent with her grandparents are hazy and a little surreal; caught up in 
the stress of everyday life, those summers in the village haven’t 
crossed her mind for years. But now, in the heart of nature, where 
everything hums and rustles, surrounded by sounds and scents, the 
memories return. And before she knows it, she’s fallen in love not just 
with the house and its surrounding forests, but also with her childhood 
friend Elias. Yet there are some things that Alina must free herself 
from before she can build a new life.
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Self-confident Kerze is just still a child. She lives in a small village, 

surrounded by woods and fields, with merely 200 inhabitants. The 

older generation, to which her neighbour Hitschke belongs, builds the 

majority. Kerze defends her village against decline, she is firmly rooted 

here. One day Power, Hitschke’s dog, goes missing, and Kerze

promises to find him. A rousing, merciless search begins and ever 

more children are joining in. When finally all children disappear in the 

woods, the village community declares the state of emergency.

With remarkable eloquence, wit and tremendous empathy Verena 

Güntner tells the story of a radicalization and what it means when a 

community loses contact with their children. ‘Power’ leads us into the 

pain of those who are left behind, and shows with enormous force 

what it takes to persevere, to keep going and to find meaning in a 

world turned unstable. ‘Power’ is one of the most unusual books of the 

last years. A text that will grip and engage you.
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Berlin 1922: The Weimar Republic is heading for inflation, the fallout 
of the revolution has yet to really settle – and the enemies of 
democracy have long been waiting in the wings. 

Carl, the ditherer, Isi, the assertive one, and Artur, the enigma, have 
been in the city for a few years now. The three friends have faced all 
dangers and adventures together – but is the foe they face this time too 
much for them to handle?

Operation Consul, a group of right-wing conspirators, has it in for the 
trio, especially Isi, who reported them to the authorities. During an 
attack by the group, Isi loses her unborn child. She throws herself into 
feminist activism; she is no longer prepared to accept living in a world 
where men can commit such crimes against women. Carl stands by his 
girlfriend – and continues working at the UFA film company, where he 
witnesses the shift towards the ‘talkies’. Artur gets stuck into his plans 
for revenge, hoping to bring the plotters to justice at any cost. The 
conflict intensifies until Isi’s ex-husband, one of the plotters, is 
murdered and Isi is blamed and faces the death penalty.

The Labyrinth of Freedom will grab you and won’t let go. Taught, pacy, 
exciting, and extremely well-research.
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Seven very different people sit at the phones of the telephone 
counselling service. Rieke is studying theology and prepares for 
pastoral care in her night shifts. Wanda is a collection manager in a 
GDR museum and the only one who suspects early on that the majority 
of the callers will be poor, elderly and East German. No one but her is 
so well prepared for the yesterday that won't stop talking in the today. 
Not even Matthias, although he knows how present the past can be: 
His father let himself roll in front of a train on a Saturday afternoon 
long ago. For Matthias, life since then has been a puzzling task whose 
solution he hopes to find through the beautiful Emilia. The retired 
radio editor Niedlich, unhappy Marianne and the 80-year-old narrator 
von Schrey complete the group. 

All seven learn that listening, more than giving advice, can soothe the 
hopelessness of a sleepless night. They learn that their own life 
experience also becomes more worldly in the process. The 
conversations with a paedophile fleeing from his addiction, with a 
woman threatened with homelessness and many who can no longer 
sleep or feel tell of worlds they do not know but share in listening. 

The biographies of the listeners touch those of the invisible, who 
hardly anyone sees in a success-oriented society, not even on the 
street. A filigree web emerges that fishes lives as unspectacular as they 
are tragic out of the darkness of untold stories. Every situation has a 
story that you have to know in order to understand the whys and 
wherefores. Every moment has its biography, and every biography its 
riddles.
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, born in 1959, published the novels 'Lenas Liebe', 'Der Bibliothekar', 'Kaiserstraße', 

'Die Verdächtige', 'Wünsche', 'Dass man durch Belgien muss auf dem Weg zum Glück', 'Kein Sturm, 
nur Wetter', ‘Café der Unsichtbaren (2022) and the collection of stories ‘Die Autorenwitwe’. She has 
been awarded numerous literary prizes and including the Annette-von-Droste-Hülshoff-Preis (2012).
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May 1924: Zelda and F. Scott Fitzgerald decide to move to Europe for a 
year. By Scott’s side, Zelda – once the young rebel from Alabama – has 
become the glamorous life and soul of every party. The 24-year-old’s 
lust for life is irrepressible. But while they are living in the south of 
France, with Scott working on The Great Gatsby (the novel that will pay 
off their debts and bring him the international fame he craves), Zelda 
starts to get bored. She’s not the centre of high society here; not even 
her own husband is particularly interested in her. And for the first 
time in a long time, Zelda starts to think about her own artistic self-
fulfilment. Zelda, who loves Scott more than anything in the world, 
gradually realises that he is exploiting her literary talent for his own 
texts and hampering her own writing ambitions. Overwhelmed by her 
role as a young mother and disappointed in her marriage, Zelda 
throws herself into the ‘summer of a thousand parties’ – and begins a 
liaison with the pilot Edouard Jozan. This ménage-à-trois plunges the 
Fitzgeralds into a bitter marital crisis. At the same time, however, 
Zelda’s volatility fuels Scott’s creativity, and he openly draws on their 
life together as material for his century-defining novel about lost 
illusions and great love.
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When her boyfriend opens up to Judith about not wanting a second 
child, it's a shock. Isn't it clear that their son needs a sibling to develop 
well? Don't they need to be four to make a "real" family? Her 
boyfriend's decision plunges Judith into a life crisis.

But rescue is at hand: A friend tells her about a campsite in 
Brandenburg; a former open-cast gravel pit that was used as a 
vacation home by construction workers in the GDR, but is now an idyll 
with lots of greenery and a lake nearby. What could be better than this 
kind of happy place to save their son from a traumatic childhood after 
all? They have to go square! So Judith unceremoniously buys a 
caravan, and the camping site gets three new residents ... 

With a sense of comedy, full of feeling and also pain, Judith Poznan 
tells of a summer between relationship problems and colour buckets. 
She reflects on the fragile and at the same time demanding nature of 
family. Her worries and fears as a young mother are as much a subject 
as her desire to be a writer and the question of what her origins in pre-
and post-reunification East Berlin actually have to do with her often 
torn present.

‘Prima Aussicht’ is a smart and sincere book, as funny as it is heartfelt.
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was born into a German-Greek family in Hamburg in1969. He grew up in 

Frankfurt/Main and now lives in Berlin with his family, working as a writer and journalist. He has 
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Karosh Taha, one of the most powerful new voices in recent years, enters 

the stage of German-speaking contemporary literature. In an intoxicating, 

eloquent and sensual voice, but in turn unsparingly and directly, she tells of 

a life in limbo: lived between freedom and responsibility, memory and 

future, myth and reality. Description of a Crab Migration presents 

unforgettable characters for whom the reader longs for nothing less than 

their safe arrival at the end of a long journey.
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A mild summer evening at Lake Como: the scent of cypresses and 
oleanders hangs in the air; you’re enjoying a glass or two of vino with 
your risotto al formaggio. The high point of the evening is a 
performance by a troupe of puppeteers who are visiting the lake. 
Though the players are giving it their all, the play itself is more than a 
little curious: it’s about two men – one of them a monk – who are 
fighting over a peach. At the end, one of the men hacks the other’s head 
off. 

The next day, nearby, in the Abbey of Piona, a monk is found dead, 
clearly murdered: the holy man has had his head cut off. The murder 
weapon, an axe, lies half-hidden in the garden of the cloisters, beneath 
a peach tree. Why did the innocent monk have to die such a gruesome 
death? And what do the puppeteers have to do with it all?

Giulia Cesare and her friend Brutus follow the trail of clues under the 
watchful eyes of the local Comaschis, and their investigations lead 
them once again into Italy’s dark past. 
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is the pen name of the author Julia Bruns. She studied politics, sociology and 

psychology. After obtaining her PhD, she worked for many years as a speech writer and in PR. 



Piranha (French)

Książkowe Klimaty (Polish), Lebada Neagra (Rumanian)

(1965), received the German Crime Fiction Award (Deutscher Krimipreis) for his

novels ‘Mord im Zeichen des Zen‘, ‘Im Sommer der Mörder‘, ‘Ein paar Tage Licht‘ and for ‘Der Tod in 
den stillen Winkeln des Lebens‘. He was also awarded the Stuttgarter Krimipreis 2015, Preis der 
Heinrich Böll Stiftung Baden-Württemberg für den gesellschafts- politischen Kriminalroman 2018. 
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People’s Press  (Danish); Standaard Uitgeverij (Dutch); 

MacLehose Press (English World); Éditions de l’Aube (French); Alexandra -
Pecsi Direkt (Hungarian)

: Fraktura (Croatian); People’s Press  (Danish); MacLehose 

Press (English World); Éditions de l’Aube (French); Alexandra - Pecsi Direkt
(Hungarian)



: People’s Press (Danish); MacLehose Press (English World)

MacLehose Press (English World)

MacLehose Press (English World)

was born in 1965. Five of his novels, including  ‘Mord im Zeichen des Zen’ and ‘ Im

Sommer der Mörder’ of  his Louise Bonì series have been awarded the Deutscher Krimipreis, 
Germany’s most prestigious award for crime writing. ‘Mord im Zeichen des Zen’ was shortlisted for 
the 2018 CWA International Dagger.



A Dublin crime writer with German roots, writer’s block, and a love of 
whiskey stumbles upon a real-life murder case. He begins 
investigating, including in the environs of the local whiskey brewery, 
and unwittingly walks into a wasp’s nest. 

In the city of Oscar Wilde, James Joyce and Jonathan Swift, there’s 
suddenly a hunt for a cold-blooded murderer – and, naturally, the 
opportunity to sample the odd dram or two. Will our hero find his way 
through it all and back to writing? Is whiskey a definitively Irish drink? 
‘A Shot of Whiskey’ will reveal all.

With a twinkle in his eye and a wealth of knowledge, bestselling author 
Carsten Sebastian Henn trains his eye on Dublin, the city of drinking 
writers and writing drinkers, whiskey, a true gentleman’s drink, and a 
gripping crime case. Entertaining, highly amusing, and compelling.
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A murder in the South West of England, with the matching drink!

‘Der Gin des Lebens’ is a knowledgeable mystery novel about a highly prized 

alcoholic drink, perfectly mixed with characters that immediately endear 

themselves to the reader, with many twists, a delicate sense of humour and 

a lot of suspense.

A new culinary mystery novel by Carsten Sebastian Henn – with the trendy 
spirit rum at the centre

Ingredients: lovable characters, great Caribbean setting, exciting crime story 
and lots of interesting facts about rum

is a culinarian through and through. He owns a vineyard on the Moselle, 

keeps chickens and bees, studied viticulture, is a trained barista and one of Germany's most renowned 
restaurant critics. His novels and non-fiction books have a total print run of almost half a million 
copies.
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English (Arcadia Books);  French (Le Masque);

English (Arcadia Books);  French (Le Masque)

(1965) published after his Hamburg-Trilogy, the crime series with Inspector Roger 

Blanc set in Provence, as well as several stand alones which are regularly listed on the Bestseller list.
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World); Editura Lebăda Neagră (Romanian), Ed. Maeva (Spanish World)

Forlaget Mellemgaard (Danish); St. Martin’s Press (English 

World)





(1965) published apart from his Provence crime series with Inspector Roger Blanc a 

historical Crime-Trilogy set in immediate post-war Hamburg, as well as several stand alones. His titles 

are are regularly listed on the  Bestseller list.




