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Julia Franck

Worlds Apart
•

The long-awaited new book by one of our internationally
most successful writers
• Reviewed by New Books in German (Autumn 2021)
• English sample translation available
• More than one million copies sold of Die Mittagsfrau
for: Die Mittagsfrau (The Blindness of the Heart)
• Winner of the German Book Prize
• Nominated for the Independent Foreign Fiction Prize
• Nominated for the International IMPAC DUBLIN Literary Award
• Nominated for the Best International Book Award for Fiction

October 2021 · 368 pages

Rights sold to: NL (Wereldbibliotheek); Rights to previous titles sold (Die Mittagsfrau): USA (Grove) | UK (Harvill
Secker) | ALB (Skanderbeg) | ARM (Antares) | BG (Atlantis) | BY (Chursik) | CZ (Jota) | DK (Lindhardt) | E (Sotelo
Blanco) (Galician) | E (Grup Ed. 62) (Catalan) | E (Tusquets) | EST (Eesti Raamat) | F (Flammarion) | FIN (Avain) |
GE (Ibis) | GR (Katstaniotis) | HR (Fraktura) | HU (Geopen) | I (Lettere) | IL (Matar) | JP (Kawade) | KOR (Hakgojae)
| LT (Alma Littera) | MAZ (Ili-Ili) | NL (Wereldbibliotheek) | NOR (Cappelen Damm) | PL (WAB) | PRC (Business)
(compl. chinese) | PRC (People's Literature) (simple chinese) | PT (Nova Fronteira) | RO (Humanitas) | SE (Bonniers)
| SLO (Modrijan) | SRB (Samizdat B 92) | TR (Alef) | UAE (NCT) | VN (Viet Nam Women's)

© Mathias Bothor / photoselection

How can a writer make love and death into a story?

Julia Franck, born in Berlin in 1970,
studied Pre-Columbian studies, philosophy and German literature. She has
published numerous books since 1997,
including Liebediener (1999) and Bauchlandung (2000). She was a resident at
the Villa Massimo in Rome in 2005. Her
novel Die Mittagsfrau won the German
Book Prize in 2007 and has been translated into forty languages. Her most
recent book Rücken an Rücken (2011,
Back to Back) was nominated for the
Independent Foreign Fiction Prize.
Lagerfeuer was adapted for the cinema.

S. FISCHER

Born in East Berlin, Julia is eight when her mother takes her and her
sisters to the West, first to the Marienfelde refugee camp and then to
rural Schleswig-Holstein. Life in their chaotic farmhouse becomes
impossible for her and she moves out to West Berlin, aged thirteen.
Living on benefits and cleaning jobs, she finds her father and loses
him shortly afterwards, finishes school and meets Stephan, the first
love of her life. When she thinks back, the past becomes the present.
Worlds Apart is Julia Franck’s moving story of an unconventional
young life riddled with fractures and insecurities; a painfully beautiful
work of self-assertion that tells of shame and grief just as precisely as
of death and love. Writing and literature prove to be instruments of
survival, for the time being.
“A powerful and moving book.” Daily Telegraph on Back to Back
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Ferdinand Schmalz

My Favourite Animal Is Called
Winter
•
•
•
•
•

Winner of the Ingeborg Bachmann Prize
Nominated for the German Book Prize 2021
Nominated for the Austrian Book Prize 2021
Ferdinand Schmalz is a celebrated playwright who has had
world premieres in Vienna, Zürich and Berlin
English sample translation available

July 2021 · 192 pages

© Apollonia T. Bitzan

The debut novel of the Bachmann Prize recipient Ferdinand
Schmalz

Ferdinand Schmalz received the Retzhof Drama Prize already for his first
play am beispiel der butter in 2013 and
was chosen as Young Playwright of the
Year. His most recent play, jedermann
(stirbt), premiered at the Burgtheater
and received the Nestroy Theatre Prize.
In 2017, he participated in the Festival of
German-speaking Literature and won
the Ingeborg Bachmann Prize with an
extract from My Favourite Animal is
Called Winter. He lives in Vienna.

S. FISCHER

The Viennese frozen food supplier Franz Schlicht is to fulfill a
macabre wish. His client Dr. Schauer has resolved to lie down in a
deep freezer to die. He tasks Franz Schlicht with transporting his
frozen body to a glade. At the agreed time, however, the freezer is
empty, and Schlicht embarks on a highly unusual search for the
corpse during which he meets the crime scene cleaner Schimmelteufel, an engineer, who has walled himself in, and a ministerial
official who collects Nazi Christmas decorations. In 'My Favourite
Animal Is Winter', Ferdinand Schmalz takes us on an precipitous tour
through Austrian society, which is whimsical, intelligent and full of
wit.
'Schmalz not only has a good feel for the alleged fringe places and characters, but also for the spaces that contain the secrets.' Sandra Kegel
A virtuosic novel that sounds like a song. ― Der Spiegel
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Antje Rávik Strubel

Blue Woman
•
•
•
•

Shortlisted for the German Book Prize 2021
Preis der Literaturhäuser 2019
Translator of works by Joan Didion, Lucia Berlin and Virginia Woolf
English sample translation available soon

August 2021 · 432 pages

© Philipp von der Heydt

Do we have the right to remain silent?

Antje Rávik Strubel has published
several novels. Kältere Schichten der Luft
(2007) was nominated for the Leipzig
Book Fair Prize, Sturz der Tage in die
Nacht (2011) was long-listed for the German Book Prize. Strubel was selected as
the first Writer in Residence at the
Helsinki Collegium for Advanced Studies. In 2019, she was awarded the Preis
der Literaturhäuser. Her last publication
was the episodic novel In den Wäldern
des menschlichen Herzens, published in
2016. Her work has been translated to
the Czech, Portuguese and Lithuanian.
She lives in Potsdam.

S. FISCHER

Adina was the last teenager to grew up in her village in the Czech
Giant Mountains, and already as a child, longed to get away. While
attending a language course in Berlin, she meets a photographer
called Rickie, who gets her an internship in an up-and-coming arts
and leisure centre in the Uckermark. Rendered invisible by a sexual
assault which no one takes seriously, Adina gets stranded in Helsinki
after wandering around aimlessly. In the hotel in which she is working illegally, she meets the Estonian Professor Leonides, a Member of
the European Parliament, who falls in love with her. While he campaigns for human rights, Adina searches for a way out of her inner
exile.
Antje Rávik Strubel's novel 'Blue Woman', tells in a stirring way of the
unequal premises of love, Europe's abysses and how we normalise the
monstrous.

'A little work of wonder in contemporary prose literature (...) masterly.'
Fritz J. Raddatz, Die Welt
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Felicitas Hoppe

The Nibelungen
•
•

Nominated for the German Book Prize 2021
Over 30,000 copies of her novel Hoppe sold

•
•
•

Aspekte Prize for Literature
Bremen Prize for Literature
Georg Büchner Prize

September 2021 · 256 pages

© Ekko von Schwichow

‘Every German knows that story.’ Christoph Waltz in Tarantino’s
Django Unchained
The material cannot be beaten: a blood bath, a beautiful woman, gold
and a murder, which is cruelly avenged. This is The Song of the
Nibelungen, the saga of Siegfried, the radiant one, his sullen adversary
Hagen and the beautiful Kriemhild.

Felicitas Hoppe, born in 1960, lives in
Berlin. Since 2006, she has published a
number of books, including Johanna
(2006), Iwein Löwenritter (2008), the
novel Sieben Schätze and the story collection Der beste Platz der Welt (2009),
the novel Hoppe (2012) and, most
recently, Prawda. Eine amerikanische
Reise (2018).

But is it the true story of these European heroes, which starts in Iceland or Norway, plays out along the Rhine, and is told all the way
down to the Danube, and finally flows into the Black Sea? No one
actually knows how it really was, says Hoppe, who invents the truth:
bright and fast, poetic and political, as not even Tarantino can.
Hoppe's Die Nibelungen is the first pan-European heroic epic of the
present day.

She has received numerous awards for
her work, including the Aspekte Prize for
Literature, the Bremen Prize for Literature, the Georg Büchner Prize and, most
recently, the Grand Prize of the German
Literature Fund and the Kassel Literary
Prize for Grotesque Humour. Her work
has been translated in almost 20 languages.

S. FISCHER
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Ilse Aichinger, Andreas Dittrich (Hg.)

A Summons to Scepticism.
Miscellaneous Publications
1946–2005
Treasures from the Manuscript Collection: The Largely Unknown
Publications of Ilse Aichinger in one volume
Lighthearted and despairing, angry and tender at the same time - Ilse
Aichinger's writing moves between such poles from the outset. 'Summons
to Scepticism' brings together over 100 of her texts that appeared in various anthologies, magazines and daily newspapers between 1946 and 2005.
The publications, which did not feature in any of her books during her
September 2021 · 320 pages
lifetime, reveal an author trying out quite different forms of debate from
the essay to the poem, from the review to the dialogue, and whose overarching theme for decades was scepticism: mistrust of the world, language and above all oneself. In the process, the reader discovers an astonishingly political author, caring towards people, and always taking the side of the underdog, the 'victor in
the shadows'.

Thomas Wild

Continuously Talking to No One.
Reading Ilse Aichinger
'Places are Points of Departure': Thomas Wild's great essay invites us
to discover Ilse Aichinger anew
'Doesn't everything have to be discovered again and again in order to continue to exist?', Ilse Aichinger wrote in 1949 in her early text 'Reise nach
England'. Her twin sister had escaped the Nazis through the Kindertransport to England, and Ilse Aichinger had survived in Vienna. This historical
moment left its mark on Aichinger's entire work: chance survival after
mass murder, the journey across the sea to her beloved sister and Dover,
September 2021 · 368 pages
which lies 'tenaciously and on the very edge' of the English coast.
Thomas Wild has not written a biography. What he does instead is much
simpler and more beautiful - he reads. He reads the famous texts sensitively and accurately, he reads
unknown archival materials, and he reads the moving correspondence the author conducted with her sister.
What emerges is a surprisingly up-to-date poetics of multilingualism and the ethics of hospitality. Just as
Ilse Aichinger travels to England, her texts, too, repeatedly cross borders, along the edges, and, beyond this,
let foreign words in.

S. FISCHER
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Marlene Streeruwitz

Gender. Number. Case. Lectures
of 2021.
In her novels such as Flammenwand. and in her Covid-19 novel, Marlene
Streeruwitz demonstrates in masterly fashion how inner worlds can be
accessed, how feelings can be made visible. Literature as a represention of
emotions has a long history, with which Marlene Streeruwitz engages
critically while questioning its contemporary relevance. What does literature mean in the times of Trump, lockdown and a pandemic? What role
does language and power play? 'I aim to find out on which sentences and word
fragments a fate hinges.'
Through her lectures on poetics delivered in Frankfurt and Tübingen, and
elsewhere, Marlene Streeruwitz set standards. And in Koblenz in spring
2021, she opened the recently established Joseph Breitbach lectureship on
poetics, the lectures of which are collected in this volume.

October 2021 · 144 pages

Marlene Streeruwitz is 'an extraordinarily important and politically prominent voice.' (Quoted from Preis der
Literaturhäuser)

Ingo Schulze

The American Who First
Discovered Columbus ... Essays
Ingo Schulze is an artful storyteller and an engaged political writer. In his
stories and novels, from 33 Augenblicke des Glücks to Die rechtschaffenen
Mörder, he writes in a masterly way about social developments. Literature
and art can alter perspectives, counteract isolation and work against the
lame 'more of the same'. On various occasions, Ingo Schulze reflects on
the joyous as well as the problematic experiences of 1989/90, which shape
our world to this day. He illuminates the consequences of increasing
polarisation and radicalisation in all areas of life. And he insists on the
precedence of the common good and a just global public policy. This volume brings together central texts by this critical and self-critical thinker.
'Criticism requires locating your own blind spots.'

S. FISCHER

January 2022 · 320 pages
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Thomas Mann, Heinrich Detering
(Hg.), Maren Ermisch (Hg.)

The Chosen One. Text
and commentary in a box
set
The final volume of the literary works in the Definitive Frankfurt Edition with Commentary
Thomas Mann's novel Der Erwählte (The Chosen One):
Text and commentary in a box set
Der Erwählte is Thomas Mann's masterly retelling of the
medieval legend of Gregory. Found guilty of double
November 2021 · 864 pages
incest, his only way out is through penance: he spends 17
years chained to a stone in a lake until he is finally freed and elevated to the position of Pope in Rome.
The book of commentary by Heinrich Detering and Maren Ermisch presents the extensive genesis of the
novel, which appeared in 1951, as well as Thomas Mann's studies of the medieval sources and the book's controversial reception. With its translations, glossary, bibliography and historical information, the commentary offers an ideal foundation for a deeper understanding of the novel.

Günter de Bruyn

The New Undine. Illustrated
Edition
One of the most beautiful fairy tales of the Romantic era – retold by
Günter de Bruyn and presented as an illustrated gift edition
Undine longs to love and to be loved. Her wish is granted. But can you
rely on love? Like mermaids and nymphs, Undine belongs to the numerous water spirits in world literature. She became famous through
Friedrich de la Motte Fouqué's fairy tale with the same name, which was
written in 1811. Günter de Bruyn, a great authority on German Romanticism retells the fairy tale and concentrates in his clear, masterly prose on
October 2021 · 160 pages
the essential element of the classical material, recently successfully turned
into a film by director Christian Petzold: the moving story of love, fidelity
and betrayal. This was the last text Günter de Bruyn completed. The original fairy tale by Friedrich de la
Motte Fouqué is included in the appendix.

S. FISCHER
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Sharon Dodua Otoo

Ada's Realm
•

NBG review (Spring 2021) available

The long-awaited first novel from Ingeborg Bachmann Prize-winning author Sharon Dodua Otoo
Sharon Dodua Otoo’s courage and passion for narration and her curiosity
for understanding the present day are breathtaking. Everything in her
world hangs by a silken thread: threatening to fall at any moment, floating
in wondrous suspense.
So, too, with Ada, the protagonist of Otoo’s first novel. Ada is not one, but
many women: She revolves in orbits between Ghana and London before
February 2021 · 320 pages
eventually landing in Berlin. But she is also all women — because these
loops transport her from one century to the next. And so, she experiences the misery but also the joy of
womanhood: she is a victim, she offers resistance, and she fights for her independence.
With vivid language and infinite imagination — with empathy and humor — Sharon Dodua Otoo’s novel
Ada’s Realm paints an astonishing picture of what it means to be a woman.

Judith Hermann

Home
•
•
•

NBG review (Autumn 2021) available
Shortlisted for the Prize of the Leipzig Book Fair 2021
100.000 copies sold

Judith Hermann tells the story of a departure: an old world is lost
and a new one comes about.
Her daughter is a traveller, on the road far away. In little letters to her exhusband, she tells him how she’s doing in her new life by the sea, in the
north. She sets up house, forges cautious friendships, tries love for size,
wonders whether she might feel at home here or ought to move on. Judith
April 2021 · 192 pages
Hermann tells the story of a woman who leaves a great deal behind her,
builds resilience and becomes another person in the intense landscape of
the coast. She tells a story of remembering. And a story of a moment in which life splits in two, an old world
is lost and a new one comes about.
In this new novel, Judith Hermann admirably recreates the ‘dancing, feather-light and yet melancholy
tone’ (Uwe Wittstock) that makes her work so unique.

S. FISCHER
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Florian Illies

Love in a Time of Hate
•
•
•
•
•

Stylistically brilliant and meticulously researched, this is a
sweeping cultural history by the author who has shaped
the genre like no other
Love in a Time of Hate explores the Roaring Twenties and
the 1930s not through the prism of politics but as a history of love and emotions
It describes authors and their muses, artists and their
lovers, emancipated actresses and worried spouses, sham
marriages and desperate escapes, ménages à trois and
every possible form of love
Florian Illies’ first masterpiece, 1913, sold over one million
copies worldwide
Sample translation available

October 2021 · 432 pages

Rights sold to: UK (Profile) | CZ (Host) | F (Flammarion) | I (Marsilio) | BR (Companhia das Letras) | NL (Atlas
Contact) | RUS (Ad Marginem) | ES (Salamandra) | KR (Munhakdongne) | RO (Polirom)

© Mathias Bothor

A spectacular new account of the 1930s through the eyes of the
greatest lovers of the time

Florian Illies brings periods from the
past to life with elegance and dexterity,
making surprising connections between
protagonists, and forging scenes and
snapshots into sweeping panoramas.
His international hit 1913. The Year
Before the Storm established a new genre
and topped the SPIEGEL's German
bestseller list for months. Illies was
born in 1971 and studied art history in
Bonn and Oxford. He was culture editor
of the Frankfurter Allgemeine Sonntagszeitung and Die Zeit, a publisher with
Rowohlt, head of the Grisebach auction
house and also founded the art magazine Monopol. He lives in Berlin.

S. FISCHER

While Jean-Paul Sartre and Simone de Beauvoir eat cheesecake at the
Kranzler Eck café in Berlin, Henry Miller and Anaïs Nin enjoy wild
nights in Paris, and F. Scott Fitzgerald and Ernest Hemingway throw
themselves headlong into passionate affairs in New York. Bertolt
Brecht and Helene Weigel flee into exile, and so do Thomas and Katia
Mann. All of this happens as the Nazis are seizing power in Germany,
burning books and ramping up their persecution of the Jews.
In 1933 the Roaring Twenties come to a screeching halt. Florian Illies
takes us back to an age of unprecedented political disaster and portrays some of the greatest lovers in recent history. In Berlin, Paris and
Ticino and on the French Riviera, the great heroes of the age do all
they can to ward off the impending collapse of culture itself. Love in a
Time of Hate is an enthralling journey into the past that reads like a
commentary on our own uncertain times.
“Please read this book. It is utterly captivating. I learned so many
things about love, art and horror.” Ferdinand von Schirach
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Bill Hansson

Smelling to Survive. Amazing
stories from the world of the
sense of smell
•
•
•

The Director of the Max Planck Institute for Chemical Ecology opens the doors of his lab
Sense of smell around the world – from Christmas Island
to the forests of Ontario
Full English translation available
October 2021 · 400 pages

© Anna Schroll

Do hammerhead sharks smell in stereo? What do babies smell
of? And can dogs sniff out the past?

The neuroethologist Bill Hansson, who
was born in Sweden in 1959, served as
Vice President of the Max Planck Society, and currently directs the Max Planck
Institute for Chemical Ecology in Jena
and is an honorary professor at the
Friedrich Schiller University. His
research centres on the question of how
plants and insects communicate
through scent. In Die Nase vorn
(Smelling to Survive) he shares his personal adventures during research trips
throughout the world and recounts
amazing stories about moths‘ highly
sensitive noses, sweaty Neanderthals,
and the hole in the ozone layer.

S. FISCHER

Bill Hansson, Director of the Max Planck Institute for Chemical Ecology, recounts amazing stories from the world of olfactory research:
from the tobacco plant that excretes an alarm odour, to mosquitos
that cherish the smell of sweaty feet, to lilies that imitate the fragrance
of horse manure.
Hansson explains why scientists are interested in the smell that surrounds teenage males, and how climate change affects the smell of
our environment. He describes research trips to Christmas Island,
where crabs with particularly keen noses crack coconuts on the
beach, and outlines studies that reveal that penguins recognise their
partner by their scent. A journey into the most colourful noses from
the animal, plant and human world.
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Hanns-Christian Gunga

Extreme – What Our Bodies
Are Capable Of
•
•

From parabolic flight to the International Space Station
(ISS) – the global expert on our bodies under extreme
conditions
Professor of Space Medicine and Extreme Environments at
the Charité in Berlin

September 2021 · 352 pages

© Die Hoffotografen

Bodies under extreme conditions

Hanns-Christian Gunga, born in 1954,
is a geologist-paleontologist and consultant physiologist as well as Professor
of Space Medicine and Extreme Environments at the Charité in Berlin. He
has led studies in Ghanaian gold mines,
on the high plains of Chile and on the
ISS space station. In his new book, he
writes of the adventures, the surprising
findings and the new questions which
have emerged on these occasions – a
journey into the human body under
extreme conditions.

S. FISCHER

Space physician and physiologist Hanns-Christian Gunga observes
the human body under physical and psychic extreme stress – and
explains why science is a long way off revealing all of its secrets: what
effect does isolation have on our body? What does working underground, months of weightlessness or thirst do to us? And how is it
possible that body temperature, blood pressure and pulse rate only
vary minimally under such extreme conditions?
A journey into unknown depths, dizzying heights and deep within the
human inner ear.

14

NON-FICTION || PHILOSOPHY

Peter Trawny

Crisis of Truth
•

People are creatures of truth; they live in crisis

September 2021 · 256 pages

© privat

The red-hot topic fake news from a philosophical perspective
What is true and what is false? From a philosophical perspective,
Peter Trawny explains the current crisis of truth.

Peter Trawny, born in 1964, studied
philosophy in Bochum and then completed a PhD on Martin Heidegger at
the University of Wuppertal. After qualifying as a university professor, he
taught at a number of universities in
Germany and abroad, and in 2012,
established the Martin Heidegger Institute at the Bergische Universität in
Wuppertal, which he directs. Alongside
various publications on Heidegger,
Peter Trawny has written books on subjects such as intimacy, pop music, being
German, and revolution, among other
things.

S. FISCHER

There is an enormous battle surrounding truth nowadays: fake news,
alternative facts, conspiracy theories, the mendacious press, the Great
Reset, the falsification of history and post-truth era – the situation is
confusing. Is a dangerous attack against reality taking place, a truth
crisis?
Peter Trawny says 'No!' What we're experiencing today is nothing different from what truth has always been – a crisis. For what is a crisis?
A life-or-death decision. And precisely that is what the truth is: a
power that determines many aspects of our lives. Trawny consequently reflects on the role of truth in the media, politics, public life,
art and gender. For we cannot do without truth – we are creatures of
truth at our core, our lives stand and fall in the light and the shadows
of truth. It determines what we think and who we are.

'Trawny writes accessibly, straightforwardly and yet with great depth.'
Swiss Radio and TV
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Ralf Konersmann

World without Measure
•

This new book by Ralf Konersmann follows his highly
regarded book Die Unruhe der Welt

'In the world of measure, everything is in its proper place.'
Ralf Konersmann

August 2021 · 320 pages

© Paula Markert

The great history of measure and self-indulgence
Ralf Konersmann, a cultural philosopher, demonstrates that throughout European history, measure and measurement, ethics and technology, morality and knowledge have been two sides of one and the same
coin. It was necessary to be measured not simply here and there –
with regard to facts and morals.
Ralf Konersmann, born in 1955, is a
professor of philosophy and a journalist. Until March 2021, he directed the
philosophy department at the Christian
Albrecht University in Kiel. He is on the
editorial board of several philosophical
journals, and was a founding member of
the Hamburg Academy of Science as
well as co-editor of the Historisches
Wörterbuch der Philosophie. His most
recent publications with S.Fischer
include the successful Die Unruhe der
Welt (2015) and the Wörterbuch der
Unruhe (2017), for which he received the
Tractatus Essay Prize from the Philosophicum Lech.

S. FISCHER

Konersmann recounts the great intellectual history of measure: how
the reciprocal relationship of measure and measuring was conceived
and concolidated, the conditions under which it nevertheless fell
apart, and the consequences of this separation of previoulsy connected concepts. Konersmann puts the current omnipresent advance
of measuring, counting and calculating into a genealogical perspective, enabling us to really understand it for the first time – and to better understand the current situation.

'Konersmann is able to make unexpected connections sensationally
well and points up new ways of reading well-known stories.' Spiegel
Online
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Valentin Groebner

Is that me?. A Short History of
Self-Disclosure
•

An intellectually enjoyable read about the new compulsion
of self-revelation: whether on YouTube, in feedback sessions or via tattoos

November 2021 · 192 pages

© Franca Pedrazzetti

The seductive compulsion of always having to reveal oneself
Where does the new compulsion of revealing yourself come from?
With a great deal of humour, self-irony and clever observation,
Valentin Groebner tells his short history of self-disclosure.

Valentin Groebner, born in Vienna in
1962, is a Professor of Medieval and
Renaissance History at Lucerne University. He was a fellow at the Berlin Wissenschaftskolleg as well as at the European University in Florence and guest
professor at the École des Hautes
Études en Sciences Sociales in Paris. He
has written a number of books on cultural and intellectual history, and since
2017, has been a member of the German
Academy for Language and Poetry. S.
Fischer has published his monographs
Ich-Plakate. Eine Geschichte des Gesichts
als Aufmerksamkeitsmaschine and
Retroland. Geschichtstourismus und die
Sehnsucht nach dem Authentischen.

S. FISCHER

Whether in a job interview or through Instagram, during team building activities or in a dating profile, it's impossible to get by today
without disclosing yourself. It is alluring as well as an obligation, represents personal advertising and the promise of intensity and salvation, in the treadmills of the digital media as well as in political
debates about collective belonging.
But how much of it is actually forced on us, and how much do we, in
fact, want it? How does the excessive use of I and we serve us?
Valentin Groebner looks for answers to these questions in everyday
life. He reveals what historical evocations of Heimat have in common
with free-spirited tattoos, and what unites the handling of old family
photos and demonstrative rituals of happy coupledom (Cue: love
locks on bridge railings). But is public intimacy really a guarantee of
success – or a trap?

'One of the coolest historians of this time.' litera.taz
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Gesine Schwan

Europe Is Failing. A Humane
Refugee Policy Can be
Achieved
•

Topical subject

August 2021 · 144 pages

© HC Plambeck

A constructive asylum and refugee policy can by achieved in
Europe

For decades, Gesine Schwan has intervened in politics with her heart and
mind. She is the Chairperson of the
SPD's Core Value Committee and was a
Professor of Politics at the Free University in Berlin and President of the European University in Frankfurt/Oder. On
two occasions, she stood for the office
of Federal President and is the current
President and co-founder of the HUMBOLDT-VIADRINA Governance Platform GmbH.

S. FISCHER

In a passionate polemic, Gesine Schwan turns her attention to
Europe's failure: the current refugee policy in practice is a disgrace.
Europe is walling itself in. On its borders, refugees are left stranded.
Very few make it in, and many die along the way. But the states simply
look the other way, and blame each other. Fear of xenophobia or populist politics are often the reasons. For a continent that once stood for
enlightenment and human rights, this is a shameful state of affairs.
But it doesn't have to be like this. There is another way! Gesine
Schwan outlines what needs to be done. She makes concrete suggestions for a European refugee policy which includes local authorities
and counter current fears and arguments. Because dealing with
refugees is not a peripheral issue within the EU. It reflects the values
that Europe stands for.
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Harald Welzer

Obituary to Myself. The
Culture of Desisting
•
•

Over 500,000 books by Harald Welzer sold
One of Germany's most thought provoking intellectuals

October 2021 · 288 pages

© Debora Mittelstaedt

Why do we and society find it so difficult to so desist?
Bestselling author Harald Welzer maintains that our culture has no
concept of desisting. For this reason, we build motorways and airports for futures in which there will no longer be cars or planes. And
we attempt to solve our future problems through optimisation, even
though optimised wrong is still wrong. In this way, we miss many
opportunities to make life better by cutting out and stopping. This
culture has made death a private affair in the same way that it obstinately ignores the finiteness of the earth.
Harald Welzer is one of Germany’s
most thought-provoking intellectuals.
With humour and wit he attempts to
bring about a better, more open society
to ensure sustainability and democracy.
He directs the “Futurzwei“ (“Futuretwo“)
Foundation for Sustainability and is
Professor of Transformative Design at
the University of Flensburg. He also
teaches at St. Gallen University and at
the ETH in Zurich. Fischer Verlag has
published, among other things, Selbst
denken (2013), Die smarte Diktatur. Ein
Angriff auf unsere Freiheit (2016) and
Alles könnte anders sein. Eine Gesellschaftsutopie für freie Menschen (2019). His
books have been published in 21 countries.

S. FISCHER

Harald Welzer shows through a fascinating montage of scientific evidence, psychological insights and personal stories how a way out of
the absurdities of such social development can be found. We need to
write an obituary to ourselves in good time, so we know how we
would have liked to have lived.
'One of the most influential intellectuals in Germany.' Der Tagesspiegel
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Thorsten Padberg

The Depression Trap. How We
Declare People Ill Instead of
Helping Them
•
•

With over 15 years of experience as a therapist, Padberg
knows what depression is and how it can be treated.
A book that emboldens all affected by this condition

© Caroline Pitzke

October 2021 · 272 pages

Thorsten Padberg (b. 1969) has worked
for more than 15 years as a behavioural
therapist in Berlin and lectures in
behavioural therapy at the Psychological University in Berlin. He is well
known through his podcast 'Therapieland' in Deutschlandfunk Kultur,
which was voted one of the best podcasts in 2019 by Zeit Online, Bavarian
Radio and Deezer. In 2020, 'Therapieland' was awarded the German Social
Prize and the Media Prize of the German Society for Psychiatry and Psychotherapy, Psychosomatics and Neurology (DGPPN). Thorsten Padberg has
also published articles in Zeit-Magazin,
Psychologie Heute and the Psychoptherapeutenjournal.

S. FISCHER

There are ways out of depression – without medication. The experienced psychotherapist Thorsten Padberg presents an empathetic case
for why antidepressants aren't the solution and for what alternatives
exist. Because for a long time something has been wrong with how
society deals with suffering. Anyone who grieves for more than two
weeks might be considered as being depressed. But isn't grief an
appropriate reaction to the loss of a loved one? Does it really have to
be treated with medication and years of therapy?
In conversation with experts and on the basis of a number of studies,
Thorsten Padberg shows that psychotropic drugs have mostly no
more of an effect than placebos. Depression has no perceptible bodily
causes, neither hormones nor genes, nor the brain.
The causes lie mostly in the life of the person affected with it. Separation, death, job loss make us brood, despair or grieve. Depression has
social causes that should not be ignored. Those affected need to be
supported to take charge of their lives again. An arousing message
directed not only at psychiatrists and therapists. Those suffering from
depression and their relatives will find new perspectives here on their
suffering and on life.
Thorsten Padberg wants to embolden readers through expert insights
as well as numerous case studies from his own practice – no one has
to suffer all of their life and swallow pills.
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Alice Brauner

"See you in Berlin, then …".
Artur and Maria Brauner – A
Story of Survival, of the Big
Screen and the Power of Love
•
•

The films of the legendary producer Atze Brauner have
moulded generations
This story of a Jewish family is also one of a dramatic
century
August 2021 · 336 pages

© Daniela Incoronato

A story of survival during the war, of a great love and the dream
of bringing Hollywood to Berlin

Alice Brauner, born in 1966, is a journalist, historian and film producer. She
completed a doctorate at the Centre for
Research on Antisemitism at the Technical University in Berlin. She worked
in Steven Spielberg's Survivors of the
Shoah Visual History Foundation. Her
extensive family biography is not only
based on her own memories. Her
grandfather's comprehensive diaries as
well as several other private documents
are important sources as are pertinent
sources on the history of the Holocaust
and National Socialism. She lives in
Berlin and Munich.

S. FISCHER

Stettin, 1945. Having returned from the vastness of Russia and Uzbekistan, where his family survived both the war and Nazi persecution,
Artur Brauner makes plans for the future. At the train station, he runs
into a young woman – Maria, who survived with wrong papers and
her hair dyed blond. Artur falls in love with her, and calls after her
when leaving, 'See you in Berlin, then…' They do, in fact, meet again,
and get married in November 1946, in a displaced persons camp in
Heidenheim in Swabia.
Artur becomes one of the greatest film producers in Germany, and
works with the big stars of the era and brings the great film directors
Robert Siodmak and Fritz Lang back to Berlin. At his side all the
while, he has 'The best wife in the world', Maria Brauner.
But as the son of a Jewish timber merchant, he is unable to shake off
the past. The Holocaust is a theme he returns to again and again –
from his first film 'Morituri' to 'Die Spaziergängerin von Sanssouci',
the last film he made, featuring Romy Schneider.
Here, his daughter Alice Brauner tells the story of her extraordinary
parents, tracing an arc from their childhood in Poland and the turmoil of the war and their new beginning in Germany to the more
recent past. It is a story about the power of love, the big screen, and
about how dreams are realised – despite everything.
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Thomas von
Steinaecker

Open End
A fascinating cultural history
of failed works of art in a luxury edition
Why is there only a screenplay for
Stanley Kubrick's planned monumental film about Napoleon?
Why does Stockhausen's opera
cycle end in the 21st hour with the
odd title KLANG? And why did
October 2021 · 608 pages
David Foster Wallace not manage
to complete his novel The Pale King? The list of failed works of art in cultural history is long and spectacular.
And the reasons for failure are as diverse as the projects themselves. At times it was down to the artist's
delusions of grandeur, at others the money suddenly ran out, and frequently premature death was the reason. Writer Thomas von Steinaecker focuses on the most unusual stories behind such failure and shows how
influential ideas that only exist in our mind can be.
By the eminent writer, graphic novel author and director Thomas von Steinaecker

Marina Weisband, Eliyah Havemann

Ask us then!. A Jewess and a Jew
Talk About their Lives
When Marina Weisband asked her Twitter followers what interested them
about Judaism, she was overwhelmed with questions. On account of the
abundance of topics, she brought in Eliyah Havemann for support.
Together they decided to answer the questions initially in the YouTube
video series #FragEinenJuden and then – in expanded form – in a book.
The result is a lively and vivid primer on Judaism, which no dry introduction could achieve. For they don't simply provide a list of facts but
exchange ideas and give their individual perspectives: Marina Weisband as
a devout, non-religious Jewess and Eliyah Havemann as a modern orthoOctober 2021 · 192 pages
dox Jew. They don't always agree – and it is precisely this fact which
reflects the diversity of Judaism.
This is a book about who Jews actually are, about the Jewish religion in general, religious currents, Jewish
culture and coexistence, and, last but not least, antisemitism.

S. FISCHER
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Hans Jürgen Balmes

The Rhine. Biography of a River
A poetic natural and cultural history about the Rhine and the soul
of a landscape
The Rhine once rose in the middle of its present-day course, where
manatees frolicked in a tropical sea. Having eked out its bed back to its
later headwaters, its geology is astounding. The river is still home to the
oldest creatures in Europe, but from source to delta the Rhine has also
been shaped by human hand. No other river encompasses so many contradictions — border, transport artery, escape route and lifeline.
Hans Jürgen Balmes takes us with him on a river journey. We meet people like William Turner, for whom the Rhine came to be an obsession
April 2021 · 560 pages
and the focus of his life’s work. We see woods and animals come alive in
Balmes’s sublime reflections on nature and his meditative images. This
book about the Rhine beguiles us with its inexhaustible stream of stories and its quiet contemplation.
Nature writing at its best!

Götz Aly

The Luf Boat, A Looted Treasure.
How German Colonialists Raided
South Sea Culture
A debate about the controversial intersections of racism, colonialism and looted art.
Along with monuments and street names, the delightful objects in many
Western museums are remnants of colonialism. Götz Aly uncovers the
brutality of German colonialists who went about looting in the South
Seas, using the example of the island of Luf. There, the invaders destroyed
islanders’ huts and boats and nearly completely exterminated the populaMay 2021 · 240 pages
tion. In 1902, Hamburg merchants seized the final surviving example of
the island’s artistically built, high-seaworthy outrigger boats. Today, this
unique culture treasure serves as decoration in an entranceway of the Humboldt Forum Museum in Berlin.
Renowned historian Götz Aly documents the brutality, destructive fury and greed with which profiteers,
ethnologists, navy men and museum directors fell upon cultural treasures. Even today, these looted items
are admired by museum visitors, who remain oblivious to the suffering of the people whose cultural treasures were stolen.
S. FISCHER
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THRILLER

Arno Strobel

Sharing. Do you really want to
share everything?
•
•
•
•

Offline and The App were No. 1 on the bestseller list for
weeks
1.5 million books by Arno Strobel sold in Germany alone
The new psychological thriller by Nr.1 bestselling author
Arno Strobel
English sample translation available

September 2021 · 368 pages

© Gaby Gerster 2020

Do you really want to share everything?
Markus and his wife Bettina always liked the idea that you didn't have
to own things in order to use them. This philosophy also underpins
their Sharing enterprise. As many people as possible should share cars
and flats, thus ensuring greater sustainability.

Arno Strobel loves liminal experiences
and likes to share them with his readers.
This makes his thrillers suspenseful
voyages of discovery into the dark
recesses of the human soul, which don't
stop at the worst primal fears. Most of
his themes are derived from everyday
life, but it is only when an idea takes
hold of him, and he feels compelled to
get to the bottom of it straightaway
with the help of his network of experts,
that he knows that the groundwork for
his next novel has been laid. All of his
thrillers have been bestsellers. He lives
as a freelance writer near Trier.

FISCHER Taschenbuch

But when Bettina lands in the hands of a stranger who abuses her on
the dark net, sharing suddenly takes on another dimension. If Markus
wants to see his wife alive again, he has to do what Bettina's torturer
says. Without exception and unconditionally. And he must play a
game that he cannot win, even if he's prepared to place all of his bets
on one card.

'With Arno Strobel's thrillers you don't need a bookmark, you can't
put them down. Gripping and nerve-racking!' Sebastian Fitzek
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CRIME

Ingo Bott

Pirlo - Against all Rules
•
•

The First Case for Criminal Defence Lawyer Pirlo and his
partner Sophie Mahler
The author is a defence lawyer himself

August 2021 · 400 pages

© Nathalie Schramm - Dad & Daughter

....When in doubt, for the accused. When in doubt, against all
rules ...

Ingo Bott and his protagonist Anton
Pirlo both live in Düsseldorf, in the
same district. Both love to give free
reign to their thoughts while taking
long walks along the Rhine. This is
where Pirlo's first big case was conceived, and others will follow. In 2017,
the author set up his own law practice
in the livingroom of his home, where he
prepares his defence strategies for big
commercial legal proceedings. When
Ingo Bott isn't writing or strategising,
he likes to spend time abroad, above all
in Uruguay, Argentinia and Spain. 'Pirlo
- Against All Rules' is the first in a series.

FISCHER Scherz

Pirlo is charismatic, chaotic – and under pressure. First he loses his
job. The Khatib clan gets into trouble: his own brothers of all people.
Now Pirlo is supposed to settle their debts. Pay the price for having
cut himself off from his family. And, on top of it all, he has to win the
only case he has left. His client has been charged with killing her husband. The case is all over the media.
For everyone except for Pirlo and the young lawyer Sophie Mahler a
conviction seems certain.
Pirlo's back is to the wall: He needs a not-guilty verdict. Definitely. To
achieve this he has to do things he never dreamed of doing.
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Klaus-Peter Wolf

Frisian Storm
•
•
•

No. 1 top selling author
The most popular Crime series in Germany
East Frisian Hell was the book with the highest sales in
Spring 2020

They build dams against floods.
But nothing could protect them from what came next ... The 16th
case for Frisian's top investigator Ann Kathrin Klaasen by No. 1 bestselling author Klaus-Peter Wolf
Ann Kathrin Klaasen and Frank Weller get the call when walking on an
February 2022 · 560 pages
empty beach. The body of a man has been found in a holiday apartment
on the island of Wangerooge. Lethal wounds suggest that organised crime is responsible. Ann Kathrin and
her team are immediately on full alert. Then, another murder occurs in the zoo. Where is the killer hiding?
After all tourists have been evacuated from Frisia, the police are searching the empty holiday apartments in
the area. Where is the killer hiding?
Ann Kathrin Klaasen and her team have to investigate under unprecedented conditions in order to find the
serial killer.

Stephan Ludwig

Zorn - Sacrificial Lamb
•
•
•

Top selling series
DCI Claudius Zorn and his chubby sidekick Schröder
investigate their 11th case.
Over 550,000 books in the Zorn series sold

Detective Chief Inspector Claudius Zorn and his chubby sidekick
Schröder face to face with a crazy murderer
A naked man runs through the town with a wooden cross over his
shoulder. He is emaciated, his mouth was sewn together with thread.
October 2021 · 400 pages
When the police apprehend him, he passes a timer to DCI Zorn and
Schröder. The counter indicates that there are just over eleven hours to
go. But what will happen then, at four in the morning? The next morning the investigators know the
answer: the man is dead. He was crucified, and next to his body is an upside down A.
While Zorn and Schröder are still trying to work out if the murderer is sending them a message, another
timer is passed on to them. Exactly twelve hours remain. Twelve hours before another person dies. But
who? And where? When they are called to a highrise in the southern part of town, they're prepared for the
worst – and rightly so.
FISCHER Taschenbuch
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Tom Voss

Ice Time for Beck
•
•

The second volume in the new German crime fiction
series featuring Nick Beck
For fans of Harry Hole and Cormoran Strike

State Office of Criminal Investigations Detective Nick Beck is back
again and has to face up to his greatest fear – the second case for Nick
Beck and Cleo Torner
It's winter in Hamburg and horrendous murders shake the city. The
Elbe ripper has turned up again after almost two years. He's already
clocked up eleven victims. And while hunting him down, Nick Beck lost
December 2021 · 368 pages
his colleague in the line of duty. After this, he applied for a transfer. But
now he's been brought back, for no one knows the ripper as well as he does. But something is different: the
killer's rituals seem to have changed. Has the Elbe ripper altered his MO? Or are Nick Beck and Cleo Torner
dealing with an imitator? Only one thing is clear: the perpetrator is more dangerous than ever.

Anna Schneider

Border Case - Death in her Eyes
Evil knows no borders – a spectacular murder case keeps an entire
region in suspense
At Brauneck mountain just outside of Lenggries in Bavaria, the dead
body of a woman is discovered on a cliff. But what initially looks like a
climbing accident, turns out to be a gruesome murder. Straw legs have
been sewn onto the torso, and not long afterwards, further body parts
turn up in Lake Achen in Tyrol. Are they also from the dead woman's
body? But why would the perpetrator distribute the corpse across two
countries? This is the first big case for young, driven Chief Inspector
Alexa Jahn, who has just taken up her post at the Criminal Investigation
Department in Weilheim. She could use all the support she can get, but,
at the outset, she cannot count on her disillusioned colleague on the
Austrian side, Chief Inspector Bernhard Krammer.

FISCHER Taschenbuch

January 2021 · 432 pages
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J. C. Vogt

Anarchy Déco
•
•
•

Historical fantasy based in the most exciting era of German history
Modern, diverse, political: progressive fantasy
For readers of Neil Gaiman, Ben Aaronovitch and Volker
Kutscher

August 2021 · 480 pages

© privat

Babylon Berlin plus magic: a historical fantasy novel based in
the Weimar Republic

The writing duo Judith and Christian
Vogt live in Aachen and share a passion
for the three Fs: fantasy, fencing and
feminism. While Judith specialises in
writing, Christian, a physicist, tries to
get to the bottom of unsolved mysteries.
The novel Die zerbrochene Puppe, which
they wrote together, received the 2013
German Fantasy Prize, and their novels
Roma Nova and Wasteland were shortlisted for the Seraph Award for Speculative Fiction. When they aren't writing
novels, they design pen-and-paper roleplaying games. Judith also podcasts and
edits the quarterly zine Queer*Welten.
Website: www.jcvogt.de

FISCHER Tor

Living in Berlin in the twenties is like dancing on a volcano, especially
when magic courses through the streets and nightlife. A woman disappears and turns up again a little later as a stone statue. With an
eagle conjured out of nowhere, Nazis chase down political opponents,
and the cabaret even adds a few supernatural numbers to its wacky
repertoire. And the Reichstag is deliberating on the possibility of
rearming through magical means.
The young physicist Nike Wehner is not only trying to understand
this new phenomenon as a scientist but is helping the Berlin police
solve magical crimes. She is assisted in this endeavour by the sculptor
Sandor Černý and Inspector Seidel, who is nearing retirement.
Together they comprise the first special unit of a new Magic Police
unit.
For readers of Neil Gaiman, Ben Aaronovitch, and Volker Kutscher as
well as fans of Phantastische Tierwesen (Fantastic Beasts).
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Susanne Popp

The Tea Merchant
•
•
•

Based on a true company history: The rise of the Ronnefeldt tea and colonial produce merchant house to an
internationally successful brand
Unusual Setting: Frankfurt am Main in the 19th century,
in the age of Metternich
For readers of Charlotte Jacobi and Marie Lacrosse

August 2021 · 560 pages

© Tamara Ferrari

The great world of tea, the moving fate of a strong woman and
the rise of a famous merchant family: Part 1 of the Ronnefeldt
Saga

Susanne Popp, born in 1967, is the
daughter of youth hostel wardens - so
rosehip tea, served in large metal pots,
is a cherished childhood memory.
Today, however, she prefers a cup of
Darjeeling or Oolong, and she loves
travelling to the tea regions of the
world. Her writing career began with
private biographies. Telling the story of
the Ronnefeldt family was therefore a
very personal business for her, since
this traditional company combines her
longing for distant lands with the fate of
a family in Germany in the 19th century.
The author lives with her husband and
daughter on Lake Zurich in Switzerland.

FISCHER Taschenbuch

Frankfurt, 1838: As a merchant's daughter and the wife of the tea
dealer Tobias Ronnefeldt, Friederike likes to stand behind the counter
every now and again – she loves the floral, slightly earthy scent of the
dark tea leaves. But she is not permitted deeper insights into the
trade. This changes in 1838, however, when Tobias embarks on a
months' long journey to China, the land of tea. Now, of all times,
when she's pregnant. And she soon realises that she cannot trust the
new manager, whom Tobias appointed. With the company in danger,
Friederike has no choice but to take the fate of the company into her
hands. In order to meet this challenge, she has to develop new
strengths - and the courage to assert herself.
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Patricia Koelle

Grasshoppers' Secret
•
•
•
•

Volume four in the Island Gardens series
Over 500,000 books by this Top 10 author sold
Topical themes: Nature, conservation and insects
Can be read as a standalone volume

Grasshoppers leap about everywhere, except over their own
shadow - only people can do this
When Maja inherits her grandparents' house in Brandenburg, she
comes across an old chest full of memorabilia. Many of the items are
from the island of Usedom, so she follows the clues in order to learn
September 2021 · 512 pages
more about the past. And pretty soon Maja doesn't want to leave the
island. But what should she do with her grandparents' house? When she meets Nelly, who would like to
make a brave career change, a new path seems to open up for both women - one on which happiness and
love have a chance.
The fourth volume in the Island Gardens series by bestselling author Patricia Koelle – about the courage of
leaping over one's shadow again and again

Clara Langenbach

The Mustard Blossom Saga The Ways of Fate
•
•

Part two of the opulent trilogy about the fate of a mustard dynasty
For readers of Maria Nikolai, Corina Bomann and Charlotte Jacobi

A wedding, reponsibiility for a company, rivalry and resentment - and a
war that threatens everyone's existence - part two of the great family
saga about a mustard blossom dynasty
October 2021 · 512 pages

Metz, 1914: Emma has finished her studies and wants to plunge into
work at the mustard factory. But the Seidel family wants her to attend
to the wedding preparations and the dress rehearsal. She tries everything to break out of the role she's
expected to play in life. And when tensions in the factory require all of Carl's attention, Emma wants to help
out wherever she can. But increasingly she wonders: Does Carl actually want her help, or does he simply see
her as his future wife and the mother of his children? However, when the First World War breaks out, a lot
more is suddenly at stake than their future together and the continued existence of the factory.

FISCHER Taschenbuch
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Katharina Reschke

Switch Lives - Seek Happiness
Imagine you could take your life in a completely different direction. With just one click.
Julian Beeman, in his early forties, is stuck. His small cinema in the centre of San Francisco is about to go bust, and the banks are demanding
their money back. He hasn't found the love of his life either, and it's thus
no coincidence that his local is called Dead End. He's in urgent need of a
fresh start. But how can he get it?
His best friend recommends the online platform LifeExhange.club to
him. Here, people exchange their existences in order to start off fresh in
October 2021 · 304 pages
someone else's shoes. The offer that Julian receives for his failed cinema
existence is absolutely fantastic. He would never have thought he would
ever be able to lead such a carefree existence. But soon a number of unexpected events occur, which once
again force Julian to fight for happiness. The good thing is that this time he knows how it will look, this happiness - because it has clicked for him …
With a lot of humour and spirit Katharina Reschke writes in this novel of the great promises available on the
net and of the pitfalls that analogue life holds in store for us.

Lisa Kirsch

A Flowery Path to Happiness
Love, gardening bliss and a sense of community - ideal for reading
in an armchair and in a summer meadow
The most beautiful path to love leads through a garden. Successful
author Lisa Kirsch (Das Glück in vollen Zügen) writes the best German
light fiction: realistic, romantic and full of humour.
Maddie has almost made it: Her dream job of performing in musicals is
within her grasp. In order to establish herself, she cannot let herself get
distracted. But then, by chance, she stumbles into the communal garden
'Grüne Freiheit' (Green Freedom), and notices at once what is missing in
February 2022 · 400 pages
her life - she enjoys the feel of fresh earth between her fingers, befriends
wild Lila, and her heart skips a beat when outrageously good-looking
Mo helps her pick currants. But Maddie can't split herself if two, and she realises that sooner or later she
will have to decide between her garden love and her dream career.

FISCHER Taschenbuch
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Cornelia Härtl

A Star Shines Above It All
A Christmas miracle can happen to you anywhere
Peace, joy and gingerbread? Not for a dozen people who are stranded in
the little inn Zum goldenen Stern (The Golden Star) in the Bavarian
mountains on account of a snow storm at Christmas of all times. The
higher the snow piles up in front of the door, the closer they come
together inside, and the more intimate their conversations become. They
discuss failed relationships and failed lives, abandoned dreams and false
hopes. At the end of the evening, all of them know what really matters
and that a Christmas miracle can happen to you anywhere, even in the
most remote places.
September 2021 · 288 pages

Eva Neiss

Life in Our Hands
•
•

Eva Neiss interweaves the fascinating fates of two
women with the historical figure Martin A. Couney, a
pioneer of neonatology
The story of two Jewish sisters who embark on a new life
in New York after fleeing Germany in 1939

Sometimes love makes us blind, and sometimes it teaches us to
see.
1939: Hannah and Ada Rosenbaum manage to leave Germany for New
York on one of the last ships out. While Hannah dreams of becoming a
January 2022 · 400 pages
doctor, her sister Ada is pregnant and concealing the name of the child's
father. Shortly after they arrive in New York, Ada gives birth to a daughter - much too early. Hannah can
only protect her niece from certain death by entrusting her to the care of the famous Martin A. Couney,
who has taken on the task of looking after premature infants - a controversial untertaking. While Hannah
fears for the life of her niece for weeks, she can't help admiring Mr. Couney's work. When he offers her a job
in his hospital, she grabs the chance - and gets closer to fulfilling her dream, bit by bit.

FISCHER Taschenbuch
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Phillip P. Peterson

Universe
•
•
•

Great science fiction from Germany: realistic, thrilling and
based on science
100,000 copies sold of both Paradox and Transport
A sci-fi thriller for fans of Andreas Eschbach, Andy Weir
and Cixin Liu

A hazardous journey to the end of the universe - and beyond.
In the twenty-second century humanity has spread beyond the limits of
our solar system. Thanks to new means of transport, journeys faster than
light have become commonplace, and there are colonies in the most
September 2021 · 448 pages
remote corners of the galaxy. Travelling between the stars is perfectly safe
- only very rarely does something go wrong and a ship disappears without a trace in hyperspace …
'Challenger' under the command of Christine Dillinger is such a ship. But, as it turns out, it doesn't simply
disappear. Instead, Christine and her crew are subjected to an adventure beyond anything they could imagine.
Realistic, thrilling, and based on science – great German science fiction for readers of Andy Weir and Cixin
Liu.

Jenny-Mai Nuyen

The Time of the Dragons
•
•
•

Dragons, elves and dwarves – and a whole lot of fire. The
new fantasy novel by bestselling author Jenny-Mai Nuyen
Over 400,000 books by Nuyen sold in German
For readers of Ursula K. Le Guin, Leigh Bardugo and
Christopher Paolini

Dragons, elves, dwarves – and a lot of fire. The new fantasy novel
by bestselling author Jenny-Mai Nuyen
Life is hard in Ydras Horn. Every few months a dragon turns up and
besieges the dwarves' castle for an indefinite amount of time. The beast
October 2021 · 416 pages
always lies in wait for a certain young woman, who is branded with the
shadow spirits. No one knows who will be next, and it is very tempting just to leave the poor unfortunate to
the dragon. Some of the women even choose martyrdom, for every siege costs the community dearly.
When Nireka falls ill on account of the shadow spirits, she does something that no other woman before her
has done. She makes common cause with a dragon who has promised not to eat people. Together they look
for a way to battle the beasts. The answer lies in the past. For dragons were at one time very different ...
For readers of Ursula K. Le Guin, Leigh Bardugo and Christopher Paolini
FISCHER Tor
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Dennis Ehrhardt, Sebastian Breidbach

Sinclair Underworld
•
•

Sinclair Underworld is the second volume in a series.
For readers of Stephen King and H. P. Lovecraft, and everyone who likes dark thrillers.

A new case for John Sinclair. In their horror series, Dennis Ehrhardt and
Sebastian Breidbach recount the genesis of the ghostbuster from the very
beginning. Sinclair has never been more in keeping with the times, more
eerie nor darker.
Several corpses turn up in London, all gruesomely disfigured. But there is
no trace of the perpetrator.
A small investigative team around DI John Sinclair and DC Sadako Shao
November 2021 · 528 pages
pick up the scent of the murderer – and come to realise that they are not
hunting a person but unearthly, bodyless creatures, who pose a threat to our entire existence.

Mikkel Robrahn

HiddenWorlds 3. The Power of
the Sword
The struggle between the Inquisition and fantastical creatures is
entering its final stage!
Elliot Craig just wanted a new job that would pay his bills. But his work
in the Merlin Center, a store selling all things fantastical, opened up a
new world for him, in the truest sense – with conflicts all of its own. For
centuries, the Inquisition has been fighting everything that is in any way
different, and together with Soleil the elf, Elliot wants to put an end to
this injustice once and for all. When the portal between the magical
world and our own opens up, the final struggle begins.

FISCHER Tor | FISCHER New Media

August 2021 · 400 pages
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Lilian Kaliner

Firefly Creek
The wonderful Bennetts from Firefly Creek – the second volume in the
popular Australian series featuring the exciting extended family and
five charming wayward brothers, who make women's hearts beat faster.
Firefly Creek, a picturesque little town in southern Australia, is the ideal place
for Kat Roberts to start over. She can finally open her own vet practice, which
she has dreamed of doing for a long time. She quickly makes new friends. And
then there's Jim Bennett, the quiet and extremely attractive farmer's son.
When he takes her in his arms, she feels happy and secure. But suddenly her
former mistakes catch up with her, and everything hangs in the balance. Kat
has to confront her past, so she and Jim can have a future together.

November 2021 · 384 pages

Isabell May

The Two of Us at This Moment
When your happiness is destroyed in a single moment - the most
intense romance of this season!
Business Studies student Anna and Max, a photographer, did not search for
one another, but found each other, during a game of Truth or Dare at a party.
Shortly afterwards they seem to be inseparable. Anna, who always behaves in a
controlled manner, and the more spontaneous Max are swept along by the
flood of their feelings. They spend a lot of time together on the road, Max
mostly with his camera in hand. Thousands of pictures of love. But suddenly
the dream of spending their future together is shattered, and Max stands alone
in the autumn wind on the bridge over the river. Because a photo of all things
has destroyed everything.
When the shadows of the past cast themselves over the present - a highly dramatic, heart-rending love story.

December 2021 · 448 pages

Lea Kaib

Love with Pride
•

This new adult novel is perfect for all who wish more diversity and LGBTQIAP+
represented in romance fiction.

New town, new me: When introverted Stella enters college in Haydensburgh,
she is glad to leave her old life behind. She no longer wants to be the unpopular,
invisible outsider. This time it seems everything is going to be different, until
she meets impulsive and easy-going Ellie – and her whole life is turned upside
down. But, in contrast to Ellie, she can’t express her feelings openly, and that
could herald the beginning of the end of both of them.
August 2021 · 384 pages
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Bülent Ceylan, Astrid Herbold

Arrival. But where exactly had
I been?
•
•

Megastar Bülent Ceylan has it all, but he has remained
true to himself and his roots.
Warm, frank and personal - the comedian speaks in this
book for the first time about things he can't discuss on
stage

September 2021 · 256 pages

Bülent Ceylan was born in Mannheim
in 1976 to a German mother and a Turkish father. They didn't have much, but
love, security and support were inexhaustible. For that reason, family
remains the most important thing in his
life to this day. In accordance with the
motto 'nothing works without children'
he champions families through his
foundation Bülent Ceylan für Kinder
and as an ambassador for several aid
agencies. Bülent Ceylan doesn't speak
Turkish, and his Mannheim dialect is
not only a trademark for him but ultimate evidence of integration. Greater
tolerance and social cooperation are
central concerns for him.

Sold-out stadiums, big talkshow appearances, 'The Masked Singer'
and a duet with Helene Fischer - Megastar Bülent Ceylan has done it
all while remaining true to himself and his roots. Warm, frank and
personal, he speaks in this book for the first time about things he cannot discuss during his comedy routines.
The subject is arrival, not only with the public but in life. His
name is Tschäilan, but he doesn't speak a word of Turkish. Mannheim
dialect and corduroy trousers. It's all a declaration of bankruptcy
somehow or other. 'You should call yourself Billy,' his siblings advise.
But Bülent Ceylan discovers a talent as a child. He can imitate voices
and make people laugh. The effect is amazing - jokes provide a distraction from his father's money problems. They enchant his German
schoolmates and bring a smile to the face of his glum mother. So, the
boy with the jetblack princess hair tells jokes as though his life
depends on it. In 2009, Bülent Ceylan fills the SAP Arena for the first
time. An audience of 10,000. He's arrived.
Here the comedian speaks of his upbringing for the first time, discusses the significance of diversity and identity, home and the meaning of family - in a disarmingly honest way, and with warmth,
humour and depth.
He who maintains that the path is the goal does not know how
important it is to arrive!

FISCHER Taschenbuch

37

MEMOIR || COMMERCIAL NON-FICTION

Papis Loveday

Life is Never Simply
Black-and-White. My Journey
from Senegal via the Catwalks of
the World to Myself
•

Papis Loveday is the most successful black male model in
the world.

Being different can be a gift, and believing, hoping and fighting is
always worthwhile!
October 2021 · 244 pages

Constantly looking forward. Discipline, decissiveness, determination.
Then a laugh from the depths of his soul, which bubbles with warmth and vitality. As multifaceted as the
almost perfect face is the person behind it. Born in Senegal, Papis senses very early on that he is different
from his 25 siblings. A sports scholarship in Paris permits him to escape the narrow conventions of his
homeland. Then comes the setback: Papis gets injured and his dream of becoming a runner in the World
Championships in Athletics evaporates. But another door opens unexpectedly: he experiences a meteoric
rise as a model. But the sector is hard. Papis experiences racial exclusion and personal crises. He is caught
with cocaine in a club in Munich - a sign for him that he has to change his life.

Carola Holzner

One for All. An Emergency Doctor
between Hope and Reality
Carola Holzner works as a consultant in Accident and Emergency.
Nowhere else are the lines between luck and misfortune, hope and
despair, life and death so thin. Seconds are decisive, a heart beat is decisive. Carola Holzner's heart beats above all for her patients. She works
tirelessly for them, for her passion is acute care. In this book, she takes us
into her world at the intersection of the critical care unit, the shock room
and the street. She gives us insights that are far from what we imagine
might happen behind closed doors. Openly and honestly she conveys the
emotions and fears she has during the course of a 24-hour shift, which
October 2021 · 272 pages
don't reveal a heroine in white but the person beneath the gown. And,
above all else, her insights show that hope and reality are often quite far
apart.
These are moving, sad, funny, comical, in part disturbing but also encouraging stories, which, in the end, are
well worth reading, because the A&E doctor Carola Holzner addresses the quesions that are put to her most
often when she's on duty. What exactly is diabetes? When should I call 112? Should one make a living will?
What should you do if you get cramp? What does dying look like? Carola Holzner, also known on social
media as Doc Caro, answers these and many other questions in a helpful and straightforward manner.
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Anastasia Umrik

You are in a Crisis - Congratulations!
Life is peculiar. It delivers us blows of fate. It lets dreams and plans burst like
soap bubbles. You give your all and get – nothing. Is that fair? No. But it happens. It pulls the rug from under you, you stumble. But because you stumble,
you don't fall. And even if you do, you're far from finished. Quite the opposite,
in fact. Precisely now is the right time to start your life all over again: your
friendships, your relationships, your work and your actions.
Only when you've reached rock bottom and have had to reset your life do you
have the key to solve all of your problems in your hand. A crisis, then, is no
longer something bad or dangerous, but a means to discover your self and a fulfilled life. If anyone knows about crises and fresh starts it's Anastasia Umrik motivating, warm-hearted and with a tone all of its own.

October 2021 · 240 pages

Frau Herz

How Grief Finds Love
•

Contains many lovingly designed pages to remember, preserve and hold
on to.

This book is for you. It seeks to impart courage, offer sanctuary and serve
as a valuable treasure trove.
This book is about finding love again amid grief, giving it space, and
being allowed to express it. For grieving involves loving, and we continue
to love after the death of a loved one. Indeed, precisely during a period of
grief, it’s important to create space for emotions.
October 2021 · 160 pages

Lisa Harmann, Katharina Nachtsheim

WOW MOM - Your Encouraging Pregnancy
Companion
Pregnancy is the most acute turning point in a woman's life. Suddenly a new
person is growing inside her! With a heart beat and hiccups ... it is quite simply:
WOW. The authors take women by the hand on the path to birth and accompany them - gently, but honestly - during these nine turbulent months, which
will never be forgotten. Each chapter has an emotion in its heading, to do justice to the emotional rollercoaster of fear, pleasant anticipation, curiosity and
uncertaintly, and is adorned with a beautiful illustration by the artist Ini Neumann.
SPIEGEL bestselling authors Lisa Harmann and Katharina Nachtsheim know
what they are talking about: their parenting blog 'Stadt Land Mama' is trusted
by over a million subscribers.
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Arno Strobel

Killer Hunter - Tracking the Lost
Girls
Nothing is more familiar to him than the dark criminal mind...
Max Bischoff, a highly gifted profiler, recognises evil face to face The new thriller by No. 1 bestselling author Arno Strobel
His time in the KK11 murder investigation unit in Düsseldorf belongs to
the past. Now profiler Max Bischoff is starting over again at the Police
Academy in Cologne, where he is educating those who want to be as
good as him. But the cases find him nevertheless.
When the father of Leni Benz, who disappeared six years ago, asks Max
March 2021 · 352 pages
for his help, his immediate impulse is to turn him down. But he realises
that he can't. Too many questions remain unexplained in the case of
the ten year old girl who disappeared on her way to school and was never seen again.
But how is it that Leni's satchel has now turned up again in its usual place in her parents' home, as if nothing
had happened? How can this happen after all this time? And, above all, why are there so many parallels with
a current case? Max sets off on the trail of the perpetrator ...

Arno Strobel

The App – They Know You. They
Know Where You Live
•
•
•

#1 on the Spiegel bestseller list upon publication
Over 1 million books by Arno Strobel sold
'Smart Home' – When the wish for security turns into a
death trap …

It sounds almost too good to be true. The best neighbourhood, a house
with Smart-Home, everything controllable through an App, at all times
and from anywhere. And also completely secure. Hendrik and Linda are
over the moon when they move in. This is the home they had always
imagined sharing together.

July 2021 · 384 pages

But then one night Linda disappears. Hendrik is about to crack up. Could someone have got into the house
that night? Hendrik feels increasingly under scrutiny. And rightly so, because it's not just the App that
knows where he lives …
'You don't need a book mark when you're reading one of Arno Strobel's thrillers, since you can't put them down.
Thrilling and nerve-racking!'
Sebastian Fitzek
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