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August 2022 · 288 pages

Martin Kordić was born in 1983 in
Celle and grew up in Mannheim. He
studied in Hildesheim and Zagreb. He
has worked as an editor in publishing
houses for over ten years, initially in
Cologne and currently in Munich. He
received the Adelbert von Chamisso Prize
as well as the Alfred Döblin Medal for his
first novel "My Idea of Happiness"
(Hanser 2014). "Jahre mit Martha" is his
second novel.
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LITERARY FICTION | FICTION

Martin Kordić

Years with Martha

• SPIEGEL Bestseller

• Recipient of the ADELBERT VON CHAMISSO PRIZE and the
ALFRED DÖBLIN MEDAL for his debut novel "My Idea of
Happiness"

• Sample translation available online

A tender and compelling novel about power relationships and
the question of balance in the world

The story begins in the late nineties in western Germany. Željko, who
everyone calls Jimmy, is fifteen when he falls in love with Martha. She
is a professor in Heidelberg, and he lives with his parents and siblings
(five people in all) in a two-room flat in Ludwigshafen. Martha has
what Željko most longs for: books, education, and sovereignty. He
visits a theatre for the first time with her, and she speaks with him as
no one else does. Željko's world expands through Martha's love. But
what world is he entering, and who is he leaving behind in the
process? Where are the boundaries between desire and exploitation?

'Years with Martha is a great love, migration and coming-of-age novel.
Full of surprises, poetically charged and of unobtrusive complexity.
[...] It is one of the great novels of the season.' Kölner Stadt-Anzeiger,
Martin Oehlen

'[Years with Martha is] a treasure.' SWR2, Florian Valerius

'Years with Martha is recognisably part of a still young tradition of
novels that, at last, take a look at the reality of life for the children of
migrants from the former Federal Republic of Germany.' taz , Nina
Apin

'Martic Kordićs "Years with Martha" appears on the surface to be a
love story. Actually, it is a brutal reckoning with Germany.' Süd-
deutsche Zeitung, Christian Mayer

'What a love story. [...] the novel [reads] very easily. This is due to its
lively language, comic scenes, but especially the never-ending tension.'
MDR Kultur, Claudia Ingenhoven

'A novel that conveys so much about injustice and contemporary Ger-

S. FISCHER 3

https://bilder-fischer.s3.eu-central-1.amazonaws.com/sampletranslations/9783103971637_english_translation.pdf


August 2022 · 272 pages

Miku Sophie Kühmel was born in
1992 in Gotha. She studied at the Hum-
boldt University in Berlin and at New
York University, including with Roger
Willemsen and Daniel Kehlmann. Since
2013, her short fiction has been pub-
lished regularly in magazines and
anthologies. She has recently also been
writing for radio and podcasts, which
she produces. She was awarded the Jür-
gen Ponto-Stiftung Prize in 2019 and
the 'aspekte' Literary Prize in 2019 for
"Kintsugi", her first novel.
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LITERARY FICTION | FICTION

Miku Sophie Kühmel

Triskele

• Kühmel's first novel Kintsugi was shortlisted for the Ger-
man Book Prize and received the 'aspekte' Literary Prize
and the Jürgen-Ponto-Stiftung Literary Prize. Rights sold
to Garzanti (Italy).

• 'Miku Sophie Kühmel is currently one of the most exciting
young talents in German-language literature. [...]
[Triskele] is a testament [...] to the great talent of this
young author.' VOGUE, Laura Sodano

• Sample translation available online

Three sisters from three different generations. A cat. And a year
of mourning.

Three sisters meet up in their mother's flat. Focused Mercedes is 48,
capricious Mira is 32, and Matea, who still lives at home, is 16. Their
mother Mone has taken her own life and left little behind: old jew-
ellery, Muriel the cat, and a letter. As children from three different
generations, they grew up with the same woman, but not together.
Who was Mone to each of them? And what do the three of them share
in the absence of memories? Matea, closed and introverted, has to get
used to living with her eldest sister in Berlin and spends her days
online. Mercedes sometimes forgets that she suddenly has a teenager
living with her, and Mira, as always, feels superfluous.
Triskele is a dreamy and rough-and-ready novel about sisterhood and
the solidarity of women in challenging times.

S. FISCHER 4

https://bilder-fischer.s3.eu-central-1.amazonaws.com/sampletranslations/9783103971118_english_translation.pdf


September 2022 · 208 pages

Gün Tank is a writer and TV presenter.
She curated the exhibition '22:14 ...und
es kamen Frauen' (2011) on the first
female migrants in the Federal Republic
of Germany, and the series of events
entitled CrossKultur, an annual cultural
series of readings, exhibitions, concerts,
theatre, films, and conferences. She is
currently a commissioner for the dis-
abled in Berlin's Tempelhof-Schöneberg
district. In 2015 and 2021, she was
awarded the Arbeits- und Recherch-
estipendium Literatur (work and
research grant for literature) from the
state of Berlin. The Optimists. A Novel
about our Mothers is her debut novel.
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LITERARY FICTION | FICTION

Gün Tank

The Optimists. A Novel about
our Mothers

• 'In this story of the politicization of a young woman in the
Federal Republic of Germany in the 1970s, Gün Tank writes
against oblivion.' Deniz Utlu

• Female solidarity: the influence of female guest workers on
the German emancipation movement

• Sample translation available online

A new perspective on the history of female guest workers

22-year-old Nour comes to work in Germany in the seventies. She is
one of many female guest workers - young, motivated, and optimistic.
Nour comes from Istanbul and lives in a hostel in the Upper Palati-
nate of Bavaria, alongside women from Spain, Italy, Greece,
Yugoslavia, Morocco, Tunisia, and Turkey. While Nour sports a mini
skirt, the women in the village wear headscarves. The working condi-
tions in the factory are questionable. The pay is unfair. When Nour
learns of a women's strike in Thuringia in the twenties, she is inspired
and takes on this country: together with her friends she decides to
fight for workers' rights, especially those of working women.
In her debut work, The Optimists, Gün Tank celebrates the many
women who helped construct and change this country, and yet barely
play a role in German history. Strong women, courageous women:
our mothers and grandmothers.

S. FISCHER 5

https://bilder-fischer.s3.eu-central-1.amazonaws.com/sampletranslations/9783103971361_english_translation.pdf


February 2022 · 192 pages

Katerina Poladjan was born in
Moscow, grew up in Rome and Vienna
and now lives in Germany. A play-
wright and essayist, her prose debut
One Night, Elsewhere was followed by
Maybe Marseille, and she also co-wrote
the literary travelogue Beyond Siberia
with Henning Fritsch. She has been
nominated for both the Alfred Döblin
Prize and the European Prize for Liter-
ature and participated in the 2015 Festi-
val of German-Language Literature in
Klagenfurt. For Hier sind Löwen she
received grants from the German Liter-
ature Fund, the Berlin Senate and the
Tarabya Cultural Academy in Istanbul.
Zukunftsmusik was shortlisted for the
LEIPZIG BOOK FAIR PRIZE 2022
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Katerina Poladjan

Upheaval

• "One could say that [Katerina Poladjan] has written the
'book of the hour' that must be read now, in the face of
Russian great power fantasies." - Der SPIEGEL, Xaver von
Cranach

• "Katerina Poladjan has written one of the very great con-
temporary German novels, which is read differently now in
times of war than it was in times of peace." — ARD, Denis
Scheck

• English sample translation available online

Rights sold to: DK (Klara W) | IT (SEM) | NL (Wereldbibliotheek)

Four women from four generations, one communal apartment,
and the end of an era

This is a story of change: in the vast Siberian expanse, one thousand
versts east of Moscow, a grandmother, mother, daughter, and grand-
daughter live together in one room of a communal apartment,
beneath crumbling plaster that hearkens back to bygone days. It is
March 11, 1985, and the world is at a historical turning-point that no
one can yet anticipate. The engineer next door continues to sort his
life into little boxes; Varvara helps deliver a baby; Maria dreams of
love; and Janka sings in the kitchen at night.

UPHEAVAL is a powerful novel about four lives on a turning-point, a
lost world whose tremors we can still feel today, and the absurdity of
life and its great question: “How should we live?”

In this incisive chronicle of our time, Katerina Poladjan shows once
again that German literature is, above all, European literature. Music
of the Future is a timeless novel replete with tender humor that turns
to the age-old, yet ever-pressing question of how we should live.

“UPHEAVAL is the quintessence of a novel: as powerful and beautiful
and clear as thirty novels.” — Monika Rinck

“Strong dialogues, moving portraits. Katerina Poladjan has mastered
the art of elision, and yet her novels are all atmosphere.” — Meike
Feßmann on HERE ARE LIONS

S. FISCHER 6

https://bilder-fischer.s3.eu-central-1.amazonaws.com/sampletranslations/9783103971026_english_translation.pdf


November 2022 · 208 pages

Christoph Ransmayr, born in Austria
in 1954, studied philosophy and ethnol-
ogy in Vienna. Alongside popular and
internationally acclaimed novels such as
"Die letzte Welt" (The last World), "Cox
oder Der Lauf der Zeit" (Cox or the
Course of Time) and "Atlas eines
ängstlichen Mannes" (Atlas of an Anx-
ious Man), he has published ten works
of prose in which he experiments with
narrative form. His books have been
translated into over thirty languages
and have received numerous literary
awards, including the Friedrich Hölder-
lin, the Franz Kafka, and the Bert
Brecht prizes, the Kleist Prize, the Premio
Mondello, and, together with Salman
Rushdie, the European Union's Prix Aris-
teion, as well as the Prix du meilleur livre
étranger and the Prix Jean Monnet de Lit-
térature Européenne.
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Christoph Ransmayr

Under a Sky of Sugar

• With illustrations by Anselm Kiefer

• Christoph Ransmayr's books have received numerous
literary awards, including the Friedrich Hölderlin, the Franz
Kafka, and the Bert Brecht prizes, the Kleist Prize, the Pre-
mio Mondello, and, together with Salman Rushdie,
the European Union's Prix Aristeion, as well as the Prix du
meilleur livre étranger and the Prix Jean Monnet de Littéra-
ture Européenne and have been translated into over thirty
languages.

• Cox or The Course Of Time sold to F (Albin Michel) | TR
(Yapi Kredi) | WEL (Seagull) | NL (Prometheus) | I (Feltrinelli) | N (Pelikanen) | SLO
(Cankarjeva Zalozba Zaloznistvo) | PRC (Phoenix-Power (Simplified Chinese) | HU
(Pesti Kalligram) | PL (Jagiellonski) | RO (Humanitas) | SRB (Geopoetika) | BG (Atlantis
KL) | ES (Editorial Anagrama (Spanish World)) | HR (Leykam) | EG (Al Kotob)

"In the first of those adventurous, enigma-filled years sometimes rap-
turously called childhood, I heard stories mostly as songs." The first
stories in Christoph Ransmayr's life were the songs of a domestic
women's choir, in which his mother and one of her maids sang every-
thing that should be told to a child. Following this example, Christoph
Ransmayr now tells in ballads and poems of adventurous journeys
not only into the high mountains, into the blue of the sky or to the
shores of the sea, but also through time.

Anselm Kiefer accompanies Ransmayr's ballads and poems with a
series of watercolors that he has created exclusively for this volume.

A large-format, opulently decorated volume with the most current
work of Christoph Ransmayr: Ballads and Poems, illustrated by
Anselm Kiefer

S. FISCHER 7



August 2021 · 432 pages

July 2022 · 192 pages

FICTION | LITERARY FICTION

Antje Rávik Strubel

Blue Woman

Winner of the German Book Prize 2021

Sample translation available

Do we have the right to remain silent?
Adina grew up as the last teenager in her village in the Czech Giant
Mountains. While attending a language course in Berlin, she meets a pho-
tographer named Rickie, who gets her an internship in an arts center in
the Uckermark. After being raped by a West German cultural politician,
she sets out on an odyssey that takes her across half of Europe. In the end,
Adina is stranded in Helsinki where Leonides, an Estonian politician and
member of the European parliament, becomes her emotional anchor.
While he campaigns for human rights, Adina seeks a way out of her inner
exile.
"Blue Woman" is a stirring account of a young woman's struggle for integrity. On the road from the Czech
Republic to Finland, to Estonia and Germany, her experiences reflect the recent power struggles between
Eastern and Western Europe.

'A little work of wonder in contemporary prose literature (...) masterly.' Fritz J. Raddatz, Die Welt

Rights sold to: F (Les Escales) | FIN (Minerva Kustannus) | HR (Ljevak) | I (Voland)

Antje Rávik Strubel

You Can Never Cease Saying Your
Piece. Essays

What kind of society is this and what's missing? Essays by the Ger-
man Book Prize recipient Antje Rávik Strubel

Antje Rávik Strubel scrutinizes current social conditions. Her engaged and
at the same time poetic voice provides a counterpoint to the hue and cry.
She makes the case for a playful, adventurous, and bold use of language;
for an emphatic and attentive coexistence; and for an array of ways to live
and love. She writes of Virginia Woolf and Selma Lagerlöf, of reaching for
the stars and departing into the unknown. These critical, literary, and per-
sonal speeches and essays range from the end of the 19th to the beginning
of the 21st century, and with the requisite feminist subtleties they open up
other pages of the social map.
Cover designed by Judith Schalansky.

S. FISCHER 8

https://bilder-fischer.s3.eu-central-1.amazonaws.com/sampletranslations/9783103971019_english_translation.pdf


August 2022 · 320 pages

August 2022 · 336 pages

LITERARY FICTION | FICTION

Thomas Hürlimann

The Red Diamond

• Nominated for the Swiss Book Prize

A masterly tale about a boarding school and a parable for our time.

'Fit in and you'll survive,' is what eleven-year-old Arthur Goldau is told
when his mother drops him off at a monastic boarding school high up in
the Swiss mountains in the autumn of 1963. Here, where the snow starts
falling in September, and where the former Austrian Empress Zita visits
every year, he becomes 'Pupil 230' and learns what generations before him
learned. But the enormous old monestary, in which times doesn't seem to
pass, harbours a secret: an enormous, valuable diamond from the crown
of the Habsburg monarchy has allegedly been hidden when the Austrian
monarchy fell in 1918. While Arthur and his friends search for the dia-
mond deep within the catacombs of the monstrery and history, the old world collapses around them. Rose,
the village girl with a missing tooth, introduces him to love as Bob Dylan's 'The Times They Are a-Changin'
wafts through the corridors.

Volker Jarck

Robust Hearts

At the spot where the river of her hometown flows into the sea, Katia
tosses her wedding ring into the waves after twelve years of marriage.
During this night of snot and tears, Katia's younger sister Milena also
stumbles and trembles. And Leon, her 'middle brother', who has fled from
the North Sea coast to the big town, saves a life at dawn and plans to
depart for love. Between Tallstedt, Münster, and Berlin, the siblings strug-
gle with the question of what family means. Together they press against
the wind that life blows around our ears - until our hearts find a home.

'So warm and poetic. Every crisis in life can be overcome provided there
are people to catch you - perhaps that's the charm of one's homeland.'
Fraedherike (bookstagram)

S. FISCHER 9



July 2022 · 64 pages

January 2023 · 368 pages

FEMINISM | LITERARY FICTION | FICTION

Sharon Dodua Otoo

Herr Gröttrup Takes a Seat. Three
Texts

Sharon Dodua Otoo's Ingeborg Bachmann Prize texts finally in a
single volume

The jury judged Herr Gröttrup setzt sich hin to be 'a cool text' when the
author won the Bachmann Prize in 2016 with the first story she wrote in
German. Four years later, Otoo herself held the opening speech: 'Should
Black Flowers Be Allowed to Paint?' Her mix of polemic and humour,
social criticism and empathy once again caused a furore. This new book
brings both texts together with a further, previously unpublished text - an
imaginary trip to Klagenfurt with her parents.

English translation available

Otoo is the charismatic spokesperson of a new generation: Black, confident, feminist. Ada's Realm, the
author's first novel, was a sparking debut. Her storytelling shows that 'Our world can be shaken at any time',
Sandra Kegel said when Otoo won the Bachmann Prize.

Ada's Realm sold to US (Riverhead) | UK (MacLehose) | I (Enne Enne) | JP (Hakusuisha) | NL (Signatuur) |
NOR (Det Norske Samlaget). Full English translation available.

Marlene Streeruwitz

Days in May

A moving novel about mothers and daughters and the growing gap
between the generations

Cheerful laughter can be heard from the Prater park. Konstanze perceives
it as an echo from a distant past when she was not yet reduced to her vac-
cination certificate and cut off from life.
Every day she posts a video clip on TikTok, so as to be visible in the
world. Veronica gave up studying to take up a job as a receptionist and
wonders if she should become vegetarian or vegan.
Both are glued to Netflix in the evening, where Anita Rodriguez in
Buenos Aires in the 1930s dreams of a career as a singer. Konstanze and
Veronica are rivited. Their texts about the series are the only exchanges
between mother and daughter.
Will the spring finally bring liberation from isolation and lockdown? Marlene Streeruwitz tells the story of
her heroines with an eye on current events: Days in May.

Rights to previous titles sold to: Japan, Poland, Russia, Korea, Bulgaria, Belarus, Macedonia.

S. FISCHER 10



October 2022 · 176 pages

September 2022 · 400 pages

Paul Maar

A Dog with Wings. Inventions and
Experiences

Paul Maar's "A Dog with Wings" brings together unpublished writ-
ings from a long writing life.

Philipp is stuck in a rut. Then one day he meets a young woman, who is
sitting barefoot on the wall of the cemetery. A married couple quarrels
about everyday stuff over breakfast, while a terrible plan of revenge takes
shape. As an ingenious fool, Herr Lampert overcomes life's adventures in
his own way. And a king's son goes through the door that should not be
opened.
Paul Maar's stories – supplemented by unpublished travel memoirs,
poems, and drawings – uncover the comic in the tragic and the serious
side of humour, the child in the adult. They know the abysses of the soul and fly over them, lightly and with
the full power of the imagination. These are aspects of a long writing life that have remained hidden up until
now. They are a gift.

Paul Maar is one of the most popular and successful German children's and YA authors. S. Fischer has previ-
ously published How it All Came About. Novel about my Childhood. Maar's work has received numerous
awards, including the E.T.A. Hoffmann Prize and the Friedrich Rückert Prize. Several schools have also been
named after him.

Nils Minkmar

Montaigne's Cat

A historical novel about a society that is on the edge of collapse

On a winter's night in 1584, a secret visitor travels to the castle of Michel
de Montaigne, who is playing cards with his wife and daughter. Thus
begins for the fifty-year-old author of the Essais and his younger wife
Françoise the story of a time that threatens to fall apart on account of self-
interest. Will they succeed in forming King Henry IV out of the dreamy
Protestant Henri de Navarre, so he can heal the disunited country? The
path ahead is full of traps.
In his first novel, which is inspired by historical events, Nils Minkmar
writes of a society that is about to fall apart owing to self-interest. Vividly
a world that has much in common with our own emerges before the
reader's eyes, reminding us that only curiosity, cats, and melons can save
us.

S. FISCHER 11
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September 2022 · 288 pages

Richard David Precht, born in 1964, is a
philosopher, journalist, and author, and
one of the most prominent intellectuals
in the German-speaking area. He is an
honorary professor of philosophy at
Leuphana University in Lüneburg and
honorary professor of philosophy and
aesthetics at the Hanns Eisler Univer-
sity of Music in Berlin.

Harald Welzer is one of the most
pugnacious intellectuals in Germany.
With wit and judicious argumention, he
attempts to bring about a better and
more open society, sustainability, and
democracy. He directs FUTURZWEI.
Stiftung Zukunftsfähigkeit and is a pro-
fessor of Transformation Design in
Flensburg. He also teaches at St. Gallen
University and at the ETH in Zurich.

POLITICS & CURRENT AFFAIRS | NON-FICTION

Richard David Precht, Harald Welzer

The Fourth Estate. How the
Majority View Is Forged, Even
If it Isn't Valid

• No. 1 SPIEGEL Bestseller

• Two of Germany's most important intellectuals on a hot
topic: the relationship between the mass media and
democracy

• Richard David Precht and Harald Welzer's books have been
translated into 36 languages

The first co-authored book by bestselling authors Richard
David Precht and Harald Welzer: On how the mass media are
endangering democracy

What the mass media report frequently diverges from the views and
impressions of large segments of the population – particularly when
it comes to explosive events. This often creates the impression that
the mass media in Germany are being manipulated by the govern-
ment or 'the state'. But the current alignment of the press is not the
result of deliberate manipulation. The mass media in Germany do not
conduct state propaganda. They engage in their own opinion making:
with an increasingly strong tendency towards bias, simplification,
moralising, sensationalising, and defaming. And they constitute echo
chambers that are constantly on the lookout for what their rivals are
saying or writing, and are anxious not to deviate from those opinions.
Such anxiety is the best possible compost for the decomposition of
society. Immoderateness and one-sidedness destroy frank and in-
depth discussion, the democratic struggle for good solutions.

In their first co-authored book, bestselling authors Richard David
Precht and Harald Welzer analyse the mechanisms that have led us
down this blind alley: how can a liberal democracy with a pluralistic
media landscape imperil itself in such a way? How has this come
about in Germany? How could and can the media landscape be made
even less free by the 'fourth estate'? And what does published opinion
constitute when it bears so little connection to public opinion?

We have to understand how our democracy is being undermined not
by means of despotism and power 'from on high' but by the public
sphere itself - only then will the 'fourth estate' once again be able to
do justice to its role.

S. FISCHER 13



September 2022 · 192 pages

Diane Messner was born in Luxem-
bourg in 1980. She co-founded Messner
Mountain Heritage (MMH) with her
husband, in order to carry traditional
mountain climbing into the future and
to hand on respectful treatment of
nature as embodied by Reinhold Mess-
ner.
Reinhold Messner, born in 1944, is the
most famous mountaineer and adven-
turer of our time. As an extreme moun-
tain climber, pioneer and ‘philosopher
in action’, he has constantly set new
benchmarks. As an author and film-
maker, Messner now fights for an eco-
logically sustainable treatment of
nature, running mountain farms and
developing his mountain museum, the
Messner Mountain Museum with its six
sites.

Diane and Reinhold Messner have been
married since 2021.

SOCIETY | NON-FICTION

Reinhold Messner, Diane Messner

Allegories. Doing Without as
Inspiration for a Successful
Life

• Contains unpublished photos

• Reinhold Messner's books have been translated into 16
languages

Rights sold to: I (Rizzoli)

Reinhold Messner writes about the key to his successes: the
ability, to cast off ballast and to renounce instead of consume

Reinhold Messner writes in Allegories about what his successes con-
sist of: the ability to unload useless baggage, doing without instead of
consuming. What led him out of the narrow confines of a farming vil-
lage in the Dolomites onto the highest summit in the world? What
motivates him today? Which values accompanied him on his journey,
and what is the decisive role played by renunciation? But Messner
does not only pose this question with regard to his own life. Ques-
tions that affect us all are at the heart of this work: sustainability, cli-
mate change, and generational justice. How does he deal with aging,
and what do death, religion, and spirituality mean to him? Messner
also doesn't avoid very private issues, speaking openly about crises
and disappointments, separations and fresh starts in love. He assigns
an important role to his wife Diane, who has her own opinion of the
famous man - and speaks of it here for the first time.

S. FISCHER 14



March 2023 · 432 pages

Alexandra Przyrembel, born in 1965,
is a Professor of the History of Euro-
pean Modernism at Fern University in
Hagen. After completing an apprentice-
ship in Rowohlt Publishing House, she
studied history and Literature in Ham-
burg and at Cornell. In 2001, she com-
pleted a doctorate at the TU in Berlin
entitled "Rassenschande. Rein-
heitsmythos und Vernichtungslegitima-
tion". In 2010, she qualified as a profes-
sor at the University of Göttingen with
a work on colonial history of knowl-
edge, which was published in 2011 as
"Verbote und Geheimnisse. Das Tabu
und die Genese der europäischen Mod-
erne".
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HISTORY | NON-FICTION

Alexandra Przyrembel

Under the Spell of Evil. Ilse
Koch – a Chapter in German
Social History, 1933 to 1970

• The trial against Ilse Koch was a media scandal in the
1950s

• One of the few female NS perpetrators to be convicted

• On how postwar society dealt with NS crimes

The post-war trials of Ilse Koch, the wife of the Commandant of
Buchenwald

Ilse Koch was the wife of the SS Commandant of Buchenwald and
one of the few female NS perpetrators to have been convicted. The
historian Alexandra Przyrembel sketches out her life in an informed
search through the evidence, describing the trial and international
reports on it as well as the time Koch spent in the women's prison in
Aichach and the support of the secret 'Stille Hilfe' network.
Ilse Koch (1906 - 1967) joined the NSDAP already in 1932. In 1936 she
married the later Commandant of Buchenwald. And in 1947 she was
placed before a US court in Germany, and in 1950/51 she stood before
a German court, which condemned her to lifelong imprisonment.
The international press reported extensively on the 'Witch of Buchen-
wald', who was considered to have been especially cruel. From the
National Socialist era to the trial of Koch to her suicide in 1967,
Przyrembel reconstructs the various narratives on Ilse Koch. In the
process, she reveals how the concepts of violence, gender, and guilt
became crystalized in her person, and why.
For the post-war German societies it becomes clear: the more cruelly
Ilse Koch was depicted, the more possible it was for Germans to dis-
tance themselves from her and to excuse themselves. A clever,
enlightening study of personalized evil, which is located beyond the
human sphere.

S. FISCHER 15



August 2022 · 192 pages

Dana Giesecke is the scientific director
of FUTURZWEI. Stiftung Zukunfts-
fähigkeit. She studied sociology, art his-
tory, and communication and market-
ing. From 2007 to 2011, she directed the
business office of the German Society
for Sociology at the Institute for
Advanced Studies in the Humanities in
Essen.
Harald Welzer directs FUTURZWEI.
Stiftung Zukunftsfähigkeit and is a pro-
fessor of Transformation Design in
Flensburg. Fischer has published a
number of his works, including Selbst
denken, Die smarte Diktatur. Ein
Angriff auf unsere Freiheit, and
Nachruf auf mich selbst.

POLITICS & CURRENT AFFAIRS | NON-FICTION

Dana Giesecke (Hg.), Harald Welzer (Hg.)

Too Late for Pessimism. The
Anti-Frustration Book for
Those Who Want to Change
Something

• For the tenth anniversary of the FUTURZWEI foundation,
which campaigns for a sustainable and open society that
is worthy of our grandchildren

• With Illustrations by Katja Berlin ("Torten der Wahrheit")
amongst others

Carrying on is worth it! A means against frustration in the
struggle for a better world.

Why it is worth fighting for a better future in spite of everything: This
handbook edited by Dana Giesecke and Harald Welzer, brings
together creative strategies for keeping on keeping on. People who
have shown particular persistence in campaigning for a just world
reveal their strategies for dealing with frustration and pessimism.
A barely achievable 1.5 degree celcius goal , discussions on the speed
limit and phasing out coal, and a political system that pursues unsus-
tainable business as usual: engagement for a sustainable society
requires perseverance and the ability to resist. Behind successful
change there are often quite personal crises and setbacks.
'Too Late for Pessimism' takes a look behind the scenes. The volume
reports on crises on the meaning of life and on downers, but also on
coping strategies that can help increase frustration tolerance levels.
The result is a book that promotes tireless resistance. For times of
doubt and to help predict pitfalls. To inspire courage and to
strengthen perseverence. An anti-frustration book for all - who are
needed.
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August 2022 · 256 pages

August 2022 · 224 pages

NON-FICTION

Katrin Eigendorf

Putin's War . How the People in
Ukraine are Fighting for our
Freedom

In Germany, Vladimir Putin was not taken seriously enough for far too
long. With his war against Ukraine, he has brought war back to Europe.
And suddenly everything that has been taken for granted up until now has
been thrown into question: peace and freedom, security and affluence.
Katrin Eigendorf has been reporting for ZDF from Ukraine for several
years. Here she writes of her encounters with people who lost everything
from one day to the next, of families torn apart, and children who have
been robbed of their childhood. These are encounters that frequently go
to the very threshold of pain, even for a reporter. But it has never been
more important to Katrin Eigendorf to be on the ground and to show what is really at stake in Ukraine: a
people's struggle for freedom and democracy - in Europe too.

Laura Cazés (Hg.)

Of Course We Didn't Stay. Being
Jewish in Germany

What does it mean to be Jewish in Germany today?

Whenever Jewish life is discussed in Germany, it is above all with refer-
ence to the Shoah and anti-Semitism. This, though, turns Jews into
objects of these subjects, which are admittedly intricately connected to
the country in which they live. But their own multifaceted lives scarcely
feature in social discourse.
The authors of this volume perform a radical shift of perspective by mak-
ing clear the diversity of Jewish positions and speaking for themselves as
Jews. They write about roles they are assigned, about the discomfort that
the presence of living Jews sometimes brings about, about the pain they
feel and the gaps they sense, but also about opportunities and hopes. And they make it undeniably clear that
the ambivalent relationship each of them has to this country remains unresolved.
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October 2002 · 320 pages

September 2022 · 368 pages

NON-FICTION

Alice Schwarzer

The Slight Difference and Its
Large Consequences

Women talk about themselves. What they have to say breaks with
taboos and debunks the myth of “sexual liberation”. Alice Schwarzer’s
book The Slight Difference and Its Great Consequences appeared in
August 1975. It made the author famous overnight and ignited a debate
that is still ongoing.

In a series of representative conversations – with women ranging from
21 to 52, from housewives to students, and the “happily married” to
prostitutes – Schwarzer sounded women out. On their sexuality and
their life, which the former reflected. On their everyday lives and their
sexual repression. On the basis of the transcripts, she then analyses the
consequences of the “slight difference” between women and men. To mark her 80th birthday, this classic
and international bestseller is being reissued with a new foreword.

- New edition with an up-to-date foreword to mark the author’s 80th birthday

- Alice Schwarzer is one of Germany’s most important and controversial feminists

- Film documentary in cinemas in December

Klaus Zeyringer

A Pinch of Brevity. A Short
History of the Press Told Through
Miscellaneous News

An unsual take on the history of the press

A history of newspapers told through 'Miscellaneous News' sections:
Klaus Zeyringer shows how life and goings-on, anxieties and lust for sen-
sationalism have been reflected in miscellaneous news since the 17th cen-
tury.
Celestial phenomena, three-headed children, and railway disasters. From
theirs beginnings, newspapers have featured sensational events on a large
and small scale: Brief Chronicles, Miscellanies, Faits Divers. Through
these often bizarre and frequently tragicomedic genres, Klaus Zeyringer
recounts the development of the press in Europe and America. His witty forays through four centuries make
for enjoyable reading and offer cultural insights: of how the Pope blesses nappies, a monk tests purgatory,
the French Revolution disturbs a dinner party, how the Wild West becomes frontpage news, and how
brevity flourishes digitally today. The geniuses of storytelling in three lines are Kleist, Fénéon, and Karl
Kraus; Diderot, Bettina von Arnim, and James Joyce also feature. And on the small stage of the press there
are robbers and prophers, living dead and headless horsemen.
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October 2022 · 512 pages

September 2022 · 224 pages

NON-FICTION

Josef M. Gaßner, Jörn Müller

Cosmology. The Greatest Story
of all Time

• Over 20,000 copies of Können wir die Welt verstehen?
sold

• Their own YouTube channel (Urknall, Weltall und das
Leben) with 250,000 subscribers

• Printed throughout in four-colour, with numerous vivid
graphics

What caused the big bang and what preceded it? Are there spatial and
temporal limits? Is life an eternal model for success or will it come to an
end? Astrophysicist and cosmologist Josef M. Gassner and the experi-
mental physicist get to the bottom of these and other questions in a clear
fashion. Along the way, the authors address the Informational paradox of black holes, Hawking radiation
and Rindler spacetime. They report on infinitely hot objects, which are as large as a planet and yet obey the
laws of the most minute objects, those of quantum mechanics. They write of dark matter, dark energy, nega-
tive pressure, entropic gravitation, and much more besides.
Whoever engages with this book will view our world and their own existence with completely fresh eyes!

Anita Albus

Monkey Business

To commemorate Anita Albus's 80th birthday: A new richly
illustrated volume on the life of apes

Following on from her successful books on rare birds, flowers, and
butterflies, Anita Albus devotes herself to our closest relatives: apes.
The 'business' she writes of is more moving than ever: we learn of the
orangutang's gentleness, experience tyrannical male baboons and
bonobos, whose communal life is based above all on the motto 'Make
love not war'. As always, Albus takes us on an extensive journey, from
the ancient Egyptians to the rain forests of Borneo to Europe. And as
always she combines knowledge about nature and history with the
exacting, loving gaze of an artist, who constantly lets nature's magic
speak for itself. For this opulently illustrated volume she has chosen
22 colourful images from Buffon's legendary Histoire naturelle.

'Not just the most beautiful book of the year, but one of the cleverest.' Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung on Son-
nenfalter und Mondmotten.
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October 2022 · 208 pages

Tommy Jaud is a German writer, satirist
and screenwriter. Jaud landed at No. 1
on the bestseller lists back in 2004 with
his first novel, "Total Idiot." In 2006,
"remaining vacation days," a "belter of a
contemporary novel" (DER SPIEGEL),
topped the list. The movie adaptations
of both books attracted nearly two mil-
lion viewers. Born in Franconia, he lives
in Cologne, Vienna and Bamberg.
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HUMOUR & COMEDY | COMMERCIAL NON-FICTION

Tommy Jaud

Tommy Jaud, Nothing done
and yet exhuasted

• Tommy Jaud has sold over 5.8 million books!

• Previous titles translated into 18 languages! (Italy, Lithua-
nia, Netherlands, China, Korea, Serbia, Slovenia, Israel,
Hungary, Denmark, Czech Republic, Estonia, Turkey,
Poland, Russia, Bulgaria, Portugal, Spain, France)

Why is filing your taxes more complicated than learning Hebrew? Is it
okay to drive annoying advertising callers crazy? Why does it take
longer to make the apartment ready for a robot vacuum cleaner than
to vacuum it yourself? And what to do with the time when the deliv-
ery service reports that the sports socks are only seven stops away?
Everyday life is crazy. But it's also crazy funny. If you tackle it like
bestselling comedy author Tommy Jaud, you have the best chance of
mastering life while laughing out loud.
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Arno Strobel

Fake. Who's going to belive
you now?

• #1 Best Seller

• 2.2 million books sold by Arno Strobel at FISCHER

• Arno Strobel's books have been translated into numerous
languages: Spain, China, Korea, Netherlands, Poland,
France, Russia, Turkey, Romania

"You didn't do it. But they have you on video. Who's going to
believe you now?"

Patrick Dostert is looking forward to a day off with his wife Julia
when two police officers show up at his door before breakfast. Patrick
invites them in, and from one minute to the next everything changes
for him. He is suspected of having abused and kidnapped a woman
three days earlier. Patrick has an alibi for the night of the crime, but
the only witness who could exonerate him remains untraceable. And
the victim's best friend incriminates him heavily. Patrick maintains
his innocence until the video turns up. The video in which he can be
seen. Even though he has never seen the victim. But no one believes
him. He is taken into custody and is to be sentenced. And can do
absolutely nothing, because pictures say more than a thousand words.
Or do they?

The new psychological thriller from the No. 1 bestselling author in
Germany

Arno Strobel loves borderline experiences and shares them with his
readers. That's why his thrillers are like exciting voyages to the dark
corners of the human soul and don't stop at even the most primal
fears.
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August 2022 · 416 pages

October 2022 · 464 pages

HISTORICAL FICTION | COMMERCIAL FICTION

Charlotte Blum

The Telephonist – The
Murderer's Message

• The first exciting case for the telephonist Alma Täuber
• Atmospherically irridescent, sophisticated, and enthralling:

Set in Baden-Baden in the 1920s
• For readers of Anne Stern's Fräulein Gold series

Alma Täuber investigates between illustrious spa guests and illegal
casinos – the first case for the telephonist.

Baden-Baden, 1922. Telephonist Alma Täuber loves her work, which she
masters through skill and energy. Together with her best friend Emmi,
she enjoys being free and carefree, and leading a self-determined life.
When Alma happens to overhear part of a conversation while connecting a call, she is captivated by the
voice of the caller, who speaks of a job carried out 'in the colonnades'. Alma looks into the matter and dis-
covers that a woman has been found murdered there. But the police do not believe that there is any connec-
tion between the murder and the call - apart from Inspector Ludwig Schiller.
Bold and decisive, Alma does not allow herself to be sidetracked and, together with Schiller, she moves
between fashionable spa hotels and illegal casinos in search of the murderer.

Jörg Maurer

Shorty

• SPIEGEL bestselling author Jörg Maurer loves to surprise
his readers. In his novels, enigmatic wit and unexpected
twists make him one of the most beloved contemporary
German writers

• His fourteen novels are all bestsellers
• Total circulation of all books by Jörg Maurer: over 3 million

copies

Shorty is an unsettled spirit. His professional career is as unsteady as his
private life. He is currently repairing electrical wiring in a construction
office and is considering whether to invite Bluna, the architect who
works there, for coffee. Suddenly, he hears a voice in his headphones
addressing him directly by name: "Shorty? Can you understand me?" The voice has an assignment for him.
He is to carry out a small task in the voltage transformation substation where he also works, supposedly to
save the world. The voice introduces himself as a highly intelligent alien and assures him it's simple. All he
has to do is trigger a short circuit at the right time. Shorty goes along with it, but it goes thoroughly wrong.
A huge mess emerges - not only in the town where Shorty lives, but all over the world. Shorty's problem: the
whole world thinks it’s his faultr. Which is a bit unfair, but not entirely wrong ....
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