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»The author has a wonderful feel for  
language and, with her captivating story-

telling, virtually pulled me into this  
powerful biographical novel.«

Anja Judith 
THalia Bücher 

Hamburg

»Unwanted Daughters is not a loud  
novel, but one that lingers and  

encourages readers to reflect on their 
own families and their stories.«

 Irem Özkalgay  
Harper’s Bazaar

»This multigenerational novel is like  
a river: the ordinary currents of life  

cannot conceal the fateful beneath them. 
Family is elemental – it is always there. 

Such a wonderful book!«

Mechthild Heinen 
Buchhandlung Lehmkuhl 

München

»The Buddenbrooks of the 20th century 
– told from a female perspective.«

Marius Schiffer
Buchhandlung Janssen 

Bochum

»Miriam Carbe takes us into the  
history of her family and gives us an  
extraordinary reading experience! As  
you read, you know: at the end of the  

story stands the author herself –  
the unwanted Black daughter.«

Antonia Stock
Buchhandlung Libra

OBERURSEL

»What an extraordinarily impressive and 
deeply moving book! With her debut about 

four generations of German women, Miriam 
Carbe has achieved a major literary triumph.  

I wholeheartedly wish this work – and its  
author  – the German Book Prize.«

Sophie von Lenthe 
Buchhandlung Isartal

Schäftlarn

»Miriam Carbe places herself  

in the tradition of great female  

storytellers. She does not tell history 

from the perspective of those at its 

centre, but instead focuses on those 

who move along its margins. With 

Unwanted Daughters, Miriam Carbe 

demonstrates that great storytelling 

sometimes emerges precisely when 

we listen to the quieter voices.«
Undine Fuchs  

Deutschlandfunk

UNWANTED 
DAUGHTERS
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Miriam Carbe, 

born 1967, has German and Nigerian roots and 

grew up in a family of women, all of whom kept 

diaries and wrote personal memoirs. After her 

mother’s death, she inherited several boxes of 

notebooks, the oldest dating back to 1908. Miriam 

Carbe has three children and lives in Frankfurt am 

Main. She studied in Munich, London and Frank-

furt, completed her training at the German School 

of Journalism, and has worked as an editor for  

Arte since 2011.

Miriam Carbe

Unwanted Daughters

576 pages

May 2026

• Miriam Carbe intertwines fiction and 

  history to create a powerful family saga 

• A compelling novel about what we pass 

  on from one generation to the next

• Epic in scope and timeless in impact – 

  a masterpiece

The story of a German family across 

a century: Margarethe, Marianne, Monika,  

Miriam. They love one another, hurt one 

another, and each struggles for independence. 

Raised in Dresden’s educated bourgeois  

milieu, they see husbands and fathers lost to 

the world wars. The family’s deepest rupture 

unfolds after their move to the West, when in 

the 1960s Monika, the highly intelligent yet 

fragile granddaughter, insists on having  

a Black child outside marriage, defying all  

social conventions. With empathy, intensity, 

and narrative force, Miriam Carbe makes  

an entire century come alive. Unwanted 

Daughters is an epic, intimate family novel 

about what we inherit – and what we pass on.

Sales 

Italy (Fazi), Netherlands (Meulenhoff)

MIRIAM CARBE

F I C T I O N

»In a moving  
family saga,  
Miriam Carbe
traces the course 
of an entire  
century.« Mariana Leky

»We experience these 

women’s lives in full 

and, by the end, feel as 

though it were our own 

family’s story. Painful 

and healing at once.« 
Maria-Christina Piwowarski

43

English sample 
translation  
available
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Yael Inokai

was born in 1989 in Basel, and now lives in Berlin. 

Her second novel, Mahlstrom (2017), received 

the Swiss Literature Prize in 2018. She received 

the Anna Seghers Prize 2022 and the Clemens 

Brentano Prize 2023 for her novel Ein simpler 

Eingriff (2022). 

Yael Inokai

The Oyster 

224 pages

July 2026• Yael Inokai writes delicately and  

  ambivalently about the rift between  

  rich and poor

• An enthralling, profound novel about  

  social invisibility in all its many forms

The managing director of a legendary depart-

ment store is found murdered. But before the 

police arrive on the scene, Leonora Bloch has 

already removed all traces of the crime, as 

discreetly and thoroughly as she has dealt with 

every kind of disorder she has encountered in 

her 45 years as Dr Bronstett’s cleaner. When 

the investigation points to the oyster bar on the 

5th floor, we are transported directly to the heart 

of the microcosm formed by this department 

store, which lives from a paradoxical longing 

for its past glory combined with affordable  

luxury. And in this world in which lustre and  

misery, poverty and wealth collide, no one 

seems to know their way around as disarmingly 

well as the 74-year-old Leonora. But does she 

really know all the store’s secrets – and  

which ones is she guarding herself?  

Yael Inokai, a celebrated prose stylist, here 

gives life to a crime story that carries within 

 it a finely-woven web of human destinies.

Sales 

Netherlands (De Geus)

YAEL INOKAI

F I C T I O N

A legendary luxury  

department store,  

a dead managing  

director and a 

faithful cleaner 

who protects more 

secrets than  

she betrays

English sample 
translation  
available

Selected  
by Translate  
Swiss Books
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Julia von Lucadou

Times of  

Heightened Danger  

224 pages

August 2026

Jot, mid-fifties, leaves nothing to chance. His 

whole existence is defined by planning and 

control – and he has found his dream job with 

a company which sells bunkers to the super 

rich, and has of course allowed him to make 

his own private preparations for any emergency. 

But one day, while out on his daily jog, he 

stumbles on a dead body, and his carefully  

designed system of protection starts to crum-

ble. He can no longer get rid of the image of 

this half-naked body. But why is the police  

talking about a suicide? Shaken to the core, 

Jot has to accept that his perception and me-

mory have gotten out of control, and that he 

will not get any answers unless he dares to  

dig into the hermetically-sealed chambers  

of his own past. A highly topical novel  

about fears and uncertainty in our present, 

crisis-ridden world, and about the  

dangerous power of repression.

F I C T I O N

Julia von Lucadou

has a PhD in Film Studies. She works as an  

assistant director, television commissioner  

and simulated patient, and lives in Cologne.  

Her first novel, Die Hochhausspringerin (2018), 

was on the shortlist for the Swiss Book Prize  

and was awarded the Swiss Literature Prize.  

Hanser has also published her highly-praised 

novel Tick Tack (2022).

• A novel about a man who bunkers 

  away his life and is prepared for any 

  emergency – just not for losing control 

  over his own perception

• Julia von Lucadou writes an 

  impressively intense narrative about

  the abyss opened up by repression

JULIA VON LUCADOU

Sales

Selected Backlist:

Die Hochhausspringerin: France 

(Actes Sud), UK/USA (World Editions), 

Italy (Carbonio), Sweden (Ord Mot Ord)

Tick Tack: Denmark (Straarup & Co.), 

USA/UK (World Editions) 
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A mesmerizing 
novel about a life 
coming undone 

English sample 
translation  
available
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Paulus Hochgatterer

was born 1961 in Amstetten / Lower Austria,  

and lives as a writer and child psychiatrist in 

Vienna. He has received various prizes and 

awards, among them the European Union Prize 

for Literature 2009 and the Austrian Art Prize 

2010. His publications include: Wildwasser (1997), 

Caretta Caretta (1999), Eine kurze Geschichte 

vom Fliegenfischen (2003), Die Süße des Lebens 

(2006), Das Matratzenhaus (2010), Der Tag, an 

dem mein Großvater ein Held war (2017) and 

Fliege fort, fliege fort (2019).

Paulus Hochgatterer

Mio and Immortality

160 pages

August 2026

• The voice of sixteen-year-old Ingemar, 

   who is suffering from a serious illness, 

   lends the story a rare clarity and  

   urgency, illuminating what truly matters

 

• A short novel of remarkable depth, 

  raising fundamental questions about 

  justice, autonomy, the value of human 

  life, and the burden of choice

Ingemar is sixteen and likes to think about 

things. About words, about justice, about  

people. About how decisions are made,  

and about how things got to be the way they 

are. When one day Mio, a young black cat,  

is adopted by Ingemar’s family, everything  

suddenly seems to get out of hand. Mio won’t 

eat when she should, she has a dark spot in 

her eye, she climbs onto the roof and chases  

after birds. Ingemar’s parents are worried, 

and she himself starts to suspect that  

there might be something to all this talk  

about cats having nine lives …

Paulus Hochgatterer’s long-awaited new book 

explores loss and transience, the passing of 

loneliness, and how wonderful it can be to 

have someone immortal at one’s side.

Sales

All rights available

PAULUS HOCHGATTERER

F I C T I O N

»He is never brash, super- 

ficial or platitudinous,  

his sentences only hint  

at things, his language is 

almost laconic, but always 

luminous. It is the power  

of the unsaid that makes  

his writing stand out.« 
Christine Westermann

»A language that 
lives. Above all 
when it is dealing 
with death.« Paul Jandl

English sample 
translation  
available



Tamara Štajner

was born in 1987 in Novo Mesto in Slovenia, and 

is a viola player and a writer. She writes in Slove-

nian and German. In 2024, she won the Merano 

Poetry Prize, and an extract from Luft nach unten 

received the Kelag Prize, which is awarded as 

part of the Ingeborg Bachmann Prize celebra-

tions. Her debut novel Raupenfell was published 

in 2023. She lives and works in Vienna.

• Moving and funny, a family story  

  that is marked by the spirit of the 

  women whose stories it tells

• A powerful and  nuanced novel about 

  daughterhood, motherhood and the  

  ways they shape a woman’s life

»A rousing attempt to pay homage to 
love beyond all the usual models and 

disappointments.« Maja Haderlap
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Tamara Štajner

You Win Some,  

You Lose Some

336 pages

July 2026

Having been away for many years, Iva returns 

to the place where she grew up for the funeral 

of her beloved nanny. She spent considerably 

more time with Marija than with her own mother 

during her childhood in her family’s hotel on the 

shores of Lake Ohrid. But when Iva discovers 

a second name on Marija’s tombstone, she 

uncovers the trail of a family secret …

Tamara Štajner’s protagonist embarks on an 

intense and moving but also gloriously funny 

journey into the past – as well as into the 

future, since Iva is just in the process of trying 

(using the most complicated methods) to  

have a child with her boyfriend. You Win Some,  

You Lose Some is a modern family story which 

is shaped by a varied cast of women.  

A compelling novel about being  

a mother and a daughter.

TAMARA ŠTAJNER

Sales 

All rights available
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Sebastian Haffner

The Daughter

480 pages

With an afterword by 

Annett Gröschner

October 2026

•  An epic, insightful social novel about 

   the politically fraught era of the  

   Weimar Republic

• The moving tale of the emancipation  

  of a young woman who frees herself  

  from the rigid structures of her family

Berlin, October 1926: sixteen-year-old Lulli 

Langfuß wants short hair, nights out, free-

dom. But in Lichterfelde, the sleepy suburb 

where she lives, her irascible father, bossy 

aunt Viktoria and an ancient great-aunt creep 

through the house in felt slippers, dreaming of 

the Kaiser and showing time »that they want 

to have none of it«. When Lulli meets the 

cynical Arvid at a dance, she starts to rebel 

openly and soon tears down the façade of her 

whole existence. Sebastian Haffner’s moving 

first novel, which he wrote three years before 

Parting, is an astoundingly perceptive social 

novel. Written when he was just twenty years 

old, Haffner’s haunting prose style brings to 

life both the upheaval and exuberance of the 

Weimar Republic, and the schizophrenia of  

an emotionally stunted generation.

Sales 

All rights available

SEBASTIAN HAFFNER

F I C T I O N

After Abschied,  
Sebastian 
Haffner’s no. 1 
bestseller, his 
debut novel is 
now published

Sebastian Haffner was born in Berlin in 1907.  

He worked as a journalist, and emigrated to Eng-

land in 1938, where he wrote Geschichte eines 

Deutschen, which was published posthumously. 

He returned to the Federal Republic of Germany 

in 1954, and became one of the most prominent 

journalists in West Germany. He died in 1999.  

His novel Abschied came out with Hanser in 2025. 

Annett Gröschner was born in 1964 in Magde-

burg, and has been living in Berlin since 1983.

She was recently awarded the Fontane Prize, the

Klopstock Prize and the Mainz City Writer's Prize

for Literature.

English sample 
translation  
available
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Thilo Krause

Now You’re a Hero  

272 pages

August 2026

Dresden, 1989: Toni is trying to understand 

why he has a sister only he can see. He fights 

his way through between the silence of his 

family and the boredom of a whole system. 

Flag-raising ceremonies, villages swallowed 

up by open pit mines, disappeared cousins, 

the war-induced severity of parents and 

grandparents come together into a darkly- 

flickering kaleidoscope. It all remains a mystery 

to Toni, until he befriends the school dunce, 

Maik. After Toni saves him from the wrath of  

a teacher who is a true believer in the system, 

they both start to find their way to themselves. 

Written with warmth and wit, Thilo Krause’s 

novel describes the experience of growing up 

in the GDR and the comfort of a friendship 

born out of a past that is not yet over.

F I C T I O N

Thilo Krause

was born in Dresden in 1977, and now lives and 

works in Zürich. He has been publishing literary 

texts in magazines, newspapers and anthologies 

since 2005. He has received numerous awards, 

including the Swiss Literature Prize (2012), the 

Clemens Brentano Prize (2016), and the Robert 

Walser Prize (2020). Recent publications with 

Hanser include Was wir reden, wenn es gewittert 

(poems, 2018), Elbwärts (novel, 2020) and Dass 

uns findet, wer will (poems, 2023).

•  A look back at the last years  

  of the GDR

• Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn 

  in the Elbe Valley

• A streetwise, warm-hearted novel  

  about growing up

THILO KRAUSE

Sales

All rights available

P
h

o
to

 ©
: D

Z
ie

g
le

r,
 A

d
o

b
e 

S
to

ck
, C

a
rl

 H
a

n
se

r 
V

e
rl

a
g

»Atmospheric and  

full of humor, Thilo 

Krause captures the  

secret worlds and  

hidden corners of a

a childhood in the final 

years of the GDR.« 
Lutz Seiler
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Alex Capus

was born in 1961 in Normandy, and now lives in 

Olten. He writes novels, short stories and long-

form journalism. He has received – among other 

awards – the 2020 Solothurn Art Prize for his  

literary work. Recent publications with Hanser 

include the novels Léon und Louise (2011),  

Fast ein bisschen Frühling (2012), Der Fälscher, 

die Spionin und der Bombenbauer (2013), Reisen 

im Licht der Sterne (2015), Das Leben ist gut 

(2016), Königskinder (2018), Susanna (2022)  

and Das kleine Haus am Sonnenhang (2024).

Alex Capus 

Across Country

288 pages 

July 2026• A novel about a guesthouse and  

  the question of how to find  

  contentment in life

• A drama centred on a smuggler  

  and a village that rose up against  

  a Great Power

One hundred years ago, in a Swiss village 

on the border to Germany, young innkeeper 

Arnold is running a guesthouse. Colourful birds 

and dark figures cross over the border – and 

some of them come at night, across country. 

The village wags are regulars at the inn. One 

day, an unknown woman comes through the 

snow on horseback. Her name is Betty. Arnold 

marries her, and has eight children with her. 

Life follows its course until, in 1933, their oldest 

daughter, Clara, falls in love with a smuggler 

called Hermann. He makes enemies of  

uniformed men on both sides of the border, 

which leads to dramatic events – and to the 

village rising up against a Great Power.  

Alex Capus has once more spun a great  

novel out of historical material.

Sales 

All rights available

ALEX CAPUS

F I C T I O N

A riveting story 
that made  
widespread 
headlines  
almost a  
century ago
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Michael Köhlmeier 

was born in 1949, and lives in Hohenems in the 

Vorarlberg region and in Vienna. Recent publica-

tions with Hanser include the novels Zwei Herren 

am Strand (2014), Matou (2021), Frankie (2023), 

Das Philosophenschiff (2024) and Die Verdorbe-

nen (2025), as well as poetry collections and  

the fairytale collection Die Märchen (illustrated  

by Nikolaus Heidelbach, 2019) and the essay coll-

ections Das Schöne. 59 Begeisterungen (2023) 

and Das Gute. 53 Zuneigungen (2025). Michael 

Köhlmeier has received numerous awards.

Michael Köhlmeier

My Private Happiness

320 pages 

August 2026• How do you become the person 

  you are?

• The book of a life – and the novel  

  of a family

• From the nineteen fifties to the present

It all starts with a four-year-old boy from Coburg, 

who doesn’t know that he has parents – until 

one day he takes the train to Lindau. A strange 

man picks him up and takes him to a house, 

where a paralysed woman lies in bed. He is his 

father, she is his mother. How do we become 

who we are? Michael Köhlmeier has written the 

book of his life, the epic story of his family. He 

describes the trauma of the World Wars, and 

how they leave their mark right through to the 

present day, and daily life among relations who 

are addicted to stories. With ruthless honesty 

and the full power of fiction, he delves into the 

depths of human existence. »Everything will 

shake down alright somehow at some point – 

this is what I have trusted in my whole life.«

Sales 

All rights available

MICHAEL KÖHLMEIER

F I C T I O N

Michael 

Köhlmeier's 

life story, a 

sweeping novel 

of his family
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Eva Kranenburg

is a psychotherapist, screenwriter and novelist – 

she wrote, among other things, the script for the 

Netflix series Perfume. Falls jemand fragt, wer wir 

waren is her first novel for an adult readership and 

was inspired by her own family history. 

Eva Kranenburg

Should Anyone Ask 

Who We Were

288 pages 

July 2026

• An epic tale of female friendship 

  as history echoes through the  

  post-war period

• Enthrallingly and cinematically written: 

  the rise of a supposedly ideal state –  

  and the story of an ideology losing 

  its lustre

When young Rena disappears without a trace, 

her best friend Tilla sets out to look for her – 

but everything that Rena had told her about 

herself seems to have been a lie. From now 

on, the question is no longer simply where is 

Rena, but also who is Rena? In her home city 

of Halle an der Saale, Tilla’s investigations  

lead her deep into the darkest chasms of the 

new state that is in the process of being  

founded: the GDR. Tilla, who up until this point 

has been absolutely faithful to the regime and 

has believed in all the promises of Socialism, 

starts to examine things more closely than 

before. Meanwhile, the population is simmering 

with increasing discontent, which ultimately 

erupts in the 17 June 1953 uprising –  

forcing Tilla to recognise what a high  

price must be paid for the truth.

Sales 

All rights available

EVA KRANENBURG

F I C T I O N

A deep friendship.  

A country in turmoil.  

A search that  

changes everything.
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Botho Strauß

was born in Naumburg an der Saale in 1944, and 

now lives in the Uckermark region. As well as a 

four-volume comprehensive edition of his theatre 

plays, recent publications with Hanser include 

the prose works Zu oft umsonst gelächelt (2019), 

Nicht mehr. Mehr nicht (2021), and Das Schatten-

getuschel (2024).

Botho Strauß 

Staying and Looking

208 pages 

October 2026

• A collection of perceptive and  

  self-deprecating aphoristic observations

• This author’s worldview is as powerful 

  as it is vulnerable

»Few people satisfy me, one person satisfies 

me, nobody satisfies me too.« Botho Strauß’s 

new book is about time and its passing, about 

the magic of art, about what is original and 

what is real. Above all, it describes encounters 

and non-encounters which strike us because 

of their brief poignancy: a woman anticipating 

the moment of her rejection, young, gauche, 

clumsy people. His gaze moves over them, 

acknowledges, notices them – and sweeps 

on its way, without losing faith in the present 

– until it ultimately soars up to uncommonly 

beautiful and elegant observations of nature, 

as if the author were discarding all his know-

ledge to land in an unprecedented lightness, 

»until minutes of previously unknown  

inexperience come into being.«

Sales 

All rights available

BOTHO STRAUSS
»You can be just as 

blindsided by doubting 

everything as by  

the thunderbolt of  

enlightenment.«

»You have to read these 

sentences as you  

would run your fingers  

over the contours  

of a sculpture.«  
Ijoma Mangold, Die Zeit
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»Norbert Gstrein is one of the most  
elegant stylists among German- 
language authors. His winding, finely 
rhythmical, and consistently lyrical 
sentences possess a seductively lulling 
quality – so much so that one often 
only realizesin retrospect what unsett-
ling truths the author occasionally  
slips past his readers.« SWR

»For years, Norbert Gstrein has been  
one of the most dependable sources  
of literary excellence.« NDR
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Norbert Gstrein

was born in Tyrol in 1961, and lives in the North 

of Germany, close to the Danish border. Recent 

publications with Hanser include the novels Die 

kommenden Jahre (2018), Als ich jung war (2019), 

Der zweite Jakob (2021) and Vier Tage, drei Nächte 

(2022) as well as the collection of essays Mehr als 

nur ein Fremder (2023). 

Norbert Gstrein

At First Light 

416 pages

February 2026

• Born in 1900, two world wars:  

  the lifetime of a century full of beauty,  

  tragedy and decisions

• This historical novel spanning  

   the 20th century is acutely relevant now

• A great literary author at the height  

  of his powers

Norbert Gstrein offers us the entirety of a  

human life – although every existence is  

fragile in this novel that begins with a blow 

from an axe: Adrian’s father renders him 

unfit to fight in the First World War – perhaps 

even saves his life in so doing. The wonder 

of this story lies in the bull-headed, tender 

person who limps through eighty years of life 

from this point onwards. Adrian twice sees 

his whole world collapse, twice has dealings 

with young men who have had less luck than 

he has, and, in his old age, experiences an 

unhoped-for love story, despite being a man 

who was taught everything except how to 

love. How can one live in the shadow of war 

and killing? With its fearless examination  

of the past, At First Light raises this  

major question of our present day.

Sales 

Croatia (Leykam), France (Bourgois), WEL (Other Press)

NORBERT GSTREIN

F I C T I O N

Two world wars,

one century –  

a fiercely  

individual life

shaped by beauty,

tragedy, and  

contradiction

English sample 
translation  
available



P
h

o
to

 ©
: C

yr
il 

Z
a

n
n

e
tt

a
cc

i

Safia Al Bagdadi

was born in 1979 in Saarbrücken, and has been 

living in Paris since 2008. She studied acting at 

the Konservatorium in Vienna and communication 

studies in Munich; she is an actor and author.

Safia Al Bagdadi: safiamonney.com, on Insta-

gram and on Facebook

Safia Al Bagdadi

Our House  

with the Slide 

320 pages

February 2026

• There couldn’t be a more heartwarming 

  and accessible tale of life between  

  different cultures

• A tragicomic family epic in which the 

  reader will want to hug every character

• For readers of Joachim Meyerhoff  

  and Alina Bronsky

Layla’s parents are the most glamorous 

couple in the world – or in Saarbrücken, at 

any rate. Her Iraqi father is constantly coming 

up with spectacularly doomed business ideas, 

while simultaneously promising his astoni-

shed family that they will move to New York, 

acquire a house with a slide on the Tigris, and 

all in all have a wonderful future. Her French 

mother, in contrast, comes from the poshest 

bourgeoisie, has rebelled against her own 

parents, but still perfumes herself with Chanel 

Nº5. Everything about this family is destined 

to go wrong, and yet for a few childhood years 

manages to be tremendously easy and beau-

tiful. But then, in 1990, the Gulf War breaks 

out. Reality catches up with Layla’s father, 

and he becomes a stranger. Safia Al Bagdadi 

tells a moving, funny and deceptively simple 

tale of growing up in between cultures.

Sales 

All rights available

SAFIA AL BAGDADI

F I C T I O N

About growing 

up in the  

in-between – 

told with  

tenderness, 

humour, and 

deceptive ease

English sample 
translation  
available



F I C T I O N

Lina Muzur

was born in 1980 in Sarajevo (Bosnia-Herzegovina), 

has been the publishing director of Hanser Berlin 

since 2019, and was part of the 10nach8 editorial 

collective at Zeit Online, for which she wrote  

articles herself from 2016 to 2025. Her publica-

tions as editor include, among others, Sagte sie. 

17 Erzählungen über Sex und Macht (2018). 

Lina Muzur (Ed.)

Women’s Problems

33 New Messages

224 pages 

January 2026

• A modern survey of a whole generation 

  of women – and a collective portrait of  

  female reality

• 33 voice messages from women who 

  have reached the middle of their lives,  

  and are speaking intimately about their 

  real concerns

• A book that feels like chatting to  

  a friend: intimate, familiar, inspiring 

How do women live today? How do they deal 

with strokes of fate, with social change, with 

growing older, with exhaustion? This book 

is an attempt to take stock, in which women 

themselves are given a voice. Women who are 

furious, who are single mothers, who have lost 

their homes, their parents, their heads. They 

have little or big children, and they love them, 

but they are broken. They’re doing fine, they 

say. They’ve been lucky in life, they say. They 

need their friends more than ever, they say.

33 voice messages from women who have 

reached the middle of their lives, and in which 

they speak openly, intimately and semi- 

anonymously about everything that used to  

be disdainfully referred to as women’s  

problems. A choir of female voices, which 

paints an unfiltered and radical picture of  

where a whole generation is at.

Sales

Taiwan (Rye Field Publications)

LINA MUZUR (ED.)
FRANKA*   A Slap in the Face for the Cause of Women 

MOSCH   Nothing Quite Fits Anymore

JACKY*   The Math Didn’t Add Up

ANNA   I Have a Countdown Inside Me

FRANKA* II   The Price of Exhaustion

LANA   Half a Life

ANTONIA   And Suddenly Everything Is Fine

MARICA   Slowness Is a Friend

CARO   A Life at My Own Pace

LENA*   Discipline and Anarchy

SARALISA   I’m Fucking Chalant

YAEL   No Longer Cute

LANA II   The Most Fearful Wish I Could Have

MARION   Loneliness

FRIEDERIKE   The Right to Live Wrong

ANTONIA II   Stressed Vibes

CAROLINE   As If I Were Leading a Double Life

LOUISE*   Enigmatic Desire

JULIA*   The World Is Burning Around Me

JOHANNA*   I Don’t Want to Take Anything Else On

KATHARINA*   I Don’t Want to Be Any More Visible

CAROLIN   Out of the Mouse Hole				  
*name changed

BARBARA   Jobs? What Jobs?   					   
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David Vajda

was born in Munich in 1989 and studied philosophy 

and political science in London and Cambridge. He 

has written freelance journalism for, among others, 

the Guardian, the Financial Times Magazine and 

Reportagen, and has published short stories in 

Edit and DUMMY. His first feature film, which he 

co-directed with his brother, premiered at the 71st 

Berlinale Film Festival. He was awarded a Work  

Stipend for German Literature by the Berlin Senate 

for his debut novel Diamanten. David Vajda now 

works as a freelance author and director, and  

divides his time between Berlin and Vienna. 

https://davidvajda.com/  

David Vajda 

Gems

176 pages 

February 2026

• A linguistically dazzling, tenderly seri- 

  ous debut, which is brought to life by the 

  quirky charm of its distinctive characters

• A tragicomic family portrait full of warmth 

  and wit about the impossibility of grief

• Four siblings grow up between the 

  post-Yugoslavian artistic avant-garde 

  and the cold German upper classes

He calls them Mačak – tomcats – or his gems. 

Sometimes idiots too, when they don’t under-

stand his jokes. But however many names 

their ex-Yugoslav father gives them,  

however many legs of lamb and wine he  

serves up, he is not able to fill the hole left  

behind by their mother’s death. In his tragi-

comic debut, David Vajda tells the story of 

four adult siblings and their eccentric family, 

scattered all over the world, between the 

bohemian life and the German upper classes, 

between Berlin and Hollywood. They meet up 

in Greece for their uncle’s opulent wedding, 

in Belgrade at Tito’s grave, in Provence with 

their esoteric aunt – but the one thing they 

can’t seem to do is grieve. They’d rather  

escape into sarcasm or into the grotesque, 

and indulge in easy ways of passing  

the time. A unique first novel: funny,  

tender, and serious.

Sales 

Russia (Corpus)

DAVID VAJDA

F I C T I O N

»David Vajda 
has a rare gift 
for rendering 
characters 
with an exact-
ness so true 
that it strikes 
the very heart 
of the target.«  
Philipp Tingler

English sample 
translation  
available
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Pascal Mercier

was born in Bern in 1944, and died in Berlin in 

2023. Following Perlmanns Schweigen (1995) and 

Der Klavierstimmer (1998), his novel Nachtzug 

nach Lissabon (2004) became a global bestseller. 

This was followed, in 2007 by the novella Lea, 

and in 2020 by the novel Das Gewicht der Worte. 

In 2006, Pascal Mercier received the Marie Luise 

Kaschnitz-Preis, and in 2007 in Italy, he was awar-

ded the Premio Grinzane Cavour for best foreign 

novel. He also published two books with Hanser 

as a philosopher, under his real name, Peter Bieri: 

Das Handwerk der Freiheit (2001) and Eine Art zu 

leben (2013). Pascal Mercier: http://www.pascal-

mercier.de

Pascal Mercier 

The River of Time

112 pages

January 2026

• A surprise: five hitherto unknown  

  short stories by bestselling author  

  Pascal Mercier

• Philosophy as a literary treat

• An exhortation to examine  

  one’s own life

Pascal Mercier is the master of philosophical 

storytelling. Night Train to Lisbon and  

The Weight of Words encouraged millions of 

readers to think about major issues such as 

identity, freedom, time or the meaning of life. 

Now, in these five previously unpublished 

short stories, he also reveals himself to  

be a master of the short form. When is  

generosity harmful to an artist’s dignity?  

Are there emotions that our mind cannot  

access? Once again, Pascal Mercier intro-

duces us to unforgettable characters whose 

feelings and thoughts are incredibly close 

to our own – and thus opens up unexpected 

insights into our own selves.

Sales 

Croatia (Antipod), Korea (Gimmyoung), Netherlands 

(Wereldbibliotheek), Slovakia (Premedia)

PASCAL MERCIER

A revelation:  
the master of  
philosophical  
storytelling on 
letting go and  
the meaning  
of life



»What sets this book so far above the average: its irrepressibly thoughtful  

wit, … its precise language; its somnambulistic balancing act on the tightrope 

stretched between genius and madness; its thirst for knowledge, which readily 

seeks out the margins and knows no bounds when it comes to the absurd; its 

fireworks of fresh ideas that go beyond the simple. … Hirschl manages,  

almost without exception, to guide the reader through such mine-strewn  

terrain with such wit and originality as only good literature can.«  
Ulrich Steinmetzger, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung

ELIAS HIRSCHL
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»A madcap delight that would have 
Ludwig Wittgenstein, Kurt Gödel  

and Franz Kafka laughing  
     up their sleeves!« Jakob Hayner, Welt am Sonntag

»Ludicrous and ingenious… Wittgenstein 

on ecstasy…witty and brilliant… and one 

of the most exciting texts on the subject 

of fake news that I have ever read!«  

         Manfred Müller, Ö1

»Terrific…Loops is 
a huge game.« 

Judith von Sternburg,  

Frankfurter Rundschau 

»One stands amazed at Hirschl’s ingenuity. 

A great, playful, clever game and a joy to read. Hirschl 

strolls casually into the big linguistic, psychological 

and aesthetic questions and toys with them in the 

most delightful way.« Michael Wurmitzer, Standard

»The most extraordinary novel  
of 2026 – Phenomenal new writing  
from Austria.« Joachim Scholl, Deutschlandfunk Kultur  

»The Austrian
   Italo Calvino.«  
                             Clemens Setz

»A marvel of confusion, a self-referential 

play on the endless possibilities offered  

by language.« Bernd Noack, Neue Zürcher Zeitung
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Elias Hirschl

was born in Vienna in 1994. He works as a  

writer, slam poet and musician. He received 

the Reinhard Priessnitz Prize in 2020 and most 

recently the Düsseldorf Prize for Literature 2026. 

His publications include »Meine Freunde haben 

Adolf Hitler getötet« (), Hundert schwarze Nähma-

schinen (2017), and most recently published by 

Zsolnay Salonfähig (2021) and Content (2024).

Elias Hirschl

Loops

416 pages

January 2026• The philologist Franziska Denk and  

   the mathematician Otto Mandl:  

   a fictional couple for the ages

• Searching for the perfect language –  

  a shrewd literary game

Franziska Denk grows up in the orbit of the 

Vienna Circle, and suffers as a child from a 

peculiar illness: she immediately develops any 

symptom she hears or reads about. The young 

Franziska finds a soulmate in Otto Mandl,  

a brilliant mathematician, and learns to immu-

nise herself against her affliction using words 

from dead languages. The pair develop an  

absolute obsession with language, and 

embark on a search together for the perfect 

language – a search that takes them to all 

imaginable limits. Schleifen is a great, an  

astute novel about power and the influence  

of language on our lives, which is also  

genuinely fun to read. In Elias Hirschl’s writing,  

the sheerly impossible constantly turns  

out to be true – and the rest is extremely  

skilfully imagined.

Sales

All rights available

ELIAS HIRSCHL

F I C T I O N

»Novels don’t  
usually contain 
so much infinity. 
A major novel  
of ideas from one  
of our most enjoy-
able contemporary 
authors.« 
Clemens J. Setz

English sample 
translation  
available



»Birgit Birnbacher has a keen sense for the marginal, for people 

who have been thrown off course. She tells in an at once  

restrained and crystal clear, diaphanous and subtle style.« 
Christoph Schröder, Süddeutsche Zeitung

»Birgit Birnbacher is a brilliant story- 

teller and an elegant stylist. Effortlessly 

she manages to combine plenty of wit  

with a light-hearted seriousness.« 
Rainer Moritz, Neue Zürcher Zeitung»With subtle wit and depth, Birnbacher tells the story 

of a mother-son relationship in which ADHD becomes 

not a deficit, but a different way of perceiving things. 

This powerful, moving novel explores how storytelling 

can comfort and rescue.« Elke Schlinsog, DLF Kultur

»The language has a laconicism  

that hides a blazing fire.« Peer Teuwsen, NZZ am Sonntag

»This book examines the most exciting 

and challenging thing there is –  

entirely normal life.« Günter Kaindlstorfer, ORF

»The novel develops an incredible pull because 

Birnbacher is a master of small cliffhangers … 

and finds language for speechlessness.«
Bernhard Flieher, Salzburger Nachrichten »With unadorned yet highly literary language,  

Birnbacher consistently gets close to characters  

who live outside the realm of classic success stories. 

 A touching and witty text and a tender story  

of self-empowerment.« Paula Pfoser, Ö1

»She writes with precision 

and without false pathos.« 
Wiebke Porombka, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung

»ADHD, as this outstanding novel shows, is more than just a  

diagnosis. It signifies a different, perhaps even more intense, 

emotional world, from which people who, for whatever reason, 

consider themselves normal can  learn a great deal. An incredibly 

moving, sometimes  unsettling story that nevertheless finds  

a vivid and comforting ending.« Carsten Otte, SWR Kultur

BIRGIT BIRNBACHER



Birgit Birnbacher,

born in 1985 and lives as a sociologist and author 

in Salzburg. Her debut novel Wir ohne Wal was 

published in 2016 and was awarded the literature 

prize of the Jürgen Ponto Foundation, the Rauriser 

Förderungspreis and the Theodor Körner  

Förderpreis. In 2019 she was awarded the  

Ingeborg Bachmann Prize. Zsolnay published  

her novels Ich an meiner Seite (2020) which  

was longlisted for the German Book Prize  

and Wovon wir leben (2023).

• A sensitive, literary novel about life 

  with neurodiversity

• A major new novel by the winner  

  of the Bachmann Prize 

»When everything stays normal,  
he sometimes thinks: this is going  

to be a catastrophe.«
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F I C T I O N

Birgit Birnbacher

They Want to Tell Us

224 pages

March 2026

Oz is different and finds school difficult – but 

this time, something really bad has happened. 

On his way home, he longs for at least a small 

catastrophe that might distract his mother 

from the teacher’s letter he has to give to 

her. When Oz gets home, Ann – who has the 

same fluttering nerves as her son – is not, as 

expected, ready to celebrate his school report: 

something really has happened. Grandma 

Zilly, who lives in the mountains, has  

disappeared … Birgit Birnbacher’s new  

novel once more tells, in an »at once  

restrained and crystal clear, diaphanous and 

subtle« (Süddeutsche Zeitung) style, a story 

of people – and of the opportunities opened 

up by letting your thoughts grow wild. Might 

people who aren’t able to conform actually 

have something to oppose to our over-

wrought nature and environment?

BIRGIT BIRNBACHER

Sales 

Croatia (Leykam International)



Maja Iskra 

was born in 1981 in former Yugoslavia, and stu-

died landscape architecture in Belgrade, Vienna 

and Valencia, and transmedial art at the University 

of Applied Arts Vienna. She lives and works in 

Vienna. Uppercut is her first novel.

• A childhood caught between violence, 

  friendship, love and solidarity

• A tale of emancipation in  

  1990s Belgrade

• A powerful and emotional debut 
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Maja Iskra 

Uppercut

(Original Serbian title: 

Aperkat)

160 pages

February 2026

Punchy, challenging, and hard-hitting. What is 

true of an uppercut, also applies to Maja Iskra’s 

debut novel of the same name. Its protagonist, 

a successful young woman who lives and loves 

in Vienna, remembers her childhood in 1990s 

Belgrade. The war is almost only perceptible 

here as background noise, but life at home, out 

on the street and in school is hard and brutal – 

even the girls beat each other up. But  

they also patch things up with each other 

again, and learn to respect and encourage 

each other. They don’t give up. Moving, and 

written in an almost telegraphic style and  

with a barrage of pop-cultural and literary  

references, Uppercut celebrates the victory of 

a whole generation over adverse conditions.

MAJA ISKRA

Sales 

(Original Serbian edition: Lom, Belgrade)

France (Plan B)

»What is good and beautiful 

here is neither some street-

fighter romanticism, nor a 

kitschy Robin Hood fantasy. 

It is the bright side of a  

coin that one might call  

›intensity‹ or ›immediacy‹.  

A wonderful piece  

of literature!«  
Frankfurter Rundschau
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Lukas Matzinger 

I Don’t Sleep Well  

Without my Kalashnikov 

A Travel Novel

304 pages

With photos by  

Olivia Wimmer

March 2026

The bloody sports shirts of Kirghiz polo  

players, bricks from Osama bin Laden’s house  

in Abbottabad, a Bouquet of bacteria from 

Tajikistan and experiences that brought with 

them a few days in police custody in Balu-

chistan: Lukas Matzinger and Olivia Wimmer 

travelled for a year and 35,000 kilometres in a 

forty-year-old VW bus, from Vienna to China 

and back, and always straight through high 

risk areas. But behind the end of the world, in 

the most threatening and inhospitable areas, 

the most wonderful encounters were wait-

ing for them: strangers gave them the best 

morsels and the widest beds – and showered 

them with stories. A travel novel in which  

everything is right, an adventure you  

can’t predict – a great reportage  

about the big wide world.

LUKAS MATZINGER

Lukas Matzinger  

was born in 1990 in Upper Styria, and is a reporter 

for the Vienna-based weekly newspaper Falter. 

He has received numerous prizes, including  

the Claus Gatterer Prize and the Pressepreis  

der Wiener Ärztekammer.

Olivia Wimmer  

was born in 1983 in Grieskirchen, and works as  

a journalist for Ö1 and as a press photographer. 

Her photographic work includes reportages  

from Algeria, Turkey and Syria. 

• 35,000 km from Vienna to China and 

   back in a 40-year-old VW bus

• The authors break away from their  

   own lives and are confronted with  

   the foreign

Sales 

All rights available

»The more  
danger we were 
promised in a 
particular place, 
the more fondly  
it welcomed us.« 
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Karl-Markus Gauß

was born in 1954 in Salzburg, where he still lives 

and works as an Author. His books have been 

translated into numerous languages and have 

received many prizes, including the Prix Charles 

Veillon, the Austrian Art Prize for Literature, the 

Johann Heinrich Merck Prize, the Jean Améry 

Prize and the Leipzig Book Award for European 

Understanding. His most recent publications with 

Zsolnay are Abenteuerliche Reise durch mein 

Zimmer (2019), Die unaufhörliche Wanderung 

(2020), Die Jahreszeiten der Ewigkeit (2022)  

and Schiff aus Stein (2024).

Karl-Markus Gauß

Love Always  

Comes Too Late

Three Journeys

144 pages

February 2026• Take a trip with this versatile  

   cartographer of the European margins

• Travel literature like no one else can write it

Karl-Markus Gauß, the literary cartographer 

of the European margins, has set off on his 

travels again. He searches for the traces of a 

multicultural world in Bosnia, and finds them 

in the life of his deceased friend Dževad  

Karahasan. In Slovenia, he follows the life 

paths of two brave women: a legendary 

lawyer who took the liberty to live sometimes 

as a woman and sometimes as a man, and 

a growth-restricted writer whose books were 

read all over the world, but died in absolute 

destitution in the city which now celebrates 

her. And in this book’s third travel story, you 

will learn why Bruck an der Mur in Upper Styria 

and Beloiannisz in the Hungarian Puszta are 

actually located in the Peloponnese, and  

 why Austria also has a Greek history.

KARL-MARKUS GAUSS

Sales 

Selected backlist:

A Ship Made of Stone: Croatia (Fraktura),  

Greece (Vakxikon), Serbia (Akademska)

»An absolute  
delight. This  
author is one  
of the most out- 
standing of our 
present day.«  
Katja Gasser, ORF
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