
F O R E I G N  R I G H T S 
              FICTION AUTUMN 2022

HANSER LITERATURVERLAGE
HANSER • HANSER BERLIN • HANSERBLAU • HANSER KINDERBUCH • ZSOLNAY



Impressum

Coverillustration: © Laura Freas Beraha

Translation: Lucy Jones

Design: Tessa Schlesinger

Concept and compilation: Claudia Horzella

Copyright: September 2022 

Carl Hanser Verlag GmbH & Co. KG
Vilshofener Straße 10
81679 München, Germany

www.hanser-literaturverlage.de
http://foreignrights.hanser.de

http://www.hanser-literaturverlage.de
http://http://foreignrights.hanser.de


LITERARY FICTION

 Theresia Enzensberger, Auf See     2

 Alex Capus, Susanna     4

 Werner Herzog, Jeder für sich und Gott gegen alle    6

 Behzad Karim Khani, Hund, Wolf, Schakal      8

 Dominik Barta, Tür an Tür    10

 Hertha Pauli, Der Riss der Zeit geht durch mein Herz    12

 Mircea Cartarescu, Melancolia    14

 Lisa Eckhart, Boum   16

  Norbert Gstrein, Vier Tage, drei Nächte      18

  Maren Wurster, Eine beiläufige Entscheidung      20 

 Castle Freeman, Ein Mann mit vielen Talenten      22

 Beatrix Kramlovsky, Frau in den Wellen      24

 Elke Heidenreich, Ihr glücklichen Augen      26

POETRY

 Sam Zamrik, Ich bin nicht          28

BACKLIST HIGHLIGHTS                  29 

˘ ˘



21

F
o

to
 ©

: R
o

sa
n

n
a 

G
ra

f0

Theresia Enzensberger

was born in 1986 and lives in Berlin. She studied 

Film at Bard College in New York and is a free-

lance journalist for the F.A.Z., F.A.S., Monopol, 

Zeit Online, and Die Zeit. Her first novel Blaupause, 

which was published by Hanser in 2017, won the  

Alfred Döblin Medal.

Theresia Enzensberger

At Sea

256 pages

August 2022

• In this smart, gripping and visionary 

  novel, Theresia Enzensberger  

  examines the utopian promise of  

  new communities and happiness  

  when loss and destruction loom

The world is ending, but Yada is still growing 

up, coming of age on a floating island off the 

German coast, built as a refuge from society’s 

collapse. It is the brainchild of her father,  

a libertarian tech entrepreneur who created the 

haven from the spiralling chaos of the outside 

world. Since its founding years ago, the island’s 

lustre has worn off. Algae and moss flourish on 

its once gleaming surfaces, and Yada’s father 

fears that his daughter might share the fate of 

her mother, who suffered from a mysterious 

illness before her death. Then one day, Yada 

makes a discovery that rocks the very founda-

tions of her world. In a sleek, radically contem-

porary style, At Sea questions whether we want 

to live in a world defined by fear of the future.

THERESIA ENZENSBERGER

F I C T I O N

Sales 

Selected backlist:  

Blueprint: Italy (Guanda), UK (Little, Brown)

»The best 
journey 
forward  
in time I 
have ever 
been on.«  
Margarete Stokowski

On the  

SPIEGEL  

bestseller list

English sample 

 translation  

available

Longlisted for  

the German  

Book Prize 2022



M O R E  Q U O T E S  A N D  P R A I S E

»Theresia 
Enzensberger’s 
new novel is a 
brilliant vision 
of the future, 
as entertaining 
as it is cleverly 
constructed.«  
Corinne Orlowski, WDR3 Lesestoff

»A complex novel that poses 

many questions, the greatest 

of which is: How can we ima-

gine the future? Do we have 

one in the first place?  

It moves nimbly and is a 

quick read besides, largely  

because Enzensberger 

strikes a direct, simple,  

at times matter-of-fact tone, 

standing by her characters 

unequivocally. A work of art.«  
Katja Weise, NDR Kulturjournal / NDR Book of the Month

»Enzensberger’s 
world is highly  
original in its  
interweaving  
of elements.«  
Marlen Hobrack, taz am Wochenende 

»An entertaining and in-

formatively documentary 

novel that explores the 

notion of ways of living 

freely and in solidarity, 

as well how Neolibera-

lism can pervert them  

on a number of levels. 

But first and foremost,  

At Sea is the novel of 

a clever writer who 

sees history and fiction 

equally as opportunities 

not to resign ourselves  

to our circumstances.«  
Christoph Schröder, SWR2 Lesenswert Magazin

»Full of surpri-
sing twists and 
with a critical 
eye towards the 
promise of salva-
tion, this novel 
offers up plenty 
of material for 
conversation.«  
Sylvia Treudl, Buchkultur 

»Perfect for  
people who  
want to be  
entertained 
while fighting 
their fear of  
the future.«  
Cora Wucher, Fluter
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Alex Capus  

Susanna 

288 pages

July 2022

In the powerful story of a headstrong,  

daring woman based on true events, Susanna,  

a Swiss painter, goes West to meet Sitting Bull, 

the chief of the Sioux tribe. In beautiful, empa-

thetic prose, Alex Capus sets his narrative in 

an era when roaring steam engines ruled the 

day, a time when old certainties are no more 

but new rules had yet to be established. 

In New York, the Brooklyn Bridge is built and 

Edison’s lightbulbs illuminate the city; And at 

the centre of it all stands Susanna, a woman 

from Basel who immigrated to the USA with her 

mother. Machines are conquering the world, 

and in the West, indigenous people are fighting 

for their survival. False prophets promise  

paradise on earth and the cavalry is on stand-

by, pistols at the ready. Susanna travels to the  

Dakota Territory with her son to warn Sitting 

Bull of what is happening. Her portrait of him 

hangs today in the North Dakota State Museum.

ALEX CAPUS

F I C T I O N

Sales 

Alex Capus' former works have been sold in  

numerous countries

Alex Capus  

was born in 1961 in Normandy and now lives in 

Oltern, Switzerland. He writes novels, short stories 

and reportage. He won the Solothurn Literary 

Prize in 2020 and is the author of Léon und Louise 

(2011), Fast ein bisschen Frühling (2012), Der 

Fälscher, die Spionin und der Bombenbauer 

(2013), Reisen im Licht der Sterne (2015), Das 

Leben ist gut (2016), and Königskinder (2018).

• A moving story of a headstrong,  

  daring woman based on true events

• In very beautiful, empathetic prose, 

  Alex Capus sets his story in an epoch 

  when roaring engines ruled the day

»The fascinating 
story of a woman’s 
emancipation, told 
by the magician, 
Alex Capus.«  
Rainer Moritz, NZZ

»Alex Capus is  
the master of  
suggestion. His 
novel brings  
history to life.«  
Martin Ebel, Tages-Anzeiger

On the  
SPIEGEL  

bestseller list

English sample 
translation  
available
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Werner Herzog
was born in 1943 in Munich and lives in Los 
Angeles. His work on legendary films such as 

Aguirre, Nosferatu, Fitzcarraldo, Grizzly Man, has 
been awarded major prizes. Hanser has published 

his books Vom Gehen im Eis (1978), Die Eroberung 

des Nutzlosen (2004) and Das Dämmern der Welt 
(2021).

Werner Herzog

Every Man for Himself 

and God Against All

352 pages

August 2022

• »As a child,« writes Werner Herzog,  

  »I was convinced I wouldn’t make it  

  to my 18th birthday.« Things have  

  turned out differently …

• Werner Herzog’s long-awaited memoirs 

  chronicle the story of his extraordinary 

  life, which wouldn’t even fit into one of  

  his remarkable films

As a boy, he was always hungry and with his 

mother, he fled from the bombardment of  

Munich to a bitterly poor village in the Alps.  

As an adolescent, his adventurous spirit made 

him drop everything and hitchhike to the fur-

thest reaches of Egypt where he nearly died in 

a feverish delirium. He is passionate, enthusi-

astic and driven. A man who, in the middle of 

the jungle, talked quietly to the raging Klaus 

Kinski and who sat crying at Bruce Chatwin’s 

deathbed. Werner Herzog’s memoirs will  

be published to mark his 80th birthday.  

And they are much more than a summary of 

his life. Unconventional and tender, with a lust 

for life and marvelling at the world around  

us, this book is a literary sensation.

WERNER HERZOG

His life has been uniquely 
eventful. And his memoirs 
are a literary sensation.

Sales 

Brazil (Todavia), Catalan (L'Altra Editorial),  

China (Thinkingdom), Denmark (under  

negotiation), France (Séguier), Italy (Feltrinelli),  

Netherlands (Arbeiderspers), Russia  

(Individuum), Spain (Blackie Books),  

UK (Vintage), US (Penguin RH)

English sample 
translation  
available

On the  

SPIEGEL  

bestseller list
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Behzad Karim Khani

Dog, Wolf, Jackal 

260 pages

August 2022

After his mother is executed in the throes of 

the Iranian revolution, eleven-year-old Saam 

and his younger brother flee with their father 

to Germany. Feeling doubly foreign in Arabic-

dominated Neukölln, the father ekes out a 

living as a taxi driver, plays backgammon and 

sinks into shame while Saam takes on the role 

of head of the family. Using everything at his 

disposal, he fights to earn the respect of the 

brutal street gangs to protect his brother Nima. 

But one day, he goes too far. In his spectacular 

debut in his own, very unique voice, Behzad 

Karim Khani writes about the complicated 

fate of revolutionaries, small-time dealers and 

knifings. He blends the melancholy of Iranian 

prose with the toughness of Afro-American rap. 

BEHZAD KARIM KHANI

F I C T I O N

Sales 

All rights available

Film rights under negotiation

Behzad Karim Khani

was born in 1972 in Teheran and came to Ger-

many with his family in 1986. He studied Media 

Studies and lives in Kreuzberg, Berlin where he 

also runs the Lugosi bar.

• »I will describe a hard world and  

  in doing so, look for its tenderness.«

»At last, a writer who 

doesn’t just have a story  

to tell but knows how to 

tell it. There hasn’t been a 

German novel as exciting 

as this for a long time.«  
Feridun Zaimoglu

»Ten times better 
than any episode 
of 4 Blocks.«  
Ijoma Mangold

English sample 
translation  
available

On the  

SPIEGEL  

bestseller list
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Dominik Barta

was born 1982 in Upper Austria, studied in Vienna, 

Bonn and Florence. He won the ZEIT essay  

competition in 2009 and an Ö1 literature compe-

tition in 2017 and also writes for the theatre. His 

debut novel Vom Land was published in 2020.

Dominik Barta

Next-Door Neighbours

208 pages

July2022

• Openness instead of solitude

• A closer look at city life after Vom Land

With the same empathy as in his debut  

novel Vom Land, Dominik Barta tells stories  

of life in the city, identity and loneliness,  

tolerance and solidarity.

Kurt, in his early thirties and gay, has finally 

found a job as a teacher and a small flat.  

At first, the sounds from the flat next door 

bother him. But when he gets to know  

Mr Drechsler, who has been living in the block 

for decades, he can even get used to his toilet 

flushing. Kurt also quickly befriends Regina, 

the newcomer on the fourth floor. And when, 

after a failed relationship, his best friend 

moves in and one of his students suddenly 

seeks refuge from world politics, Kurt finally 

realises what family can mean …

DOMINIK BARTA

F I C T I O N

Sales 

Selected backlist:  

From the Countryside:  

Chinese Simplified (Yilin Press), Croatia  

(Leykam International)

»When  
what’s inter- 
personal  
becomes  
political … 
an impressive 
debut.«  
Imogena Doderer, 3sat Kulturzeit on Vom Land
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Hertha Pauli

The Rift of Time Runs 

Through My Heart 

Memoirs

With an Afterword  

by Karl-Markus Gauß

256 pages

July 2022

The Rift of Time Runs Through My Heart  

is a Heinrich-Heine quote that Hertha Pauli 

treasured while escaping via Zurich, Paris, 

Marseille and Lisbon to the USA. She did not 

escape alone, but with friends whose names 

sound like a who’s who of German-language 

emigrants: Joseph Roth, Walter Mehring, 

Franz and Alma Werfel and above all Ödön 

von Horváth, to whom she dedicates one of  

the most beautiful chapters of this wonderful, 

long-forgotten book of memoirs. 

Late in life, Hertha Pauli regularly commuted 

between her new home in New York and  

her birthplace. She became a witness of a  

period – one that has shaped European  

culture, if not the world, today.

HERTHA PAULI

M E M O I R

Sales 

France (Liana Levi), Spain (Trapisonda) 

Hertha Pauli

was born in 1906 in Vienna, died in 1973 in New 

York. She was a writer and an actress. After the 

annexation of Austria, she emigrated via Switzer-

land and France to the USA. She wrote novels, 

non-fiction and young adult literature and worked 

as a journalist. Her brother Wolfgang Pauli was 

the Nobel Prize laureate in Physics in 1945. The 

story of her escape, Der Riss der Zeit geht durch 

mein Herz, was published by Zsolnay in 1970.

• The rediscovery of a forgotten book

»What a coura-
gegeous woman! 
What an enchan-
ting book.«  
From the Afterword by Karl-Markus Gauß 

»Only a woman could write 

this book, which is under-

standing and forgiving,  

yet as exciting as a crime 

thriller.«  
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung



M O R E  Q U O T E S  A N D  P R A I S E

»Hertha Pauli describes the 

chaos of the French defeat 

with the coolness of a proven 

war reporter. […] An eventful 

and moving story. […]  

Reading The Rift of Time 

Runs Through My Heart 

helps us understand the  

difficulties refugees become 

caught up in. Especially in 

times when refugeeism and 

migration once again deter-

mine the lives of millions  

of people. «  Wolfgang Stenke, WDR3-Lesestoff

»Hertha Pauli’s 
memories are not 
only exceptional 
– they are heart-
breaking.« André Heller

»The remarkable 
rediscovery of an 
unjustly forgotten 
author.« Sabine Dultz, Münchner Merkur

»Pauli endured disturbing ex-

periences and observed them 

keenly in her writing with all 

the verve and boldness of an 

eyewitness, rich in dialogue 

and at the urgent pace of real-

life events. […] Undoubtedly  

a captivating, convincing  

key work, written honestly 

and directly.« Eberhard Falcke. SWR2 lesenswert

»We can only be grate-

ful that this memoir has 

been reprinted. The  

theme of fleeing war  

and persecution are 

highly topical, not only 

in light of recent global 

events. Apart from that, 

it’s an impressive work 

due to its humane power, 

objective presentation, 

and modesty.«  
 Jan Koneffke, Neue Zürcher zeitung

»Pauli’s thoughts 
and political 
arguments are 
brilliant, and 
her European 
longing for cul-
ture and beauty 
was insatiable.«  
Bernd Noack, Nürnberger Nachrichten

»Hertha Pauli’s writing is 

without vanity or showi-

ness. However, the drama 

of this era continually 

surfaces between the 

cracks, and is revealed 

in her brief remarks and 

incisive, lively dialogues.« 
Carsten Hueck, Deutschlandfunk
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Mircea Cartarescu

Melancolia 

(Original Romanian 

Title: Melancolia)

Stories

272 pages

September 2022

In this book about childhood and adoles-

cence, Mircea Cartarescu explores major 

themes like loneliness, separation and love.

When his mother goes shopping, her five- 

year-old son is convinced that she won’t  

return. He first explores the apartment, then 

the nearby rubber factory, and eventually 

dreams of living in the Concordia department 

store. To cure his little sister’s illness, Marcel 

goes on a nightly trip to the »fox’s den,« the 

place she is most afraid of. Year after year, 

Ivan has to sort out the clothes that have  

become too small for him. When he meets 

Dora and falls in love with her, he wonders  

if girls need to change their skin too.

MIRCEA CARTARESCU

F I C T I O N

Sales 

(Original Romanian Edition: Humanitas)

Denmark (Palomar), France (Noir sur Blanc),  

Italy (Nave di Teseo), Slovakia (Brak), Sweden 

(Bonniers), Spain (Impedimenta)

Mircea Cartarescu 

was born in 1956 in Bucharest. His work has 

been translated into many languages and won 

many prizes, among them the Leipzig Book Award 

for European Understanding (2015), and more 

recently the Premio Formentor und the Thomas 

Mann-Prize (2018). Zsolnay published the Orbitor 

trilogy – Orbitor I (2007), Orbitor II (2011), Orbitor 

III (2014), the story collection Die schönen Fremden 

(2016) and the novel Solenoid (2019). 

• The new book by Romanian’s  

  most renowned writer

• Allegories of love, loneliness, separation

• International bestselling author

• Recipient of the prestigious  

  Premio FIL 2022

»Cartarescu has 
the imagination of 
a big child and the 
linguistic skills  
of an old master.«  
Malte Herwig, Der Spiegel

»It is difficult to  
escape the creative 
pull of Cartarescu’s 
prose.«  
Ulrich M. Schmid, Neue Zürcher Zeitung

˘ ˘

˘ ˘

˘ ˘

˘ ˘

˘ ˘
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Lisa Eckhart

was born in 1992 in Leoben makes regular 

appearances as a cabaret artist on TV, and as 

a solo act on stage. She studied German and 

Slavic Studies in Paris and Berlin. She now lives 

in Leipzig. In 2020, her first novel Omama was 

published by Zsolnay. 

Lisa Eckhart

Boum

368 pages

August 2022

• Eckhart’s eagerly awaited new novel

• A cruel and dazzling satire

Aloisia, a young Austrian woman, moves  

to Paris for love at a time of tireless  

French press reports about a serial killer.  

›Le maestro massacreur‹ appears to be killing 

street musicians indiscriminately. A melancholic 

  commissioner and the respected terrorist 

expert Monsieur Boum are assigned the case. 

But no one expected the involvement of  

Clopin, the king of beggars, in whose  

dubious »Tower of Wonders« Aloisia  

soon finds her way around. 

Lisa Eckhart’s new novel is a fairy tale, horror 

story, erotic thriller, comic book and computer 

game rolled into one. In her scathing satire, 

nothing and no one is safe …

LISA ECKHART

F I C T I O N

Sales 

All rights available

»In Lisa Eckhart’s  

art, glamour and the 

cesspit are symbioti-

cally chained to one 

another. This results in 

striking points of view 

that sometimes take 

the audience’s breath 

away.« Karl Fluch, Der Standard

»The most mentally agile 

enemy of everything 

trite.« Jakob Biazza, Süddeutsche Zeitung 

Over 70.000  
copies  
sold

On the  
SPIEGEL  

bestseller list
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Norbert Gstrein

born in 1961 in Tirol, lives in Hamburg. He is the 

author of the novels Die kommenden Jahre (2018) 

and Als ich jung war (2019), for which he received 

the Austrian Book Award. He also wrote Der zweite 

Jacob (2021), which reached the shortlist of the 

German Book Prize and won the Düsseldorf  

Literature Prize. In the same year, he received  

the Thomas Mann Prize for his work as a whole.

Norbert Gstrein

Four Days, Three Nights

352 pages 

August 2022

• When the world comes to a standstill 

  and everyone has to stay at home,  

  Norbert Gstrein’s brilliant portrait of  

  our times begins

Of all the men in her life, no one loves  

Ines more than Elias. Only – he’s her brother.  

He has drawn in every lover his sister has  

ever had and then pushed them away again. 

Carl is a flight attendant like Elias, but now the 

airlines have grounded all their planes. When 

he visits Ines and Elias, there’s suddenly a new 

man skulking around the house, and every look 

and touch is highly charged. Elias has already 

gone to great lengths for his impossible love 

for Ines. And now what will Ines do to Carl? 

Four Days and Three Nights is a far-reaching 

psychological drama that drags everything in 

its wake and dents the concept of fixed identity. 

It is a disturbing novel about love and desire 

between siblings, racism and misogyny –  

a spotlight on our times, replete with beauty 

and provocation, tension and grief.

NORBERT GSTREIN

»What drives Gstrein is the question  
of much a person can know about 
themselves and their hidden depths.«  
Christoph Schröder, DIE ZEIT

F I C T I O N

Sales 

All rights available



F I C T I O N

2019

F
o

to
 ©

: P
a

u
la

 W
in

kl
e

ri

Maren Wurster
born in 1978, studied Philosophy in Cologne  
and Creative Writing at the German Institute for  

Literature in Leipzig. In 2017 her novel Das Fell 
was published, followed in 2021 by her memoir 

Papa stirbt, Mama auch. She lives with her son  
in Berlin and Wendland, Lower Saxony.

Maren Wurster

A Casual Decision

144 pages

August 2022

• One book, two covers: you decide 

  in which order you read them

• A woman fleeing from motherhood and 

  a young boy growing up motherless 

A woman hides in a holiday home while milk 

leaks from her breasts. She huddles, trying to 

forget her baby’s cries – a little boy who never 

stops screaming or sleeps. He is the reason 

she has run away. A boy at a boarding school 

grows up not knowing his mother. Doing 

woodwork makes him feel angry but also  

pleasantly energised. But he doesn’t under-

stand what it is in the wood that he is determi-

ned to lay bare. In a precise, unflinching voice, 

Maren Wurster tells the story of an abandoned 

child’s loneliness and a mother’s desperation, 

after taking a radical decision. These  

two perspectives hurtle toward each  

other from different directions.

Sales 

All rights available

»The most  
unusual mother-
son story I have 
ever read.«  
Stefanie de Velasco

MAREN WURSTER
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Castel Freeman

The Devil in the Valley 

Translated from  

the English by  

Dirk van Gunsteren

144 pages  

July 2022

A Faustian encounter would throw anybody 

off track – but not Taft, a loner. For him, that’s 

where the fun just begins. Taft, who is prone 

to heavy drinking, is going through a major 

existential crisis. So, the arrival of Dangerfield, 

a dashing stranger, is opportune. When he ap-

pears on Taft’s porch, he makes him a tempting 

offer: Taft has six months to have anything he 

ever wanted – but for a high price. Knowing he 

has nothing to lose, Taft agrees to the pact and 

tries to beat the devil at his own game. But as 

the day of reckoning approaches, the last thing 

on Dangerfield’s mind is to compromise on his 

demands. Castle Freeman’s laconic dialogues 

and deep insights into the human psyche are 

mesmerising. He also »creates a good mood 

and is very, very funny.« (Deutschlandfunk)

CASTLE FREEMAN

F I C T I O N

Sales 

All rights available

Castel Freeman

was born in 1944 in San Antonio, Texas, and grew 

up in Chicago. After studying at Columbia, he 

worked as a journalist. Today he lives in Vermont 

and is a writer of short stories and novels. His 

latest publications include Männer mit Erfahrung 

(2016), Auf die sanfte Tour (Nagel und Kimche, 

2017), Der Klügere lädt nach (Nagel und Kimche, 

2018), and Herren der Lage (Hanser, 2021).

• Castle Freeman once again proves  

  his prowess in the genre of country noir

»A meeting between Faust 

and Mephisto in the forest 

of Vermont. Castle Freeman 

is the master of understated 

charm.« Michael Köhlmeier

»A little gem of  
a book that is 
part comic romp, 
part nail-biter.«  
The Guardian
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Beatrix Kramlovsky
born in 1954 in Upper Austria, lives and works  
as an artist and writer in Lower Austria. She  
studies languages and publishes short stories, 
poetry and novels. After living for a period in East 
Berlin (1987-1991), she was subject to the usual 
reprisals for West German writers at the time.  
She has won numerous prizes and fellowships. 
Besides long trips, Beatrix Kramlovsky loves 

working in her garden. She is the author of Die 

Lichtsammlerin and Fanny oder das weisse Land. 

Beatrix Kramlovsky

A Woman in the Waves

304 pages  

September 2022

• For readers of Daniela Krien  

  and Dörte Hansen

• From the 1980s to the present day:  

  a woman’s life that jumps between  

  East Berlin, Vienna and Canada

• A woman caught between motherhood 

  and emancipation 

Joni grows up in the provincial confines of the 

postwar years. As a young diplomat’s wife, 

she enters the political arena of East Berlin. 

She maintains close contact with her children 

who live with their father while she travels the 

world as a government advisor. While Joni 

tries to fulfil her duties as a wife and mother, 

her unconventional life is suddenly the focus 

of public attention. She is forced to realise 

that no matter how independent she is   

as a woman, her existence is fragile.

Beatrix Kramlovsky tells the gripping story  

of a headstrong, nonconformist woman  

who constantly has to walk the tightrope  

between her independence and the  

expectations of those around her.

BEATRIX KRAMLOVSKY

A woman forges her own path in 
life. And pays the price.

»Beatrix Kramlovsky’s moving story of strong women 

and contemporary history.« Für Sie

Sales 

All rights available
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Elke Heidenreich

lives in Cologne. She studied German Literature 

and Theatre Studies and has worked for radio and 

television. Her most recent award was the Ernst 

Johann Literature Prize in 2021. She is the author 

of Der Welt den Rücken (stories, 2001), Passione 

(A Declaration of Love for Music, 2009), Alles kein 

Zufall (short stories, 2016) and, most recently, 

Männer in Kamelhaarmänteln (short stories 2020).

Elke Heidenreich

You Lucky Eyes

Short Stories About 

Long Journeys

224 pages with many 

colour illustrations

August 2022

• »Sometimes I stop in front of the mirror 

   and search my features for all the  

   places I’ve been. What would I look  

   like without them?« 

• A prodigious, touching exploration  

  and selfportrait by a writer who,  

  whenever she writes about herself,  

  writes about her readers too 

Elke Heidenreich is well travelled. She’s been 

to Florence and China, Berlin and America –  

and wherever she goes, she takes a close 

look. The beaten track, tourist sights, and 

what’s written in travel guides are not for her. 

No, Elke Heidenreich has blazed her own trail 

and made discoveries unique to her. Most of 

all, she only ever falls in love with places that 

offer her something new: a special street,  

a special dish or even once a dog who messed 

up her stay in Florence. Everywhere she’s 

been, she’s felt insatiably curious about the 

people living in foreign cities and countries.

Sales 

All rights available

ELKE HEIDENREICH

F I C T I O N

»Direct, warts-and-all, 

not mincing her words 

– that’s the Elke Heiden-

reich we know and love, 

and that’s the way she 

writes, too.« Annemarie Stoltenberg, 

NDR Kultur

»All the things she noti-

ces! You never stop being 

amazed.« Alfons Kaiser, F.A.Z. 

»Punchy, ingenious and 

very witty.« 3sat Kulturzeit

On the  
SPIEGEL  

bestseller list
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Sam Zamrik

aged 25, was born in Damascus. He is a poet, 

musician and translator. He has worked as a  

manager and songwriter for New Wave Syrian 

metal bands. His texts have been published by 

the Wir machen das, Initiative Weiter Schreiben 

as well as the taz and Tagesspiegel. He lives and 

studies in Berlin. 

Sam Zamrik

I Am Not

Bilingual poetry in 

German and English

144 pages

October 2022
•  An impressive, hard-hitting debut  

   that finds words for pain, loss and  

   marginalisation

Whether in Damascus or Berlin, no matter 

in which language, Sam Zamrik has always 

written as a means of survival. His first book 

testifies to this: I Am Not is the debut of  

a poet who has endured hell many times over 

and has lost almost everything, even his own 

identity. But his losses are offset by the wealth 

of his language and its extensive range –  

from church music solemnity to heavy metal  

edginess. Shifting between baroque and  

succinct imagery, he writes about his  

experience of war and having to flee, and fee-

lings of not existing or being seen. In doing so, 

he transforms 'I Am Not' into an audible ‘I am.’ 

This is a poet who suffers, accuses, hopes  

and lives with intelligence and energy  

that is both moving and impressive.

Sales 

All rights available

SAM ZAMRIK

P O E T R Y

»Sam Zamrik’s 
debut is a poetic 
feat. It impresses 
his wounds and 
his genius on us.«  
Annika Reich



 
    

BACKLIST HIGHLIGHTS

»A masterful piece of storytelling – moving, touching 

     and compelling, and never overcooked.« Der Erinnerungsfälscher

»In Tick-Tock, Lucadou brilliantly combines the trivial and 

     the profound, and puts all kinds of modern phenomena  

under the microscope over the course of this fast-paced story.«               Tick Tack

»A stunningly intense and multi-layered
     novel – a brilliant family epic.« Dschinns

»Muted, astute and brilliant.«  
           Ein simpler Eingriff

»I read this book as if intoxicated. 
      Great stuff!« Über Carl reden wir morgen     

 

»There is hardly a more enjoyable  
        or uplifting book this summer
   than The Black Rose.« Die schwarze Rose 

29



H Ü S E Y IN

Ü MI T

S E V DA

H A K A N

PERI

EMINE

»So this is how it ends … You walk at last into the flat you’ve dreamt of 
your whole life, only to die, like this, without seeing the glint in Emine’s 
eyes when she comes in here for the first time, or the youthful excite-
ment of your daughter and two sons – you’ll never see any of it.«

»People praying always make Ümit feel bad. It’s as if the prayers are  
rendered useless by his being in the room, as if Ümit’s presence will  
ensure that the prayers are not answered.«

»Sevda’s entire fate was determined by her having been left all alone 
at the age of twelve while the rest of her family started a new life in 
an exciting country on the other side of the world. Nobody could have 
recovered from this loneliness. She would carry it with her all the way 
to the small German town where her younger siblings spoke a new 
language that she didn’t understand.«

»Assimilation, thought Peri, didn’t have a history. It was the opposite of 
history. It was the end of it, its eradication. It was the emptiness in your 
heart whenever someone spoke about homesickness. It was the absence 
of any desire to correct people when they mispronounced your name.«

»As if Hakan had actually chosen to be a wog. As if he wouldn’t far 
rather be an inconspicuous nobody who made it to his father’s funeral 
on time because the cops didn’t accuse him out of the blue of being  
a junkie or a dealer.«

»Happy. Why do these children keep talking about being happy? Why do 
they always want everyone to be happy? Can’t people just be normal? 
Why isn’t that enough?« 

FATMA AYDEMIR'S  
EPIC FAMIlY NoVEl 
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Fatma Aydemir  

Djinns 

368 pages

February 2022

Hüseyin has spent the past thirty years  

working in Germany, and now his biggest 

dream has finally come true: he’s bought his 

very own flat in Istanbul - but he promptly dies 

of a heart attack on the day he moves in. His 

family in Germany travel to Turkey for the  

funeral. Fatma Aydemir’s epic social novel 

tells the stories of six characters who could 

not be more different from each other, and  

yet all happen to be related - and of their  

insatiable desire to be understood.

If every family is nothing more than a tapestry 

of stories, what do the holes in it mean? Do 

we need them because we can’t face up to 

the whole truth? Or will they end up bringing 

everything crashing down? Djinns asks these 

questions with power and beauty, casting its 

gaze deep into the history of the past decades 

and far ahead into the future. The six unfor-

gettable protagonists of this novel all have 

their own baggage: secrets, desires, wounds. 

And yet one thing unites them all: this  

feeling they get in Hüseyin’s flat that  

someone is watching them.

FATMA AYDEMIR

F I C T I O N

Sales 

Denmark (Politikens), Netherlands (Signatuur), 

Poland (Cyranka), UK/US (Wisconsin UP)
Fatma Aydemir 

was born in Karlsruhe in 1986. She lives in Berlin 

and is a columnist and editor for the taz newspaper. 

Her debut novel, Ellbogen, was published by 

Hanser in 2017, and won the Klaus Michael Kühne 

Prize and the Franz Hessel Prize. In 2019, together 

with Hengameh Yaghoobifarah, she published the 

anthology Eure Heimat ist unser Albtraum. Djinns 

was awarded the Robert Gernhardt Prize.  

On Instagram and Twitter

• An epic family novel

• Fatma Aydemir’s voice has a force 

  that hits you in the heart and in the gut

»A family novel 
about being in  
between places 
which moved me 
like no other.«  
Alena Schröder

Selected by 
 New books 
in German

English sample 
translation  
available

Shortlisted for  
the German  

Book Prize 2022

On the  

SPIEGEL  

bestseller list



F
o

to
 ©

: P
e

te
r-

A
n

d
re

a
s 

H
a

ss
ie

p
e

n

Abbas Khider

was born in Baghdad in 1973. He was sent to 

prison at the age of 19 because of his political 

activities. After he was released, he fled Iraq and 

spent time in several different countries. He has 

been living in Germany since the year 2000, and 

studied literature and philosophy in Munich and 

Potsdam. Abbas Khider now lives in Berlin. His 

publications with Hanser include Ohrfeige (2016), 

Deutsch für alle (2019) and Palast der Miserablen 

(2020).  

abbaskhider.com and on Facebook

Abbas Khider

The Memory Forger

128 pages

January 2022

• Which memories make us who we are?

A hugely powerful life story: a bridge between 

Germany and Iraq, a great story of searching 

and remembering. This moving and poetic  

novel carries within it the sounds of a whole 

life. A host of beautiful images reveal the  

full force of Abbas Khider’s writing. 

Said Al-Wahid always carries his passport with 

him, even when he’s just going to the super-

market. He lives in the Neukölln district of 

Berlin together with his wife Monica and their 

son Ilias. Said wants to be a writer, and has 

started publishing some texts in literary maga-

zines. On his way home from a reading one 

evening, he receives the news that his mother 

is dying – and so, for the first time in years, he 

travels back to his country of origin. The closer 

Said gets to his family in Baghdad, the deeper 

his memories go: back to the years of his arri-

val in Germany, to the months he spent fleeing 

across Africa towards Europe, and finally  

back to moments of his childhood in Iraq. 

Which memories are missing, which have 

 been distorted and which have been  

invented? Said doesn’t know. And that’s  

what has saved him to this day.

ABBAS KHIDER

F I C T I O N

Sales 

Denmark (Straarup & Co.)

»Abbas 
Khider’s  
writing is 
so thrilling  
it makes 
you shiver.«  
Cornelia Geissler, Frankfurter Rundschau

Selected by 
 New books 
in German

English sample 
translation  
available

On the  
SPIEGEL  

bestseller list
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Julia von Lucadou

was born in Heidelberg in 1982, and is a film 

scholar. She has worked as an assistant director, 

television commissioner and simulated patient.  

Her debut novel, Die Hochhausspringerin (The 

High-Rise Diver) (2018) was shortlisted for the 

Swiss Book Prize and was awarded the Swiss  

Literature Prize.

Julia von Lucadou

Tick Tack

256 pages 

March 2022

• Cutting and hardheaded – a text  

   that plays with superficialities,  

   but gets deep under your skin

Before lying down on the tracks of an  

underground train, Mette, 15, announces what 

she’s about to do via a string of TikTok videos. 

Nobody reacts – but she still gets rescued.

Her suicide attempt confounds everyone in her 

privileged world: up until now, she’s done a 

perfect job of playing the gifted child – Mette’s 

strategy for remaining under the radar in a 

world full of lies. Then she meets Jo: ten years 

older than her, brilliant and full of rage, an 

ally. He has built up a following as an anti-

influencer, and now recruits Mette to his battle 

against the mainstream. She gets drawn into  

a game whose rules she does not understand.

With glittering clarity and cutting wit, Julia von 

Lucadou opens up a window onto our present 

age, in which digital and real-life realities  

completely permeate each other.

JULIA VON LUCADOU

A frighteningly clever novel about 
our present age – perfidiously 
entertaining and unsettling

F I C T I O N

Sales 

Denmark (Straarup & Co.)



F
o

to
 ©

: L
a

d
in

a 
B

is
ch

o
ff

Yael Inokai 

was born in 1989 in Basel. She studied philosophy 

there, and then screenwriting and dramaturgy in 

Berlin. Her debut novel, Storchenbiss, was pub-

lished in 2012. She won the 2018 Swiss Literature 

Prize for her second novel, Mahlstrom. She is a 

staffer at the magazine PS: Politisch Schreiben 

and lives in Berlin.

Yael Inokai 

A Simple Procedure

192 pages

February 2022• An award-winning author explores  

  a risky medical intervention that  

  changes the life of three women forever

• A novel about deep-seated misogyny 

  and the emancipatory power of love 

  and empathy

Meret is a nurse. The clinic is her home, she 

wears her uniform with pride, and no one 

knows more than her about how people can 

suffer. Until one day a new kind of intervention 

is developed, aimed at releasing women from 

psychological distress. Its secondary effects 

can be painful, but then patients start to heal. 

Meret holds onto this thought, even as she 

slowly begins to have her doubts about it.

A Simple Procedure is not just the story of  

a young woman who, in a world of strict 

hierarchies and dehumanised female patients, 

begins to lose her belief in the power of medi-

cine. It is also an intense evocation of a love 

with its own unique rules: Meret falls in love 

with another female nurse. And in so doing, 

she oversteps an invisible boundary.

Sales 

France (Editions Zoë), Greece (World Editions), 

Netherlands (under negotiation)

YAEL INOKAI

F I C T I O N

»A unique voice, full  

of deeply sensual  

and unconventional 

descriptions and  

analogies. A revelation!« 
Britta Spichiger, SRF Literatur

»Yael Inokai illuminates 

the women in this 

book with her limpid 

sentences; she writes 

with a steady hand,  

never shying away 

from the darkness.«  
Dorothee Elmiger

Selected by 
 New books 
in German

Longlisted for  
the German  

Book Prize 2022

English sample 
translation  
available
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Dirk Schümer
was born in 1962 in Soest, and studied German 
language and literature, philosophy and medieval 
history in Hamburg and Paris. In the early 1990s, 
he worked as an editor and cultural correspondent 
for the Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung in Venice 
and Vienna, and has worked in the same roles  
for the Welt group since November 2014. His  
most recent publications are Zu Fuß. Eine kurze  
Geschichte des Wanderns; Schland: Wie der  
Fußball Deutschland neu erfunden hat (both in 
2010) and Touristen sind immer die anderen (2014). 

Dirk Schümer

The Black Rose

608 pages

February 2022

• Required reading for all fans  

  of The Name of the Rose

• Historically accurate and  

  as exciting as a thriller 

Denounced as a heretic, the most famous  

German preacher Eckhart von Hochheim  

had to submit to the Inquisition in the court of  

the Pope in Avignon in the year 1328. In the  

company of his novice, Wittekind, Meister  

Eckhart witnesses a bloody robbery. When  

Wittekind himself is attacked, the pair realise 

that they are being drawn into a Europe-wide 

financial fraud scheme. In the shadow of the 

Pope's Palace, the secretive Franciscan  

William of Baskerville is also on the  

trail of its perpetrators. 

Dirk Schümer’s enthralling historical  

novel picks up where Umberto Eco’s  

Name of the Rose left off. We discover  

a dark metropolis of religion, which  

has only one credo: gold.

DIRK SCHÜMER

»Dirk Schümer is a wonderful  
storyteller.« Donna Leon

»Whoever thought that William of Baskerville had no life after 

The Name of the Rose will think better of it after reading 

this book by Dirk Schümer! He is alive!« Michael Krüger

Sales 

All rights available

English sample 
translation  
available

On the  
SPIEGEL  

bestseller list
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»Vividly and lavishly,  

Schümer tells of a Middle 

Ages that thoroughly  

mirrors our world today.  

Naturally, we respond  

particularly sensitively to 

criticism of the church now, 

but the descriptions of  

predatory capitalism are  

also up to date.«  
Simone Dattenberger, Münchner Merkur

»You learn  
so much! A  
tremendously 
well-researched 
piece of medieval 
panorama, excit-
ing to read.«  
Daniel Kaiser, eat.READ.sleep

»There is hardly  
a more enjoyable  
or uplifting book 
this summer than 
the Black Rose. «  
Nils Minkmar, Süddeutsche Zeitung

»Schümer describes the time 

of ecclesiastical fundamenta-

lism in a colourful and his-

torically accurate manner. 

[…] Exciting as a thriller and 

controversial to this day.«  
Sandra Ölz, ORF

»The meticulously 
researched novel 
still has a burning 
relevance.«  
Raimund Kirch, Nürnberger Nachrichten

»Clever and 
entertaining 
education 
about dark 
times.«  
Kerstin Hellberg, Stern

»A historical novel,  

a love story, an action 

novel with Tarantino-like 

splatter scenes, but also 

a financial thriller - a  

novel like a film noir,  

a real pleasure!«  
Denis Scheck, SWR lesenswert

»Exciting and 
clever. […]  
Dirk Schümer 
has written a 
brilliant book 
that you can 
smell, taste and 
that makes you 
reflect. And  
one that will  
immerse you in 
no time at all.«  
Iris Hetscher, Weser-Kurier
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Judith W. Taschler
was born in 1970 in Linz, and grew up with six 
siblings and numerous animals and books in a  
big yellow house in the Mühlviertel region. After 
studying history and German language and  
literature, she worked as a teacher for several 

years. She lives in Innsbruck. Her novel Die 

Deutschlehrerin was awarded the 2014 Friedrich 
Glauser Prize. She has also published, among 

others, the novels bleiben (2016), David (2017) 

and Das Geburtstagsfest (2019).

Judith W. Taschler

We’ll Talk About 

Carl Tomorrow

464 pages

April 2022

• An epic family novel  

  spanning three generations

• Spans the period from the start  

  of the 19th to the 20th century

• For readers of Dörte Hansen  

  and Daniela Krien

The family in the mill have almost made their 

peace with the idea that Carl died in the war 

when, in the winter of 1918, they suddenly  

find him standing outside their front door –  

so changed that even his twin brother Eugen 

barely recognises him. Eugen is just visiting: 

he set off for America in search of happiness 

a few years ago, and may even have found it 

there. Will he be prepared to share it with Carl? 

Is happiness even something you can share? 

Judith W. Taschler has written an epic family 

novel: a spellbinding account, spanning  

three generations, of the fate of the Brugger  

family, whose life at the mill is above all  

defined by its women. A sensitive portrait  

of a village, a book about goodbyes and star- 

crossed love, about war and the insatiable  

longing for the happiness of the past.

JUDITH W. TASCHLER

Sales 

All rights available

»I read this book as if  

intoxicated. Twice within 

the space of just a few 

weeks. And although the 

second time round I knew 

what would happen, it still  

grabbed me and enthralled 

me just as much.  

Great stuff.«  
Christine Westermann, WDR on Die Deutschlehrerin

»The reader is engrossed, 

wants to know what really 

happened. A thoroughly  

humane novel.«  
Susanna Bastaroli, Die Presse on Das Geburtstagsfest

English sample 
translation  
available

On the  

SPIEGEL  

bestseller list



M O R E  Q U O T E S  A N D  P R A I S E

»A captivating 
family novel 
set against  
a rural back-
drop.« Meike Schnitzler, Brigitte

»In this family saga, in 

which world history is  

navigated in an unobtrusive 

and, because of that, all  

the more impressive way,  

Taschler once again proves  

to be a masterful narrator 

whose sound becomes  

better, more complex, and 

more intense with each of 

her books.« 

Bettina Ruczynski, Sächsische Zeitung

»A village as a backdrop for 

universal human issues: 

What remains of our dreams? 

How much does the indi- 

vidual matter in the world  

order? And what is happiness 

anyway? And love? A man is 

caught up in the mill wheel 

of history: Judith W. Taschler 

skilfully holds together the 

storylines between lives  

and centuries.« Dagmar Kaindl, Buchkultur

»Taschler is a 
great storyteller 
who knows how  
to compose novels 
ingeniously.«  
Udo Schöpfer, Die Rheinpfalz

»In Tomorrow We’ll Talk 

About Carl, Judith W.  

Taschler stands in the 

tradition of Joseph Roth 

and his great works from 

the era of the late Austrian 

empire. This extensive, 

densely narrated and 

multi-generational novel 

has similar literary  

qualities.«  
Wolfgang A. Niemann, Buchrezensionen

»A great family  
novel … Taschler’s 
desire to write 
well-researched 
stories makes  
Tomorrow We’ll 
Talk About Carl 
a page-turner in 
the best sense  
of the word.«  
Doris Kraus, Die Presse 
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