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About the book 
 
An abandoned castle. An ambitious coachman's daughter. And a count with dangerous 
mood swings: Welcome to Borryán. 
It is (more or less) the year 1900, and Christina, the 19-year-old daughter of the head 
coachman, is bored out of her mind at Borryán Castle. Her unhappiness is great: Christina 
wants to be rich and distinguished, to sit in the back of the carriage, to be a countess, at 
least for a day. Instead, she is supposed to find a job: chambermaid, kindergarten teacher... 
But then a dispatch arrives that changes everything: Count Alexander Murány, who has not 
lived in his manor house for two years, announces his return from Paris. Since he has 
plunged his marriage into what appears to be an irreparable crisis through casual infidelity, 
and Christine's advances – who sees the count as the chance of a lifetime – prove more than 
inviting, a passionate affair is inevitable. Until his wife unexpectedly arrives in Borryán and 
the cards are reshuffled...  
Emilie Mataja's timeless novel not only delivers a heated relationship drama, but also a 
clever examination of class and gender. She writes about intelligent, courageous, unyielding, 
scandalous and in no way decent women! 
With a literary classification by Bettina Balàka and a contribution to the historical-
biographical discussion by historian Katharina Prager. 
 

About the author 
 

Photo: © Wienbibliothek im Rathaus / Katharina_Prager 

Emilie Mataja (1855–1938) was the author of numerous novels, novellas 
and essays. She published her works under the male pseudonym Emil 
Marriot. In her popular texts, she criticised the social role of women, 
whose limitations Mataja considered far too restrictive. She wrote for the 
Wiener Allgemeine Zeitung, among others, and was a founding member 
of the Association of Women Writers and Artists in Vienna. After the end 
of the First World War, Mataja stopped publishing, and by the time she 
died in 1938, she had already been forgotten as a writer. 

See also: https://www.geschichtewiki.wien.gv.at/Emilie_Mataja  

https://www.geschichtewiki.wien.gv.at/Emilie_Mataja
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About the editor 
 
Photo: © Alain Babero 

Bettina Balàka disproves any distinction 
between highbrow and lowbrow literature – in 
her novels, she demonstrates how literary 
sophistication, vivid characterisation, knowledge 
and subtle humour can be playfully combined 
with good dramaturgy to create magnificent 
entertainment. Born in Salzburg in 1966, she 
lives in Vienna as a freelance writer. She has 
published numerous books, plays and radio 
plays. Balàka's great passion lies in historical 

writing, research and compilation. As an editor, she is dedicated to the Haymon Her Story 
series, the first volume of which, ‘Eine Frau zwischen gestern und morgen’ (A Woman 
Between Yesterday and Tomorrow) by Doris Brehm, was published in April 2025 and 
subsequently included in the land registers of Austrian literature. 
www.balaka.at  
 
Photo: © Christian Lendl 

 Katharina Prager is a contemporary historian and 
biographical researcher. She has published numerous 
articles and books on Vienna around 1900, exile and 
migration, as well as contributions on women's and 
gender history. Her work has received several awards, 
including the Michael Mitterauer Prize and the Böhlau 
Anniversary Prize of the City of Vienna. A particular 
focus of her research is the satirist Karl Kraus, on 
whom she has published a handbook, curated 

exhibitions and gave a lecture in Vienna in 2024. Her main profession is head of research 
and participation, which also includes Wien Geschichte Wiki, at the Vienna Library in City 
Hall. 
 
 

  

http://www.balaka.at/
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Approx. 265 pages, hardcover 
 
 
 

About the book 
 
She is everything women have never been allowed to be: successful, sexually confident, 
independent – and completely unfazed by whether people admire or hate her for it. A 
performance artist in her forties who knows what she wants – and is not prepared to 
apologise or even feel ashamed. Not for her career, not for her body, not for her desires or 
her decision not to have children.  
FUCKGIRL lives in a one-sidedly open, seemingly happy marriage in which she calls the shots. 
When she finds out that one of her one-night stands is cheating on his girlfriend, she hatches 
a plan for revenge. Female solidarity, she is certain, is what we need. FUCKGIRL is the 
antithesis of the betrayed wife, the eternal waiter, the woman who has to earn love. A 
radically feminist novel about self-empowerment, sex and anger; a novel that takes a critical 
look at monogamy and non-monogamy – and gets to the bottom of the question: what comes 
after sexual self-determination? This story is intense, physical, present – and, in its courage 
to embrace ambivalence, anything but complacent. 

About the author 
 

Photo: © Haymon Verlag / Mark Lloyd 

Bianca Jankovska (@groschenphilosophin) 
knew at the age of 13 that she wanted to 
write – and she stuck to it. Her texts 
combine essayistic reflection and literary 
staging, leading readers into intimate 
spaces of family, relationships, sexuality 
and trauma. 
After studying journalism and political 

science, she had a short career as a journalist in various media and forms of employment. In 
2018, she published her first book, “Das Millennial-Manifest” (The Millennial Manifesto), 
followed in 2020 by Dear Girlboss, we are done. In 2024, “Potenziell furchtbare Tage” 
(Potentially Terrible Days) was published by Haymon Verlag. Today, Jankovska still prefers to 
talk about feminist life and pop culture on her substack (fuckgirl.substack.com) and on her 
YouTube channel ‘Groschenphilosophin’. ‘Fuckgirl’ is Bianca Jankovska's debut novel. 
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The Transformation 
Novel 

 
Haymon Verlag  
ISBN 978-3-7099-8275-4 
April 16, 2026 
 

 

About the book 
 
The story told here is about Giaco Gatz. It is recounted in a version by Nick Kümmel – and yet 
every word is true. But let's go back to the beginning, or rather to the beginning of the end: 
Nick, a writer from the old days, ponders these lines while outside the world is not coming to 
an end after all. The year is 2020: the digital way of life is becoming the norm. For most 
people, that's fine. For Nick and his generation, it's a disaster. Or so he thinks, until he starts 
thinking about his old friend Giaco ... 

Giaco Gatz, who is a survivalist. Giaco, who embodies the attempt to understand the spirit of 
the times, who tries to approach the digital world of management with the same empathy he 
had as a young man in the literary world of yesteryear. Giaco's version looks different: yes, he 
is a survivor, yes, he has mastered the chameleon syndrome. Today, Giaco is a content 
manager (Nick's niece Sophie knows what that means), his tools very different from those he 
once shared with Nick. 

Nick's analogue universe is breaking down without any anchors in reality: everything is 
becoming more confusing, smoother, more compulsive. How can he be human – how can 
anyone be an artist – when things will never be the way they once were? 

 

About the author 
 

© Photo: Charlotte Yvon 
Walter Grond, born in 1957, lives in Vienna. Among other things, he 
was editor of the literary series ‘Essay’ and the magazines Nebelhorn, 
ABSOLUT and Liqueur. Author of the novels ‘Landnahme’, ‘Labrys’, ‘Das 
Feld’, ‘Stimmen’ and ‘ABSOLUT GROND’. Author and organiser of 
‘GROND ABSOLUT HOMER’. In spring 2002, he worked on the 
‘Schreiben am Netz’ project at the Collegium Helveticum of ETH Zurich 
in collaboration with the Neue Zürcher Zeitung. From 2004 to 2014, he 
was project manager of www.readme.cc, and since 2009 he has been 

artistic director of the European Literature Days and collaborator on the Erasmus + project 
www.eljub.eu. Published by Haymon: Der Soldat und das Schöne (The Soldier and the 
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Beautiful). Novel (1998), Der Erzähler und der Cyberspace (The Narrator and Cyberspace). 
Essays (1999), ‘Old Danube House’. Novel (2001), “Almasy”. Novel (2002), ‘Writing on the 
Net’. Literature in the digital age (together with Johannes Fehr, 2003), ‘Three Men’. Novella 
(2004), ‘The Yellow Divan’. Novel (2009) and four volumes in the series ‘Out in the Wachau’. 
The somewhat different travel companion (2011 and 2012), most recently his novels ‘My 
Daydream Trieste’ (2012) and ‘Three Loves’ (2017) and ‘Summer Without Farewell’ (2019). 
Die Wandlung (The Transformation) is Walter Grund's new novel, which chronicles the 
experience of a man whose world has suddenly changed in a highly literary style: subtle, 
multi-layered and uncompromisingly honest. 
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Theresa and Joseph Prammer 

The Hotel on the Brink of Collapse  
Crime novel 

 
Haymon Verlag  
ISBN 978-3-7099-8283-9 
May 2026 
 
 

About the book 
 
The second balcony from the left is leaning and the façade is crumbling, but that doesn't 
detract from its charm! Memories of the glory days of the ‘Perfekt’ wellness hotel have 
faded as much as the wallpaper in the lobby. To be honest, the place is only being held 
together by its good spirits, also known as employees. At least those who haven't yet run 
away from hotel owner Felix Perfekt – if names really were omens, he would be called Felix 
Choleric. What keeps the staff in the hotel? It's not the salary, because they are all poorly 
paid or, strictly speaking, not paid at all. And that's been the case for months. The prospect 
of a new investor seems as appealing as a freshly filled bread basket at the breakfast buffet. 
Wonderful! Unfortunately, the potential saviour wants to inspect the hotel incognito. 
On the plus side: there are no bedbugs at the ‘Perfekt’ – at the moment. But the increasing 
number of deaths in the neighbouring town does not exactly create a feel-good 
atmosphere. When Mr Choleric, sorry, Mr Perfect, then unfortunately falls out of the 
window and his neck, even more unfortunately, makes contact with the folded hands of the 
Buddha statue, the very last chance of a happy ending for the hotel and its employees 
seems to have been wasted. Seems... because in their desperation, the staff initiate a 
charade. Until no one really knows who is who anymore: staff, guest, murderer? 

 

About the authors 
 

© Photo: Janine Guldener 
Theresa and Joseph Prammer not only know how to breathe life into 
their characters, but also into their setting, the dilapidated ‘Hotel 
Perfekt’. As actors, directors and writers, they bring together lively 
dialogue, comical characters and an almost perfect murder: as a crime 
novel, but also as a stage play at the Komödienspiele Neulengbach 
theatre festival. Theresa Prammer has already won the Leo Perutz Prize 
for her novels; at Haymon, the unlikely duo Toni and Brehm as well as 
Carlotta Fiore investigate. Joseph Prammer is known from television 

and various stages. In this crime thriller, the passionate table tennis player serves his wife 
punchlines with a bang. And we can be sure that Theresa Prammer will return the favour 
with aplomb. 
 


