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Julia Pustet 

Alles ganz schlimm /All Very Bad 
Novel 
 
Haymon Verlag  
ISBN 978-3-7099-8256-3 
September 4, 2025 
360 pages, hardcover with dust jacket 
 
 
 

About the book 
 
Finally arrived – or has she? Susanne has survived her twenties, built a life for herself, and 
everything is actually going quite well. But somehow conflicts keep creeping into her 
friendships and romances, rifts and intrigues arise, and her environment increasingly 
becomes a playing field whose rules she does not understand. The feeling of emptiness leaves 
room for memories, and Susanne begins to write about a long-forgotten chapter of her young 
adult years: her time as a prostitute. The text develops unexpected impact when a friend 
steals it and publishes it as her own – appropriating not only her thoughts but also her trauma. 
Rumours, statements and shitstorms follow, ultimately driving Susanne to abandon the life 
that kept her inner turmoil at bay. She seeks peace and support from her family. But a 
creeping fear arises that this is precisely the place where everything will fall apart...  
 
‘Alles ganz schlimm’ is drama, pain, humour and a deep look into the dynamics and discord 
of our time. Julia Pustet delivers a stirring and poignant story of a woman who confronts the 
whole world – and in the end only finds herself again.  

 

About the author 
 

Foto: © Haymon Verlag / Fotowerk Aichner 

 Julia Pustet is an author, musician and, above all, an anti-fascist. On 
social media, she writes about intersectionality, feminism and anti-
Semitism in the left-wing scene. Following numerous publications, 
including in Kaput magazine, her emotional and powerful debut 
novel, “Alles ganz schlimm”, is now available. 
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Review by New Books in German (https://www.new-books-in-
german.com/recommendations/all-very-bad/): 
Julia Pustet’s debut novel is a chilling, sharply observed, and unsettlingly funny exploration 
of sex work, female friendship, betrayal, and the disorienting grey zones between power 
and vulnerability. ‘All Very Bad’ will appeal to readers of Brittany Newell’s novel about sex 
work in San Francisco, ‘Soft Core’, as well as fans of feminist autofiction, queer narratives, 
and transgressive fiction by authors such as Torrey Peters, Lisa Taddeo, and Melissa Broder.  
Told through the acerbic, deeply introspective voice of Susanne, the novel delves into the 
contradictions of contemporary womanhood and the emotional aftershocks of being 
silenced, betrayed, and misrepresented, particularly by those who claim to be allies.  
At the core of the novel is Susanne’s volatile relationship with Stella, a charismatic and 
ethically ambiguous woman within her feminist social circle. Their bond is intense and 
contradictory, laced with admiration, competition, and resentment. When Susanne writes a 
raw account of her experiences as a sex worker, describing her dealings with clients and 
coworkers, and the blurred lines between empowerment and exploitation, Stella steals the 
manuscript, publishes it under her own name, and becomes a media sensation. The fallout 
from this betrayal reverberates through Susanne’s relationships and her sense of self, 
culminating in Stella’s suicide and the confused, conflicted aftermath.  
The novel moves fluidly between timelines, including Susanne’s childhood, her fraught 
family dynamics, her time working in a brothel, and the events surrounding Stella’s act of 
plagiarism and death. The result is a fragmented narrative that mirrors the internal disarray 
of its narrator. There is particular brilliance in how Pustet captures small, psychologically 
loaded interactions: a seemingly banal conversation with a former friend turns insidiously 
cruel; a moment of support in a brothel becomes unexpectedly tender. These moments 
resist moral binaries, portraying emotional life as complex, contradictory, and often quietly 
devastating.  
Susanne is a narrator who is clear-eyed but not self-righteous. She doesn’t ask to be liked; 
she asks to be listened to. Her relationships are messy, her choices conflicted, and her 
loyalty to harmful people painfully believable.   
The novel’s themes of authorship, consent, trauma, and self-erasure feel urgent and 
relevant, especially in feminist spaces grappling with internal contradictions. ‘All Very Bad’ is 
a bold, emotionally complex debut with real crossover potential for English-language 
readers: intimate, raw, and painfully relevant. 
 
 
 

https://www.new-books-in-german.com/recommendations/all-very-bad/
https://www.new-books-in-german.com/recommendations/all-very-bad/
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Bianca-Karla Itariu, Johanna Brix 

The Weight of Our Bodies 
About body shaming in medicine – and why compassion and respect are 

more important than weight loss tips 

 
Haymon Verlag  
ISBN 978-3-7099-8236-5 
October 2025 
264 pages, gatefold brochure 
 

About the book 
 
Lazy, sluggish, undisciplined – these are just some of the common prejudices against 
overweight people. If a fat person came to hospital with an axe in their head, they would be 
told to lose weight first, then they would feel better, according to authors Dr Bianca-Karla 
Itariu and Dr Johanna Brix. But what is the basis for this fatphobia that characterises our 
society and extends into doctors' offices and hospitals? And how is it related to misogyny? 
 
Itariu and Brix look back at the historical developments of body shapes and ideals and 
advocate for a healthy approach to weight and illness. They fight for appropriate medical 
treatment, for recognition and for the eradication of fatphobia. Because a healthcare system 
in welfare states must not be a healthcare system in which discrimination is part of everyday 
life, in which women, overweight people and poor people are stigmatised.  

 

About the authors 
 

© Photos: Alexander Juerets 
Dr Bianca-Karla Itariu, PhD, completed her training as a specialist 
in internal medicine, with a subspecialty in endocrinology and 
metabolic diseases, at the Medical University of Vienna. Until 
March 2023, she headed the internal medicine obesity outpatient 
clinic at Vienna General Hospital. She is the author of numerous 

publications on obesity and a board member of the Austrian Obesity Society. 
 

Dr Johanna Brix is a specialist in internal medicine and senior 
physician in the 1st Medical Department of Endocrinology, 
Diabetology and Nephrology at the Landstraße Clinic. She is also 
president of the Austrian Obesity Society and director of the 
Obesity Academy. She teaches at the Medical University of Vienna. 
  



 

5 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Stefanie Jaksch and Magdalena Stammler 

bleeding 
15 stories 

 
Haymon Verlag  
ISBN 978-3-7099-8242-6 
August 19, 2025 
248 pages, hardcover 
 

 

About the book 
 
Women bleed. They bleed every day, whether literally or figuratively, as working mums, in 
care work, because their cycle demands it, as victims of violence, or simply as people who do 
not conform to social norms. The blood flows: when we are not pregnant again, or fortunately 
not pregnant, when we have had an abortion or just given birth, when we were too loud at 
home or not quick enough on our way home at night, when the menopause is approaching 
or we don't want children and this causes offence...  
In their texts, 15 authors tell of struggles and resistance, rebel, write gently, disturbingly and 
differently about the everyday nature of bleeding. This anthology is an outburst, a breath of 
fresh air, harsh reality and boundless imagination. 
 

About the editors 
 

© Photos: FotowerkAichner 
Stefanie Jaksch, born in Erlangen, Franconia, has been living and reading in 
Vienna since 2011, where she most recently worked as publishing director 
for Kremayr & Scheriau. After completing her studies and working in public 
relations, she worked as a dramaturge, bookseller and publishing director. 
Today, Jaksch, who describes herself as a ‘literary worker’, works as a 
freelance presenter, curator, editor and author. In 2024, she founded ‘In 
Worten – Das Büro für Literatur- und Kulturarbeit’ (In Words – The Office 
for Literary and Cultural Work). In August 2024, the author's first book, Über 
das Helle (About the Light), was by Haymon.  
Magdalena Stammler, born in Vienna in 1987, lives with her family in 
Upper Austria. She studied linguistics at the Universities of Vienna and 
Potsdam and works as an author and radio editor. In 2021, she was active 
as a ‘Kulturnautin’ in the inner Salzkammergut as part of the Festival of 
Regions. Her short prose texts have already won awards, some of them 
have been published in various literary magazines and performed on a 
wide variety of reading stages. 
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Edith Kneifl 

The Sinister Patient 
A Vienna Crime Story 

 
Haymon Verlag  
ISBN 978-3-7099-7992-1 
September 11, 2025 
384 pages, paperback 
 
 

About the book 
Arthur Lang, a psychoanalyst in Vienna, has recovered from the murder of his unloved father 
by his equally unloved stepmother (and former flame). He puts his romance with waitress 
Maya on hold because she does not want to break up with her much older boss Toni – a big 
name in the Viennese restaurant scene and owner of Arthur's favourite pub, the Blaue Bar, 
where Maya works. Instead, Arthur gets together with Berlin journalist Katja. Regardless of 
the romantic conflict of interest, Arthur is devastated when Toni is killed in his bar. The focus 
of suspicion is not only on Toni's wife (yes, Toni was a scoundrel), but also on Maya. The fact 
that Katja is interested in the case because of her profession is not met with enthusiasm by 
everyone.  
However, daily business takes no account of the drama, and Arthur tries not to lose his head 
amid the problems of his patients and his own problems, which seem to haunt him even in 
the darkest alleys of Vienna. 
 
➔ The second book in the series “Vienna Psychoanalysis Crime Novel s”, but can be read 

on its own (Part 1: “The Wolf on my Couch”, 978-3-7099-7958-7) 
 

About the author 
© Photo: Kurt-Michael Westermann 

Edith Kneifl is the grand dame of Austrian crime fiction. Born in Upper 
Austria, she seized the opportunity after school to make Vienna her 
new home. She has been publishing novels, mainly crime fiction, since 
the 1980s. Edith Kneifl does not limit herself to Vienna. Numerous 
holiday crime novels testify to the fact that she travels a lot, for 
example to Greece, Istria, the USA and the Canary Islands. Edith Kneifl 
has won the Glauser Prize twice, once as the first woman and first 
Austrian in the ‘novel’ category and once for special services to the 
crime scene. The film ‘Taxi für eine Leiche’ (Taxi for a Corpse), based on 

one of Kneifl's novels, was awarded the Romy. At first glance, she may seem to be the 
grande dame par excellence, but Edith Kneifl is – with all due respect – a ‘wild hen’. Rumour 
has it that she once swam in the ocean off Mexico with KGB agents. But she'll have to tell 
that story herself. 
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Tatjana Kruse 
Mummies Never Murder on Wednesdays 
A rather cursed crime comedy 
 
Haymon Publishing House  
ISBN 978-3-7099-8196-2 
August 26, 2025 
256 pages, gatefold brochure 
 

About the book 
Escape game at the museum? You could almost think you were in the middle of one when, 
during the press conference for a sensational exhibition opening featuring artefacts from 
Ancient Egypt, one museum employee after another dies in spectacular fashion. The 
question arises: is there a logical explanation for the events, or is something far more 
sinister going on? Is a mummy on a bloodthirsty rampage? 
In any case, this is not what young Dr Apollonia Obermoser (Polly to her friends) had in mind 
when she finally got to present her find of artefacts from the Seventh Dynasty surrounding 
Pharaoh Teti III. What she finds most annoying, however, is that the daughter of the 
millionaire museum owner, Daphne Gamser, is firmly convinced that the mummy is 
responsible for the murders. Polly, who finds this utterly ridiculous, sets out to find ‘real’ 
clues. She has little choice, as a hacker attack has put the museum into lockdown mode and 
cut off all contact with the outside world – so she has to take matters into her own hands. 
Tatjana Kruse stirs up the dust of ancient Egypt! In the process, she leaves no artefact, er, no 
employee untouched – a delightful mixture of a thrilling murder mystery and laugh-out-loud 
comedy! 
 

About the author 
Photo: © Jürgen Weller 

 Tatjana Kruse, born in Schwäbisch Hall in 1960, has been writing short 
crime stories since 1996 and crime novels since 2000. Her signature genre 
is “crime comedy”: quirky, funny crime novels with plenty of slapstick and 
black humor. Kruse is one of the most popular crime writers in the 
German-speaking world, especially with her series about the 
embroidering Swabian ex-inspector Siggi Seifferheld. Many of her 
publications have been translated into foreign languages. Tatjana Kruse 
has received several awards, including the Marlowe Prize (1996) and the 
Nordfälle Prize (2005). HAYMONtb has published “Dig up Grandpa! A 

pitch black Alpine Crime Story” (2014), a trilogy about the investigating diva Pauline Miller, 
and Siggi Seifferheld's latest case ”Stripping Instead of Embroidering!” (2023), a volume of 
short Christmas thrillers: “Pine Scent With Fatal Consequences” (2019), “Bodys Who Stare at 
Goats. A pitch black Alpine Crime Story” (2020), “The Dead Embroiderers Society” (2021), 
“There Is Death After Death” (2022) and “Diary of a Water Corpse from the Grand Canal” 
(2024). 


