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FICTION
Stephanie Schuster, Wunderfrauen – Alles was das Herz begehrt
(THE MIRACLE WOMAN. WHATEVER THE HART DESIRES)

S. Fischer, 29 July 2020
Paperback, 480 pages, € 15.00
The first novel in the Miracle Women Trilogy
„Dreams are endless, but deeds that turn into miracles help dreams come true.“
In the mid-1950s, an era shaped by the spirit of new beginnings, Luise Dahlmann
opens a small grocery store in Starnberg, Germany, near Munich. She sells
everything the heart desires: fruit and vegetables, meats and dairy products, nylon
stockings, rich cakes and chocolate – along with plenty of gossip and tittle-tattle.
Three women cross paths with Luise in her shop until they all become friends:
Annabel von Thaler, the envious doctor’s wife who lives next door; Helga Knaup, the
young student nurse from Munich; and Marie Wagner, an expert horsewoman and
artist, who was expelled from the eastern region of Silesia at the end of the war. All
three pursue their dreams and want to break free from society’s entrenched
expectations, so they set out together to make a fresh start.
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One small mom-and-pop store, four destinies, and a shared desire to finally be
happy again. Four strong women find their destinies between the German
economic miracle and the Hippie era, between nylons and emancipation,
between love and friendship.


7 weeks on Spiegel Paperback Bestsellerlist, best rank # 5



35,000 copies sold in Germany since 29 July 2020



Detailed synopsis in English available
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Book 2 Von allem nur das Beste (ONLY THE VERY BEST)
German publication date: Spring 2021

Book 3 Freiheit im Angebot (FREEDOM WITHIN REACH)
German publication date: Fall 2021
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About the Author

© Jonas Schuster

Born in 1967, Stephanie Schuster lives with her family and a small herd of sheep on
a rustic farm near Starnberg, Bavaria. This is also where the Miracle Women trilogy is
set. Although the characters are completely fictional, the stories could have happened
in much the same way in real life. Stephanie Schuster weaves the captivating
destinies of four women into a panorama of the 1950s: the years of Germany’s
economic miracle, of hopes and dreams, and a new social transformation.
Other books by Stephanie Schuster:


Rebecca Abe (pseudonym), Im Labyrinth der Fugger, historical novel,
Gmeiner, 2013, reprinted in 2019



Stephanie Fey (pseudonym), Die Gesichtslosen, Die Verstummten, Die
Zerrissenen, thrillers, Heyne Verlag, 2011, 2013, 2015



Ida Ding (pseudonym), Hendlmord, Jungfernfahrt, regional mysteries,
Rowohlt Verlag, 2014, 2015



Stephanie Schuster, Der Augenblick der Zeit, literary novel, Blessing Verlag,
2018



Stephanie Schuster, MILENA und die Briefe der Liebe, historical novel,
Aufbau Verlag, Fall 2020
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Deana Zinßmeister, Die vergessene Heimat (THE FORGOTTEN HOMELAND)

Random House / Goldmann, 21 September 2020
Paperback, 448 pages, € 10.00

Britta Hofmeister has known the story of her parents’ escape from the German
Democratic Republic (East Germany) since she was a little girl. She herself was
born in the Federal Republic of Germany (West Germany), and grew up living a
sheltered existence with her brothers and sisters, never having any reason to look
into the past until her father begins to suffer from dementia. As he grows more
confused, he starts talking about the old days, and it soon becomes clear that he
has kept a secret for decades as to what really happened during the escape in
1961. Now the dramatic truth comes to light and puts the family to a crucial test …


The author’s total book sales in Germany:
More than 220,000 copies
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About the Author

© M.Jungen

Deana Zinßmeister has spent several years devoted exclusively to writing historical
novels. Her research is supported by the leading experts, and for her bestseller The
Witch’s Mark (Das Hexenmal, Goldmann 2008), she herself even walked the length
of the escape route of her protagonists. The author lives in the Saarland with her
husband and two children.
www.deana-zinssmeister.de
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Andreas Wagner, Jahresringe (TREE RINGS)

Droemer Knaur, 1 September 2020
Hardcover, 256 pages, € 20.00

The Search for Home and for Ourselves:
An expansive German family history at the Edge of the Hambach Forest*
When Leonore Klimkeit thinks of home, her first thoughts are of the woods near the
small village where she found refuge when she was driven out of East Prussia. She
finds comfort and new courage to face life among the high trees.
But when Leonore’s son, Paul, turns twelve years old, the forest has to give way to
lignite surface mining, and the village is relocated. In a new housing development at
the edge of the county seat, Leonore tries to create a new home for Paul and later
for the grandchildren, Jan and Sarah. But the ongoing forest clearing drives a deep
wedge into the family– until the brother and sister are eventually pitted against each
other as adversaries, when Jan manages one of the gigantic bucket wheel
excavators of the lignite corporate group, while while his sister, Sarah, joins up with
the forest squatters in the Hambach Forest.
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With an even and sensitive touch, Andreas Wagner recounts a moving family history
that keeps circling in on the question of the meaning of home. At the same time, his
novel vividly portrays the postwar era and the period of the so-called economic
miracle in Germany, the consequences of lignite dismantling for the landscape, the
events surrounding the Hambach Forest, and much more.

* The Hambach Forest is a forest with a very old stock of trees in the West German state of
North Rhine-Westphalia. Since the 1970s the energy provider RWE has been clearing the
forest in order to expand his lignite surface mining.
Before the clearing began, the forest, which was formerly called the Bürgerwald, had a
surface area of 10131 acres; now it is down to just about 1235 acres.
In Germany, the Hambach Forest is regarded as a symbol of resistance by the anti-coal
power movement protesting the destruction of the environment and damage to the climate
caused by the coal industry. Resistance fighters built houses in the trees in an attempt to call
a halt to any further clearings. In 2018, the Hambach Forest was evacuated by force at the
behest of the government.
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About the Author

© Helena Trowe

Andreas Wagner was born in Neuss in 1978 and works at a secondary school as
a school social worker. He lives in Cologne with his wife and their three daughters.
Tree Rings is his first novel.

Foreign Rights Fall 2020 / Spring 2021 / Page 12

Kati Naumann, Wo wir Kinder waren (WHERE WE WERE CHILDREN)

HarperCollins Germany, 26 January 2021
Hardcover, 416 pages, € 20.00

Looking back at a happy childhood
Eva, Iris, and Jan are the heirs to the once-magnificent Langbein toy factory in
Sonneberg. Established during the Imperial Era, it experienced its heyday during the
Weimar Republic. It survived two wars and the division and nationalization of
Germany, only to go under in a wretched manner after reunification, and nothing
remained of the venerable Langbein tradition. Conflicts and rancor have carried over
to the surviving family members. But when one of the rare Langbein dolls shows up
at an Internet auction – meticulously stitched and painted personally by their
grandfather – the faded past looms up again and raises countless questions:
questions of guilt and loss, but also of hope and new beginnings.
A stirring family history about an almost forgotten craft
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Previous novel Was uns erinnern lässt (WHAT WE REMEMBER,
(HarperCollins Germany March 2019) 3 weeks on Spiegel Paperback
Bestsellerlist, best rank # 43



and published in Holland by HarperCollins Holland under the tile
HEIMWEELAND in July 2019



and sold 15,000 hardcover copies in Germany. The paperback will be
published together with Wo wir Kinder waren (WHERE WE WERE
CHILDREN) with a big markting campaign.
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About the Author

© Clementine Künzel

Kati Naumann, born in 1963 in Leipzig, writes novels, screenplays, poems, song
lyrics, and radio play series, and has worked on a variety of music and children’s
programming for TV. She lives in Leipzig and London with her family.
www.katinaumann.de
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Wiebke Busch, Familie ist, wenn man trotzdem lacht (FAMILY IS WHEN YOU
LAUGH ANYWAY)

Heyne Verlag, 12 July 2021
Paperback, 336 pages, € 12.99

Steffi has had enough, and proceeds to renovate her life there and then
“Three rooms, three people. Fits the bill,” Arno Ruttmann says when he and his wife,
Steffi, have their first child. Steffi isn’t so sure about that – the space could get tight.
By the time child number two comes, it’s too late: The rents in Hamburg have risen
to astronomical heights. What are they to do? Do they sell their souls? Or their
firstborn? After countless house tours and realtors from hell, the solution comes
along, proving to be as unexpected as it is simple: A multigenerational shared home!
Flora Blum has been living in an idyllic urban villa with a garden for the past 49
years. Here’s the deal: The Ruttmann family buys a portion of the house, helps with
the renovation – and can move in with her. There is plenty of room, childcare, and
Flora as a new member of the family. Flora, in turn, is guarding a heady secret or
two of her own, now about to be disclosed.
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About the Author

© Bianca Wilkens

Wiebke Busch lives in Hamburg with her husband and their two children. She
herself spent years on the housing market looking for a place for her family, and
went through every experience imaginable in the process. When she is not writing
books, she composes advertising copy or compiles shopping lists. In her Brigitte
Mom Blog she has regularly reported to a sizable readership about her life as a wife
and mother.
www.wiebkebusch.de
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STEADY SELLER
Antonia Riepp, Belmonte

Piper/Pendo 2 June 2020
Paperback, 498 pages, € 15.00
An Italian-German family saga across four generations, from 1944 to the
present day. A picturesque medieval village in the Marches in Italy, Ancona,
the capital of the province, and Kempten, in the Allgäu region.
The suffering that German Wehrmacht soldiers inflicted on the partisan Teresa
Moretti (1924-1952) just outside her village in August 1944 continues to have
repercussions for her great-granddaughter, Simona Mälzer (29), an Italian-German
“guest worker child” of the third generation. Like her grandmother, Franca Mälzer
(1945-2018), she has no idea who her father is. When Franca dies, and passes
down Farina Hof, the house in the village where she was born, to Simona, Simona
sets out on a search for traces of her lineage. She finds a family, heroines, a
scandal – and her place in life.
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The author showcases her narrative skills on a sweeping scale. The reader is
placed right there in summery Italy, moved by the dramatic fate of the very special
heroines and feeling as though she is part of this family. This book provides a
mesmerizing, opulent, pleasurable reading experience.



11 weeks on Spiegel Paperback Bestsellerlist, best rank # 13



30,000 copies sold in Germany

Sequel / Book 2:
Antonia Riepp, Villa Fortuna. Eine deutsch-ilalienische Familiensaga (VILLA
FORTUNA. A German-Italian family saga)

Publication in Germany Fall 2021
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About the Author

© Antonio Moroni

Antonia Riepp is a new pseudonym of Susanne Mischke for this first of her novels
in the arena of sophisticated entertainment for women. The author was born in 1960
in Kempten in the Allgäu region and now lives in Wertach. During several summer
writing residencies she had the opportunity to deepen her love for Italy and the
Marches. Over the course of more than twenty years, Susanne Mischke has
published numerous suspense novels to great acclaim. She has received many
awards, and has been translated into five languages. Two of her bestsellers were
made into films. Susanne Mischke will continue to publish more of her suspense
novels under her real name with her longstanding publisher, Piper.
www.susannemischke.de
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NON FICTION
Gabor Steingart, Die unbequeme Wahrheit (THE INCONVENIENT TRUTH)

Penguin Germany, 31 August 2020
Hardcover, 208 pages, € 16.00

"Politics seeks to save the world of yesterday by means of artificially created
central bank money – and in doing so misses out on the future."
Gabor Steingart on Germany after Corona
Corona has now become just another word for excuse. Gabor Steingart has written
a personal address that opens our eyes to the states of exhaustion in the productive
core of our economy. The inconvenient truth behind the stimulus programs, to the
tune of billions, amounts to economic torpor, precarious working conditions, and
social division in Germany. Everything is lamented, but nothing is combated. Europe
resorts to the synthetic drugs of money creation to blunt the pain that accompanies
the new era, and under this cover, policymakers strive to preserve the world of
yesterday. At the threshold of the transition from the industrial to the digital society,
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Germany has switched over from pioneer to follower– with dire consequences for
our prosperity.
But there are alternatives to despair, and Steingart names them. Digitization,
globalization, and climate protection form the magic triangle of the imminent
transformation. “We can endure only if we take all three phenomena into account,
recognize their interconnection, and build a world that is global, digital, and
sustainable.”

This book is a DISTURBANCE.
This book is an ENCOURAGEMENT.
This book is an AGENDA for everyone who has no desire for destruction.



Second week after publication on Spiegel Bestsellerlist, best rank # 5
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About the Author

© .sxi | Denis Ignatov

Gabor Steingart, born in 1962, is one of Germany’s most distinguished nonfiction
authors and the recipient of multiple awards in journalism. In his daily podcast and
newsletter, “Steingart’s Morning Briefing,” he provides commentary on the economy
and current events, reports on the news, and features exclusive Interviews with
opinion leaders in the areas of politics, the economy, and culture.
His career: From 1990 to 2010, journalist for Der Spiegel in Leipzig, Bonn,
Hamburg, Berlin, and Washington, D.C. From 2010 to 2018, editor-in-chief, then
publisher, business manager, and co-owner of the Handelsblatt Media Group. In
2018 he founded the media brand The Pioneer for independent and ad-free
journalism.
Selected bestsellers: Deutschland – Der Abstieg eines Superstars, Weltkrieg um
Wohlstand, Die Machtfrage, Unser Wohlstand und seine Feinde, Weltbeben.
www.gaborsteingart.com
www.mediapioneer.com
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Verena Kantrowitsch, Ich kann fliegen (I CAN FLY!)

Mare Verlag, 4 February 2020
Paperback, 336 pages, € 18.00
“Read this book above the clouds. And your fear will fly by.”
Frank Schätzing
People with a fear of flying eagerly seek out different methods of transportation – or
avoid travel altogether. But what if you have no other choice? Then you wind up
dying a thousand deaths because you can’t possibly come up with an explanation
for how those extremely heavy things stay up in the air? Or because you’re afraid of
the plane hitting birds – or you’re scared of thunderstorms, terrorists, or female
pilots? Or the ocean, which stretches out horrifyingly and endlessly below you?
Certified psychologist Verena Kantrowitsch uses expertise, humor, and empathy to
convey the psychological and physical knowledge that is needed to conquer your
fear of flying; but most of all, she shows us where human fears arise from, and why
talismans, quick prayers, and even the most ingenious avoidance strategies won’t
help you cope with them.
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About the Author

Verena Kantrowitsch, born in Münster in 1979, studied psychology at the
University of Osnabrück. She works as a certified psychologist in the public sector
and does part-time work in consulting and coaching, as a lecturer in the field of
health and as a communications trainer. Kantrowitsch greatly enjoys improvisational
theater, and she lives in Osnabrück. I Can Fly! is her first book.

