
1

Picus Verlag
Foreign Rights 2026

1



AFTER THE END

Elisabeth Schmidauer
ORIGINAL TITLE:

Nach dem Ende
fiction

August 2026

Elisabeth Schmidauer, born in 1961 in Linz, Austria. 
Picus published several of her novels, most recently 
»Fanzi« (2022). 

After apocalyptic events a group of survivors try to make do with the new state of the 

world. There is no electricity, running water, food supply or medications so they have to 

rely on nature which pushes them to their physical and mental limits. The community is 

made of men, women and children who all have lost family members and friends and are 

forced to get along and work together in order to survive. 

Tensions are high especially, when a stranger joins the group and tries to take the reins…

A dark and eye-opening novel about the consequences of climate change, human abyss 

and life beyond the patriarchy.

288 pages, hardcover

All rights available
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Post-apocalyptic world

Climate change
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FREQUENCY

Wolfgang Böhm
ORIGINAL TITLE:

Wellenlänge
fiction

August 2026

Wolfgang Böhm, born in 1963 in Vienna, Austria. He 
is a journalist and author, Picus published his debut 
novel »Brothers« in 2022. 

In the late 1930s Felix lives with his widowed father in Aachen, Germany. Felix loves 

listening to the radio, especially Radio Luxembourg with it’s star host Eva Seeger. But 

Radio Luxembourg is soon classified as hostile by the Nazis and forbidden in Germany – 

so Felix starts listening in secret, unaware of how much trouble he and his father could 

get into.

Once the Nazis march into Luxembourg and shut down the radio station, Eva Seeger, 

being half-jewish and queer, is forced to leave Europe for good…

A powerful and moving novel about the importance of radio as a means of propaganda 

as well as resistance during the war. 

288 pages, hardcover

All rights available

Radio Luxembourg

Coming of Age



TALKING ABOUT MY LEGS

Cornelia Travnicek
ORIGINAL TITLE:

 Ich erzähle von meinen Beinen
fiction

Feburary 2026

Cornelia Travnicek, born 1987. Picus published se-
veral of her children’s books, most recently »Jen, the 
Hen« (2025) as well as her last novel »Fairy Dust« in 
2020. 

Does your brain have too many tabs open? Wally’s surely does. She juggles family life, her 

job, chores, friends, the ducks in her garden and while it seems like she has everything 

under control, she is barely hanging in there. When her young daughter Vallie gets dia-

gnosed with ADHD, Wally starts questioning her own state of distraction, hyperactivity or 

the inability to finish tasks. She even takes her daughter’s medication – without telling her 

husband – and gives her harmless supplements instead. Wally’s mental wellbeing worsens 

so much that she fears she won’t be able to walk or breath if she doesn’t explicitly remem-

ber to do so…

The fine line between routine and chaos: A powerful, funny and moving novel about neu-

rodiversity.

416 pages, hardcover

All rights available
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Mental load, burnout, ADHD as an 
adult

Mothering
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THE SURVIVORS

Stefan Kutzenberger
ORIGINAL TITLE:

Die Liste der Lebenden
fiction

March 2026

Stefan Kutzenberger, born 1971 in Linz. In 2021 he 
represented Austria at the European Literature Night 
in New York with his novel »Jokerman«. 
»The Survivors« is his fourth novel. 

September 1858: A naked woman floats in the ocean on a piece of wood. Henriette Wulff, 

a Danish upper class woman, was aboard the steamer Austria on her way to the United Sta-

tes when a fire broke out, forcing everyone to abandon ship. While she awaits her fate, she 

starts mentally composing a letter to her closest confidant, Hans Christian Andersen. She 

talks about the past few days of her journey, the people she met and her love affair with 

the captain –  comparing it to her unfulfilled love for Andersen. 

Andersen on the other hand eagerly anticipates notice from Henriette and begins writing 

himself. The dialogue that unfolds reveals their decades-long affection for one another. 

When Andersen learns about the accident, he realizes that he knew three more people on 

board – but only two will survive …

208 pages, hardcover

All rights available

The untold story of Danish fairy tale 
author Hans Christian Andersen and 
his soulmate Henriette Wulff

One of the worst shipwrecks of the 
19th century



RABBITS

Anna Silber
ORIGINAL TITLE:

Wie die Hasen
fiction

March 2026

Anna Silber, born 1995 in Austria. Picus published 
her previous novels »Chopinhof-Blues« and »Das Meer 
von unten« (2022).

Lisa’s beloved grandmother Paula is one of the last living witnesses of the so called »Mühl-

viertler Hasenjagd« – a massacre of Soviet prisoners from Mauthausen concentration camp 

in February 1945. Fivehundred prisoners escaped the camp and where then hunted down 

»like rabbits« by not only SS officers but civilians as well. Only eleven survived. One of 

them was Sergej, who was hidden by Paula and her family. As the 70th anniversary of the 

massacre nears, Paula is diagnosed with dementia and Lisa gets pregnant unexpectedly. 

Lisa’s life turns into a constant juggle between handling her grandmother’s decline and 

dealing with her pregnancy – while one person is leaving, another is entering her world…

A moving and powerful novel about strong women and how we deal with rememberance 

when the last witnesses pass away.

360 pages, hardcover

All rights available
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WW2 massacre

Grandmother/granddaughter relati-
onship

Rememberance
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MORE SKY THAN WE CAN HANDLE

Dominika Meindl
ORIGINAL TITLE:

Mehr Himmel, als gut für uns 
ist

fiction
August 2026

Dominika Meindl,  born 1978 in Austria, is a journalist 
and author. Picus published her debut novel »Same 
Place, different planet« in 2024.

Arthur is just unlucky. His wife leaves him for their neighbour, his estranged mother is in 

a nursing home, his uncle passes away and leaves him to deal with his estate, his new relati-

onship doesn’t turn out to be fulfilling either. 

Arthur’s only hobby and source of joy is mountain climbing, even though he’s not much 

luckier there: During one solo trip he nearly dies and is rescued in the very last minute. 

Despite that, he wants to tackle the Himalaya region. There, he finds himself amongst an 

illustrious international group of montain climbers and comes face to face with the absurd 

extent of alpine overtourism. 

200 pages, hardcover

All rights available

Mountaineering

Overtourism

Relationship turmoil



MY MURDERERS

Erich Follath
ORIGINAL TITLE:

Alle meine Mörder
non-fiction

February 2026

Erich Follath, born in 1950 is a journalist. For over 
fifity years he worked for renowned magazines such 
as »Die Zeit«, »Stern« and »Der Spiegel«.

In a career spanning fifty years spent at the most presitigous news publications in 

Germany Erich Follath met some of the most gruesome dictators and criminals. He 

interviews Muammar al-Gaddafi in a Beduin tent, he witnesses a singing performance by 

Imelda Marcos, he plays chess against Menachem Begin on an airplane or he meets Pol 

Pot’s private secretary for tea. 

During their conversations Follath tries to understand and uncover the drive and 

reasoning behind those people. What makes a person commit atrocious crimes without 

showing any signs of remorse? Is it sociopathy? The genuine believe that their actions are 

justified? 

256 pages, hardcover

All rights available
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Coming face to face with  Mobutu, 
Ferdinand and Imelda Marcos, Mah-
mud Ahmadinedschad, Muammar 
al-Gaddafi, Menachem Begin, Jassir 
Arafat and more
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REBUILDING EUROPE

Judith Kohlenberger et al.
ORIGINAL TITLE:

Europa neu schaffen
non-fiction

August 2026

Judith Kohlenberger, is an immigration expert work-
ing at several institutes aind universities in Austria 
and Germany.

together with: Marcus Engler, Birgit  Glorius, J. Olaf 
Kleist, Bernd Parusel, Maximilian Pichl, Dana Schmalt 
and Fank Wolff

Judith Kohlenberger and seven other experts on immigration from Germany and 

Sweden are rethinking European immigration policies in order to preserve democracy. 

The current discourse on refugees and immigration is focusing on isolation and is being 

defended by government officials as not necessarily in tune with the European idea but 

non-negotiable. 

Judith Kohlenberger and her colleagues challenge that sentiment by presenting ideas for 

better immigration laws centered on human rights, sharing responsibility internationally, 

strengthening public solidarity and learning to lead discussions progressively.

 

248 pages, hardcover

All rights available

Ensuring refugee protection and 
mainting democratic values



DIGITAL HUMANISM

Hannes Werthner
ORIGINAL TITLE:

Digitaler Humanismus
non-fiction

January 2025

Hannes Werthner, professor for IT in Austria and 
abroad. His work focuses on Decision Support Sys-
tems, E-Commerce and Recommender Systems. At 
TU Vienna he started initiatives like the Vienna PhD 
School of Informatics or the Informatics Innovation 
Center.

Within a very short time, IT changed every aspect of our lives and influenced how we 

perceive the world. While IT has the potential to contribute to solving our problems, it is 

also part of (some might even argue the reason for) them. 

Hannes Werthner, professor and dean of the faculty for information techonolgy at TU 

Vienna, analyzes the progressing digitalization, especially the rise of AI, and explains the 

chances and faults. His concept of »Digital Humanism« wants to understand the interplay 

between humans and machines and tries to shape digital techonologies so that they can be 

used for both, our and nature’s benefit.

160 pages, hardcover

All rights available
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Introducing the concept of Digital Hu-
manism

Is AI the solution to our problems or 
just another problem?
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IMMIGRATION ANXIETY

Judith Kohlenberg
ORIGINAL TITLE:

Migrationspanik
non-fiction

September 2025

Judith Kohlenberger, is an immigration expert work-
ing at several institutes and universities in Austria and 
Germany. 

War, displacement, climate change, the pandemic, artificial intelligence, international ar-

mament – the world as we know it is threatened from many angles. With that comes fear, 

uncertainty and hope for a strong, ruthless leader to take the reins. Right wing politicians 

all across Europe profit from that desire but their sentiments of isolation and »us-first« 

lead liberal democracies straight into authoritarianism. 

Judith Kohlenberger is a well-renowned immigration expert and explains the authori-

tarian shift that has forwarded into the upper-middle-classes by analyzing the explosive 

discourse on immigration and refugees. She argues for a turn in EU immigration policies 

and how an empathetic approach to politics and to each other could help overcome the 

divide. 

180 pages, hardcover

All rights available

There is more that unites us than divi-
des us

How do we get along with someone 
who is the complete opposite? 



JEN THE HEN

Cornelia Travnicek, 
Raffaela Schöbitz

ORIGINAL TITLE:
Henne Jenne

children’s book
January 2025

Cornelia Travnicek, born in 1987, is a writer and 
works as a researcher in a centre for virtual reality.  
Picus published her children’s books »Zwei dabei« 
(2019) and »Before the Alarm Goes Off« (2023) and 
her novels »Fairy Dust« and »Talking About My Legs« 
(2026).

Raffaela Schöbitz, born in 1987, is a freelance illus-
trator from Vienna. She illustrated »Gute Reise, Eier-
speise« (2020, shortlisted for the World Illustration 
Awards 2021), »Planetenspatzen« (2022) and »Before 
the Alarm Goes Off« (2023).

One day, Mother Duck finds a strange egg in her nest. When it hatches, she names it Jen. 

But Jen doesn’t quite fit in with the rest of the ducks, so they mock her. As it turns out, Jen 

is actually not a duck at all, but a hen! Mother Duck decides to take Jen to a farm to find 

out more about her heritage and while walking through the portrait gallery Jen learns that 

her ancestors were dinosaurs! How cool! But mother Duck’s heart is heavy: Will she have 

to let Jen go and leave her with the other hens? 

32 pages, hardcover, four-colour storybook, all rights available
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RUBY

Susanne Maier
ORIGINAL TITLE:

Ruby oder die andere Geschichte 
von Rotkäppchen

children’s book
July 2026

Susanne Maier, born 1972 in Germany. She is a 
graphic designer and worked in advertising while 
also writing and illustrating children’s books. Her last 
book, written together with Matthias Maier, »Schnipp, 
schnapp, Haare ab!« was published in 2022.

Ruby disappears into the forest. Her parents are worried and ask Ms Kaiser, the forest war-

den to go look for her. Ms Kaiser starts her search but Ruby seems to always be one step 

ahead of her. Where is she headed? Is she in danger? 

Susanne Maier turns the tale of Little Red Riding Hood into a colourful and imaginative 

story with a contemporary touch.

32 pages, hardcover, four-colour storybook, all rights available
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BACKLIST HIGHLIGHTS

Cut and Run

When Vera suddenly loses her sense of smell she is devastated. Being an 

experimental baker who heavily relied on her senses, she is forced to clo-

se down her bakery. On top of everything, she catches her husband chea-

ting with her best friend. 

At the same time in Finland, counterfeiter Onni Viitala is released from 

prison. He returns to the forgery workshop but is interrupted by Albanian 

criminals who trap him in the sauna and steal the last bit of forged euro 

bills. But since the stolen money is flawed, honorable Onni decides to fol-

low the thieves to retrieve the money and destroy it.  

Once he catches up with the gangsters, he runs into Vera – a random yet 

fateful encounter for both.

248 pages, hardcover

All rights available

Lighthearted, unconventional 
rom-com

Finland trivia

Forgery gone wrong

Who We’ve Become

In the early 20th century two farms, the Oberhof and Unterhof, sit in clo-

se proximity on a mountain in rural Austria. Juli and her husband August 

live at the Unterhof, they have been married for a few years but have yet 

to welcome a child. After August miraculously returns unharmed from 

the war, Juli finally gives birth to a healthy girl in 1919. Anna grows into a 

lovely young woman and falls in love with Karl, heir to the Oberhof. They 

marry quickly as Anna is pregnant and Karl is drafted – he leaves for the 

war three days after the wedding. Will they ever see each other again? 

In 1999 in New York Joanna finds a photo of an unknown young boy in 

her mother’s belongings. She takes it with her, stares at it every day for 

weeks until she finally confronts her mother  – and Anna finally begins to 

talk.

320 pages, hardcover

All rights available

The story of four genera-
tions 
throughout the 20th cen-
tury

From rural Austria to New 
York

How wars destroy families
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International Zone

Vienna in the early 1950s: During the allied occupation of Austria, Vienna 

was divided into British, French, Soviet and American sectors with the first 

district being declared an international zone where the forces changed 

monthly. 

Tension is high, no one can truly be trusted. The instability of the time 

allows lowlifes like Georgi Maniu and Boris Kosthoff to rise up and profit 

from the situation. They engage in dubious practices and start to coopera-

te with the Russians: While the Soviets supply them with cigarettes to sell, 

Maniu and Kosthoff should deliver so-called enemies of the USSR, who 

live in the other sectors. 

They get chaught up in smuggling, espionage and kidnapping and when 

one manoeuvre goes wrong, the tables start to turn.

256 pages, hardcover

All rights available

Swimming in The Fishing Bowl

Ten-year-old Lore grows up in a conservative family on the countryside. 

Her father is the mayor, her mother works as a secretary, she has two 

older brothers and is closest to her grandparents. Every once in a while 

her aunt Ursula visits: Ursula is an artist, lives in the city and is expecting 

a baby – without being in a relationship. Lore is fascinated by Ursula and 

goes to see her in town more often, where she discovers a whole new wor-

ld. 

The years go by and a now adult Lore has her feet firmly on the ground 

when she is suddenly forced to confront her now estranged family.

Told alternately from the perspective of young and adult Lore, Eva Lug-

bauer shows how patriarchal structures are established.

248 pages, hardcover

All rights available

BACKLIST HIGHLIGHTS

New edition

For fans of »The Third Man«, 
Dashiell Hammett, Ray-
mond Chandler

Post-war Vienna

Feminism

How gender stereotypes 
manifest themselves th-
rough seemingly minor 
acts

Questioning the status 
quo
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