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CUT AND RUN

Stefan Slupetzky
ORIGINAL TITLE:

 Nichts wie weg
fiction

August 2025

Stefan Slupetzky, born 1962 in Vienna, is a writer, 
musician and illustrator. He has written several no-
vels, children’s books and plays and is well-renowned 
for his crime novels. Picus published his story collec-
tions »Halsknacker«, »Atemlos« and »Nichts als Gutes« 
(2021). 

When Vera suddenly loses her sense of smell she is devastated. Being an experimental 

baker who heavily relied on her senses, she is forced to close down her bakery. On top of 

everything, she catches her husband cheating with her best friend. 

At the same time in Finland, counterfeiter Onni Viitala is released from prison. He returns 

to the forgery workshop but is interrupted by Albanian criminals who trap him in the sau-

na and steal the last bit of forged euro bills. But since the stolen money is flawed, honorab-

le Onni decides to follow the thieves to retrieve the money and destroy it.  

Once he catches up with the gangsters, he runs into Vera – a random yet fateful encounter 

for both.

 

248 pages, hardcover

All rights available
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Stefan Slupetzky
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Lighthearted, unconventional romcom

Finland trivia

Forgery gone wrong
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WHO WE’VE BECOME

Roman · Picus

Wer wir 
geworden 

sind

GABI KRESLEHNER

Gabi Kreslehner
ORIGINAL TITLE:

Wer wir geworden sind
fiction

August 2025

Gabi Kreslehner, born 1965 in Linz. Her first novel 
came out in 2009, Picus published her second »In 
meinem Spanienland« in 2010. 

In the early 20th century two farms, the Oberhof and Unterhof, sit in close proximity on 

a mountain in rural Austria. Juli and her husband August live at the Unterhof, they have 

been married for a few years but have yet to welcome a child. After August miraculously re-

turns unharmed from the war, Juli finally gives birth to a healthy girl in 1919. Anna grows 

into a lovely young woman and falls in love with Karl, heir to the Oberhof. They marry 

quickly as Anna is pregnant and Karl is drafted – he leaves for the war three days after the 

wedding. Will they ever see each other again? 

In 1999 in New York Joanna finds a photo of an unknown young boy in her mother’s be-

longings. She takes it with her, stares at it every day for weeks until she finally confronts 

her mother  – and Anna finally begins to talk. 

320 pages, hardcover

All rights available

The story of four generations 
throughout the 20th century

From rural Austria to New York

How wars destroy families
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MACULA

Harald Darer
ORIGINAL TITLE:

Makula
stories

August 2025

Harald Darer, born 1975 in Austria. Picus published 
his novels »Wer mit Hunden schläft«, »Herzkörper«, 
»Schnitzeltragödie«, »Blaumann« and most recently 
»Mongo« (2022) as well as a children’s book »Doug, 
the Bug and Rick, the Tick« in 2023. 
»Blaumann« was nominated for the Austrian Book 
Award in 2019. 

Two brothers drive past each other on the freeway in the early hours of the morning, both 

end up crashing their car – but only one is injured. A trip to India promises the experien-

ce of a lifetime but all the magic and mystery pressed into a tight itinerary turns out to be a 

series of catastrophes. Every morning, an employee comes in early to chat with the cleaner, 

which reveals the harrowing reality of immigration to him. And while the entire staff ga-

thers on the company parking lot during the 1999 eclipse, one employee forgets to bring 

protective glasses and starts watching his coworkers instead. 

The macula in the middle of the retina is where our eyesight is the sharpest – these stories 

force us to look at what is usually unnoticed. 

 

230 pages, hardcover

All rights available

Harald Darer

Makula

Erzählungen · Picus
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Six stories look at what is usually 
overlooked

From falling in love with a porn star to 
someone dying during a weekend trip

Witty and ironic
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THE GERMAN TEACHER

Roman · Picus

JUDITH W. 
TASCHLER

Roman · Picus

Die 
Deutsch

lehrerin

Judith W. Taschler
ORIGINAL TITLE:

Die Deutschlehrerin
fiction

February 2013

Judith W. Taschler, born 1970 in Linz. Picus publis-
hed her novels »Sommer wie Winter«, »Roman ohne 
U« and »Apanies Perlen«. »The German Teacher« was 
awared the Friedrich-Glauser-Prize in 2014.

Mathilda is dumped by Xaver. Just like that, without saying a word or leaving a note, he 

left. Mathilda sinks into a deep depression from which she only slowly recovers. Over six-

teen years later, the former couple meets again. Xaver, now a famous YA-author, is assi-

gned to speak at the school where Mathila works as a teacher. Inevitably, they get together 

and talk about their relationship and the break up: After leaving Mathilda, Xaver got mar-

ried and had a baby, but the newlywed and newborn bliss did not last – his infant son was 

kidnapped and remains lost to this day. Over the course of their conversations things get 

hazy. How much does Xaver actually know about his son’s disappearance? Or did Mathilda 

have something to do with it?  

224 pages, hardcover

RIghts sold: Poland, Japan, China

Special edition of the long-running 
bestseller

Over 140.000 copies sold

A complex psychological thriller



INTERNATIONAL ZONE

Milo Dor, Reinhard Federmann
ORIGINAL TITLE:

Internationale Zone
crime

February 2025

Milo Dor, born 1923 in Budapest. He grew up in Ser-
bia, imprisonment and forced labour as a partisan 
during the war. From 1948 on he lived in Vienna as a 
writer until he died in 2005.

Reinhard Federmann, born 1923 in Vienna, died in 
1976. He was a writer and journalist. Picus published 
his novels »Barrikaden«, »Das Himmelreich der Lüg-
ner«, »Chronik einer Nacht« and a collection of short 
stories »Die Stimme«. 

Dor and Federmann wrote multiple novels together 
in the 1950s. 

Vienna in the early 1950s: During the allied occupation of Austria, Vienna was divided into 

British, French, Soviet and American sectors with the first district being declared an inter-

national zone where the forces changed monthly. 

Tension is high, no one can truly be trusted. The instability of the time allows lowlifes like 

Georgi Maniu and Boris Kosthoff to rise up and profit from the situation. They engage in 

dubious practices and start to cooperate with the Russians: While the Soviets supply them 

with cigarettes to sell, Maniu and Kosthoff should deliver so-called enemies of the USSR, 

who live in the other sectors. 

They get chaught up in smuggling, espionage and kidnapping and when one manoeuvre 

goes wrong, the tables start to turn.

 

256 pages, hardcover

All rights available
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New edition

For fans of »The Third Man«, Dashiell 
Hammett, Raymond Chandler

Post-war Vienna
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SWIMMING IN THE FISHING BOWL

Eva Lugbauer
ORIGINAL TITLE:

Schwimmen im Glas
fiction

February 2025

Eva Lugbauer, born in 1985, studied German and 
lives in Vienna as a writer. Her debut novel was pub-
lished in 2018, a poetry collection in 2023. 

Ten-year-old Lore grows up in a conservative family on the countryside. Her father is the 

mayor, her mother works as a secretary, she has two older brothers and is closest to her 

grandparents. Every once in a while her aunt Ursula visits: Ursula is an artist, lives in the 

city and is expecting a baby – without being in a relationship. Lore is fascinated by Ursula 

and goes to see her in town more often, where she discovers a whole new world. 

The years go by and a now adult Lore has her feet firmly on the ground when she is sud-

denly forced to confront her now estranged family.

Told alternately from the perspective of young and adult Lore, Eva Lugbauer shows how 

patriarchal structures are established.

248 pages, hardcover

All rights available

Feminism

How gender stereotypes manifest 
themselves through seemingly minor 
acts

Questioning the status quo



THE CABIN IN THE WOODS

David Krems
ORIGINAL TITLE:

Haus Waldesruh
fiction

March 2025

David Krems, born in 1977 in Vienna. He is a media-
historian and teaches at the University of Vienna. His 
first novel was published in 2018 and nominated for 
two prestigious awards in Austria. His second novel 
»Fast ein Wunder« came out in 2019. 

Fifteen years after finishing high school four estranged friends spend the weekend 

together in a remote house on the countryside. At first, everyone is overjoyed to finally 

be reunited again, but the group quickly butt heads over their now very different 

personalities.

Looming over them is the painful memory of what happened after graduation: Max, the 

fifth member of their group, committed suicide. His best friend Marco, who organized 

this trip, always considered their sadistic teacher to be responsible for Max’s death.  Soon 

it becomes clear that Marco invited his friends with a specific revenge-plan in mind. But 

when a surprise visitor interrupts, things go awry.

224 pages, hardcover

All rights available
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STEP BY STEP

Felix Kucher
ORIGINAL TITLE:

Von Stufe zu Stufe
fiction

March 2025

Felix Kucher, born in 1965 in Klagenfurt, studied 
philology, theology and philosophy. He is a writer and 
lives in Vienna and Klagenfurt. Picus published his 
novels »Malcontenta«, »Kamnik«, »Sie haben mich 
nicht gekriegt« and »Vegetarianer« (2022). 

In the early 20th century Louise Kolm and her husband Anton run a photo studio in 

Vienna. However, a new medium is emerging: Moving pictures are becoming more and 

more popular. Displeased with the lack of quality in Austrian films, Louise is determined 

to make the first proper film. But her husband and assistant are hesitant to put the effort 

and money into this new venture…

Over a hundred years later Marc is about to lose his job at the Austrian film archive. 

When he spots seemingly lost old film reels on a random photo, he senses a sensation 

that would secure him an academic career. But in order to get his hands on the reels, he 

has to travel to Ukraine, where the photo was taken...

256 pages, hardcover

All rights available

Fast paced chamber piece

Friendship, trust, guilt, abuse

For fans of »I Know What You Did Last 
Summer«

Louise Kolm: one of the first female 
directors 

Beginning of feature films in Austria



DIGITAL HUMANISM

Hannes Werthner
ORIGINAL TITLE:

Digitaler Humanismus
non-fiction

January 2025

Hannes Werthner, professor for IT in Austria and 
abroad. His work focuses on Decision Support Sys-
tems, E-Commerce and Recommender Systems. At 
TU Vienna he started initiatives like the Vienna PhD 
School of Informatics or the Informatics Innovation 
Center.

Within a very short time, IT changed every aspect of our lives and influenced how we 

perceive the world. While IT has the potential to contribute to solving our problems, it is 

also part of (some might even argue the reason for) them. 

Hannes Werthner, professor and dean of the faculty for information techonolgy at TU 

Vienna, analyzes the progressing digitalization, especially the rise of AI, and explains the 

chances and faults. His concept of »Digital Humanism« wants to understand the interplay 

between humans and machines and tries to shape digital techonologies so that they can be 

used for both, our and nature’s benefit.

160 pages, hardcover

All rights available
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IMMIGRATION ANXIETY
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MIGRATIONSPANIK 

WIE ABSCHOTTUNGSPOLITIK 
DIE AUTORITÄRE WENDE 

BEFÖRDERT

Judith Kohlenberg
ORIGINAL TITLE:

Migrationspanik
non-fiction

September 2025

Judith Kohlenberger, is an immigration expert work-
ing at several institutes and universities in Austria and 
Germany. 

War, displacement, climate change, the pandemic, artificial intelligence, international ar-

mament – the world as we know it is threatened from many angles. With that comes fear, 

uncertainty and hope for a strong, ruthless leader to take the reins. Right wing politicians 

all across Europe profit from that desire but their sentiments of isolation and »us-first« 

lead liberal democracies straight into authoritarianism. 

Judith Kohlenberger is a well-renowned immigration expert and explains the authori-

tarian shift that has forwarded into the upper-middle-classes by analyzing the explosive 

discourse on immigration and refugees. She argues for a turn in EU immigration policies 

and how an empathetic approach to politics and to each other could help overcome the 

divide. 

180 pages, hardcover

All rights available

Introducing the concept of Digital Hu-
manism

Is AI the solution to our problems or 
just another problem?

There is more that unites us than divi-
des us

How do we get along with someone 
who is the complete opposite? 



JEN THE HEN

Cornelia Travnicek, 
Raffaela Schöbitz

ORIGINAL TITLE:
Henne Jenne

children’s book
January 2025

Cornelia Travnicek, born in 1987, is a writer and 
works as a researcher in a centre for virtual reality.  
Picus published her children’s books »Zwei dabei« 
(2019) and »Before the Alarm Goes Off« (2023) and 
her novel »Fairy Dust« (2020).

Raffaela Schöbitz, born in 1987, is a freelance illus-
trator from Vienna. She illustrated »Gute Reise, Eier-
speise« (2020, shortlisted for the World Illustration 
Awards 2021), »Planetenspatzen« (2022) and »Before 
the Alarm Goes Off« (2023).

One day, Mother Duck finds a strange egg in her nest. When it hatches, she names it Jen. 

But Jen doesn’t quite fit in with the rest of the ducks, so they mock her. As it turns out, Jen 

is actually not a duck at all, but a hen! Mother Duck decides to take Jen to a farm to find 

out more about her heritage and while walking through the portrait gallery Jen learns that 

her ancestors were dinosaurs! How cool! But mother Duck’s heart is heavy: Will she have 

to let Jen go and leave her with the other hens? 

32 pages, hardcover, four-colour storybook, all rights available
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FROG FINDS A CROWN

Friederike Dammermann
ORIGINAL TITLE:

Frosch findet Krone
children’s book
January 2024

Friederike Dammermann, born 1972 in Braunsch-
weig, Germany. She attended drama school in New 
York and then studied to be a teacher and now works 
as an art and German teacher. Her latest children’s 
book »Nicht ohne meine Ente« was published in 2022.

One day, Frog finds a crown. Delighted, he accepts his new position as king. The other 

animals in the forest serve him left and right, but also share their sorrows with him. Frog 

is quickly overwhelmed and when a rumour starts spreading that kissing Frog might turn 

him into a human prince, everything gets even more complicated. Suddenly Frog can‘t 

help but wonder if being king is really worth it? 

A touching tale about the importance of friendships

32 pages, hardcover, four-colour storybook, all rights available
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Same Place, Different Planet

After her father passes away, Johanna, a doctor, moves back to her home-

town Hallstatt to take over his practice. She struggles with settling back 

in but is reunited with her estranged twin sister Doris, who never left and 

works as a carpenter.  At the same time, Ren, a representative of the Chi-

nese government, is sent to Hallstatt to take a closer look at the place as 

it is hugely popular amongst Chinese tourists. Eventually, the small and 

picturesque town is rebuilt in China – much to the horror of Hallstatt’s 

residents. Soon after, Johanna and Doris decide to travel to Guangdong 

and have a look at the Chinese version of their home…

Twin sisters and twin cities: a witty debut novel about reflections, sister-

hood and the burden of overtourism. 

208 pages, hardcover

All rights available

A Corsa in Trieste

Trieste 1919: The war is over, the emperor is in exile and Trieste is now 

part of Italy. The city Ispettore Lamprecht returns to after his captivity is 

nothing like the home he used to know. He manages to get a job in the 

new Italian police force and is assigned to the case of Walter Kinski, a mis-

sing car manufacturer. The investigation draws Gaetano into the circles 

of the fascists, who are very interested in Kinski’s latest project: an electric 

car. Meanwhile, Lamprecht’s family tries to adjust to the new situation, 

but especially his father is struggling. With the prospect of a little girl joi-

ning them, things get more complicated… 

The third and final case for Ispettore Lamprecht.

320 pages, hardcover

All rights available

BACKLIST HIGHLIGHTS

Criticism of globalization

Complexity of sibling relati-
onships

Overtourism

Historical crime

Final part of the trilogy

Something In The Water

When a giant squid docks onto a deep-sea cable his eight arms begin to 

talk. They explain what it is like to be a squid, to live in complete darkness 

and be considered a monster by humans. They tell the story of Sanja and 

Dagmar who both work on a freezer trawler in Antarctica and have to take 

care of a squid, they map out a family history over centuries, they take us 

to rural Swabia in the 1960s, to Disneyland and the making of 20 000 Le-

agues Under The Sea. They talk about Jules Verne, Peter Benchley, Robert 

Mattey and their relations to the squid.

Most importantly they show how difficult it is for humans to write about 

animals, and why we should do it anyways. 

320 pages, hardcover

All rights available

Longlisted for the German 		
Book Prize 2023

Nature writing

Debut novel

For readers of Sy Montgomery

Harriet Smiles

Harriet‘s weight of 190 kilos (420 lb) dominates her life. Her job as an 

accountant allows her to work from home so she stays inside all the time, 

has groceries delivered to her. Her mother lives upstairs and is constantly 

nagging her 50-year old daughter about everything, from the food she 

eats to the clothes she wears. The only thing Harriet looks forward to are 

her weekly Zoom-meetings with her coworker Martin, whom she is secret-

ly in love with. When she befriends her young pregnant neighbour Sonja, 

Harriet starts to open up and suddenly things begin to change…

In short, tense chapters Andrea Heinisch chronicles life with obesity, the 

complexity of mother-daughter-relationships and how we are in charge of 

how our life turns out.

208 pages, hardcover

All rights available

Debut novel

Toxic mother-daughter-rela-
tionship

Obesity



The Cinderman of Buchenwald

Buchenwald May 1997: During renovations at the 

memorial site seven hundred anonymous urns are found. 

Unsure of how to deal with the findings, the ashes are 

eventually laid to rest in a communal grave. 

Based on these true events Ivan Ivanji, survivor of 

Buchenwald concentration camp, creates the Cinderman, 

a mythical figure composed of the souls of the murdered. 

He lets them speak and tell their stories, look for 

similarities and try to find explanations. 

An impactful novel on the Holocaust and the complex 

process of remembering. 

152 pages, hardcover

All rights available

16 17

New edition

Holocaust

Buchenwald Concentration Camp

The Old Jew and the Sea

Aaron is a teacher living in Belgrade in the 1980s. He is married, has a son 

and is very bored with his ordinary life. His biggest passion is swimming in 

the sea. On holiday he befriends a man named Greg, who makes him an 

offer he cannot refuse: Aaron is supposed to become the head of a new 

summer retreat for scholars. Hesitant at first but generally delighted because 

it would entail moving to the sea thus enabling daily swims, Aaron accepts. 

When his son is arrested for drug trafficking, Greg steps in and helps them 

out which in turn makes Aaron indebted to Greg…

Ivan Ivanji‘s newest novel on Mafia business in Yugolsavia under Tito. 

172 pages, hardcover

All rights available

Corona in Buchenwald

In April of 2020, twelve survivors come together in Weimar to commemorate 

the 75th anniversary of the liberation of Buchenwald concentration camp. 

While the official celebrations are canceled due to the pandemic, they are 

determined to honour the occasion. However, as one of them tests positive 

for COVID, the entire group is forced to quarantine. To pass time, they 

decide to tell each other stories over Zoom like in Bocaccio’s Decamerone 

– night per night, each person shares a special anecdote…

Twelve survivors, twelve stories – Ivan Ivanji’s newest novel about tales of 

prosecution, banishment, death and most importantly: survival.

256 pages, hardcover

All rights available

Ivan Ivanji was born in 1929 in Serbia. As a teenager he was held 

in Auschwitz and Buchenwald, after the war he worked as a journal-

ist, diplomat and translator of Tito. He has written numerous novels 

in both Serbian and German, Picus published several of them, the 

last being »The Old Jew and the Sea« (2023). In April 2020 he was 

appointed an honorary citizen of Weimar. 

Ivan Ivanji passed away in May 2024, aged 95, in Weimar. 
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