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Literary Fiction

Publishing House: Blessing

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 224 | 12,5x20,0

cm

Original title: Treppe aus

Papier

HENRIK SZáNTó

Paper Stairs
NOVEL

Date of publication: August 20, 2025

English sample translation available

What stories would the walls tell, if they could speak? A house

and its inhabitants, from the Nazi era to the present day

When 15-year-old Nele Bittner and 90-year-old Irma Thon meet in the stairwell of a

four-storey period building, their conversation breathes life into what Nele always

thought was boring old history.

The narrator of Nele and Irma’s story is the house itself, whose walls, hallways,

pipes and nooks and crannies harbour the memories of all those who have lived in

it over the past hundred years. Irma has a special connection to the building: she

and her Nazi-supporting parents lived here when she was a child. Nele, meanwhile,

lives on the top floor, in a flat once occupied by the Sternheim family – and Irma

feels responsible for what happened to them.

For this house, everything happens simultaneously: when little Ruth Sternheim

skips down the stairs, the house remembers the SA who, years later, will smash the

window of the Sternheims’ ground-floor watch shop with their truncheons. While

Irma looks back on her life, Nele’s questioning of her own family brings to light

things they had hoped to suppress.

A daring, courageous novel about remembrance, responsibility and the shadow

cast by history.

• For fans of Imre Kertész, Saša Stanišić and Jenny Erpenbeck

CONTACT US DIRECTLY AT

foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact

lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de

AUTHOR

Henrik Szántó

© Marvin Ruppert

Henrik Szántó, born in 1988, is a half-Hungarian,

half-Finnish author and presenter living in Hannover. He

performs as a spoken word artist on stages across

Germany, Austria and Switzerland, and has won several

fellowships. He also works as an instructor, running

poetry, creative writing, public speaking and

performance skills seminars, and stages events

showcasing both new and experienced voices. He is

particularly interested in multilingualism, remembrance

and multiculturalism.
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Literary Fiction

Publishing House: Penguin

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 320 | 12,5x20,0

cm

Original title: Moscow Mule

MAYA ROSA

Moscow Mule
NOVEL

Date of publication: August 13, 2025

English sample translation available

Two survival artists caught between poverty, parties and Putin

– the story of a friendship

It is the early 2000s, and Karina and Tonya share everything – their university

studies in Moscow, drunk men, empty wallets, but especially the desire to move to

Europe. While one half of Russian society decays amid luxury cars and caviar, the

other, more or less penniless, cons its way through life. Karina, too, has learnt to

navigate life with wit and a little madness, and to hold on to her dreams no matter

what. But as she starts to prioritise her dreams over Tonya, what once seemed a

friendship that would last forever begins to fray.

In her witty, intelligent debut novel "Moscow Mule", Maya Rosa deftly combines

politics with a tale about growing up and the longing for freedom – and shows

that a little joie de vivre can sometimes help you escape the shackles of society.

CONTACT US DIRECTLY AT

foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact

lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de

AUTHOR

Maya Rosa

© Peter Rigaud

Maya Rosa was born in Moscow in 1987. She has studied

in Moscow and Berlin, and is a graduate of the German

Literature Institute in Leipzig. "Moscow Mule" is her first

novel.
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Literary Fiction

Publishing House:

Luchterhand Literaturverlag

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 352 | 13,5x21,5

cm

Original title: Und Federn

überall

NAVA EBRAHIMI

Feathers Everywhere
NOVEL

Date of publication: September 10, 2025

English sample translation coming soon

A small town, six people embarking on a new chapter in their

lives, and one day that changes everything

The fog lingers over the fields and the canal. In the small town of Lasseren near

the Dutch border, it is as if winter were refusing to end. Nothing much happens

here, in the flatlands. Anyone looking for work inevitably ends up at Möllring, the

gigantic poultry slaughterhouse on the edge of town. Here, a handful of people

has woken up this Monday morning with great expectations: single mum Sonia

hopes to get a job far away from the conveyor belt and portioning machine; for

young engineer Anna, more or less everything depends on today’s trial run of the

latest automation solution; meanwhile, Merkhausen – a process optimisation

manager with a weakness for Polish women whose wife has left him – is looking

forward to a first date tonight; Nassim, a visually impaired refugee from

Afghanistan, has got himself entangled with Justyna, who is twenty years older

than him, and is convinced his poems will soften the hearts of German

bureaucrats; and German-Iranian author Roshi has travelled all the way from

Cologne to translate the poems for him.

When a careless cyclist breaks Nassim’s cane right in the middle of town, and the

story is picked up by the local radio station, Nassim becomes a local legend – but

more than that too: he inspires people to look their truth squarely in the eye.
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CONTACT US DIRECTLY AT

foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact

lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de

AUTHOR

Nava Ebrahimi

© Clara Wildberger

Nava Ebrahimi, born in Tehran in 1978, is one of Austrian

literature’s most exciting new voices. She is the winner of

the 2021 Ingeborg Bachmann Prize, and her novel

"Sechzehn Wörter" ("Sixteen words") won the Austrian

Book Prize and the Morgenstern Prize. After studying

journalism and economics in Cologne, she became editor

at Financial Times Deutschland and at the Cologne-based

Stadtrevue. She has been shortlisted for the Open Mike

debut prize, and has attended the Bavarian Academy of

Writing. Alongside her novels, she also writes a column

for the Süddeutsche Zeitung.

https://foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact
mailto:lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de


In "Feathers Everywhere", award-winning author Ebrahimi immerses us in the

world of a provincial backwater, weaving the lives of six people into a stunning

social novel that asks whether it is possible to retain our humanity and compassion

in the face of adversity.

• For fans of Jenny Erpenbeck, Dörte Hansen and Lucy Fricke

One of the most exciting German-language authors writing

today.
ORF

She is one of the most fascinating voices in German literature,

and her books deserve to be read all over the world.
Brigitte
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Literary Fiction

Publishing House:

Luchterhand Literaturverlag

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 288 | 13,5x21,5

cm

Original title: Die

Schattenfängerin

MICHAEL STAVARIč

Shadowcatcher
NOVEL

Date of publication: August 27, 2025

English sample translation available

How do you cope with losing your father as a kid? A gorgeous

father-daughter tale, full of longing and emotion

Stella’s father spends his life pursuing the next solar eclipse. He is often away, and

always comes back with photos of the shimmering corona and tales of far-flung

places. He can’t take Stella with him – he says it’s much too dangerous – but the

special glasses and the shiny telescope are part of her life too. One day, her father

doesn’t wake up. Stella is all alone now, an oddball in a small town. When she

comes of age, she decides to find out why her father was so fascinated by the total

solar eclipse. She travels to Congo to witness the phenomenon for herself, only to

discover that the moon’s shadow hides her father’s dark secrets…

A modern fairy tale full of charm and empathy: in the gathering dark, a young

woman is on a journey to uncover her family’s story.

CONTACT US DIRECTLY AT

foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact

lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de

AUTHOR

Michael Stavarič

© Yves Noir

Michael Stavarič, born in Brno, Czechoslovakia in 1972, is

a freelance writer, translator and lecturer. He studied

Czech studies and communication in Vienna, and spent

10 years teaching inline skating at the Austrian capital’s

Sports University. He has won numerous fellowships and

awards, including Science Book of the Year, the Adelbert

Chamisso Prize, and the Austrian State Prize for

Children’s and YA Literature. His most recent novel is

"Das Phantom" (‘The phantom’, 2023).
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Literary Fiction

Publishing House: btb

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 304 | 13,5x21,5

cm

Original title: Die geteilte

Schuld

YVONNE ZITZMANN

Shared Guilt
NOVEL

Date of publication: September 10, 2025

Are we bound to our mothers for ever?

East Germany, the late 1970s. For young crane operator Tina, nothing’s better

than sitting high up and seeing the world from above. She dreams of finding a flat

for herself, her husband Mischa and her baby in one of the new apartment blocks.

But the future has other things in store: in 1986, Mischa, a passionate musician,

travels to the West and never returns. Tina’s world falls apart. When the Wall

comes down, she flees to a place she thinks will bring her happiness – leaving her

child behind, alone.

Decades later, in reunified Germany, an author reluctantly takes a job at a

newspaper. She becomes pregnant, and when the father of the child leaves them

shortly after she gives birth, she too makes a decision that will affect the rest of

her life.

"Shared Guilt" is a poetic, sensitive account of guilt and the search for forgiveness

– and how we remain bound to our childhood.

A haunting, poetic novel about the force of circumstance and

the yearning to belong, which masterfully intertwines two

women’s stories.
Luzia Stettler, SRF literary editor

CONTACT US DIRECTLY AT

foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact

lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de

AUTHOR

Yvonne Zitzmann

© Kerstin Weinert

Yvonne Zitzmann, born in Frankfurt an der Oder in 1976,

studied German and psychology in Potsdam before

working as a writer for various print media. She became a

full-time author in 2010 and now writes poetry, prose

and audio plays, and translates literature from Russian.

Her first novel, "Tage des Vergessens" ("Days of

forgetting", 2021) was highly acclaimed by critics. It was

followed by "Die Füchse haben Gruben, die Vögel haben

Nester" ("Foxes have dens, birds have nests", 2022). She

has won several scholarships and prizes, including the

2014 Brandenburg Prize for the Promotion of the Arts,

and was shortlisted for the 2021 Uwe Johnson Prize.
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Historical Fiction, Literary

Fiction

Publishing House: C.

Bertelsmann

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 448 | 13,5x21,5

cm

Original title: Trio mit Tiger

MARIANNE LUDES

Trio with Tiger
THE FIRST EVER NOVEL ABOUT MAX AND MATHILDE BECKMANN

Date of publication: August 27, 2025

Mathilde and Max Beckmann in their Amsterdam exile: the

story of true love and a complex friendship

Amsterdam, 1942. Since the propagandist "Degenerate Art" exhibition in Munich

five years ago, Max Beckmann and his wife Mathilde, nicknamed Quappi, have

been living here in exile. Amid meetings with friends and trips to the seaside, the

couple try to forget the trouble they have had finding peace and making a living in

the Netherlands since the German occupation. Max, especially, suffers from the

constant uncertainty and the restrictions on their personal freedom. But with her

positivity and knack for organisation, Quappi makes it possible for him to continue

working. Max’s new acquaintance, mysterious German art historian Erhard Göpel,

also offers his support: he is in charge of Special Operation Linz, and busy

collecting works of art for Hitler’s planned "Führer Museum". Göpel is a passionate

admirer of Beckmann’s, and willing to help in any way he can, legal or illegal. But

can a Nazi be trusted? And while Göpel increasingly comes up against the Nazi

dictatorship’s tyrannical methods, the Beckmanns and their Jewish friends are in

ever graver danger.

A lively, compelling and meticulously researched account of the life of this famous

artistic couple.

• Ludes was granted exclusive access to Mathilde Beckmann’s hitherto

unpublished diaries, and sketches the portrait of an intelligent, energetic, and

exceedingly modern woman
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CONTACT US DIRECTLY AT

foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact

lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de

AUTHOR

Marianne Ludes

© Andrea Katheder

After doing a degree in business studies, Marianne Ludes

set up a major architecture studio with her husband. She

is now heavily involved in the cultural sector: in 2023, she

set up the non-profit Ludes foundation which facilitates

interdisciplinarity projects in fine art, literature and

music, and is also chair of the Potsdam Literature Festival

and trustee of the Unter den Linden opera house. "Trio

mit Tiger" is her first work of literary fiction, based on

Quappi Beckmann’s unpublished diaries. She is also the

author of "Ludwig Jacobs – oder das verschwundene

Leben" ("Ludwig Jacobs, or a vanished life", Hanser

Verlag, 2021).

https://foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact
mailto:lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de


The fate of artists who had to flee from Hitler continues to

shock us to this day. Marianne Ludes movingly tells the story of

the great painter Max Beckmann, who, while on the run, had to

trust an art thief of all people to save his art.
Uwe Wittstock

As you read this novel, you wonder what it is that makes its

pages pulsate with life. Is it the historical accuracy, the beauty

of the writing, the storytelling? Gradually, you realise it’s

because you feel like you are watching a real, authentic life

unfold.
Daniel Schreiber
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Literary Fiction

Publishing House:

Luchterhand Literaturverlag

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 320 | 13,5x21,5

cm

Original title: Schwebebahnen

HANNS-JOSEF ORTHEIL

Suspended
NOVEL

Date of publication: September 10, 2025

A moving novel about the power of writing

In the late 1950s, six-year-old Josef’s family leaves Cologne and moves to into an

apartment building in Wuppertal, a city famous for its suspended monorail. Josef

is an introverted boy and a loner, and would love to spend all his time playing the

piano. He joins a new school, and when he meets Mücke, the grocer’s daughter,

the two develop a close friendship. As Mücke helps Josef overcome his inhibitions,

he starts opening up to other people too. Among them is a canon from the Order

of the Holy Cross, who teaches him singing and reading out loud, and a sports

teacher who coaches him in long-distance running. But he finds true solace only in

writing – creating stories about monorail journeys along the river, expeditions

with quirky zoo animals, and local kids fighting exciting battles in a nearby forest.

An intense and touching tale of reconstruction, "Suspended" is the story of an

autistic boy who discovers his own fantasy worlds through music. At the same

time, it is a panorama of a deeply traumatised society, where people scarred by

the Second World War lead a quiet life, filled with fear at the prospect of yet

another world war.

Ortheil is an epic novelist, who creates wonderful plots and

knows exactly how to build suspense.
Neue Zürcher Zeitung
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foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact

lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de

AUTHOR

Hanns-Josef Ortheil

© Frank Bauer

Hanns-Josef Ortheil, born in Cologne in 1951, is an

author, pianist and professor of creative writing and

culture journalism at the University of Hildesheim. He has

long been one of Germany’s most popular and most read

authors, and has won numerous awards, including the

Thomas Mann Prize, the Nicolas Born Prize, the Stefan

Andres Prize and the Hannelore Greve Book Prize. His

novels have been translated into more than 20

languages.

https://foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact
mailto:lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de


One of modern German literature’s most prolific and reflective

authors.
Stuttgarter Zeitung
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Literary Fiction

Publishing House: Penguin

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 304 | 13,5x21,5

cm

Original title: Rom sehen und

nicht sterben

PETER WAWERZINEK

See Rome – and Live
NOVEL

Date of publication: September 10, 2025

A lyrical, haunting, personal novel about life and death

Peter Wawerzinek has won a fellowship and is staying at Villa Massimo in Rome.

He spends his days wandering through the city, gathering inspiration for his new

novel. But then Covid hits, and lockdown puts paid to his strolls. And then his

laptop breaks, and he loses all his notes. But he doesn’t give up: he decides to start

again and write a book about Pasolini, and moves to Trastevere. Something

doesn’t feel right though. One day, standing on the terrace of his flat in the warm

spring sunshine, he notices that his fingertips have gone white. Something is going

on with his body. He visits his doctor in Berlin, gets checked out, takes some pills –

and then a single word changes everything: cancer.

Peter can’t get the word out of his mind. He asks for his chemotherapy to be

delayed by nine days, which he plans to spend in Rome, in the supposedly eternal

city with its very human fragility, of which he is all too painfully aware. The

chemotherapy and the operations help his body recover; but it is really the power

of books and music – and the love he finds by chance – that help him rediscover

life.

Peter Wawerzinek transforms his life into great art.
NDR Kultur

CONTACT US DIRECTLY AT

foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact

lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de

AUTHOR

Peter Wawerzinek

© Manu Zalewski

Peter Wawerzinek was born in Rostock in 1954. He grew

up in various children’s and foster homes. Since 1988, he

has worked as a director and singer, and has also written

books and radio plays. He is a winner of the Berlin Critics’

Literature Prize, the Radio Play Prize of the Berlin

Academy of Arts, both the Ingeborg Bachmann Prize and

the Ingeborg Bachmann Readers’ Prize, the Shortlist

German Book Prize, and the German Schiller Foundation

Award.
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Literary Fiction, Poetry

Publishing House: Penguin

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 304 | 15,0x21,5

cm

Original title: penelopes sch(

)iff

ULRIKE DRAESNER

penelope's sh()ip
A POST-EPIC

Date of publication: August 20, 2025

Rights sold to: Italy (ETS)

A re-reading of one of Western literature's foundational myths

– heady with fearlessness, inventiveness, wit and poetic rage

Penelope is the epitome of the loyal wife, flawless in her performance as a

modest, subservient woman. However, in "penelope’s sh()ip", Draesner

wholeheartedly throws this narrative overboard and opens up a number of new

perspectives – on Penelope and her wishes, her vigour, her setting out for a new

life; on the power of ancient Greek ideas of womanhood and manhood; and on the

question of what makes for good government. Draesner’s Penelope is a smart,

passionate free spirit. When it becomes clear that the traumatised and brutalised

veteran Odysseus can no longer rule effectively, Penelope sets sail with a hundred

other women. On board a ship they have built themselves, they use tricks that

involve, among others, sirens, grandmothers and flying fish to escape their

pursuers. Their voyage becomes an adventure, and its destination is uncertain –

not only geographically. The first thing that goes is the hierarchy of free Hellenes

and enslaved African women, as more and more of women speak out and demand

their rights. In the end, this diverse group lands in the lagoon that we now know as

Venice, where they join forces to create a home for everyone – and to get rid of

the midges.

In this ‘post-epic’, everything moves while remaining connected – language, space,

14
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foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact

lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de

AUTHOR

Ulrike Draesner

© Jürgen Bauer

Ulrike Draesner, born in 1962, has won countless awards

for her novels, essays and poems, most recently the

Konrad Adenauer Foundation Prize and the Große Preis

of the German Literature Foundation for her oeuvre,

which includes multimedia works and translations. Her

novel "Die Verwandelten" ("Penetrating Silence") was

shortlisted for the Leipziger Buchmesse Prize. Draesner

lived in the UK from 2015 to 2017, and has travelled the

world as a guest lecturer and for poetry readings. In

2018, she was appointed professor at the German

Literature Institute in Leipzig. She is a member of the

Berlin Academy of Arts and the German Academy of

Language and Writing, and lives with her daughter in

Berlin.

https://foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact
mailto:lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de


time, meaning – as Draesner boldly and intelligently refashions the polyphony and

polymorphism of Homer’s hexameters. It is an electrifying tapestry of words and

sounds created under new auspices, which breathes fresh life into an old myth.
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Poetry

Publishing House:

Luchterhand Literaturverlag

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 112 | 12,5x20,0

cm

Original title: Hellichter Tag

NORBERT HUMMELT

In Broad Daylight
POEMS

Date of publication: November 12, 2025

An exploration of the fragility of our relationships – and of the

world itself

It can happen to anyone, anytime, that all their certainties break down and there’s

nothing to hold on to – especially in Berlin, the "teeming city, city of dreams,

where ghosts bother passers-by in broad daylight". These compelling new poems

by Hummelt examine the feeling of being exposed. They explore moments when

the fragility of life becomes clear – as father and daughter drift apart, parents

remember the past, nature is imperilled. In these verses, we hear the voices of a

vast poetic echo chamber, from Dante to Pound and Eliot. They make us think, and

are at the same time light as a feather. In the end, love appears as a possible

utopia: "Can we find refuge here, where the rosehips glow and / the jackdaws

circle?"

• Hummelt is a winner of the Hölty Prize, Germany’s biggest poetry prize

His poems capture fleeting moments, light as a feather. Every

contact is but brief, making its emotional reverberations all

the more compelling.
taz

CONTACT US DIRECTLY AT

foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact

lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de

AUTHOR

Norbert Hummelt

© Laura Baginski

Norbert Hummelt, born in 1962, is a freelance author

living in Berlin. His poetic oeuvre was awarded the Rainer

Malkowski Prize in 2021, and he is also the winner of,

among others, the Hölty Poetry Prize, the Rolf Dieter

Brinkmann Prize, the Mondseer Poetry Prize and the

Niederrheinische Literature Award. He has translated T.S.

Eliot’s "The Waste Land" and "Four Quartets" into

German, and has edited the poems of W.B. Yeats.

"Sonnengesang" ("The sun cantos") is his most recent

volume of poetry for Luchterhand.
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Poetry

Publishing House: Penguin

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 560 | 12,5x18,7

cm

Original title: Sämtliche

Gedichte

SARAH KIRSCH

Collected Poems

Date of publication: November 19, 2025

Rediscover the delights of Kirsch’s extensive work

The late Sarah Kirsch is one of Germany’s most celebrated poets. Ever since her

poems first appeared in the 1960s, she garnered high praise from the public and

reviewers alike. Even after her death in 2013, there’s no indication that her star is

in any way fading. Kirsch is undoubtedly a modern classic.

This collection invites readers to (re)discover and (re)read her work, from her

distinctive early poems to her later work, in which she reflects on self and the

world – "speaking clocks of the North [and] wonderful meditations on continuity

and decay" (Neue Zürcher Zeitung).

Kirsch herself oversaw the creation of this collection in 2005, and some poems

were excluded at her request; because this is a reprint, her post-2005 work is also

not included.

CONTACT US DIRECTLY AT

foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact

lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de

AUTHOR

Sarah Kirsch

© Markus Desaga

Sarah Kirsch (1935-2013) studied biology and literature.

Until being expatriated in 1977, she lived in East Berlin

before moving to the West. She has won many awards

for her poetic works, including the Georg Büchner Prize,

the Jean Paul Prize and the Johann Heinrich Voß Prize

for Literature.
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Literary Fiction

Publishing House: btb

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 304 | 13,5x20,6

cm

Original title: Ist hier noch frei?

FRANZ HOHLER

Do You Mind If I Sit?
PLAYS

Date of publication: November 12, 2025

The drama of everyday life: masterful plays by a bestselling

Swiss author

A train crashes, and among its wreckage two people have a fateful encounter. A

cashier who works in the canteen at a big bank embarks on a very lucrative, and

very brief, career thanks to some unconventional investment tips. A pair of

newlyweds make a grave error on the threshold of their hotel room on their

wedding night. Two people work in a warehouse belonging to a medical

wholesaler who seems to have a little box of pills for every kind of ache and

anxiety. And a guardian angel is asked to prove his efficiency in the face of

cutbacks – in a case involving a couple who have been married for 25 years…

Written with wit, empathy and a sure sense for the absurd, these plays tell the

stories of a world where people circle around each other ever faster, while it

becomes ever harder to find each other.

Franz Hohler is an astute observer with a big heart.
Rafik Schami, author of "The Calligrapher’s Secret" and "The Dark Side of Love"
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AUTHOR

Franz Hohler

© Christian Altorfer

Franz Hohler was born in Biel, Switzerland, in 1943. He

lives in Zurich and is considered to be one of his country's

most prominent writers. He has been awarded many

prizes, including the Alice Salomon Prize and the Johann

Peter Hebel Prize. Luchterhand has been publishing his

books for over fifty years.
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Contemporary Fiction,

Literary Fiction

Publishing House: C.

Bertelsmann

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 320 | 12,5x20,0

cm

Original title: Es könnte so

einfach sein

ANNE HANDORF

It Could Be So Easy
NOVEL

Date of publication: September 10, 2025

A bestselling author in early postwar Germany – a marriage of

equals with a sense of humour – and a woman’s struggle for

recognition in a male-dominated age

On a Sunday in September 2005, two weeks before Germany elects its first female

chancellor, bestselling author Vera Albach has just two weeks to finish her new

novel – and in two weeks, at a garden party to celebrate her 65th birthday, she’ll

be announcing to her assembled friends and family that it will also be her last. At

least, that’s what she’s promised her husband Leo. But now she isn’t so sure –

because the stories she writes are as much part of her as he is.

As Vera writes those last few chapters, she recalls the 1950s, when the republic

was young yet stale, and run by men. And when, despite being a woman, she

succeeded in building a remarkable career, and a marriage ahead of its time.

CONTACT US DIRECTLY AT

foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact

lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de

AUTHOR

Anne Handorf

© Peter von Felber

Anne Handorf is the pen name of a writing duo, both of

whom work in the publishing trade. "Es könnte so einfach

sein" is their first co-authored novel, and despite being

separated by 564 km during the writing process, they

always saw eye to eye when it came to creating this story

of our country and how its women have changed it.
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Contemporary Fiction

Publishing House: Penguin

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 400 | 12,5x20,0

cm

Original title: Man müsste

versuchen, glücklich zu sein

JULIA HOLBE

We Should Try to Be Happy
NOVEL

Date of publication: July 16, 2025

English sample translation available

A chaotic childhood, an empty family home, and two sisters

reunited

Two very different sisters come together in their now empty childhood home.

They haven’t seen each other for years. Now, they must make a decision: sell up, or

burn it down? Their journey back in time takes them to an enchanted childhood of

hippie dreams, and to Brittany in their mother’s old orange Renault 4. As they eat

crêpes and drink cider under starry skies, and take a trip in their father’s boat

which turns out rather different from what they expected, their chaotic family’s

natural law catches up with them. Sometimes, all you need are a boat and a table,

a party and guests – and home-painted Playmobil horses… If only there weren’t

life’s big questions: can you tell each other everything? Should you? And why not

just try to be happy?

CONTACT US DIRECTLY AT

foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact

lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de

AUTHOR

Julia Holbe

© Mathias Bothor/Photoselection

Julia Holbe was born in 1969 and lives in Frankfurt am

Main but spends part of the year in Brittany. She spent

twenty years working as an editor of international

literature at the S. Fischer Verlag. "Our Happy Days", her

first novel, was a top 20 Spiegel bestselling book.
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Contemporary Fiction

Publishing House: Heyne

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 448 | 13,5x21,5

cm

Original title: Wiedersehen in

Rajasthan

UTE KRAUSE

Reunion in Rajasthan
NOVEL

Date of publication: October 29, 2025

A novel about overcoming grief and finding happiness, set in

the magic world of the Indian Northwest

Hamburg, 1999. Following her mother’s death, Paula travels to Rajasthan, where

she lived for a few years as a child. Back then she used to spend a lot of time with

the Khandal family, whose home – unlike her own – was cosy and full of warmth.

But then Paula’s mother and Gesa Khandal suddenly stopped being friends, and

their falling-out had a profound effect on Paula. She has always wondered what

happened to them.

India, 1935. After meeting and falling in love in Berlin, Gesa and Ravi marry and

move to Rajasthan. Soon, Gesa discovers that Ravi has a secret that makes her

question everything – but she learns to lead an independent life, and makes

friends with Paula’s family.

The two women’s lives couldn’t be more different – at the same time, though, they

are connected in a mysterious and profound way…
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foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact
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AUTHOR

Ute Krause

© Random House/Isabelle Grubert

Ute Krause grew up in Turkey, Nigeria, India and the USA.

She studied Visual Communication and Screenwriting.

She is successful as a writer, illustrator, screenplay writer

and director. Her picture books and children's books have

been translated into several languages and adapted for

television. She has won various awards for her

illustrations, as well as the Ver.di Book Prize, and has

been shortlisted for the German Children’s Literature

Award.
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Contemporary Fiction

Publishing House: Blessing

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 352 | 12,5x20,0

cm

Original title: Akikos lange

Reise

JAN-PHILIPP SENDKER

Akiko’s Long Journey
NOVEL

Date of publication: September 24, 2025

A moving novel about loneliness, the desire to belong, and the

question how well you really know yourself and your loved

ones

Now that Akiko has made the bold decision to quit her job in Tokyo, she’s finally

free – and feeling lost. Following a fateful event, her closest confidante, Kento, a

hikikomori with whom she has been able to share her loneliness, has isolated

himself once again. To fill her empty days, Akiko focuses on finding her father. She

finally tracks him down, and leaves the pulsating capital to travel to rural Japan,

where the man her mother once loved – a famous potter – now lives a hermit

existence. But when she knocks on his door, nothing is as she expected, and she’s

bitterly disappointed. Akiko’s journey is long and tortuous, but step by step she

begins to find herself.

• Rights to "Akikos stilles Glück" ("Akikos Quiet Happiness") sold to: Israel

(Armchair), Italy (Neri Pozza), Norway (Cappelen Damm), Romania (Prestige),

Sweden (Modernista), US/World English (Other Press)
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AUTHOR

Jan-Philipp Sendker

© Frank Suffert

Jan-Philipp Sendker, born in Hamburg, spent many years

working as US and Asia correspondent for Stern

magazine. After a further spell in the US, he returned to

Germany, and has since published several books,

including a collection of portraits entitled "Risse in der

Großen Mauer" (‘Cracks in the Great Wall’; Blessing,

2000). His bestselling novel "Das Herzenhören" (‘The Art

of Hearing Heartbeats’, 2002) was followed by "Das

Flüstern der Schatten" (‘Whispering Shadows’, 2007),

"Drachenspiele" (‘The Language of Solitude’, 2009),

"Herzenstimmen" (‘A Well-Tempered Heart’, 2012), "Am

anderen Ende der Nacht" (‘The Far Side of the Night’,

2016), "Das Geheimnis des alten Mönches" (‘The Long

Path to Wisdom: Tales from Burma’, 2017), "Das

Gedächtnis des Herzens" (‘The Heart Remembers’, 2019)

and "Die Rebellin und der Dieb" (‘The Rebel and the

Thief’, 2021). His books have been translated into more

than 35 languages, and have sold more than 4 million

copies worldwide, making him one of the most successful

German-language authors today.

www.jpsendker.de
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Contemporary Fiction

Publishing House: C.

Bertelsmann

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 336 | 12,5x20,0

cm

Original title: Café Finito

SYBIL VOLKS

Café Finito
NOVEL

Date of publication: October 01, 2025

A tragicomic novel and hymn to the power of community

Kristof is the life and soul of the Café Finito which stands right in the middle of

Berlin's Dorotheenstädtische cemetery. For years now, he has gently guided

groups of mourners through the valley of grief. But no one knows what or whom

Kristof himself is mourning. Iris, the writer, has lost her mother, Matthias, the

insurance broker, has lost his lover, Lizzie her husband of seventy years, and Mira,

the young doctor, is grieving for her best friend. They have all accepted an

invitation that will give them a new perspective on life and the world.

A beautifully written, wise novel about the things we share and about what makes

life special. There’s a little magic in it too, as are both tragedy and comedy – as one

might well expect, given that it deals with death.

• For fans of Elizabeth Strout, Mariana Leky, Anne Tyler, and Alena Schröder
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AUTHOR

Sybil Volks

© Lotte Ostermann

Sybil Volks is an author based in Berlin. Her second novel,

"Torstraße 1" (2022), a fictionalised account of the

Jonass department store’s eventful history, was a

bestseller and turned into a popular TV series ("Das Haus

der Träume" / "The house of dreams"). She followed it up

with her bestselling "Wintergäste" ("Winter guests") and

"Die Glücksreisenden" ("Happy travellers"), two classic

family dramas set on a fictional North Sea island that acts

a microcosmic mirror of our own age. Her latest novel,

"Café Finito", is a vividly written tale set in Berlin’s most

famous cemetery, the Dorotheenstädtische Friedhof.
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Historical Fiction

Publishing House: Penguin

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 608 | 13,5x20,6

cm

Original title: Die Frauen vom

Rosenhag. Sehnsucht nach

Freiheit

CORINA BOMANN

The Women of the Rosenhag:
Longing to be Free
THE ROSENHAG DUOLOGY (VOL. 2)

NOVEL

Date of publication: August 27, 2025

Rights sold to: Italy (Giunti), The Netherlands (Boekerij)

They are boldly looking towards the future – but can they turn

their dreams into reality?

Karlskrona, 1910. Thanks to their friendship and bravery, Marlene and Liv have

found refuge in the picturesque Rose Bower – a place where women from all walks

of life help and support each other, and share their secrets. But when a man from

Marlene’s past suddenly shows up and disrupts her well-ordered life, it seems that

she may have been wrong about everything she once believed to be true. Her

delicate bond with Oskar, too, may be at risk. Meanwhile, Liv is ready to fall in love

again – but her brutal husband Sten Boregard is still out there, trying to break her.

The two women want to look towards the future with optimism – but again and

again, obstacles are put in their way. Can they join forces and stand up to their

enemies together? Or will they have to give up their dreams once and for all?
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AUTHOR

Corina Bomann

© Nadja Klier

With sales totalling over two million copies, Corina

Bomann's popular historical sagas are regular bestsellers,

and her readers adore her strong women, passionate

emotions and moving stories – including, most recently,

the Waldfriede Clinic saga, which charts the eventful

story of a hospital in Berlin. Her new series, "Die Frauen

vom Rosenhag" (‘The women of Rosenhag’), is set in

Sweden, where two courageous heroines fight for their

freedom and for love.
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Historical Fiction

Publishing House: Penguin

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 480 | 13,5x20,6

cm

Original title: Lindt & Sprüngli

(Lindt & Sprüngli Saga 2)

LISA GRAF

Lindt & Sprüngli: Two Rivals, One
Dream
THE LINDT & SPRüNGLI SAGA (VOL. 2)

Date of publication: October 15, 2025

Rights sold to: Bulgaria (Era)

A wilful boy – and an invention that will revolutionise the

production of chocolate

Berne, 1863. From the moment that a beautiful flower-seller saves little

daydreamer Rodolphe Lindt from being crushed under the wheels of a passing

carriage, it’s clear that Lindt was spared in order to accomplish great things. But

not quite the way his family intended. Instead of following in his physician father’s

footsteps, the boy leaves school without a qualification and pursues adventure.

Rodolphe’s spirit, charm and suavity have opened many a door for him – why

should that change? He eventually sets up a chocolate manufacturer’s in Berne,

and does something that secures him a place in the history books: he invents the

conche and revolutionises the world of chocolate. The world’s eyes are upon him –

including those of chocolatier Sprüngli, who can’t believe what Lindt has

accomplished…

An opulent, dramatic, meticulously researched and unforgettable saga about the

world-famous Swiss chocolate dynasties of Sprüngli and Lindt.

• The sequel to the number one bestseller

• Rights to the first volume sold to: Bulgaria (Era), Hungary (Kossuth), Italy (Giunti),

Poland (Skarpa), Russia (Azbooka), Slovakia (Verbarium)
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AUTHOR

Lisa Graf

© Carina Engle

Lisa Graf was born in Passau. After spells in Munich and

southern Spain, she has now settled in the Bavarian

region of Berchtesgadener Land. Her fantastic family

sagas "Dallmayr" and "Lindt & Sprüngli" have both

conquered hearts and topped the bestseller lists.

25

https://foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact
mailto:lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de


Historical Fiction

Publishing House: Penguin

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 512 | 12,5x18,7

cm

Original title: Little Germany -

Der Geschmack von Freiheit

MARIA NIKOLAI

Little Germany: A Taste of Freedom
THE LITTLE GERMANY SAGA (VOL. 2)

Date of publication: October 01, 2025

Two women, two destinies, two decisions that change

everything

New York, 1904. A terrible disaster has shocked the neighbourhood: More than

1000 people from the lively Little Germany district have died in the fire of an

excursion steam ship. Despite their loss, Lissi and Julia continue to fight for their

bakery and their happiness. But soon it becomes clear that Little Germany will

never again be the home they knew. Once again, the young women have to start

from scratch – and open Lissi’s Little Bakery on 86th Street, in Yorkville. Like a

rising Broadway star, the German bakery conquers the hearts of all. Meanwhile,

both Julia and Lissie must face up to their past when two men they once knew

reappear. Their feelings are in turmoil, and their future is in doubt. At the same

time, the trial of those responsible for the East River tragedy is about to begin…

The exciting émigré saga by this bestselling author continues with a fantastic NYC

setting, strong women who are seeking happiness, and the sweet smell of soft

sugar pretzels…
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AUTHOR

Maria Nikolai

© Chris Kröck

Maria Nikolai loves history and tender love stories. She

had her first hit with her "Schokoladenvilla" ("House of

chocolate") series, an opulent historical drama about a

Stuttgart chocolate dynasty. It spent months in the

bestseller lists, sold nearly half a million copies and was

translated into many languages. Her second trilogy, set

on Lake Constance around the end of the First World

War, was also a bestseller. Her latest series, the

two-parter "Little Germany", is about two courageous

young women who move to the New World in search of

adventure.

www.marianikolai.de/
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Historical Fiction

Publishing House: Heyne

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 432 | 13,5x21,5

cm

Original title: Miss Taylor, das

Wasser und die Liebe

SOPHIE HOPPER

Miss Taylor, Water and Love
NOVEL

Date of publication: July 30, 2025

A strong woman, the magic of water, and the discovery of love

Cambridge, 1950. Milla Taylor, who grew up as an orphan and never learnt to read

or write properly, is a night guard at a museum. Until now, life has been tough, and

she avoids other people whenever she can. At a New Year’s Eve party, she meets

Monty Chester, a gifted diver. Ever since his accident he, too, has avoided the

company of others. While the party is in full swing, he persuades Milla to put on his

old diving suit, and she takes her first dive in the lake in the gardens. Milla is

bewitched. How strange and peaceful the underwater world is! She quickly

realises that she’s lost her heart twice over. And while her love for diving takes her

all over the world, her feelings for Monty will lead her astray more than once…

• Inspired by the true story of Honor Frost, a pioneer of underwater archaeology
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AUTHOR

Sophie Hopper

When she was little, Sophie Hopper loved hiding under

furniture or escaping into realms of her own invention.

As a grown-up, she developed a love of adventure, and

swapped her tables and sofas for seats on trains and

planes, went snorkelling in Mexico and Malaysia and

Interrailing across Europe, worked on camp sites, slept in

Swiss train stations and on traffic islands in the middle of

Paris, and planned at one point to emigrate to Sweden. In

the end, she decided to live in Berlin instead, where she

now explores the world on paper, and reads and writes

as much as she can.
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Historical Fiction

Publishing House: Penguin

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 432 | 13,5x20,6

cm

Original title: Cartier. Der

Glanz von Gold

SOPHIE VILLARD

Cartier: Shining Gold
THE CARTIER SAGA (VOL. 2)

Date of publication: July 16, 2025

Jazz, glamour and jewellery – book 2 in this glittering saga

about the Cartier family

Paris, 1918. The war is over, and the world is taking a deep breath. The Cartier

family, too, hopes to be able to return the family business to its former glory. The

Roaring Twenties and Hollywood stars provide the perfect backdrop for the

Cartiers’ jewels, and anyone who’s anyone wants to wear them. Yet for ambitious

designer Jeanne, only one thing matters – being reunited with Louis. But despite

everything the two of them have been through together, their happiness appears

to be at risk…

A charming and atmospheric novel that takes us deep into 1920s Paris, and the

history of the most famous jewellery dynasty in the world.
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AUTHOR

Sophie Villard

© Andrea Artz

Sophie Villard is the pen name of a successful German

author. She studied journalism and political science, and

lives near Dresden with her family. Her novel about the

famous art collector Peggy Guggenheim was a Spiegel

bestseller. After "Madame Exupéry und die Sterne des

Himmels" (‘Madame Exupéry and the starry skies’) and

"Mademoiselle Eiffel und der Turm der Liebe"

(‘Mademoiselle Eiffel and the tower of love’), she has

now turned to writing an exciting saga about the

Cartiers.
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Historical Fiction

Publishing House: Goldmann

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 352 | 12,5x18,7

cm

Original title: Das

Schneeflockenmädchen

MARA ANDECK

The Snowflake Girl
NOVEL

Date of publication: September 17, 2025

A wonderful winter novel about the magic of storytelling and a

fairy-tale romance

Rothenburg, December 1925. Travelling storyteller Marie has arrived in this

picturesque Bavarian town in her horse and cart to ply her trade at the Christmas

market. She has little, but gives freely, instilling courage and hope in the farmers

who put her up for the night and in the village children she meets along the way. Is

it magic? Do the ancient fairy tales have secret healing powers? Young

candyfloss-seller Carl is drawn to Marie. Curious, he follows her through the snowy

landscape – and it doesn’t take long before he’s in love…

CONTACT US DIRECTLY AT

foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact

lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de

AUTHOR

Mara Andeck

© Tomas Rodriguez

Mara Andeck, born in 1967, studied journalism and

biology in Dortmund, interned at the WDR broadcaster in

Cologne, and then worked as a science journalist. She

lives near Stuttgart with her family, where she writes

children’s, YA and adult fiction.
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Historical Fiction

Publishing House: Penguin

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 480 | 13,5x20,6

cm

Original title: Die Kryptografin

HANNA ADEN

The Cryptographer
NOVEL

Date of publication: December 10, 2025

When the past casts its shadow over your future, it’s time to

forge a new path…

Munich, the early 1950s. Young Margot is proud to be one of the few women

chosen to study Maths at the prestigious Ludwig Maximilian University. At a

lecture, her extraordinarily insightful questions catch the attention of a visitor

who works for Operation Gehlen, the precursor of the future West German secret

service. Margot is clearly a gifted mathematician, and she’s offered a job in the

cryptography division. It’s an exciting offer, and Margot immediately accepts. But

her joy soon gives way to disillusionment, when she discovers that men are very

much in charge here. She finds it hard to assert herself in this new environment.

Her hopes for a better future seem to have been in vain, and she’s thinking of

quitting. But then her friend Sue persuades her to forge her own path. She dreams

of a better life, of becoming a journalist and fighting for the rights of women.

Together, the two women attend discussion evenings at the Amerika Haus, where

Margot meets Willi, a political activist sympathetic to her views. But her job at the

secret service makes it hard for Margot to separate her private life from work…

A gripping and moving novel about a young woman torn between duty and

friendship, and about boldly pursuing your dreams.
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AUTHOR

Hanna Aden

© Erik Schwarzer/Grubenglück

Hanna Aden, born in Heidelberg in 1983, is a special

needs teacher and writes articles and opinion columns

for various periodicals. She has also been a judge on the

Delia Book Prize panel. Her first novel "I Love You, Miss

Lena" was inspired by her grandmother’s story.
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Historical Fiction

Publishing House: Heyne

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 448 | 11,8x18,7

cm

Original title: Die wilden Jahre

SUSANNE GOGA

Wild Years
NOVEL

Date of publication: November 12, 2025

A brother and sister dreaming of a better life

Rhineland, 1919. Siblings Thora and Hannes Benrath have grown up in a wealthy

industrial family, in a time of war, revolution and occupation. They have always

been close, but while Thora uses this exciting time to start an acting degree,

Hannes, who was going to study architecture, is scarred by his experiences in the

war. One day, Hannes is arrested for murder, and he refuses to see or speak to

anyone. In her brother’s room, Thora discovers a volume of poems by Eichendorff,

where someone has circled the words "eagle" and "volcano". She sets out to get to

the bottom of the mystery – and when she discovers that her brother had a secret

life, Thora is determined to do everything in her power to save him…
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AUTHOR

Susanne Goga

© Thomas Rabsch

The renowned author and literary translator Susanne

Goga, born in 1967, loves travelling, especially into the

past. This is reflected in her hugely popular historical

fiction – her Leo Wechsler crime stories are set in 1920s

Berlin, while many of her other novels are set in the

eventful nineteenth century.

www.susannegoga.de/
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Historical Fiction

Publishing House: Goldmann

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 560 | 13,5x20,6

cm

Original title: Montmartre -

Traum und Schicksal

MARIE LACROSSE

Montmartre: Dreams and Destinies
THE MONTMARTRE SAGA (VOL. 2)

NOVEL

Date of publication: November 12, 2025

A dancer at the Moulin Rouge and a painter search for

recognition and love in 19th-century Paris

Paris, 1889. Elise Lambert and Valérie Dumas were born on the same day – but

that’s the only thing they share. When the Moulin Rouge opens, Elise Lambert

quickly becomes its star dancer, which causes problems in her friendship with one

of the other dancers. La Goulue may be Toulouse-Lautrec’s famous model, but she

still considers Elise a rival. And when Elise catches the eye of a wealthy aristocrat,

things only get worse.

Meanwhile, Valérie Dumas, who has grown up in a wealthy family, gives in to

pressure from her father and marries the reactionary artist Baptiste Germain. Yet

she finds it hard to accept the limitations their marriage places on her, and

continues her struggle to make it as an artist. Can Elise and Valérie make their

dreams come true?
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AUTHOR

Marie Lacrosse

© Samira Khani

Marie Lacrosse has a PhD in psychology, and worked as a

self-employed psychologist for many years. She became

a popular author of historical fiction under her real name

Marita Spang. Today she focuses almost exclusively on

her writing. Her "Vineyard" trilogy was a huge Spiegel

bestseller, just like her "Coffee House" saga.
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Historical Fiction

Publishing House: Heyne

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 448 | 11,8x18,7

cm

Original title: Die stille Heldin

HERA LIND

The Quiet Heroine
HISTORICAL FICTION BASED ON REAL EVENTS

Date of publication: October 29, 2025

Complete English translation available

A mother’s love in the dark days of war

Runau/Runowo, 1905. Young Helene is forced to marry the wealthy but violent

farmer Otto. Their marriage is ruled by patriarchal values, and their sons are put to

work like slaves on their father’s fields. When Otto dies in the Great War, the

mother of six runs the farm on her own. With her one true love, border guard

Ewald, she has another six children. But soon the family threatens to be torn apart

by the rise of the Nazis. As a result of accidents, the Second World War and a

horrific war crime, Helene loses six of her twelve children. Throughout it all, she

never loses heart; but then her courage is severely tested one more time...

The deeply moving story of the unbearable grief and sorrow faced by a mother in

a war-torn country, as well as a celebration of a unique family – and of love.

• The new historical novel based on a true story, by a number one bestselling

author

• Hera Lind’s books have sold 4.5m copies so far
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AUTHOR

Hera Lind

© Schneider-Press/Erwin Schneider

Hera Lind studied German, music and theology, and was a

professional singer before achieving huge success with

several of her novels. For several years now, she has been

writing exclusively novels based on true events, a genre

that has become her trademark. With these novels, she

repeatedly conquers the SPIEGEL bestseller list. Hera

Lind lives with her husband in Salzburg, where they also

give writing seminars together.

www.heralind.com/

33

https://foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact
mailto:lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de


Historical Fiction

Publishing House: Heyne

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 464 | 13,5x20,6

cm

Original title: Die

Psychoanalytikerin

MELANIE METZENTHIN

The Psychoanalyst
NOVEL

Date of publication: October 15, 2025

The captivating story of a woman who becomes a

psychoanalyst in the 1920s, and has to contend with both her

male colleagues and a shocking secret

Hamburg, 1920. Vera has taken over the practice of her husband, who died five

years ago in the Great War. Her patients are all scarred in different ways, mostly by

the war. When they mysteriously start dying, Inspector Bender asks her for help.

He asks her to look into their pasts, to see if there is anything to connect them.

Then ex-soldier Willi Schuster, whose face was disfigured by a war wound, is

reported missing by his wife. He, too, is one of Vera’s patients – and she realises

that someone is taking revenge on Willi’s old regiment…
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AUTHOR

Melanie Metzenthin

© privat

Melanie Metzenthin was born in 1969 in Hamburg, where

she still lives and works as a psychiatrist. Her fascination

with Hamburg's history and the history of medicine is

apparent in many of her novels.
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Historical Fiction

Publishing House: Heyne

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 160 | 10,0x15,5

cm

Original title: Stille Nacht

TITUS MüLLER

Silent Night

Date of publication: September 10, 2025

The moving story of how the world’s most famous Christmas

song was born

"The final notes of the song echoed through the church. Then everything fell

silent." It was on Christmas Eve 1818, more than 200 years ago, that "Silent Night,

Holy Night" was first heard in public. Today, it’s hard to think of Christmas without

it. Here, Müller tells the story of its origins – a story of light and shadow, rupture

and reconciliation.

“'Silent Night, Holy Night' is one of the most famous songs in the world. Again and

again, it deeply touches anyone who sings it. But where did it come from? Who

wrote the music and the lyrics? It’s a fascinating tale." Titus Müller
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AUTHOR

Titus Müller

© Sandra Frick

Titus Müller, born in 1977, studied literature, history and

journalism. In 1998 he founded the literature magazine

Federwelt, and 2002 saw the publication of his debut

novel, "The Bishop's Calligrapher", which was followed by

further historical novels. He is a member of PEN and has

won the C.S. Lewis Prize and the Homer Prize, among

others. His "Die fremde Spionin" (‘The foreign agent’)

trilogy was a bestseller and has been praised even by

agency insiders.
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Historical Fiction

Publishing House: Penguin

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 496 | 12,5x18,7

cm

Original title: Der Eispalast -

Entscheidung aus Liebe

RENA ROSENTHAL

The Ice Palace: What Love Will Do
THE ICE PALACE SAGA (VOL. 3)

NOVEL

Date of publication: November 26, 2025

She’s risking everything – for love, for victory, for herself

Vienna, the early twentieth century. After a painfully long absence, Julianna has

returned to her home town. It was here that she first learnt to skate, which

changed her life for ever. But when she finally sees Leo again, her joy at being

back quickly turns to sorrow: the Ice Palace he once built for her isn’t as successful

as they’d hoped. The situation is dire. The artificial ice rink was not only a long-held

dream, but their only source of income. Julianna and Leo are at a loss. And then

their love for each other is sorely tested by a shocking scheme…

Sizzling, sparkling, elegant historical fiction – the fantastic finale of this trilogy

about ice dancing.
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AUTHOR

Rena Rosenthal

© Marina Weigl

Rena Rosenthal grew up in a little town in Lower Saxony.

She climbed the bestseller lists with her Royal gardener

trilogy, and when she heard the story of the women who

introduced Vienna to ice dancing, she knew that this

would become the subject of her new saga.
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Historical Fiction

Publishing House: Penguin

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 400 | 11,8x18,7

cm

Original title: Torstraße 1

SYBIL VOLKS

Torstraße 1
NOVEL

Date of publication: October 15, 2025

New paperback edition of this bestselling novel

A house of secrets and memories – a novel about love and

friendship in hard times

Berlin. The house at Torstraße 1 is brimming with history – and, for Elsa, with

memories. She was born here in 1929, when the Jonass department store first

opened its doors. She is the illegitimate child of sales assistant Vicky, and this is

where Vicky first fell in love with Harry Grünberg, scion of the store’s Jewish

owners. And where Elsa became friends with Bernhard, whose father helped build

the house. They witness the Grünbergs being driven out, watch the Hitler Youth

move in, and the house being turned into the Marxist-Leninist Institute after the

war. But despite the war and the Berlin Wall, there’s a bond between Vicky and

Harry, Elsa and Bernhard that won’t be broken.

A historical novel about love and friendship in tumultuous times – based on a true

story.

• The novel has been adapted for TV by the producers of Babylon Berlin
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AUTHOR

Sybil Volks

© Lotte Ostermann

Sybil Volks is an author based in Berlin. Her second novel,

"Torstraße 1" (2022), a fictionalised account of the

Jonass department store’s eventful history, was a

bestseller and turned into a popular TV series ("Das Haus

der Träume" / "The house of dreams"). She followed it up

with her bestselling "Wintergäste" ("Winter guests") and

"Die Glücksreisenden" ("Happy travellers"), two classic

family dramas set on a fictional North Sea island that acts

a microcosmic mirror of our own age. Her latest novel,

"Café Finito", is a vividly written tale set in Berlin’s most

famous cemetery, the Dorotheenstädtische Friedhof.

37

https://foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact
mailto:lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de


Historical Fiction

Publishing House: Heyne

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 400 | 11,8x18,7

cm

Original title: Die Welt in

unseren Händen

EMILY WALTON

The World Is in Our Hands
NOVEL

Date of publication: December 10, 2025

A historical adventure novel that takes us from London’s

fog-bound alleyways to the Egyptian pyramids – colourful,

atmospheric, gripping

When young Emma visits her grandmother June in Oxford, she doesn’t know that

this will be the last time she’ll see her alive. What she also doesn’t know is that the

book of poems inscribed by a certain ‘Ken’ in 1944 will change her life for ever. Bit

by bit, she discovers that her grandmother led a far more adventurous life than

anyone ever knew: when June was about Emma’s age, she joined the Royal Air

Force. The war takes her from London to the Egyptian desert, and when she meets

South African cameraman Ken in Cairo, she feels as if she’s exactly who and where

she’s meant to be. But can June give in to her feelings, while the world is on fire

and her best friend Dotty is fighting for her life in London? As Emma immerses

herself in her grandmother’s life, she begins to wonder whether her future, too,

might turn out different.
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AUTHOR

Emily Walton

© Philipp Hacker-Walton

Emily Walton was born in Oxford in 1984 and has lived in

Austria since 1992. She studied journalism and German in

Vienna, and is a freelance journalist and author. In 2016

she published her debut, the fictionalised biography "The

Summer When F. Scott Fitzgerald Nearly Cut a Waiter in

Two". She has been awarded several stipends and prizes.
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Women's Fiction

Publishing House: Heyne

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 448 | 12,5x18,7

cm

Original title: Seesternnächte

MANUELA INUSA

Starfish Nights
THE COASTLINES SERIES (VOL. 2)

NOVEL

Date of publication: September 10, 2025

On Key West, Harmony fights for her sister – and for hope

Harmony is a journalist living in Phoenix. After several disappointing affairs, she

has given up any hope of finding that someone special. Instead, she’s totally

focused on her work and her older sister, Hope, who is dying after a three-year

battle with leukaemia. Hope’s biggest wish is to spend her final weeks on Key

West, her favourite place in the whole world. She dreams of seeing dolphins one

last time. Harmony goes to Key West with her, and organises a dolphin-watching

trip. But her plans come to nothing: a hurricane hits the Florida Keys, and Hope’s

condition quickly deteriorates. After the storm, nothing is as it was, and Harmony

has to learn to let go. Can she find peace among the palm trees – and maybe

something more?
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AUTHOR

Manuela Inusa

© privat

Manuela Inusa, born in 1981, knew even as a child that

she was going to be a writer one day. She trained as a

bilingual assistant, but shortly before her thirtieth

birthday decided it was now or never. Ever since, she

regularly enchants numerous readers with her emotive

novels, and her popular "Valerie Lane" and "California

Dreams" series were almost instant bestsellers. Her

books have been translated into various languages.
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Women's Fiction

Publishing House: Blanvalet

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 352 | 12,5x18,7

cm

Original title: Neues Glück im

kleinen Nähcafé am Fluss

SABINE SCHMIDT

New Happiness in the Little
Riverside Sewing Café
THE SEWING CAFé SERIES (VOL. 2)

NOVEL

Date of publication: October 22, 2025

A breath of fresh air in the sewing café, exciting challenges and

lots of new happiness!

Maura, a successful editor-in-chief, returns to her home village of Rockenbrook

after several years to help her father. But more than just family duties await her

there: Her late aunt's beloved sewing café is on the verge of closing down again,

and the village is in danger of falling into the hands of an unscrupulous investor -

the ex of her great love Marten, of all people. Old feelings flare up, new

challenges pile up and an unexpected twist turns her life upside down.
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AUTHOR

Sabine Schmidt

© Susanna Kolmos

Sabine Schmidt is a writer, blogger, fashion designer and,

since 2016, founder and creative mind behind Sewsimple.

Every month, hundreds of thousands of sewing fans seek

out Sabine’s sewing and DIY instructions and hacks – or

browse the beginner-friendly templates on her popular

website. After "The Little Riverside Sewing Café", "New

Happiness in The Little Riverside Sewing Café" is her

second novel, with which she hopes to both entertain

and inspire her readers.
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Women's Fiction

Publishing House: Goldmann

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 464 | 12,5x18,7

cm

Original title: Rückkehr nach

Fisherman’s Cove

CONSTANZE WILKEN

Return to Fisherman's Cove
NOVEL

Date of publication: August 20, 2025

A Scottish island. A long-kept secret. A great love.

When she learns of the sudden death of her beloved father, Arline is deeply

shocked. The young woman, who works in a pub in Glasgow and sings in a folk

band, immediately sets off for her home island of Orkney. When she arrives in

picturesque Fisherman's Cove, she is overwhelmed by memories. Her father has

not only left her the old cottage, but also the diary of her mother Colina, who died

young and from whom she inherited her singing talent. Arline decides to stay in

Fisherman's Cove for the time being to finally find out more about her mother's

mysterious fate. Arline's feelings are finally shaken up when she meets the barman

Quinn in the local pub. When Arline sings in the pub with her band, which has

traveled to the folk festival, sparks fly between her and Quinn.
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AUTHOR

Constanze Wilken

© Ali Reza Salehi

Constanze Wilken, born in 1968, studied art history,

political science and literature in Kiel and completed her

doctorate at the University of Wales in Aberystwyth. She

is a successful author of both women's fiction and

historical novels.
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Thriller & Crime

Publishing House: Penguin

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 464 | 13,5x20,6

cm

Original title:

Himmelerdenblau

ROMY HAUSMANN

Darling Mine
THRILLER

Date of publication: August 27, 2025

Rights sold to: Italy (Giunti), Poland (Foksal), Russia (Eksmo), UK/World English

(Quercus)

English sample translation available

An intense thriller about the disappearance of a child, being

scared of your own memories, lives destroyed, and the dark

side of the true crime genre

Julie Novak has been missing since 7 September 2003. Her disappearance has torn

her family apart. But her father Theo hasn’t given up looking for her. Twenty years

later, podcaster Liv contacts Theo, and tells him that she has found a fresh clue.

But Theo is suffering from dementia, and if he wants to know the truth he must

act quickly. Who took his daughter? Why has Julie’s ex-boyfriend Daniel locked his

deceased mother’s bedroom door? And is there anything more cruel than not

knowing what happened to your child?

• Romy Hausmann’s books have been published in 30 countries so far, with 1.2

million copies sold

• For fans of Gillian Flynn, Paula Hawkins, Donna Tartt, Patricia Highsmith, Tana

French and Ruth Ware

Just when you think you know how the story works, she flips it

all upside down and delivers one stunning twist after another.
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AUTHOR

Romy Hausmann

© Astrid Eckert

Romy Hausmann was born in East Germany in 1981, and

her family later fled to the West. She is “one of the most

successful thriller authors in Germany.” (Sunday Times).

Her debut novel "Liebes Kind" (‘Dear Child’) immediately

landed at number 1 on the SPIEGEL bestseller list. The

Netflix series of the same name won the International

Emmy Award in November 2024. She continued her

success in 2020 and 2022 with the thrillers "Marta

schläft" (‘Marta sleeps’) and “Perfect Day”. Her first

non-fiction book was also published in 2022: “True Crime.

Der Abgrund in dir” (‘True crime: the darkness within

you’), and in 2024 the poetry book “Princess Standard”,

set to music by Fortuna Ehrenfeld. All of her books are

SPIEGEL bestsellers and her works are published with

great success in 30 countries.
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I’ve read a lot of suspense fiction over the years, but this book

really kept me guessing. Huge congrats to Romy on this

wonderful achievement!
Stefanie Bierwerth, Publisher at Quercus
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Thriller & Crime

Publishing House: Goldmann

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 544 | 13,5x20,6

cm

Original title: Herzgrab

ANDREAS GRUBER

Buried Heart
THE HEART SERIES (VOL. 1)

THRILLER

Date of publication: November 19, 2025

Re-release of the 2013 Goldmann edition

When love turns into obsession, and revenge becomes bloody…

Young Elena Gerink, a private detective in Vienna, is known for never yet having

failed to track down a missing person. But her search for world-famous painter

Salvatore Del Vecchio is turning out to be more difficult than she thought. When a

new painting by him unexpectedly shows up, Elena travels to Tuscany. In

Florence’s oppressive summer heat, she bumps into her ex-husband Peter, a

kidnapping specialist with the Austrian state police, who is looking for an Austrian

woman last seen in Italy. Soon, they realise that the two cases are related – in a

way that’s so perfidious and bloody that Elena and Peter struggle to handle the

case, even after they join forces…

• The first case for this investigative duo

• Gruber’s books for Goldmann have sold more than 6.5 million copies so far and

have been translated into eleven languages
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AUTHOR

Andreas Gruber

© Dominik Rößler / Penguin Random House GmbH

Andreas Gruber, born in Vienna in 1968, lives with his

family as a freelance writer in Austria. His thriller and

novels of suspense for adults have a huge fan following

and are regularly in the Spiegel bestselling charts.

Andreas Gruber has been nominated for the Friedrich

Glauser Crime Prize and, twice, for the Leo Perutz Crime

Prize of the city of Vienna. He has been awarded the

Herzogenrather Handschelle and several times been the

winner of the Vincent Prize and the Deutscher Phantastik

Preis.

www.agruber.com
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Thriller & Crime

Publishing House: Goldmann

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 576 | 13,5x20,6

cm

Original title: Herzfluch

ANDREAS GRUBER

Cursed Heart
THE HEART SERIES (VOL. 2)

THRILLER

Date of publication: November 19, 2025

On an island hiding a deadly secret, a girl has disappeared…

the major new thriller by this bestselling author

Viennese private detective Elena Gerink is looking for a murderer who was

wrongly released fifteen years ago, and who has since left the country. After an

arduous search, she finally tracks him down to Greece. Her husband Peter and his

colleague Dino Scatozza are also on their way there – they are kidnapping

specialists in the Austrian state police, and desperately looking for a missing

young tourist last seen at a high-society party in Athens. When the trail leads

Elena, Peter and Dino to the same small private island, the trio decide to work

together… and are drawn into the island’s grim history.

• Following the bestselling "Herzgrab" ("Buried Heart"), this is the second case for

detective duo Peter and Elena Gerink

• Gruber’s books for Goldmann have sold more than 6.5 million copies so far and

have been translated into eleven languages

[Grubers] books are action-packed, complex and twisty-turny.
Sebastian Fitzek

One of the best German-language thriller writers.
denglers-buchkritik.de
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AUTHOR

Andreas Gruber

© Dominik Rößler / Penguin Random House GmbH

Andreas Gruber, born in Vienna in 1968, lives with his

family as a freelance writer in Austria. His thriller and

novels of suspense for adults have a huge fan following

and are regularly in the Spiegel bestselling charts.

Andreas Gruber has been nominated for the Friedrich

Glauser Crime Prize and, twice, for the Leo Perutz Crime

Prize of the city of Vienna. He has been awarded the

Herzogenrather Handschelle and several times been the

winner of the Vincent Prize and the Deutscher Phantastik

Preis.

www.agruber.com
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Thriller & Crime

Publishing House: Heyne

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 224 | 11,8x18,7

cm

Original title: Der Rabbi und

der Kommissar: Du sollst nicht

lügen

MICHEL BERGMANN

The Rabbi and the Inspector: Thou
Shalt Not Lie
THE RABBI AND THE INSPECTOR (VOL. 4)

CRIME NOVEL

Date of publication: August 13, 2025

A new case for Rabbi Silberbaum

Shuk, an Israeli restaurant, has been torched in an arson attack that has claimed

the life of a kitchen hand from Burkina Faso. DCI Berking assumes it was

neo-Nazis, but the case may be more complicated than the initial evidence

suggests. His friend, Rabbi Silberbaum, is convinced that there’s a financial motive

behind the attack, and that they should be looking elsewhere for the culprits. He’s

confirmed in his suspicion when the victim’s sister, a bright young police officer

from Ouagadougou, shows up. She rejects any notion that her brother was paid to

burn down the restaurant, and is determined to bring his killer to justice.
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AUTHOR

Michel Bergmann

© Bogenberger Autorenfotos

Michel Bergmann was born in Basel, but spent his

childhood in Paris and his adolescence in Frankfurt am

Main. After graduating from university and a spell at the

Frankfurter Rundschau, he decided to join the world of

film, and has since then been a producer, a director and,

most recently, a screenwriter. He wrote his first book in

2010, and "The Rabbi and the Inspector" is his first crime

series.
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Historical Fiction, Thriller &

Crime

Publishing House: Limes

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 352 | 13,5x21,5

cm

Original title: Felix Blom -

Mord an der Spree

ALEX BEER

Felix Blom: Murder on the Spree
A CASE FOR FELIX BLOM (VOL. 3)

CRIME NOVEL

Date of publication: November 05, 2025

Mathilde Voss’s past catches up with her – and Felix Blom has

to pull out all the stops to help his business partner, solve his

third case, and bring the true killer to justice

Berlin, 1879. The whole city is talking about the murdered prostitute. Shortly

after, detective Mathilde Voss receives a message: ‘I know who killed her. We’re in

danger. Lotte’. When Mathilde shows up at Lotte’s, it’s too late: she too has been

murdered, and Mathilde is the chief suspect. Her partner Felix does everything he

can to help. He’s convinced that someone is trying to pin the murder on Mathilde –

someone involved in a terrible event from her past…

Alex Beer once again shows why she’s the master of historical

crime. [...] She has created yet another thrilling story with

brilliant characters, set against the fascinating backdrop of

late nineteenth-century Berlin. A brilliantly researched and

gripping plot, it’s the unusual pairing [of Mathilde and Felix]

that makes it so unmissable.
krimi-couch.de
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AUTHOR

Alex Beer

© Ian Ehm

Alex Beer has a degree in archaeology and now lives in

Vienna. Her thrilling DCI August Emmerich series has

seen her shortlisted for countless awards (among others

for the Friedrich Glauser Prize, Viktor Crime Award and

Crime Cologne Award), and has won her the 2017 and

2019 Leo Perutz Crime Prize, the 2020 MIMI Bookbuyers’

Crime Award, and the 2019 Austrian Crime Prize. Beer’s

other series features Felix Blom, a fascinating character

investigating crime in late nineteenth-century Berlin – for

which she has also won awards, including the 2023 Silver

Homer and the 2024 Berlin Krimifuchs.

www.alex-beer.com
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Thriller & Crime

Publishing House: Goldmann

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 336 | 12,5x18,7

cm

Original title: Panik

SEBASTIAN HALM

Panic: This House Wants to Kill You
THRILLER

Date of publication: July 23, 2025

A luxurious holiday home turns into a death trap

To save their marriage, Ruth and Bill have gone to spend the weekend in a

luxurious beach house on the Baltic coast – an architectural gem that used to

belong to a tech mogul. When Ruth wakes up in the middle of the night, her

husband has disappeared. Panicked, she searches everywhere for him… and finally

discovers Bill on the other side of a picture window. He’s in the garden, locked out

of their house, while she is hermetically sealed inside. There’s no way for them to

communicate. Ruth and Bill quickly realise that the house’s AI security system has

taken control – and is hunting them both down…

CONTACT US DIRECTLY AT

foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact

lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de

AUTHOR

Sebastian Halm

© Sarah Hecker/blende11

Sebastian Halm, born in 1978, is a journalist and winner

of the LfM Radio Prize. After graduating from high

school, he did an internship followed by a BA in German

and literature studies. He is now a science journalist

specialising in AI, and lives in Munich.
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Thriller & Crime

Publishing House: Penguin

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 432 | 11,8x18,7

cm

Original title: Der Sünde Sold

(Dühnfort 1)

INGE LöHNIG

The Wages of Sin
INSPECTOR DüHNFORT'S FIRST CASE

CRIME NOVEL

Date of publication: December 10, 2025

How it all began: the first book in this bestselling crime series

featuring DCI Dühnfort – now a Penguin paperback

In a pretty parish south of Munich, Agnes is hoping to find peace and quiet after a

tragic event a year ago destroyed life as she knew it. But then a five-year-old boy

vanishes without a trace, and the village panics. Days later, Jakob is found tied up,

naked and confused on a woodpile in the local forest. Everyone is relieved. But

soon after, the mutilated body of the boys’ teacher is found. The crime scene

evokes biblical sacrifices and the gruesome Inquisition. Agnes and the other

villagers are terrified. Someone among them is a sadistic killer – and DCI Dühnfort

has to stop them before they claim their next victim.

CONTACT US DIRECTLY AT

foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact

lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de

AUTHOR

Inge Löhnig

© Frank Bauer

Inge Löhnig’s long-running Inspector Dühnfort crime

series is hugely popular, and the books have been

unfailing bestsellers. After a break of a few years –

during which she published several bestsellers under the

name Ellen Sandberg, including most recently "Keine

Reue" (‘No regrets’) and "Das Unrecht" (‘Injustice’) – she’s

back with another Dühnfort thriller. She has been a

successful novelist for many years, and is a recipient of

the 2022 Bavarian State Medal.
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Thriller & Crime

Publishing House: Heyne

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 432 | 11,8x18,7

cm

Original title: Der

Bildersammler

LILIANE SKALECKI

The Art Collector
THRILLER

Date of publication: September 10, 2025

A fearless art restorer uses her expertise with the investigation

of a gruesome series of murders

On an evening stroll, art restorer Tessa makes a shocking discovery: in a lonely

chapel in the woods, she stumbles across a gruesomely displayed corpse. The dead

man is marked with the wounds of St Sebastian. DCI Lennart Wiedmeyer has never

seen anything like it in his life, and he quickly realises that he needs help from an

expert. He asks Tessa to help him find out which painting provided the model for

the bloody killing. While the two of them identify the dead man and gradually put

the pieces together, the killer has only just begun their masterpiece, and is already

looking for their next victim…

CONTACT US DIRECTLY AT

foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact

lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de

AUTHOR

Liliane Skalecki

Liliane Skalecki knows her art history and archaeology,

and likes to bring aspects of these into her crime novels

(which she sometimes publishes under a pseudonym).

While browsing in antiques shops and immersing herself

in the past, she comes across many a puzzle, which she

then weaves into gripping cases for her protagonists to

solve. She lives in Bremen and the South of France with

her family.
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writes a New Adult novel based on Alexa‘s true story…

What message would you like to pass on?

What was it like for you to write this book?

"Real bodies are what 
we need. In literature, 
films, on social media. 
And not as a supporting 

character, but as the 
important main 

character!"

"Just like Alexa, whose true 
story inspired me to write this 
novel, Alea is a woman who 
doesn't want to change for 

anyone. She sets boundaries 
where they are needed. And 

yet she is not immune to 
offence. Because no one is. 

Words hurt. They have 
power."

genuine & relatable Inspiration for the 
main character Alea

author

storyteller  

„Let's be nicer to each other. Just let other 
people's bodies be bodies, don't comment on 

them - whether fat or thin. Because nobody 
should care about your body except yourself.“

"It was a great journey, in which I also contributed my own 
experiences with body shaming and which definitely 
changed me, my view of the topic and my attitude towards 
my body."



Antonia Wesseling
A Thousand Pieces of You 
Based on Lena’s True Story

{heartlines}, New Adult,
400 pages, February 2025 

Story: Nothing is more important to journalist Ellie than justice. She dares to 
speak the truth, even when it’s uncomfortable. Yet no one suspects the true 
reason she fights so passionately for those who have no voice. Or why she 
avoids relationships. Or why she broke up so suddenly with Louis, her first true 
love. Being sexually abused as a child shattered Ellie’s heart into a thousand 
pieces, and each day that she walks her own path means putting one more 
piece back in place. When Ellie is assigned to cover an explosive story about 
abuse of power, her investigation takes her to none other than Louis. Soon, she 
finds herself caught between the truth and her deepening feelings…
Tropes: Second Chances, First Love, He falls first
Topics: sexual abuse, mental health

Protagonists: Ellie (25) was abused as a child. Today she is an investigative 
journalist. She has a professional life, but hasn't had a relationship since 
Louis. Louis (25) Ellie's great love from the past. He works for a company that 
is the target of Ellie's research. He still has great feelings for her, but is also 
afraid of losing his job and asks her to keep quiet.

Author: For Antonia Wesseling, born in 1999, writing is a major part of life. She 
started coming up with stories when she was little, then went on to write YA 
books, and is now the author of bestselling new-adult novels. She talks about 
writing, mental health and other topics close to her heart on YouTube 
(@tonipure), TikTok and Instagram (@antoniawesseling).
Storyteller: Lena (@lenajensn) is a survivor of sexual violence, a speaker, a 
Miss Germany runner-up, an entrepreneur and a mother. She campaigns for 
child abuse awareness and equal parenting rights. She lives in northern 
Germany with her husband and child.

© private

© Lena Lach 
Fotografie

Lena
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Wesseling



Cassidy Cane
Searching For Sunshine
Based on Kevin’s True Story

{heartlines}, New Adult,
512 pages, March 2025 

Story: Emilian is a real nice guy. Everyone thinks so. Except his supervisor Vienna, 
who seems immune to his charms and constantly makes snide comments. 
Unfortunately, now the two of them are supposed to trial a new dating app for a new 
marketing client… The more closely they work together, the hotter their chats get, 
and the more they confide in each other. For the first time, Emilian feels like he can 
really open up to someone else, including about his painful childhood. And Vienna, 
too, is relieved to finally be herself again around a guy. But just as their secret office 
affair is about to turn more serious, Emilian’s stepdad shows up and threatens to 
ruin his life. Emilian has to make a difficult decision, which will affect not only him 
and Vienna, but Vienna’s young son too…

Tropes: Grumpy x Sunshine, Office Romance, Found Family

Topics: emotional blackmail, emancipation, liberation

Protagonists: Emilian (21) was left with his violent, gambling-addicted stepfather 
after the death of his mother. As an adult, he avoids serious relationships for fear of 
adopting his stepfather's narcissistic behaviour. Vienna (22) is a single mother of a 
young son. She is focused on her career as men have always disappointed her.

Author: Cassidy Cane, born in 1993, started out penning fan fiction and hasn’t 
stopped writing since. Now a novelist in her own right, she takes her characters 
through all of life’s highs and lows. She describes herself as ‘selective but intense’ in 
terms of her passions: she is a F1 fanatic and film buff, wears a different baseball 
cap every day (she’s the proud owner of at least twenty!), and on her ‘reading days’ 
loves immersing herself heart and soul in romance and fantasy novels. Assuming, 
that is, her cat Coco and Bichon Frisé Poet stop competing for her attention!

Storyteller: Kevin, born in 1992, is a marketing manager and lives in southern 
Germany with his wife and two daughters. He left home at a young age, and for a 
long time was triggered by the topic of his family. However, he finally managed to 
draw a line under it – and when he fell in love with a colleague, it gave him a chance 
at a fresh start. Kevin has always been drawn to writing and the stage, and he now 
turns his experiences into poems he performs at slam poetry events. He firmly 
believes that ‘If you’re good, life’s good.’

© Penguin Random
 House / 
Dominik Rößler

Kevin and 
Cassidy Cane



Justine Prust
When the Rain Burns
Based on Sina’s True Story

{heartlines}, New Adult,
368 pages, April 2025 

Story: Following a tragic shooting at her school that ended in the death of her 
best friend, Lina wants nothing more than to get out of town and forget the 
past. She leaves everything behind – including Liam, who was there for her 
during the bad times. Years later, when she meets Tom and falls in love, Lina 
finally starts feeling safe again. But what starts as a blissful relationship soon 
turns into a nightmare: Tom is controlling, and humiliates and gaslights her. It 
takes a long time for Lina to pluck up the courage to leave him and go back to 
the people who were there for her last time. To her surprise, she discovers that 
Liam is still there too… and the mess in her head seems to quieten down 
whenever he’s around. But can two broken hearts help each other heal?
Tropes: Second Chance, Broken Heros, Childhood Lovers, Friends to Lovers
Topics: trauma, healing, mental health

Protagonists: Lina (25) was 16 when she survived a school shooting, and 
started having panic attacks; she works as an trained educator. Liam (25), is 
Lina’s ex-boyfriend and former classmate; Lina broke up with him even though 
she was in love with him

Author: Justine Pust lives in Rostock and has blue hair. She is a real seaside 
girl, known far and wide for her @justinepust Instagram account, where she 
shares her passion for writing and reading. For Justine, life is unimaginable 
without books. She is also a social worker, with a deep interest in people’s life 
stories – as evidenced by her new novel for {heartlines}, When the Rain Burns.
Storyteller: Sina is an educator with an MA in social education. In 2009, a 
former fellow student went on a shooting spree at her school, an event which 
left her deeply traumatised and suffering from panic attacks. She sought 
refuge in a relationship with a man who promised her love, but in fact abused 
her both physically and emotionally. She eventually managed to escape; a stay 
at a clinic and trauma therapy helped her to recover. Sina has now moved back 
to her home town – and finally found the love of her life.

© Sandra Gebhard

© private
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Vanessa Hussmann
Pieces of me
Based on Tara’s True Story

{heartlines}, New Adult,
496 pages, May 2025 

Story: Tara has everything she’s ever dreamed of. She is a promising law student 
and has a wonderful boyfriend, and loves her adoptive parents. She’s never had 
much interest in her Nepalese roots, and usually ignores anything to do with the 
country. But on her birthday, a stranger called Kiran gets in touch claiming he’s her 
brother. Tara is shocked and has a thousand questions – and in the hope of finding 
some answers, she flies to Kathmandu. There, she meets the family she never knew. 
She also meets Ravi, and starts developing feelings for him. But the more Tara 
settles into the country of her birth, the more alienated she feels from her old self. 
Where – and to whom – does she really belong?

Tropes: Slow Burn, Finding Yourself, New Beginnings

Topics: Where do I belong? And to whom?

Protagonists: Tara (25), was adopted when she was a baby; Ravi (26), Nepalase
and Tara’s brother Kiran’s best friend.

Author: Vanessa Hußmann, born in 1992, loves getting to know unfamiliar worlds –
be they books or fascinating countries and cultures. Her favourite way to immerse 
herself in a novel is surrounded by fairy lights and scented candles. She constantly 
longs to visit faraway countries, and has spent a year in the US and travelled around 
Thailand and Vietnam. She got to know Kathmandu thanks to Tara, who mentally 
guided her through the city’s alleyways and temples. Vanessa found its mystical 
atmosphere and welcoming people inspiring: ‘Pieces of Me is like a journey to 
Nepal, and I hope you’ll fall in love with it, as I did – and perhaps with Ravi, too.’ 

Storyteller: ‘Tara’ is the pen name of the woman whose story is told in Pieces of Me. 
Born in 1999, she was adopted by a German couple at the age of three. Tara’s 
adoptive parents told her early on about her background, but she never found out 
why her biological mother gave her up, or what happened to her other family. 
However, one day, at the age of seventeen, she received an unexpected message 
from Nepal that prompted her to make her first ever trip to her native country. 
Although Tara doesn’t really enjoy being in the limelight, she hopes her story will 
inspire others who have had similar experiences, and anyone who sometimes 
simply feels lost. 

© private

Vanessa 
Hussmann



Rabia Doğan
Out of Line 
Based on Batul’s True Story

{heartlines}, New Adult,
368 pages, June 2025 

Story: Leyla is still little when her family leaves Lebanon for Germany. But her 
mother never gets over having to leave her homeland, and commits suicide. In 
her grief, Leyla finds solace in dancing. She and her brother Said are close, but 
when she moves to Berlin to start up her own studio their relationship 
becomes strained. One day, Leyla bumps into Emir, Said’s best friend. Emir 
used to take her to her dance lessons every evening, and always believed that 
dreams can come true. He also once kissed her on a cold November night –
even though kissing your mate’s sister is against the rules. As Leyla and Emir 
grow closer, they can’t resist recalling those old feelings. But Said isn’t too 
happy about it: the reason he sent Emir to Berlin in the first place was to 
sabotage Leyla’s dream…
Tropes: forbidden love, brother’s best friend
Topics: false pretences, losing someone’s trust, traditional family, cultural 
differences

Protagonists: Leyla (23) her greatest passion is dancing, her biggest dream is 
to have her own dance studio. Emir (25) studies physics in Berlin and was 
once her brother's best friend.

Author: Rabia Doğan has an MA in psychology and lives in Berlin, where she is 
training to be a psychotherapist. Rabia has been writing ever since she realised
how much other people and their stories fascinate her. She shares two things 
with Batul: both are from an immigrant background, and both are proud of their 
roots.
Storyteller: Batul’s family is from Lebanon and moved to Germany when she 
was four. After Batul’s mother committed suicide, her older brother became 
her guardian. He encouraged her passion for dance, and Batul – who is in her 
mid-twenties – now runs her own dance studio in Chemnitz. 

© {heartlines}

Batul and 
Rabia Doğan



Mira Massong
Break the Fall
Based on Laura’s True Story

{heartlines}, New Adult,
368 pages, July 2025 

Story: It’s been hell, but Nora has finally won the battle against alcohol. She is 
relieved to finally be discharged from the rehab centre, and looking forward to 
making a fresh start and returning to uni. At the same time, she knows that 
she’s as yet a former alcoholic on probation. When she sees former fellow 
student Tim again, he seems to be exactly what she needs. Despite everything 
she’s been through, she trusts him. But Tim isn’t as strong as he thinks, and 
unlike Nora keeps his worries to himself. Torn between love and doubt, each 
has to ultimately face up to their past.
Tropes: Broken Hero, Slow Burn
Topics: alcoholism, withdrawal, therapy

Protagonists: Nora (26) To get her panic attacks under control, she drank. 
Now she is sober. She is studying German and is currently writing her master's 
thesis. Tim (26) is in great financial difficulties and his parents have broken off 
contact with him.

Author: Mira Massong, born in 1996, lives in Cologne with her husband, 
daughter and two cats. She has a degree in German and psychology, and is a 
freelance editor. Mira started writing stories when she was just seven, and 
since 2016 has devoted herself mainly to the romance genre. Her new 
{heartlines} book Break the Fall, written together with Laura, is an authentic, 
accessible new-adult novel about a former alcoholic called Nora, inspired by 
Laura’s own true story..
Storyteller: Laura graduated from high school, got her degree and started her 
first job, all while under the influence. She drank her first beer at the age of 16, 
and was quickly drawn into a vicious circle of binge- and secret drinking. She 
has been dry for three years now, and knows that only total abstinence will 
keep her from relapsing. Laura writes openly about life after alcohol on 
Instagram (@laurassoberlife), and hopes to raise greater awareness of the 
topic via her videos and this new {heartlines} novel. 

© private

© private
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Jennifer Wiley
Pounding Hearts
Based on Rike’s True Story

{heartlines}, New Adult,
368 pages, October 2025 

Story: To escape her brother’s unpredictable fits of rage, Maya moves to Cologne to finish 
her studies. She soon settles in and makes friends with her housemates, and when she 
meets Linus she might even have a chance at true love. But Maya is still battling the effects 
of the past. Years of being paralysed by fear of her brother’s violent outbursts has taken its 
toll. The only way she can find release is by exercising. At first, she doesn’t notice how her 
workouts are taking over her life, but eventually she can’t get through the day without 
exercising for several hours. On a weekend away with Linus, she’s forced to make a choice 
– and chooses exercise. She distances herself from Linus, and pushes her own body to 
such limits that, soon, her life is in danger…

Tropes: strangers to lovers, I have a secret, emotional scars, golden retriever boyfriend

Topics: Information about developmental trauma, demarginalisation of sports addiction

Author: Jennifer Wiley, born in 1988, lives near Cologne. She has a degree in social work 
and spent many years helping families through difficult situations, before devoting herself 
full-time to writing deeply emotional romances. She loves hiking and exploring nature on 
horseback, and recharges her batteries on the banks of a small fishing lake that reminds 
her of times spent with her father. She describes herself as both bubbly and a daydreamer, 
and watching a new series always well and truly brings out the fangirl in her.

Storyteller: Rike, born in 1995, is a psychologist and lives in Cologne. She is a mental 
health activist, has already coached people and educated them on topics related to 
mental health in her own podcast. As a result of developmental trauma, Rike became 
addicted to sports, but was able to free herself from this addiction through trauma therapy. 
Rike still loves sports – in moderation – as well as photography and painting. She wants to 
raise awareness of the connection between trauma and mental disorders and share her 
message with those affected

© private
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Cassidy Cane
Finding My Wings 
Based on Jenny’s True Story

{heartlines}, New Adult,
368 pages, November 2025 

Story: Following the tragic loss of her mother, Melly (22) does everything for her father and 
brother. She puts her own life plans on hold, and decides to forget about her long-held 
dream of becoming a flight attendant and seeing the world. Instead, she looks after their 
home and organises their lives. Henrik is the only one who manages to convince Melly to 
consider her own needs too. Half-persuaded and half-reluctantly, Melly starts training as a 
flight attendant, and finally starts flourishing – not least thanks to Henrik’s continuous 
support. But while she jets around the world living her dream, he longs to turn their long-
distance connection into something more. How can he convince Melly to stay with him for 
longer than a quick stopover?

Tropes: he falls first and harder, right person, wrong time, friends to lovers, long distance 
relationship, emotional scars, hidden secret

Topics: Follow your dream, self-care, between duty and self-fulfilment, death of a parent, 
travel, wanderlust

Author: Cassidy Cane, born in 1993, started out penning fan fiction and hasn’t stopped 
writing since. Now a novelist in her own right, she takes her characters through all of life’s 
highs and lows. She describes herself as ‘selective but intense’ in terms of her passions: 
she is a F1 fanatic and film buff, wears a different baseball cap every day (she’s the proud 
owner of at least twenty!), and on her ‘reading days’ loves immersing herself heart and soul 
in romance and fantasy novels. Assuming, that is, her cat Coco and Bichon Frisé Poet stop 
competing for her attention!

Storyteller: Jenny, born in 1993, had never before told anyone about her past. But she 
knew she could open up to Cassidy – the two are friends from high school. After her 
mother’s sudden death, Jenny spent years looking after her brother and father, and had to 
relearn to consider her own needs. She loves travelling, dancing, listening to loud music, 
and her job as a flight attendant, which takes her all over the world. She hopes that the 
readers of "Finding My Wings" will feel inspired, and realise that, in her words, "You’re 
stronger than you think. You can do it!" 

© private
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Bianca Mov

Wicked Love 1 –
Wicked Mind

Story Volume 1

Sienna has a secret: to earn money, she writes spicy novels. Her 
inspiration: Nikolai Hale, the mysterious billionaire and her 
father's best friend. She doesn't know him personally, only 
through interviews and articles in the tabloid press. When she 
comes home after graduating from university to spend the 
summer with her father, Nikolai happens to come to visit. When 
he picks up one of her books, he quickly realises who her 
source of inspiration is, and a big argument ensues. Sienna is 
horrified when she realises his true character – he is unfriendly, 
bitter, grumpy and not at all the shining knight she has 
imagined in her fantasies for years. Sienna's father urges the 
two of them to go on a trip to Barcelona together. 

What Sienna doesn't know is that her father is terminally ill with 
cancer and wants to spend his last days with the most 
important people in his life. On this trip, Sienna and Nikolai grow 
closer. Sienna recognises the real man behind the ever-
controlled mask. And Nikolai is consumed by guilt because he 
cannot tell her the truth about her father's condition. The truth 
comes out when Sienna's father collapses and has to be taken 
to hospital. Furious, Sienna breaks off all contact with Nikolai 
and travels back to England with her father. 

Overwhelmed by caring for her father, Sienna falls into 
depression. Nikolai, unable to cope with the break-up, almost 
becomes an alcoholic. It is only after her father's death that the 
two find their way back to each other.

• Volume 1: to be published in September 2025

• Volume 2: to be published in January 2026

• Volume 3:  to be published in May 2026

• Full English manuscript available

Tropes
grumpy x sunshine, billionaire, age-gap, dad’s best friend, forced proximity

Topics

Moral dilemmas, forbidden fantasies, depression, alcohol abuse

Spice factor

Setting
Barcelona

Protagonists

Sienna Mayfield (23) Her mother died when she was born, and she spent almost her entire childhood 

in boarding school. She does not have a good relationship with her father, as he sees her as the 

reason for his pain.

Nikolai Hale(43), mysterious billionaire and liquor mogul. And the best friend of Sienna’s father. 

Perspective

First-person narrative alternating from Sienna’s and Nikolai’s point of view.

Volumes

Trilogy with different protagonists in each volume. All volumes can be read independently. 

Taboo Romance



Sasha Reed 

Syndicate 1 –
Freedom Is Mine

Story Volume 1

The innocent Elena Osorio, the princess of a powerful drug 
cartel in Mexico, is thrown into a world of intrigue and dark 
attraction. Growing up in her father's villa, she has no idea of his 
true identity as a drug lord and the secret of her origins. But 
when her father, Manuel Osorio, makes a deal with Nathan 
O'Connell, the feared Irish mafia boss, Elena's life is turned 
upside down. The deal involves an arranged marriage 
between Elena and Nate - a union designed to secure business 
for both parties.
Their first meeting at the wedding is marked by intense 
attraction, but Nate initially sees Elena as nothing more than a 
will-less doll. On the run from her pursuers in Canada, however, 
Nate discovers the strength and fire in Elena that she has long 
hidden. As they grow closer and their passion unfolds, the grim 
reality of their new world looms over them.
When a tragic event puts Nate's loyalty to the test and Elena is 
shocked by her true identity, they both have to confront their 
emotional scars. But the situation escalates when Elena is 
kidnapped, and Nate's world is turned upside down. The real 
mastermind behind the kidnapping is Seamus, a former ally 
who turns out to be a traitor. While Nate does everything he 
can to save Elena, she discovers her own strength and fights for 
her destiny.
In an explosive showdown between loyalty and betrayal, Elena 
finally takes her fate into her own hands. Determined to 
reshape the Osorio cartel, she makes a fateful decision.

• Volume 1:  11,000 copies sold

• Volume 2: 8,000 copies sold

• Volume 3:  to be published in September 2025

• Megatrend: #mafiaromance has 1.8 billion views on TikTok!

Tropes
Arranged Marriage, Forced Proximity, Strangers to Lovers, Emotional Scars

Topics

Violence, murder, kidnapping

Spice factor

Setting
Cabo San Lucas/Mexico – Boston – Canada 

Protagonists

Elena Osorio (25) grew up sheltered and shielded from the outside world. She has no idea 

that her father is the boss of the most powerful drug cartel in Mexico.

Nathan “Nate” O’Connell (32), most influential boss of the Irish mob in America. Ever since 

his parents were killed by a mafia member in his childhood, he has pursued the goal of 

controlling the Irish mafia in order to prevent such incidents.

Perspective

First-person narrative alternating between the protagonists

Volumes

Trilogy with protagonists who change from volume to volume

Mafia Romance



Nena Tramountani

Diamond Empress 1 –
A Million Reasons

Story Volume 1

The luxury liner Diamond Empress embarks on its maiden 
voyage with only the richest of the rich on board - and the 
crew, of course. Not only is there a famous diamond necklace 
and other top-quality jewellery to be auctioned off at a charity 
event at the end of the voyage, but there are also millions in 
the ship's safe and security is at an all-time high.
The mysterious Ernest, one of Diamond Cruises' oldest 
employees at almost 80 years of age, officially works as a 
croupier in the ship's casino area. His foster daughter Seraphina 
and he plan to commit a spectacular robbery on his last 
voyage and secretly recruit a motley crew of talented young 
people. 
Noemi and Viktor both find an invitation to a secret meeting in 
the ship's impressive library. There they meet Ernest and three 
young women, Seraphina, Zoe and Josefin, all their age and 
also crew members. Ernest introduces himself and explains that 
they are here because they have one thing in common: hatred 
of the world of the rich. He hints that they were not chosen at 
random and lets them in on his plans. In theory, the safe can't 
be cracked. In theory. Unless you have a team of outsiders with 
different special skills. If they want to take part, they have to
undergo a test to prove that they are up to the job - and so 
that everyone knows that they can trust each other. They only 
find out what this test looks like after they have made their 
decision. Just like the exact plan for the robbery. If anyone 
snitches, Ernie will make sure they get the boot. Viktor and 
Noemi are forced to become allies…

• Volume 1:  8,000 copies sold

• Volume 2: to be published in July 2025 

• Volume 3:  to be published in November 2025

• English sample translation available

Tropes
Secret Identity, Opposites Attract, Strangers to Lovers, Only One Bed, Found Family, Eat the Rich

Topics

Death of a parent, illness (cancer, ALS), emotional abuse, homelessness, domestic violence, panic 

attacks, loneliness, drug use, kleptomania, homosexuality

Spice factor

Setting
New York to Barcelona, a 100-night voyage aboard the latest and most expensive cruise ship.

Protagonists

Noemi Scopelliti (24), unhappy adopted child of rich parents, has a photographic memory, is a 

talented pianist and kleptomaniac. Has broken off contact with her family years ago.

Viktor Petrović (25) is a street artist and acrobat. He has been living on the streets since his mother 

became seriously ill and unable to work. He has no contact with his father, who was violent 

towards him. 

Perspective

Alternating from the perspectives of the protagonists

Volumes

The story spans the entire trilogy, with each volume focussing on a different couple. 

Romantic Suspense



Josi Wismar 

Fallen Grace 1 – Fractured 
Fates

Story Volume 1

Isabelle has just three months to prove that her sister Vee is 
innocent, and to find Maxwell Davenport’s real killer. Disguised 
as Holly, she enters a world where power and money are 
everything. There, she meets Carter, Max’s brother. Pretending 
to have feelings for him is the perfect way to get close to the 
family who want to destroy Vee. But the closer she gets, the 
harder it is for her to tell fake and real feelings apart. 
Meanwhile, behind the Davenports’ perfect façade, lies and 
betrayal rear their ugly heads – and a secret they are 
desperately trying to hide is about to be uncovered. Caught 
between dangerous secrets and a man who seems able to see 
through her own lies, Holly wonders how far she’s willing to go –
especially if the truth may turn out to be deadly…

• Volume 1:  to be published in September 2025

• Volume 2: to be published in December 2025 

• Josi Wismar is #BookTok Author of the Year 2024!

Tropes
Fake Dating, Hidden Identity, High Society, Opposites Attract, Murder Mystery

Topics

Murder, prison, adultery, betrayal

Spice factor

Setting
London, High Society

Protagonists

Isabelle/Holly(24), sister of the murder suspect, wants to save her and assumes a fake identity 

Carter Davenport(25), Max’ brother and Florence Davenport (28), Max’ widow

Perspective

Both volumes are narrated from the perspective of three female characters: Isabelle/Holly, Vee 

(mainly flashbacks) and Florence (Max's widow).

Volumes

Duology with a cliffhanger at the end of volume 1

Romantic Suspense



Ayla Dade

The Sky Circus 1 –
A Million Stars Above

Story Volume 1

Heaven, the circus director's ambitious daughter, has 
dedicated her whole life to the trapeze and dreams of taking 

over the main act of the show. But when the mysterious Helix, a 
bad boy with a dark past, appears as the new guest artist, her 
life is thrown off course.
Helix, who met Heaven in an underground club, sees her not 
only as a competitor, but also as the target of his revenge. He 
blames her for the death of his sister Ella, and his plans to 
involve her in a fake relationship seem to offer him the perfect 
opportunity to achieve his goal. But as they are forced to work 
together and grow closer amidst the glittering world of the 
circus, the boundaries between hatred and attraction begin to 
shift.
As Heaven and Helix begin to uncover the secrets of their past, 
Helix realizes that he can't hate Heaven as easily as he had 
planned. But the shadows of the past are long, and when a 
dangerous bet between them is uncovered, everything 
threatens to fall apart.

In a dramatic showdown during the tour, when Heaven falls at 
a crucial moment and suffers amnesia, the two are faced with 
the challenge of redefining their love and discovering the truth 
about their families. 

• Volume 1: #6 Spiegel Bestseller + 67,000 copies sold

• Volume 2: #1 Spiegel Bestseller + 41,000 copies sold

Tropes
Enemies to Lovers, Fake Dating, Bad Boy x Good Girl, Forced Proximity

Topics

Virginity and sexual abstinence, amnesia, fatal drug abuse

Spice factor

Setting
Los Angeles and Las Vegas, circus without animals

Protagonists

Heaven Fairchild (20) is the daughter of the circus director. She has trained hard get her parents' 

attention but was never good enough. Only when her biggest rival gets injured is she given the 

chance to stand in for her. She has a sexually abstinent relationship with her boyfriend Craig.

Helix (“Hell”) Winchester (23,) son of wealthy parents from Bel Air, has lost his twin sister Ella. She was 

on her way to becoming a famous actress, he a sought-after stunt double. Now he wants to avenge 

his sister's death and takes a job at Sky Circus.

Perspective

Alternating from the perspectives of Heaven and Helix

Volumes

Dilogy, with a cliffhanger at the end of volume 1

Sports Romance



Maike Voss

Richmond Deers1 –
Keep me close

Story Volume 1

Pepper Hunter lands her dream job as social media manager 
for the Richmond Deers, where she reunites with Ridge Burton, a 
former lover. Despite her intentions to stay away from players, 
old feelings resurface. After an affair, Pepper tries to suppress 

her emotions while Ridge fights for her love. When their 
relationship is strained by gossip and misunderstandings, 
Pepper distances herself. Ridge realises that he must be open 
about his feelings and past in order to win Pepper back. 
Together, they fight against the challenges of being in the 
public eye and for their love, and Pepper finally finds the 
courage to stand up against sexist talk. Six months later: Despite 
a defeat, Ridge and Pepper are happy and ready for the 

future, with a proposal in mind.

• Volume 1: to be published in September 2025 

• Volume 2: to be published in January 2026

• Volume 3:  to be published in May 2026

• Maike Voss is also a big soccer fan in real life. She has a season 

ticket for Werder Bremen and goes to every home game.

Tropes
Second Chance, Career vs. Love, He falls First, Tension-filled Reunion, Secret Past

Topics

Soccer, social media

Spice factor

Setting
London, soccer club

Protagonists

Pepper Hunt(25) has finally landed her dream job as a social media manager at a football club

Ridge Burton(26), Goalkeeper for this football club and Pepper's ex-boyfriend

Perspective

First-person narrative alternating from Pepper’s and Ridge’s point of view.

Volumes

Trilogy with different protagonists in each volume (a couple, consisting of a woman who works 

with the team and a player).

Workplace Romance



Vanessa Hussmann

Level 1 –
Feelings Reloaded

Story Volume 1

Johanna hopes that Gamescom will kick-start her career as a 
narrative designer. But just as she’s about to pitch her idea, she 
bumps into Lukas, a celebrated game designer and streamer –
and also her ex. He proudly presents a trailer for his new 
interactive fantasy game, and Johanna is shocked when she 
realises that he has stolen her idea. She can’t get over his 
betrayal, but when hackers attack and delete Luke’s new 

game, he asks Johanna for help. As they work together, all the 
old chemistry comes back. Suddenly, Johanna finds herself 
inside a game of old wounds and new passions. But then she 
discovers that Luke is dealing with a lot more than guilty 
feelings. Will they find a way to trust each other again, and give 
love a second chance?

• Volume 1: to be published in August 2025 

• Volume 2: to be published in November 2025

• Volume 3:  to be published in Februray 2026

• All three volumes introduce readers to various aspects and sectors 

of the gaming scene

Tropes
Slow Burn, Office Romance, Right Person Wrong Time, Second Chance 

Topics

Gaming, Mental Health, Social Media, death, loss, bullying and panic attacks

Spice factor

Setting
London, soccer club

Protagonists

Johanna Höfer (25), a journalist, but wants to work as a narrative designer for video games. Needs to 

pitch her idea at the world’s largest gaming trade fair.

Lukas da Silva(25), acclaimed game designer, vlogger and streamer, and Johanna's ex-boyfriend 

Perspective

First-person narrative alternating from Johanna’s and Lukas’s point of view.

Volumes

The protagonists are all friends. The fantasy game Anima runs through all three volumes as a subplot 

and turning point for various decisions.

Slowburn Romance



Maren Vivien Haase

Hamptons Prestige1 – Sparks & 
Scandals

Story Volume 1

June is invited by her friend Ashley to spend the summer at her 

family's estate in the Hamptons. There, she clashes with Ashley's 

brother Weston. On the first weekend, there is a huge party and June 

accidentally falls into the water, prompting waiter Cameron to jump 

into the pool to save her. June and Cameron hit it off right away, 

sparks fly. June is also unable to resist the attraction she feels for 

Weston. June is torn the whole time but initially dates Cameron.

Ashley s secretly in love with Cameron too. June and Cameron 

develop feelings for each other, while Weston also forms a deep 

bond with June and falls for her. Weston works hard to pursue his 

dream of a professional sports career far away from the family 

business. Ashley is frustrated because she would be interested in 

joining the family's country club, but her parents have never 

considered her a worthy successor.

After a fight between Cameron and June, Weston invites her to a 

gala, where Cameron is working as a waiter. An argument breaks out 

between the two men; Cameron injures Weston and is expelled from 

the country club. Cameron decides to use June to get revenge; he 

tricks her into handing over the keys to the club and breaks in. That 

night, the police arrives at the family's door and reports the break-in. 

Everyone is shocked; June realizes that it could have been Cameron 

who broke in – and that she has unwittingly become an accomplice! 

Weston receives strange anonymous messages suggesting that June 

is not who she claims to be…

• Volume 1: to be published in August 2025

• Volume 2: to be published in December 2025

• Every novel is a #10 Spiegel bestseller, with over 270,000 copies sold

Tropes
love triangle, best friend brother, bad boy vs good guy, broken hero

Topics

High Society, old money, summer holidays, deception and intrigues

Spice factor

Setting
The Hamptons, Long Island

Protagonists

Juniper “June” Williams (22), slightly chubby, from a modest background, Ashley's best friend

The siblings Ashley (22) and Weston Thornbury (24), rich heirs of a prestigious country club. Weston takes 

out his frustration over an injury that ruined his sports carrier  on everyone around him.

Cameron Gray (24), an employee at the family's country club. He has to earn money with part-time jobs 

because his dream is to study literature at Harvard.

Perspective

Alternating between June, Weston and Cameron.

Volumes

Dilogy, with a cliffhanger at the end of volume 1

High Society Romance



Maren Vivien Haase

Rise and Fall Duett 1 – Songs 
for the Beautiful

Story Volume 1

One day, when Suki is lost in thought while singing at work, a 
customer secretly films it and posts it online. The video quickly 
goes viral. One of L.A.'s most influential record labels offers her 
a record deal. She is overwhelmed when she accepts, as her 
biggest idol, Presley Wren, works for the label. But she is soon 
disillusioned when she is introduced to the songwriter she will be 
working with in the future: River, her brother's former best friend, 
who got him involved in a series of burglaries years ago and 
ended up in prison because of a statement Suki made. But the 
two have to work together if they don't want to lose their jobs. 
The label tries to turn Suki into Presley Wren's successor, playing 
the two singers off against each other, the fans get angry and 
Suki gets into trouble again and again. Suki, who is 
overwhelmed by the peculiarities of the music business (wild 
parties, aggressive men, explicit photo shoots, paparazzi, 
shitstorms) but loves working on her record, and River, who is 
simply overwhelmed by Suki's musical talent, slowly grow closer. 
River tries to protect her. When a stalker turns out to be her toxic 
ex-boyfriend, who leaks River and Carter's criminal past to the 
press, everything falls apart for Suki. When Carter confesses to 
her that he committed the burglaries and that she innocently 
put River behind bars, she is consumed by guilt. She announces 
a song to the fans that will reveal the truth, but her label fires 
her. Suki finds a small independent label and is able to
successfully release the songs she wrote with River. River and 
Suki become a couple.

• Volume 1: #6 Spiegel Bestseller + 40,000 copies sold

• Volume 2: #2 Spiegel Bestseller + 22,000 copies sold

• Foreign Sales: Russia (Eksmo)

• Every novel is a #10 Spiegel bestseller, with over 270,000 copies 
sold

Tropes
Brother’s Best Friend, Enemies-to-Lovers, Forced Proximity

Topics

Toxic relationship, music business, exploitation of (female) artists, cancel culture, social media

Spice factor

Setting
Culver City, West Hollywood

Protagonists

Suki Loveless (22) lives with her brother Carter (25) in a shared flat. They moved from Long 

Island to LA four years ago. Carter, who is working on his career as a director, firmly believes 

in his little sister's singing talent, but she has great self-doubt due to a former toxic relationship.

Songwriter River Hawthorne (26) ended up in prison years ago because of Suki and her 

brother and hates her from the bottom of his heart.

Volumes

Dilogy, with different protagonists. Can be read independently of each other.

Music Romance



Julia Hausburg

Deep Waters 1 – Fighting Through 
Deep Waters

Story Volume 1

Marine biology student Henriette has secured one of the 

coveted places on the sailing yacht Sapient Sailor and is 
spending an exclusive research semester abroad on the high 
seas. At last, she has the chance to break free from her sister's 
shadow.  Her arrival on board the Sapient Sailor is 
overshadowed by an unexpected reunion with her former best 
friend Lukas, who has disappeared from her life without 
warning. This encounter leads to a tense dynamic as the two 
are forced to work together as part of a research team.    

As they participate in various activities such as scuba diving 
and surfing, the relationship between Henriette and Lukas 
becomes more complex. Both carry emotional scars from the 
past that affect their interactions. Henriette is afraid of 
becoming another episode in Lukas' chaotic love life, while 
Lukas struggles with the shadows of his childhood that prevent 
him from engaging in a serious relationship. 
A dramatic incident with a stowaway passenger during their 

journey forces them to face their fears and explore the growing 
attraction between them. 

• Volume 1:  15,000 copies sold

• Volume 2: to be published in July 2025 

• Volume 3:  to be published in November 2025

• Julia Hausburg‘s „Dark Elite“ series has sold over 120,000 copies

Trope
Childhood Friends to Lovers, Forced Proximity, Emotional Scars

Topics
Sibling rivalry, family member with mental health problems, parents divorce

Spice factor

Setting
The “Sapient Sailor”, an exclusive yacht with great and exotic stopovers in the South Pacific (Cook 
Islands, Tahiti, Tonga, Fijis, New Zealand)

Protagonists
Henriette Sommerfeldt (22), studies marine biology. For years, she had to take care of her sister, who 
suffers from borderline personality disorder. With the research semester abroad on board the yacht, she 
finally wants to do something for herself.
Lukas Schaub (24), also studies marine biology and is Henriette’s former best friend from school. Since 
his father's infidelity and the subsequent separation of his parents, he no longer talks to his father and is 
afraid of entering into a serious relationship himself.

Perspective
Alternating from the perspectives of Henriette and Lukas

Volumes
The semester abroad on the Sapient Sailor lasts 6 months. The same period in all three volumes and 
certain events from different perspectives. With cliffhangers.

Academia Romance



Bianca Iosivoni

Bad Vibes – Your Secrets Never Die

Story

Dahlia lives in London and works in the emergency call centre. But 
when she receives a call in the middle of the night from her former 
best friend Jake, a famous bestselling author, her life changes 
abruptly. Because the next day, Jake is dead. When Dahlia is 
unexpectedly invited to the reading of his will, she travels to his 
family's castle in the Scottish Highlands. There she not only learns that 
Jake has left her part of his fortune and all his unpublished 
manuscripts and notes, but is also catapulted back into her own past. 
In her search for the truth about Jake's death - she does not believe it 
was an accident, as the press claims - she not only encounters open 
hostility from his family, but is herself targeted by the murderer. She 
receives threatening letters, is locked in a room and stalked at night 
by a stranger. She finds support in Jake's twin brother Evan, once they 
have overcome their initial dislike, and the attractive Ayden. 
But Dahlia not only wants to solve Jake's accident, she also wants to 
find out who murdered her sister and her mother 15 years ago. At the 
time, her mother was married to Jake's uncle and brought two 
daughters into the marriage. Officially, her mother was depressed 
and took her children to their deaths. However, the youngest 
daughter, Isabelle, did not die on the moor but was saved. 
Dahlia/Isabelle not only finds out the truth about her family's 
murderer, but also tracks down a serial killer: it is Jake's brother Evan, 
who served as the model for the famous character of the 
“Gentleman Killer” in his books and helped him achieve international 
success as a bestselling author. This knowledge puts them in extreme 
danger.

• # 5 Spiegel Bestseller + 62,000 copies sold

• Bianca Iosivoni‘s „Golden Bay“ trilogy has sold over 250,000 copies

Tropes
Hidden Identity, Secrets & Lies, Enemies to Lovers, Dark Past, Forced Proximity

Topics
Murder, domestic violence, emotional abuse, grooming, sleep paralysis, paranoia, stalking, 
gaslighting, abduction, suicide

Spice factor

Setting
London, Edinburgh, Rannoch Moor and MacRaven Manor, a manor house in the Scottish 
Highlands

Protagonists
Dahlia Stewart/Isabelle MacRaven (25), dispatcher at the London emergency call centre. 
Ayden (30), investigative journalist. Pretends to write an article about the life and tragic 
death of the bestselling author. In fact, he has been hired by the family to investigate 
Dahlia. 
Evan MacRaven (29), the family lawyer and Jake's twin brother.
The deceased Jake MacRaven aka J. J. Burnett (29), bestselling author and Dahlia’s 
childhood friend.

Perspective
First-person narrative Dahlia in the present and first-person narrator Jake in the past 
alternate; complemented by news articles and excerpts from social media

Volumes
Stand-alone (may also be split into a trilogy)

Romantic Suspense



Ayla Dade

Winter Dreams 1 –
Like Snow We Fall

Story Volume 1

When Paisly is accepted into the iSkate School in Aspen, she 
desperately needs a job to pay her tuition. But her application 
is turned down by the arrogant snowboarder Knox. When she 
gets a job at the Winterbottom resort, it's the solution to all her 
problems. Only later does she discover that Knox is her 
employer's son. Paisley soon wonders how Knox manages to 
keep up his high level of education despite the wild parties he 
regularly throws. Knox is not the extroverted athlete he pretends 
to be, but he doesn't want to disappoint his father after his 
mother's death. He secretly takes performance-enhancing 
drugs. When Paisley discovers his secret, she tells him to talk to 
his father. But when the National Anti-Doping Agency suddenly 
asks him to take a test, he assumes she has betrayed him. 
Knox's father is furious when Knox confesses that the test will be 
positive. And Paisley's worst nightmare comes true: her former 
coach turns up in Aspen to blackmail her again. She had no 
money to pay him then, so he sexually coerced her and 
became violent. The school in Aspen was her chance to 
escape. Now he threatens to expose everything if she doesn't 
return to him. When Knox's father meets the coach in town, he 
remembers that he once molested Knox's mother during a 
championship. Knox and his father make up to help Paisley. 
They report him to the police and Paisley is finally rid of him. 
Paisley qualifies for the American championships. Knox's doping 
test is positive and he is banned. But he is happy because he 
and Paisley are a couple. 

• Volume1-6: over 450,000 copies sold

• All volumes are Spiegel Bestsellers  

• Foreign sales:  US/World English (Sourcebooks), Italy (Giunti), 
Russia (Eksmo), Spain (Alma Editorial), Ukraine (Ranok)

• Ayla Dade‘s previous books have sold over 750,000 copies in total

Trope
Slow Burn, Forced Proximity

Topics

Doping, physical violence, blackmailing

Spice factor

Setting
famous ski resort Aspen, snow-covered backdrop of the Rocky Mountains

Protagonists

Paisley Harris (21) grew up in a Minnesota trailer park, poor. Has been accepted to the renowned 

iSkate Academy in Aspen (training for the Olympics).

Knox Winterbottom (25, professional snowboarder, son of a rich estate agent, father puts pressure 

on son to perform well in sport, deceased mother was a famous figure skater. Prefers to study 

psychology but feels guilty towards his father.

Perspective

Alternating between Paisley and Knox

Volumes

6 volumes with different protagonists, can be read independently of each other.

Sports Romance



Ayla Dade

Winter Dreams 6 –
Like Hearts We Heal

Story Volume 6

When Paisly is accepted into the iSkate School in Aspen, she 
Passionate ice dancer Paisley is facing the biggest challenge of 
her life: she wants to win gold in the Olympics – and to forget all 

about her split from Knox. Knox was her one true love, and her 
pain is so intense that she never wants to speak to him again. 
But fate has other plans. To turn her post-skating dream of 
running a residential sports academy into reality, she has to
work with none other than Knox. Despite the stress and 
heartache, Paisley accepts his help, knowing full well that her 
wounded heart still yearns for him. And while, by day, she works 
hard to realise her plans, by night one question keeps her 

awake: can she ever trust Knox again?

• Volume1-6: over 450,000 copies sold

• All volumes are Spiegel Bestsellers  

• Foreign sales:  US/World English (Sourcebooks), Italy (Giunti), 
Russia (Eksmo), Spain (Alma Editorial), Ukraine (Ranok)

• Ayla Dade‘s previous books have sold over 750,000 copies 
in total

Trope
forced proximity, exes to lovers, slow burn, mutual pining, love triangle, forbidden desire 

Topics

heartbreak, betrayal

Spice factor

Setting
famous ski resort Aspen, snow-covered backdrop of the Rocky Mountains

Protagonists

Paisley Harris (21) grew up in a Minnesota trailer park, poor. Has been accepted to the renowned iSkate

Academy in Aspen (training for the Olympics).

Knox Winterbottom (25, professional snowboarder, son of a rich estate agent, father puts pressure on son 

to perform well in sport (used to be an athlete himself), deceased mother was a famous figure skater. 

Prefers to study psychology but feels guilty towards his father.

Perspective

Alternating between Paisley and Knox

Volumes

The sixth and final volume brings us full circle back to volume 1: the dream couple Paisley & Knox from ‘Like 

Snow We Fall’ fight for their love.

Sports Romance



Romantasy
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Romantasy

Ava Reed

The Coven of Deadly Sins 1

Penguin Verlag
496 pages
September 2025

The seven deadly sins have plagued mankind since the dawn of time. She has been 
chosen to destroy them. But it could kill her. 

Sasha Bishop never planned to return to Amsterdam. All she wanted was to get away from 
her family, ancient conspiracies and the witches’ council. But when her grandma is on her 
deathbed, she has no choice but to return home – and is immediately drawn into a world 
she never wanted anything to do with ever again. Reluctantly, she joins the search for 
Pandora’s Box, which the witches need to recapture the sins and daemons it once 
unleashed. Finding this powerful magical artefact could finally give Sasha the peace and 
freedom she needs. But when weird things start happening around her and an alchemist 
pays her a visit, Sasha suspects that there’s more at stake than she thought. Dastan is 
clever, arrogant and opinionated – and almost irresistibly attractive. He offers to help her 
find Pandora’s Box. But can she really trust him? More importantly: can she trust herself? 

The new slow-burn romantasy epic by the bestselling author Ava Reed takes you into a 
mythical world of magic, witches, deadly sins and daemons – an irresistible mix of Greek 
mythology and modern fantasy set in contemporary Amsterdam. 

In an exclusive 
hardcover edition 
with a multi-
refined reversible 
cover, great 
illustrations and 
exclusive colour
edging in the first 
edition.

• The Witch Legacy duology 
• Tropes: · slow burn · forbidden love · the chosen one · the quest · 

reluctant hero · ancient artifacts · who did this to you 
• Spice factor: 

Penguin Verlag
TBA pages
March 2026



Romantasy

Stefanie Lasthaus
The Onyx Palace 1 - Where The Dead Dance
The Onyx Palace 2 - Where The Souls Burn
The Onyx Palace 3 - Where The Worlds Die

Penhaligon
458  pages
September 2025

A fearless heroine, seductive gods of death and a forbidden romance 

When her brother Vander dies suddenly, Gwen’s world falls apart. Desperate, she decides 
to bring him back – after all, in Cardiff the line between the dead and the living is 
gossamer-thin. When she enters the fabled Onyx Palace, she can’t believe her eyes: she’s 
arrived in the middle of a fantastical, boisterous ball, and the deceased and the gods of 
the dead are obviously having the time of their lives. Then she meets Arawn, the ruler of 
Annwn, the Welsh otherworld. The god makes her heart beat faster – but whatever 
happens, he mustn’t know that her heart is still capable of beating at all…
A fearless heroine, seductive gods of death, and a forbidden romance – the first book in a 
sumptuous new romantasy trilogy.

• The Onyx Palace Trilogy
• Tropes: · forbidden love · slow burn · hidden identity #gothic
• Spice factor: 

Penhaligon
464  pages
December 2025

Penhaligon
464  pages
March 2026



Romantasy

Emily Bähr
Gods of New Olympia 1 - Gilded Ruin

Heyne Verlag
448 pages
March 2026

Briar will have her revenge: the three most powerful gods in the Pantheon must pay 
with their lives for the death of her loved ones. But she hasn’t counted on Phobos, the 
disturbingly handsome God of Fear…

There are no rules in New Olympia. All that matters is power. The glittering home of the 
gods is a haven for the beautiful and the rich; yet at the edge of its splendours, the poor are 
left fighting daily for their survival. Briar used to be one of them; but ever since her family’s 
death, she no longer cares whether she lives or dies. The only thing she does care about is 
revenge: the rulers of New Olympia – Zeus, Hades and Poseidon – must die, even if it costs 
Briar her own life. To get close to them, she has to find a way in to the Pantheon’s high 
society. And once in, she mustn’t catch anyone’s attention. But it doesn’t take long for 
Phobos to notice her. The God of Fear is wily as well as disturbingly desirable, and could 
be a powerful ally – or Briar’s downfall…

With a colourful
book edge - only 
in a limited first 
edition of the 
printed edition 

• The Gods of New Olympia duology
• Tropes: · Morally Grey Heroine · Enemies to Lovers · Forbidden Love · 

Touch Her And I‘ll Kill You · High Society #Revenge
• Spice factor: 

Volume 2 „Tainted Vows“ to be published in August 
2026



Romantasy

Emily Bähr

Chosen 1 - Dreams of Gold

Chosen 2 - House of Ashes

Heyne 
480 pages
June 2025

Her beautiful sister was meant to be the one competing for the crown prince’s hand –
but now shy girl Iris is forced to take her place. Yet if she wants to be queen, she must 
first survive a deadly contest…

This is the day the daughters of Vesmon’s artistocracy have been preparing for all their 
lives: the day of the Royal Games, whose winner will marry the crown prince. Without her 
training in magic, Iris would never have qualified for the contest, but now that her sister 
Hyacinth is suddenly out of the running, she has no choice.
The moment Iris arrives at the royal court, she is drawn into a web of intrigue. Her mentor 
Cylus is her only hope of survival – but despite his stand-offish ways, he soon makes her 
lose sight of her original goal… 

• The Chosen duology
• Tropes: · Royal Romance · Slow Burn · Strangers to Lovers to 

Enemies
• Spice factor: 

Heyne 
416 pages
February 2025

· Rights sold to: Slovakia (Ikar)
· #11 Spiegel Bestseller
· 25,000 copies of volume 1 sold
· English sample translation 
available



Romantasy

Stella Tack
Black Bird Academy 1 - Kill the Dark
Black Bird Academy 2 - Fear the Light
Black Bird Academy 3 - Love Death

Penhaligon
752 pages
June 2025

Dangerous demons, hot exorcists and a fateful love: Welcome to Black Bird Academy!

The Black Bird Academy is a place like no other: at this esoteric school, future exorcists 
learn how to protect humans from demons. When Leaf Young wakes up in the academy’s 
dungeon, she’s shocked when a good-looking guy called Falco tells her that an almost-
one-night-stand was, in fact, a demon, who plunged a dagger into her before taking 
possession of her body. Falco is fascinated by Leaf – no one has ever before retained 
control over their body after being attacked by a demon, at least not without losing their 
mind. The Academy makes a deal with her: they’ll let her go, but only if she agrees to let 
Falco train her as an exorcist. What Falco doesn’t know is that a seductive voice is talking 
to Leaf, and the voice is far from human…

• Trilogy
• Tropes: Enemies to Lovers · Forbidden Love · Dark Academia 
• Spice factor: 

Penhaligon
624 pages
April 2023

· Rights sold to: Poland (Jaguar), Russia 
(AST), Spain (InLov), Ukraine (BookChef)
· #3 Spiegel Bestseller
· 115,000 copies of volume 1+2 sold

Penhaligon
656 pages
July 2024



Romantasy

Maike Voß

Sirens 1 - Shining Magic

Sirens 2 - The Roar of Power

Heyne 
440 pages
September 2024

When the Nox threaten to destroy the world, Regan must not only come to terms with 
her mysterious past, but deal with an impossibly handsome Siren prince

Regan Seaborn is twenty-one and loves the sea and damned good music. But ever since 
her parents’ violent death, she has been on the run. She is now in London, and although 
she knows she will have to leave again soon it feels like home. One evening, the ravishingly 
handsome Penn shows up and turns her life upside down. She reluctantly feels more and 
more drawn to this charming bad boy, but Penn is interested in more than mere flirtation. 
He is the Prince of the Artaga, powerful sirens, and Regan is the last survivor of an ancient 
siren family. And now the Artaga need her help…

• Dilogy
• Tropes: Enemies to Lovers · Mermaids
• Spice factor: 

Heyne 
448 pages
November 2023

· Rights sold to: Russia (AST)
· #12 Spiegel Bestseller
· 38,000 copies in total



Romantasy

Nicole Böhm

House of Zodiac 1 - Stardust

Blanvalet TB
448 pages
November 2026

When Jupiter passes through a portal, she finds herself in Zodiac – a world where the 
magic of the zodiac rules. And where two men threaten to steal her heart ...

When Jupiter Wilson acquires a strange amulet from a claw machine at the fairground, 
little does she suspect that it will open the gates to Zodiac – the empire where the star 
signs decide our fates, and where she, a mortal, will be drawn into a centuries-old conflict 
between the four ruling houses. Along the way, a mysterious guard lends a helping hand. 
But can she really trust fearsome Nox?

Astrology meets slow-burn romantasy, with the tropes of love triangle, forbidden love, 
found family and enemies-to-lovers

• The Zodiac tetralogy
• Tropes: Love Triangle · Forbidden Love · Found Family · Enemies to 

Lovers · Slow Burn
• Spice factor: 

Blanvalet TB
448 pages
November 2026

Blanvalet TB
448 pages
March 2026

Blanvalet TB
448 pages
July2026

In 2019, Nicole Böhm won the Deutsche Phantastik Preis 
(German Fantasy Prize) for best novel



Romantasy

Jennifer Benkau

Fairiegolden Town 1 - Princess of Thieves 

Fairiegolden Town 2 - King of The Damned

Heyne
448 pages
July 2025

Thief Bria plans a daring coup in magical England, and risks not only her life, but her 
heart…

Bria, princess of thieves, has spent her life in the shadow of her famous mother. All she 
wants is to be taken seriously. So, she sets out to steal a signet ring belonging to a 
dangerous clan chief – and lands in a cauldron of intrigue, injustice and power struggles. 
Yet she also finds friendship, empathy and love, and learns more about herself than she 
ever wanted to know. Ultimately, Bria has to decide: will she return to her gang of thieves a 
celebrated hero, or risk everything and follow her heart into an adventure that she can only 
survive with non-earthly weapons?

• The Fairiegolden Town duology
• Tropes: Alternating POV · Chosen/Found Family · Slow Burn
• Spice factor: 

Heyne 
512 pages
February 2025

· Just published: 8,000 copies sold
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