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Psychology, Social & Cultural

Studies

Publishing House: Ariston

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 240 | 13,5x21,5

cm

Original title: Dark Factor - die

Essenz des Bösen in uns

BENJAMIN E. HILBIG, MORTEN MOSHAGEN, INGO ZETTLER

The Dark Factor
WHAT MAKES US DO BAD THINGS

Date of publication: October 22, 2025

English sample translation coming soon

Gripping insights into the dark side of human nature

What do people with a tendency to steal, incite hatred, bully and lie have in

common? Studies conducted over the past 10 years by international teams of

researchers suggests that what they all share is a quality called ‘the dark factor’. It

exists in each of us to a greater or lesser degree, and can actually be measured.

For the first time ever, "The Dark Factor" provides comprehensive answers to

some key questions, based on data obtained from more than 2 million people.

What makes us do bad things? What do our negative personality traits – such as

narcissism, psychopathy and sadism – have in common? How do gender, age and

level of education affect the dark factor, and how does it, in turn, shape our

relationships, career choices and political views? Does it lead to success and

happiness, or is it more likely to make you lonely, or even ill? And can its levels

change, or is it a case of ‘once bad, always bad’?

• The D-Factor: The general tendency to maximize one’s individual utility –

disregarding, accepting, or malevolently provoking disutility for others –,

accompanied by beliefs that serve as justifications

• An analysis of the nine classic personality traits: egoism, malice,

Machiavellianism, moral disengagement, narcissism, psychopathy, sadism,

self-centredness and excessive entitlement
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AUTHOR

Benjamin E. Hilbig

© privat

Prof. Benjamin E. Hilbig, PhD, has a degree in psychology

and obtained his PhD in 2009. He then joined the Max

Planck Institute for Research on Collective Goods before

moving to an assistant professor role at the University of

Mannheim, where he specialised in judgement and

decision-making. In 2014, he joined the University of

Kaiserslautern-Landau, where he heads up the

experimental psychology and personality research group.

He specialises in ethical and social decision-making,

personality traits and research methods.

https://foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact
mailto:lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de


• Click here for a link to the Dark Factor test: www.darkfactor.org AUTHOR

Morten Moshagen

© privat

Prof. Dr. Morten Moshagen has a PhD in psychology.

Following a postdoc at the University of Mannheim, he

became professor of psychology at the University of

Kassel in 2014, specialising in research methods. After a

spell at the University of Copenhagen as visiting

researcher, he joined the University of Ulm in 2016. He

now heads up Ulm’s Department of Research Methods in

Psychology, specialising in mathematical modelling and

socially problematic personality traits.
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AUTHOR

Ingo Zettler

© Matthew James Harrison

Prof. Dr. Ingo Zettler is professor of personality and

behaviour at the University of Copenhagen’s Institute of

Psychology and Center for Social Data Science (SODAS).

Before moving to Denmark, he did a degree in

psychology, and after graduating worked at the RWTH in

Aachen (obtaining his PhD there) and at the University of

Tübingen. He is part of a research team specialising in

personality traits and their significance in different

contexts, including anti-social, pro-social, workplace and

environment-related behaviour.
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Current Affairs, Psychology,

Social & Cultural Studies

Publishing House: Kösel

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 112 | 11,8x18,7

cm

Original title: Demokratie

braucht Erziehung

HERBERT RENZ-POLSTER

Educating for Democracy
WHY RESISTANCE TO AUTHORITARIANISM STARTS IN CHILDHOOD

Date of publication: September 24, 2025

Why some people vote for right-wing extremists (and others

don’t)

Right-wing populism is on the rise in the West. But why are people yearning for

extremist authority? In this incisive essay, the acclaimed paediatrician and family

expert reveals that authoritarianism is rooted in childhood: when an adult

champions exclusion, toughness and a ‘new kind of leader’, chances are they were

a vulnerable and lonely child. Their desire to be seen, to be respected and loved –

a desire that is central to our being, completely natural and in us all – was never

fulfilled. And as Renz-Polster shows, being exposed to authoritarian parents and

teachers leads to a heightened susceptibility to populist messaging, regardless

what country or culture you live in.

"Educating for Democracy" is a truly eye-opening work of social analysis, which

shows that how we raise our children has huge political consequences: your family

climate today will inevitably shape the political climate of tomorrow.

CONTACT US DIRECTLY AT

foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact

lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de

AUTHOR

Herbert Renz-Polster

© Judith Polster

Herbert Renz-Polster (MD, PhD) is a paediatrician and

scientist, and has trained in both Europe and the USA.

The Spiegel bestselling author is considered one of the

most renowned voices in the questions of child

development. His works Human Children and

Understanding Children have permanently influenced

the parenting discussions in Germany. He has four

children and three grand-children.

www.kinderverstehen.de
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Philosophy, Social & Cultural

Studies

Publishing House: Goldmann

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 144 | 12,5x20,0

cm

Original title: Angststillstand

RICHARD DAVID PRECHT

Paralysed by Fear
FREEDOM OF OPINION IS AT RISK

Date of publication: October 15, 2025

An essay on outrage culture, by the acclaimed philosopher and

bestselling author

We live in a society where freedom of opinion is legally enshrined, and there are

practically endless opportunities to tell others exactly what we think. So why is it

that freedom of opinion is increasingly at risk?

While the ‘bourgeois era’ gave us our individuality, the first decades of the

twenty-first century have brought about a new fragility that is threatening the

very fabric of society. The more we stretch the boundaries of our selfhood and

take things personally, the more susceptible we are to feeling offended,

humiliated and ignored. Social media, with its ever-looming threat of shitstorm

and cancellation, has produced a society increasingly paralysed by fear. How can

we possibly come up with bold and decisive policies or create provocative works of

art, if there’s always someone somewhere feeling offended?

In "Paralysed by Fear", Precht argues that we urgently need a renewed equanimity

and resilience which can accommodate both our own sensibilities and other

people’s.

• Precht’s books have sold 4.8 million copies so far

CONTACT US DIRECTLY AT

foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact

lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de

AUTHOR

Richard David Precht

© Christian O.Bruch

Richard David Precht, born in 1964, is a philosopher,

journalist, and author, and one of the most distinguished

intellectuals in the German-speaking countries. He is an

honorary professor of philosophy and aesthetics at the

Hanns Eisler Academy of Music in Berlin. Ever since his

sensational success with "Who Am I – And If Yes, How

Many?", his books about philosophy and society have

been consistent bestsellers, and they have been

translated into 40 languages. Since 2012 he has

presented the philosophy programme ‘Precht’ on the TV

channel ZDF , and he discusses social, political and

philosophical issues with Markus Lanz on the weekly hit

podcast Lanz & Precht.
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Current Affairs, Politics

Publishing House: Pantheon

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 256 | 13,5x21,5

cm

Original title: Was will die AfD?

JUSTUS BENDER

What Does the AfD Want?
HOW THE PARTY IS CHANGING GERMANY – UPDATED AND EXPANDED

EDITION

Date of publication: October 29, 2025

What would Germany look like if the AfD was in power? – A

new edition of this shockingly prophetic book about the

increasing radicalisation of the AfD and the threat it poses to

German democracy

The apparently unstoppable rise of the right-wing party AfD is not only changing

Germany’s political power balance – it is threatening to split the country, even as

mainstream parties ever more desperately seek ways to stop it.

Bender, an investigative journalist who has observed the party’s rise since 2013,

knows the AfD better than most. In "What Does the AfD Want?", he reports on the

party’s internal conflicts as well as its rapid radicalisation, based on hundreds of

interviews with AfD leaders and countless meetings with key functionaries.

"What Does the AfD Want?" was first published in 2017, but it has lost none of its

topicality. It is a close-up portrait that reveals the views and internal power

struggles of its leaders, and of the key representatives of the various factions and

cliques. Most importantly, we learn what methods they employ as they seek to

change the country and its democratic structures. What does the AfD actually

want? And what would Germany look like, if the AfD was in charge?

This is a new, comprehensively updated edition, and includes Bender’s prediction

of what the AfD’s success in the 2025 general election will mean, and what

methods it will use in the coming years to augment its power.

CONTACT US DIRECTLY AT

foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact

lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de

AUTHOR

Justus Bender

© Vera Tammen

Justus Bender, born in 1981, studied philosophy in

Frankfurt am Main, and has written for the Zeit and

edited Zeit Campus. In 2010, he spent several months at

the Boston Globe on an Arthur F. Burns fellowship. He

has also contributed to Zeit Magazin and the Zeit’s

‘Chancen’ section, as well as the Frankfurter Allgemeine

Sonntagszeitung. He has been politics editor at the FAZ

since 2012, and is one of Germany’s foremost experts on

the AfD. He has been watching the party since its early

days as a small clique of Eurosceptics, and "What Does

the AfD Want?" is now considered the authoritative work

on its rise and goals.
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Current Affairs, Politics

Publishing House: DVA

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 240 | 13,5x21,5

cm

Original title: Frühling der

Autokraten

MICHAEL SAUGA

Springtime for Tyrants
HOW THEY COME TO POWER, HOW THEY DIFFER FROM EACH OTHER, AND

WHAT THEIR RISE MEANS FOR DEMOCRACY

Date of publication: September 17, 2025

Orbán, Vucic, Erdogan – the Populist Age is upon us

In his new polemic, Spiegel journalist and economics expert Sauga explains why

economic progress does not create more democratic societies – and why the

current victory parade of autocrats and populists is down not to right-wing

pressure, but to the behaviour of the political elite.

"Springtime for Tyrants" examines the attributes that autocratic regimes in

Hungary, Serbia and Turkey share, and in what ways they differ. How are they

structured, and what strategies do they pursue? What are their successes and

failures? It quickly becomes clear that autocracy is a political system of much

longer standing than democracy, and given the right conditions, even highly

industrialised nations – from eastern Europe to South America – can turn into one.

In this keen-eyed analysis, Sauga explores long-standing assumptions about how

tyrants are made, and offers fresh insights into how to bolster European

democracy.

• For readers of Anne Applebaum, Catherine Belton and Steven Levitsky & Daniel

Ziblatt

CONTACT US DIRECTLY AT
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AUTHOR

Michael Sauga

© Hermann Bredehorst/DER SPIEGEL

Michael Sauga, born in 1959, studied economics and

journalism in Cologne. From 1987 to 1999, he was editor

at Wirtschaftswoche and Focus in Düsseldorf and Bonn,

joining Spiegel’s Berlin HQ in December 1999. Since

2008, he has occupied a series of leading positions on the

economics and politics desks, and was head of the

magazine’s Berlin HQ from 2016–2019. He now writes

books on economics and politics.

09

https://foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact
mailto:lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de


Current Affairs, Politics

Publishing House: Penguin

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 256 | 13,5x21,5

cm

Original title: Der

Nahost-Komplex

NATALIE AMIRI

The Middle East Complex
OF PEOPLE, DREAMS AND DESTRUCTION

Date of publication: October 08, 2025

The highly acclaimed author’s new book about a restless

region

Natalie Amiri is known for her sober reporting from the Middle East. For her latest

book, the award-winning author has travelled across the entire region. Here, she

lets Gaza’s children speak, talks to the relatives of murdered Israeli hostages,

meets Kurdish women in Kobani in Syria who are resisting the IS, and interviews

Marwan Barghuthi, described as the Nelson Mandela of Palestinians, in an Israeli

prison, and also talks to former UN chief prosecutor Carla del Ponte and Holocaust

survivor Margot Friedländer. In this book, she manages to do something that

seems impossible these days: she negotiates different worlds, and awakens our

sympathy for all sides.

A book that helps us understand where the Near and Middle East is headed with a

massively weakened Iran, and which ultimately takes an uncompromising stance

on one side—that of the people.
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AUTHOR

Natalie Amiri

© Johannes Moths

Natalie Amiri, born in 1978, is the child of a German

mother and an Iranian father. She has a degree in Middle

Eastern and Islamic studies from the Otto Friedrich

University in Bamberg. After graduating, a German

Academic Exchange Programme grant took her to the

universities of Tehran and Damascus. She has presented

ARD’s Weltspiegel since 2014. In 2015, she became head

of ARD’s Tehran station, but in 2020 the German foreign

ministry advised her not to return to Iran, for her own

safety. She was named political journalist of the year by

Medium Magazin in both 2022 and 2024, and has won

numerous awards. She is the author of the bestselling

books "Zwischen den Welten" (‘Between worlds’, 2021)

and "Afghanistan" (2022).
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Current Affairs, History,

Politics

Publishing House: C.

Bertelsmann

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 240 | 13,5x21,5

cm

Original title: Die Kunst des

Friedens

DANIEL GERLACH

The Art of Peace
AN ALTERNATIVE HISTORY OF THE MIDDLE EAST: DEALS, COMPROMISES,

PEACE TALKS AND SECRET DIPLOMACY

Date of publication: November 19, 2025

Middlemen, deals and compromises: how wars are really

prevented and ended

In "The Art of Peace", Middle East expert Gerlach argues that we are wrong to

think of the region as shaped by constant crisis and war: in fact, there have always

been those who, from various motives, have championed compromise and peace.

He sheds light on the diplomatic efforts that have been going on behind the

scenes in recent years, and on the courageous and tireless ‘peace builders’ who

use bold and creative methods to facilitate dialogue and end conflicts. He corrects

commonly accepted narratives, demonstrating that deals and compromises are

the rule rather than the exception in the Middle East; examines the strategies,

methods and tricks used by stakeholders and middlemen; and explains the

contrasting ways in which democratic and autocratic governments approach

diplomacy. In light of Europe’s waning influence on the global stage, Gerlach

believes that we need to make a fresh start, and looks at how long-term peace

might be achieved.
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AUTHOR

Daniel Gerlach

© Mahmut Koyaş

Daniel Gerlach, born in 1977, studied history and Middle

Eastern studies at Hamburg University and the Sorbonne.

He is the author and editor of several works of

non-fiction about the history and current affairs of the

Arab world, and regularly appears as an expert on the

Middle East in national and international media. Gerlach

is the co-founder and editor-in-chief of zenith, a journal

on Middle Eastern affairs, and the director of the Candid

Foundation think tank in Berlin. He also currently acts as

advisor for round-table discussions and peace initiatives

relating to Syria and Iraq.
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Current Affairs, Essays,

Letters & Literary Studies

Publishing House: Penguin

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 128 | 12,5x20,0

cm

Original title: Frieden

JOANA OSMAN

Peace
A REALISTIC IDEAL

Date of publication: September 24, 2025

How we can secure peace – a utopian vision

The Middle East conflict is happening in this country too, as a cynical contest over

who is right, with clearly demarcated victims and perpetrators. In the battle of the

narratives, closed world views predominate, and Joana Osman, whose father is

Palestinian, knows how powerful a tool storytelling is. Here, she shows that

narratives can dehumanise, but also that we can regain control of them and turn

them into fertile soil for radical empathy.

In "Peace", Osman reflects on her own work as a campaigner at the Peace Factory,

picks up on some of the more sensitive points in Germany’s discourse, and

elegantly identifies the blind spot which afflicts all sides – and argues that it’s only

by openly acknowledging the trauma suffered by the ‘other side’ that we can

begin to make peace.

An interventionist essay that approaches the ideal of peace from a fresh

perspective – and gives us hope.

CONTACT US DIRECTLY AT
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AUTHOR

Joana Osman

© Mica Zeitz

Joana Osman, born in 1982, is the daughter of a

Palestinian father and German mother. After studying

American studies, theatre and history of art, she

co-founded Peace Factory, a Middle East peace

movement, in 2012. She is now a novelist, lecturer and

storytelling coach, and lives near Munich with her family.

Her debut novel, "Am Boden des Himmels" ("The Bottom

of the Sky"), appeared in 2019. Her acclaimed novel

“Where the Ghosts Dance” about her Palestinian family

was published in 2023 by C.Bertelsmann. In 2024, she

won the Bavarian State Award for the Advancement of

the Arts.
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Nature & Climate Change

Publishing House: Ludwig

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 256 | 12,5x20,0

cm

Illustrations: 52 b/w

illustrations

Original title: Botschafter des

Waldes

MICHAELA SKUBAN

Woodland Ambassadors
WHAT BEARS TEACH US ABOUT OURSELVES AND OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH

NATURE

Date of publication: August 27, 2025

With inset

Spirited and social, boastful and shy – the fascinating life of

bears

Brown bears are the largest predators in Europe. They are not only incredibly

dangerous, but astonishingly sensitive to their environment. "Woodland

Ambassadors" takes us on a journey deep into the world of these fascinating

creatures. Based on her many years of experience as a bear researcher in Slovakia,

Skuban introduces us to some of the individuals she observed there, and what

they reveal about the life of these furry giants – from wild boar hunter Adriano to

wise old lady Anna…

In this book, Skuban combines scientific insights with gripping tales to shed light

on the secret life of these unique animals. Of course, their existence has partly

been shaped by humans, and no other animal shows so clearly the consequences

of our ever more aggressive incursions into nature. Most importantly, what we can

learn from bears is how to treat our environment with the respect and care it

deserves.

• Michaela Skuban is a specialist in bears and wildlife. She studied biology and lived

in Slovakia for over 16 years to research the local bear population.

• She is a sought-after media expert. Her perspective is that of a scientist who,
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AUTHOR

Michaela Skuban

Michaela Skuban studied biology in Munich and is

passionately interested in the human-bear relationship.

She spent 16 years in Slovakia observing the creatures

living in the wild, and helped set up its national research

programme. After a spell observing bears in Tyrol, she

has now returned to Slovakia.
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mailto:lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de


with her nuanced view, mediates between animal rights activists, farmers, hunters,

and the general public.
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Popular Science

Publishing House: C.

Bertelsmann

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 160 | 12,5x20,0

cm

Original title: Quantenphysik

für Fußgänger

HARALD LESCH, CECILIA SCORZA-LESCH

Quantum Physics for Amateurs
A JOURNEY INTO THE QUANTUM WORLD, FROM PHOTOSYNTHESIS TO

CRYPTOGRAPHY

Date of publication: August 13, 2025

With illustrations

A fascinating, accessible introduction to the practical

applications of quantum physics

Quantum physics – the theory of how light and matter behave – is an important

scientific field that never fails to astound. Unfortunately, for most of us, notions

like Schrödinger’s cat and teleportation remain mysterious abstractions. But

without quantum physics, we wouldn’t have modern computers, photovoltaic

cells, lasers, CT scans or smartphones, and it even plays a crucial role in secure

communication. Concise, accessible and eye-opening, "Quantum Physics for

Amateurs" celebrates 100 years of quantum physics by explaining the basics, and

showing us just how quantum-based technology is shaping our everyday lives.

This is an expanded and updated edition of "Quantenmechanik für die

Westentasche" (‘A pocket guide to quantum mechanics’, 2007).
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AUTHOR

Harald Lesch

© Isabelle Grubert/Random House

Harald Lesch is a professor of theoretical astrophysics at

the Institute for Astronomy and Astrophysics at the

Ludwig Maximilian University in Munich, and one of

Germany’s most famous scientists. He has presented

several accessible and hugely popular science

programmes over the years, and written and co-written

many popular and bestselling books.

AUTHOR

Cecilia Scorza-Lesch

© Hohmann, LMU

Cecilia Scorza-Lesch has a PhD in astrophysics and is

public engagement coordinator for the department of

Physics at Munich University. She has won among others

the German Astronomical Society’s Neumann Prize for

Education, the EU Scientix Prize and the Kepler Award for

Excellence in Teaching. In 2018, she co-created (with
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Harald Lesch and others) the "Climate Change: What It Is

and What We Can Do" schools initiative, which has

proved a great success.
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Social & Cultural Studies

Publishing House: Goldmann

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 256 | 13,5x21,5

cm

Original title: Wir, aber besser

GREGOR SCHMALZRIED

Us, But Better
SEVEN IDEAS FOR HOW AI CAN MAKE US MORE CREATIVE AND MORE

HUMAN

Date of publication: November 19, 2025

How to use AI to our advantage

We built AI. Soon, AI will build us. But how do we make sure that its effect on us is

positive? By not simply submitting to it. We must use and shape it actively. And in

this book, popular AI podcaster Schmalzried shows us 7 ways in which we can do

just that.

The internet has woken up: we can no longer merely access hundreds of years of

knowledge at a single click: now, we can deepen our knowledge, transform it,

make connections. AI is revolutionising work, making us faster, more efficient,

better. With its help, we can make good the things we missed when we started

digitalising the world. It can also show us what being human is about – what it

means to us, and the kind of people we want to be.

"Us, But Better" is an exciting, inspiring read for both tech experts and complete

amateurs. Using moments in history when technology changed people and

societies, Schmalzried shows what we must learn from the past if we want AI to

help make us stronger, more resilient, more creative – and more human.

CONTACT US DIRECTLY AT

foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact
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AUTHOR

Gregor Schmalzried

© Andreas Plotzitzka

Gregor Schmalzried, born in 1995, has a degree in English

Studies and Linguistics. As freelance journalist and

author, he contributes to various prestigious media,

including the broadcasters Bayerischer Rundfunk and

Deutschlandfunk. He is creator and host of Germany’s

biggest AI podcast (Der KI-Podcast, ARD), and has won

the Die Goldenen Blogger prize and been shortlisted for

the German TV Awards and the Grimme Online Award.

17

https://foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact
mailto:lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de


Current Affairs, Popular

Science

Publishing House: Heyne

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 272 | 13,5x20,6

cm

Illustrations: 100 b/w

illustrations

Original title: Weiß die KI, dass

sie nichts weiß?

KATHARINA ZWEIG

Does AI Know That It Knows
Nothing?
HOW TO USE CHATBOTS AND AI AGENTS, WHERE THEY GO WRONG, AND

WHAT TO WATCH OUT FOR – AN ACCESSIBLE INTRODUCTION

Date of publication: October 15, 2025

With b/w images thoughout

A knowledgeable and comprehensive AI guide by the

renowned expert and IT professor

How exactly do ChatGPT and other large language models (LLMs) work? Do their

intellectual abilities already exceed ours? Or are they merely parroting what we

have taught them? In "Does AI Know That It Knows Nothing?", Zweig – a

multi-award-winning IT professor and Germany’s leading AI communicator –

explains what LLMs can and can’t do. Can they actually summarise, compare,

analyse, evaluate and correct our mistakes? How do we best utilise them? She also

explains what we need to watch out for when it comes to AI agents – programmes

that can autonomously perform tasks on behalf of humans. Whatever we do, we

mustn’t hand over our decision-making to AI.
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AUTHOR

Katharina Zweig

© Felix Schmitt

Katharina Zweig studied biochemistry and bioinformatics

in Tübingen, and is now an IT professor at the Unviersity

of Kaiserslautern-Landau – where she created the first

and currently only socioinformatics degree course in

Germany. She has won, among others, the DFG Prize for

science communication and the GDD Prize for data

protection; she is also regional AI ambassador for

Rhineland-Palatinate and founder of an AI consultancy. In

addition, she advises various government ministries, has

been a member of the Bundestag’s commission on AI

(2018–20), is frequently invited to give talks on the

subject, and has a big media presence. In 2019, Heyne

published her bestselling "Ein Algorithmus hat kein

Taktgefühl" ("Awkward Intelligence"), followed by the

2023 bestseller "Die KI war's" ("It Was the AI").
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History

Publishing House: C.

Bertelsmann

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 304 | 13,5x21,5

cm

Original title: Die Spur des

Silbers

TILLMANN BENDIKOWSKI

On the Silver Trail
HOW THE HUNT FOR THE PRECIOUS METAL HAS SHAPED THE WORLD

Date of publication: September 10, 2025

How our globe became global: a history of silver, from the

Middle Ages to the present day

Silver is soft and adaptable. For centuries, this legendary element has brought

power and wealth, but also exploitation and terrible suffering. In short, silver has

made our world what it is, and still shapes it today, both as raw material and as a

repository of value.

In the spellbinding "On the Silver Trail", Bendikowski pursues this precious metal

all over the world, and along the way tells us fascinating stories of royals, slaves,

conquistadors, pirates and merchants. From mines stripped by Spaniards to

slavery and the ’silver fleet’; from a global trade that created untold wealth but

also misery and starvation, to silver looted by the Nazis – it is only through the

history of silver that we can begin to really understand our world today.

CONTACT US DIRECTLY AT

foreignrights.penguinrandomhouse.de/contact

lizenzen@penguinrandomhouse.de

AUTHOR

Tillmann Bendikowski

© Marcus Krüger, Hamburg

Tillmann Bendikowski, historian and journalist, is the

head of the Hamburg media agency Geschichte. He

writes for the print media and radio and supervises the

organisation of research projects and history exhibitions.

Since 2020, he has regularly appeared as an expert on

NDR television's history series 'Das! Historisch'. His

publications include, among others, "Frederick the

Great", "Summer 1914", "War of Religion", "A Year in the

Middle Ages", "1870/71: The Myth of German Unity" and

the bestselling "Hitler Weather: Normal Everyday Life

Under a Dictatorship".
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History

Publishing House: Heyne

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 336 | 13,5x21,5

cm

Original title: Deutschland

1946

RüDIGER BARTH, HAUKE FRIEDERICHS

Germany 1946
THE MIRACLE BEGINS

Date of publication: August 27, 2025

When Germany started rebuilding

1946. Hitler is dead. Germany’s cities are in ruins and many people live in miserable

conditions. In Nuremberg, leading Nazis are sentenced to death, and the black

market is booming. At the same time, the country is holding its first free elections

since 1933, people are crowding into theatres, the German film industry is starting

to recover, there’s opportunity wherever you look, and the Allies are beginning to

trust Germany again. So what does the future hold?

"Germany 1946" tells the story of what happened next. Using letters, diaries,

speeches, newspaper articles and archive material, Barth and Friederichs have

created a moving panorama of an age of pioneers. While 32-year-old future

German chancellor Willy Brandt dreams of a career as an SPD politician,

26-year-old aviator Beate Uhse wants to help women in desperate circumstances,

and 33-year-old Erich Honecker (who will one day run East Germany for almost 20

years) is helping to create a new kind of society. Elsewhere, 34-year-old Grete

Schickedanz is about to become German’s ‘mail order queen’, 22-year-old Vicco

von Bülow (the future legendary cartoonist and comic known as Loriot) is working

as a lumberjack, and a 25-year-old from Kaiserslautern called Fritz Walter (captain

of Germany’s 1954 World Cup-winning football team) is training with French

soldiers; and 70-year-old Konrad Adenauer is trying to reconcile Germany with the

rest of Europe.
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AUTHOR

Rüdiger Barth

© Erik Weiss / Random House

Rüdiger Barth, born in 1972, studied modern history and

rhetoric and is a graduate of the Henri Nannen

Journalism School. He spent 15 years working for Stern

magazine as a reporter, writer and member of the

editorial board, before joining the editorial board of PM

and PM History. Today, he runs the podcast and

TV-documentary production company Open Minds

Media. He is the co-author of "The Gravediggers" (Profile,

2019, with Hauke Friederichs), and author of two further

bestselling books.
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AUTHOR

Hauke Friederichs

© Arne Mayntz

Hauke Friederichs, born in 1980, studied social and

economic history, journalism, political science and

criminology, and has a PhD in history. He is Zeit Online’s

security correspondent, and has previously worked as a

freelance journalist for Geo Epoche, Spiegel Geschichte,

Zeit, Zeit Geschichte magazine and G/Geschichte. He is

author and co-author of several books on recent history,

including "The Gravediggers" (Profile, 2019, with Rüdiger

Barth) and the bestselling "Funkenflug" (‘Flying sparks’,

2019).
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History, Popular Science

Publishing House: Penguin

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 256 | 13,5x21,5

cm

Illustrations: 40 b/w

illustrations

Original title: Düstere

Geheimnisse

GUIDO KLEINHUBBERT

Grim Secrets
WHAT MYSTERIOUS DISCOVERIES CAN REVEAL ABOUT OUR PAST

Date of publication: October 15, 2025

With numerous images

Creepy history: what mysterious everyday objects and strange

archaeological finds tell us about our past

What can a dug-up cranial vault tell us about cannibalistic goings-on and about the

fears of Stone Age humans? And what does an ordinary clay bowl have to do with a

plague of mice and hygiene in the Middle Ages? In "Grim Secrets", science editor

and Spiegel contributor Kleinhubbert tells us about these and many more, as he

reconstructs German history from the Stone Age to the present day based on

hitherto little-analysed archaeological finds and historical objects. He uncovers the

grim secrets hidden in everyday objects, and shows what they tell us about our

past and our ancestors. An exciting read packed with delightfully creepy history.
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AUTHOR

Guido Kleinhubbert

© privat

Guido Kleinhubbert, born in 1973, trained at the

Westfälischen Nachrichten newspaper in Münster and is

a graduate of the Henri Nannen journalism school in

Hamburg. In 2001, he joined the Süddeutsche Zeitung as

a reporter; in 2005, he moved to Spiegel, where he now

writes chiefly on archaeology, anthropology and ancient

history, as well as the ‘Germany’s Grim Secrets’ column.
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History

Publishing House: Penguin

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 240 | 11,8x18,7

cm

Illustrations: 15 b/w

illustrations

Original title: Das Alte

Ägypten

EVA-MARIA SCHNURR (EDITOR)

Ancient Egypt
WHAT LIFE WAS LIKE UNDER THE PHARAOHS

Date of publication: August 13, 2025

With numerous images

Pharaohs, pyramids, hieroglyphs: a journey back in time to a

fascinating epoch and country

For a long time, our idea of the land on the Nile was shaped by the stories told by

the first Europeans to arrive there – and the mysterious world of pharaohs and

pyramids still fascinates us today. But modern research has shown that ancient

Egypt was in fact very different from what the familiar clichés suggest. How did

the empire whose traces reach back to 2900 BCE – and which only ended just shy

of three millennia later – begin? Why did it take us so long to decipher the

hieroglyphs? And what was life really like under the pharaohs?

In "Ancient Egypt", historians reveal that the pyramids were built not by slaves,

but by specialist craftsmen. They provide us with insights into everyday life,

explain the ancient Egyptians’ religious and scientific ideas, and shed light on the

political role played by women, including female pharaohs such as Hatshepsut and

Cleopatra.

A multifaceted portrait of one of the greatest civilisations in history, this is a vivid

account of life in ancient Egypt and its continuing legacy.
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EDITOR

Eva-Maria Schnurr

© David Maupilé / DER SPIEGEL

Eva-Maria Schnurr, born in 1974, has a PhD in history. She

was a freelance contributor to Die Zeit and the Stern,

among others, before becoming an editor at the Spiegel

in 2013. In 2019, she was appointed head of the Spiegel's

history section.
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History

Publishing House: Heyne

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 304 | 13,5x20,6
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Illustrations: 100 b/w

illustrations

Original title: Geheimnisse aus

der Geschichte

HARALD EGGEBRECHT (EDITOR), SüDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG

History’s Secrets
REMARKABLE, FABLED AND FORGOTTEN: ON THE TRAIL OF MYTHS,

ENIGMAS AND LEGENDS

Date of publication: September 10, 2025

With numerous b/w images

History as you’ve never seen it before: uncovering secrets,

solving puzzles, clearing up misconceptions, and revealing the

truth behind some of the world’s most famous legends

How was the library of Alexandria really destroyed? Did the 1212 Children’s

Crusade actually happen? Why do dogs keep throwing themselves from an old

bridge in Scotland? How did Vincent van Gogh die? Did Vikings use crystals as

navigation aids?

History is bursting at the seams with mysterious secrets, puzzling riddles and

legendary myths – and in "History’s Secrets", several authors unmasks myths, solve

puzzling cases, shed light on spectacular inventions, clear up misconceptions and

trace the origins of famous legends. An enlightening, mind-boggling and

entertaining exposé of some of history’s biggest secrets.
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EDITOR

Harald Eggebrecht

AUTHOR

Süddeutsche Zeitung
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Biographies & Memoirs,
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Publishing House: Heyne

Format: Hardcover
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cm

Original title: »Ich bin ein

Magnet für alle Verrückten«

PETER VON BECKER

"I'm a Magnet for All the Crackpots
in the World"
THE EINSTEIN PAPERS: HIS LIFE, LOVE AND LEGACY

Date of publication: September 24, 2025

With several photos

English sample translation coming soon

Albert Einstein’s last thoughts on science, politics and love: an

intimate insight into the mind of a genius

A long-hidden treasure trove has finally come to light: during Einstein’s final years,

his friend Johanna Fantova wrote down everything he said to her – and thanks to

this unique record we are granted an unprecedented insight into Einstein’s

thoughts on everything, from science to politics and love. His wit and wisdom

shone brightly until his death in spring 1955, and his conversations with Fantova

create a panorama of a bygone age that is remarkably topical. As he discusses

divisions in US society, the conflict between Israelis and Palestinians, rearmament

and impending war between East and West, and Germany’s role in the world as the

Nazi era casts its long shadow – whatever the topic, Einstein’s prophetic genius

gets to the heart of the matter, now as then.

In this book, von Becker also tells the astonishing tale of Einstein’s late love,

uncovers the mystery of what happened to Fantova, and assesses the legend and

his legacy all the way to the present day – with some fascinating and surprising

discoveries along the way.
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AUTHOR

Peter von Becker

© David von Becker

Peter von Becker is a journalist and author living in

Berlin. He has contributed to the Süddeutsche Zeitung,

Zeit and FAZ among others, and was co-publisher of

Theater heute magazine. He also spent eight years as

features chief at the Tagesspiegel. He has written novels

and poems, and wrote the script for the popular

international documentary series Das Jahrhundert des

Theaters (‘A century of theatre’).
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Biographies & Memoirs

Publishing House: btb

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 592 | 13,5x21,5

cm

Original title: »Kluge Frauen

bezahlen ihre Kleider selbst«

MICHAELA KARL

"Smart Women Pay for Their Own
Clothes"
ELSA SCHIAPARELLI: A LIFE

Date of publication: October 15, 2025

8-page colour insert

Everyone adores Coco Chanel. But what do we know about her

arch rival, Elsa Schiaparelli?

Gripping, entertaining and brilliantly researched, this is the first comprehensive

German-language biography of this now all but forgotten Italian fashion icon.

Captivating and sympathetic, it gives us a unique insight into the extraordinary life

of a twentieth-century legend.

In the 1920s, young Italian Elsa Schiaparelli (1890–1973) moves to Paris, where she

founds her eponymous fashion atelier in an attic plagued by rats. Her daring

designs for confident women soon change the face of fashion, and Schiaparelli is

the name on everyone’s lips in Paris, New York and Hollywood. She dresses

Katherine Hepburn, Joan Crawford, Greta Garbo and Marlene Dietrich in shocking

pink, works with Salvador Dalí, Jean Cocteau and Man Ray, and her rivalry with

Coco Chanel becomes legendary. In 1940, she flees occupied Paris and moves to

the US. When she returns to Europe after the end of the war, both she and the

world of fashion have irrevocably changed…

Karl allows her subjects to tell their own stories, inserting

them into a gripping wider historical narrative.
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AUTHOR

Michaela Karl

© Michele Corleone

Michaela Karl, born in 1971, obtained her PhD from the

Free University of Berlin with a thesis on the sociologist

and activist Rudi Dutschke. She is the author of

bestselling, hugely popular and critically acclaimed

biographies of Dorothy Parker, Zelda and F. Scott

Fitzgerald, Unity Mitford, Bonnie and Clyde, Maeve

Brennan and Isadora Duncan. She won the Bavarian

Culture Prize in 2020, and was awarded the Bavarian

Poetentaler medal in 2022.
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WDR 2

She meticulously researches every one of her books. This could

easily result in a mere dull list of facts, but she fashions them

into fascinating portraits.
Kölnische Rundschau

Her books are seasoned with her subjects’ intelligent

observations, and she vividly describes their historical and

cultural context.
Münchner Merkur
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Biographies & Memoirs,
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Publishing House: Penguin

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 656 | 17,0x24,0

cm

Original title: Driven Out -

Adolf Rosenberger – Race Car

Driver and Porsche Co-founder

JOACHIM SCHOLTYSECK

Driven Out
ADOLF ROSENBERGER: RACE CAR DRIVER AND PORSCHE CO-FOUNDER

Date of publication: October 01, 2025

Complete English translation available

A Jewish life in the time of National Socialism: the first ever

biography of the “third man” at Porsche

In the 1920s, Adolf Rosenberger was one of Germany’s best known racing car

drivers. He was also co-founder and managing director of a design firm that had

recently been launched by Ferdinand Porsche, and it was his job to ensure

financing for the design firm – a firm that provided important impetus during this

time for technical innovation and racing car construction. When the firm fell into

difficulties during the global business crisis, he ended up stepping away from his

management role in the company, but remained active as partner and “foreign

representative”. The Jewish Rosenberger was however unable to escape the

increasing persecution by the Nazis: in 1935 he lost his shares in the company and

landed for a time in a concentration camp. After emigrating in 1938 he would go

on over the following decades to develop a precarious new existence in the USA.

Compensation and restitution proceedings that he initiated against the company

would end up severing any remaining ties with the now internationally renowned

sports car manufacturer. This book, drawing on documents that have remained

unpublished until now, frames and analyses the exceptional and moving biography

of Adolf Rosenberger.
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Joachim Scholtyseck

© Steffen Hauser

Joachim Scholtyseck taught as Professor of Modern and

Contemporary History at the Rheinische Friedrich

Wilhelms University of Bonn from 2001 to 2024. His

works include "Robert Bosch und der liberale Widerstand

gegen Hitler", "Der Aufstieg der Quandts",

"Freudenberg", "Otto Beisheim", and "Die

National-Bank".
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History, Philosophy

Publishing House: Bassermann

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 352 | 13,5x21,5

cm

Original title: Von Kafka bis

Kant. Die größten

Philosophen, Dichter und

Denker

OTTO A. BöHMER

From Kafka to Kant
THE GREATEST PHILOSOPHERS, POETS AND THINKERS OF ALL TIME

Date of publication: November 05, 2025

A brief history of philosophy from the ancient world to the

present day

For Plato it was the encounter with Socrates; for Hegel a hike in the mountains; for

Chekhov a letter. "From Kafka to Kant" is a collection of "epiphanic insights"

experienced by great poets and thinkers from Plato to Sloterdijk.

It is with subtlety that Otto A. Böhmer tells not only of these flashes of inspiration

that made Augustinus, Dante, Montaigne, Voltaire, Diderot, Nietzsche, Conrad,

Rilke, Adorno and others into what they mean to us today. He also succeeds in

helping readers to immerse themselves in the ideas, works and lives of these great

poets and thinkers.

Last but not least, the book is an entertaining journey through the history of

western thought.
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Otto A. Böhmer

© Andreas Laich

Otto A. Böhmer, born in 1949, studied philosophy and

literature and has written several biographies of artists

and philosophers. He also freelances for broadcasting

and as a literature critic. For his literary writing he has

won the Erich Fried Prize in Austria and other awards.
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Original title: Fortissima!

RAPHAELA GROMES, SUSANNE WOSNITZKA

Fortissima!
THE FEMALE COMPOSERS WHO CHANGED THE FACE OF MUSIC

Date of publication: September 10, 2025

A passionate and long overdue ‘femmage’ to the unknown

stars of classical music

If you ask people to name their favourite female classical composer, you’ll most

likely encounter a resounding silence. Star cellist Raphaela Gromes wants to

change that – and in "Fortissima!", she and musicologist Susanne Wosnitzka

embark on a voyage of discovery to bring music history’s underappreciated

heroines into the light.

So who were Amy Beach, Florence Price and Henriëtte Bosmans? What were the

lives of these now forgotten women like, as they fought ceaselessly for their

creativity and freedom? Did they compose differently from their male colleagues?

And what can we learn from them today?

These are just some of the questions answered in this passionate blend of expert

knowledge and personal insights into Gromes’s own life as a musician.

"Fortissima!" is a truly female history of classical music that charms and delights as

it introduces us to these extraordinary composers and their brilliant work.
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Raphaela Gromes

© Gregor Hohenberg

Raphaela Gromes is a famous cellist, and has been Sony

Classical’s artist in residence since 2016. Every single one

of her albums has reached the top 10 of the German

classical music charts, and she has won among others the

German Album Critics Prize, the Opus Klassis prize and

the Diapason d'Or. She regularly plays Europe’s biggest

concert stages, and is a popular talk show guest. On her

2023 album "Femmes", she interprets the work of 23

female composers across music history.

www.raphaelagromes.de
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AUTHOR

Susanne Wosnitzka

© Edith Schmidt gen. Steinhoff

Susanne Wosnitzka studied music in Augsburg, with a

focus on female composers. She has since developed a

lecture series on the subject, and works at Frankfurt’s

"Frau und Musik" archive for women in music. Her

specialisms are seventeenth- and eighteenth-century

southern German culture and female (music) history.

www.susanne-wosnitzka.de
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Psychology, Social & Cultural

Studies

Publishing House: DVA

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 240 | 13,5x21,5

cm

Original title: Die Macht der

Musik

ULLRICH FICHTNER

The Power of Music
HOW MUSIC CREATES A HAPPIER, FAIRER SOCIETY

Date of publication: November 05, 2025

Music makes us happier, healthier, smarter and nicer – and we

need more of it in our lives

Music has an extraordinary effect on us: it can give us goosebumps and butterflies,

it can make our hearts beat faster, it can cheer us up and make us sad, can bring

our stress levels down and ease pain. Not just that, but the latest findings from

neuroscience and brain science show that it can have a positive impact on our

health, psyche and social skills, and help develop and reinforce cognitive skills in

both the young and the old.

In "The Power of Music", the multi-award-winning Spiegel reporter and music

aficionado demonstrates that music has huge tangible benefits. Using his

wide-ranging experience with music and musicians in all genres around the world,

as well as the latest scientific studies, he reveals how and why music is so

important both for us individually and society at large, how it works, its enormous

potential as a social tool, and how it can help us live a healthier, happier, more

peaceful – in short: better – life.
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Ullrich Fichtner

© NomiS

Ullrich Fichtner was born in 1965 and is a Spiegel

reporter based in Paris. With three Egon Erwin Kisch and

three Henri Nannen prizes to his name, he is one of the

most award-winning German journalists. His latest book,

"Geboren für die großen Chancen" (‘A future of

opportunities’) was shortlisted for the German

Non-Fiction Prize.
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General Non-Fiction, Social &

Cultural Studies

Publishing House: Heyne

Format: Paperback

Pages & Size: 272 | 13,5x20,6

cm

Original title: Musik macht

schlau – außer manche

CHRISTOPH REUTER

Music Makes (Some of) Us Smarter
WISE, WITTY AND WILD: HOW MUSIC CAN MESS WITH YOU AND MAKE YOU

SMARTER

Date of publication: November 12, 2025

How singing keeps us healthy, what the Mozart effect is all

about, and proof that music makes us smarter

Why can we usually only ever remember the first verse of a song? Is singing good

for us? Is there a link between your taste in music and intelligence? What can music

do that no other drug can?

In this book, pianist, composer and cabaret artist Reuter reveals some exciting

facts about music. He tells us the secret of its power, makes music with us, and

shows that we are all much more musical –and smarter – than we think. Well,

nearly all of us. A book overflowing with quirky stories and surprising insights,

entertaining, witty and irrepressibly musical.
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Christoph Reuter

© Frank Eidel

Christoph Reuter studied at the Academy of Music in

Leipzig and Berlin, and graduated in concert-level jazz

piano. He displays his talent in his solo programme

'Improvised Classics', in which he improvises on classical

compositions. He has composed for both orchestra and

choirs, and is the founder of the Cristin Claas Trio, with

which he has so far released eight albums, including

under the Sony Classical label. He has his own cabaret

show, which has won the 2017 Thüringer Cabaret Prize

and other awards.
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Psychology, Social & Cultural

Studies

Publishing House: Kösel

Format: Hardcover

Pages & Size: 224 | 13,5x21,5

cm

Original title: Wie Familie, nur

besser

ANDREA NEWERLA

Just Like Family, Only Better
HOW WE CAN CREATE NEW FORMS OF LIVING TOGETHER

Date of publication: October 01, 2025

Why it’s worth rediscovering the many ways of living together

In her new book, Andrea Newerla invites us to examines common yet often

dysfunctional family models and to discover better ways of living together. Based

on her many years of research and counseling practice, this book sheds light on

how we can find commitment, safety, and peace of mind beyond conventional

structures. With her presentation of best practices and personal stories, Newerla

shows how living, working, and caring together in new constellations can function,

and how we can actively and more efficiently organise this ourselves.

An inspiring book for anyone looking for authentic and fulfilling relationship

models that go beyond conventional norms and promise us stability and reliability

in everyday life.

• A highly relevant current social issue – a growing need for alternative life models

and new forms of cohabitation

• A new look at how community can succeed when the family of origin provides no

support

• Creating authentic and stable family and friendly relationships – professionally

sound, practice-orientated, and personally narrated
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Andrea Newerla, with a doctorate in sociology, is one of

the best known voices in the field of intimacy research.

She is a senior researcher at the Paris Lodron University

in Salzburg, specialising in non-heteronormative

intimacy, online dating, and relationship patterns. Her

research findings serve as the starting point for new

perspectives on our personal relationships and provide

the framework for her book’s examination of evolving

social commitments.
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PAULA SCHWARZ

Priceless
HOW I CUT ALL TIES WITH MY BILLIONAIRE FAMILY TO HELP CREATE A NEW,

FAIRER WORLD

Date of publication: October 22, 2025

From golden cage to digital rebel and social campaigner

Born into a family of billionaires, Paula Schwarz learnt early on that wealth doesn’t

guarantee a happy life: neglected by her parents, she was immersed in classist

attitudes and misogynistic power structures. At the age of eighteen, she signed all

her rights over to her father, who subsequently exploited them for a full decade

without her knowledge. Paula rebelled against her family, cut off all contact with

them, and developed a vision of a better society. She now fights for social justice,

the right to participate in society, and the fair distribution of resources. At the

same time, she is fighting for her own independence, integrity and wellbeing. She

passionately believes that if we want to save the world, we need a paradigm shift,

both in our personal lives and in society at large. In "Priceless", she explains exactly

how we can do that.
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Paula Schwarz, born in 1990, is the daughter of one of

the heirs of Schwarz Pharma AG, which was sold for €4.4

bn in 2007. She grew up in Munich and Greece, and was

partly educated at boarding school in the UK. After

graduating from high school in 2008, she studied political

science in Berlin, and later financial management at

Stanford. During this time, she also started working for

Human Rights Watch and as a grants consultant for the

EU. She founded StartupBoat in 2015 and has been

named a Forbes ‘30 under 30’ European social impact

entrepreneur. Her other projects include the World

Datanomic Forum and Cosmopolis. She has three

children and shares her time between Paris and San

Francisco.
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CHRISTINA CALAMINUS, CLARE DEVLIN, KATRIN FEUERSTEIN

30 Things to Don’t Have to Do Before
You Hit 30
HOW TO GROW UP

Date of publication: October 15, 2025

The anti-checklist for life’s rush hour

By the time you’re 30, you should be in a relationship – a ring on your finger, or at

least the prospect of one, would be good; you should have travelled the world;

you should be on your way up the career ladder; you should have sorted out a

decent place to live; and you should be at least planning to have a baby.

Welcome to life’s rush hour. The moment you’ve celebrated your 30th birthday,

the pressure starts ratcheting up – as do the comparisons: what are your friends

doing? What have they already achieved? Who’s doing better than you?

With the help of this book, Calaminus, Devlin and Feuerstein hope to ease some of

the pressure by giving us an anti-checklist of the 30 things we don’t need to have

done by the time we’re 30. They tell their personal stories, and give advice on how

to respond to the expectations placed on you, both by individuals and by society at

large. Because no one is better equipped than you to decide what it means to be

30.
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Christina Calaminus met Clare Devlin and Katrin

Feuerstein while studying journalism and, together with

them, founded the social media consultancy

"folgerichtig" and the podcast "dreißig". While working

as a journalist at WDR, where Christina Calaminus also

did an internship, she used the Instagram format

‘Mädelsabende’ (Girls' Nights) to break taboos. She also

worked for five years in the newsroom of WDR's youth

station 1Live before moving to the social media editorial

team of the ‘Tagesschau’ news programme.
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Clare Devlin studied journalism in Dortmund and

Budapest and then completed an internship at WDR.

Before founding a social media consultancy and the

podcast "dreißig" with Katrin Feuerstein and Christina

Calaminus, she worked as a journalist at WDR and ARD.

Clare has hosted various formats (Mädelsabende on

Instagram and Reporter on YouTube) and appeared on

camera as a reporter for the WDR programme "Frau tv".
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Katrin Feuerstein studied journalism in Dortmund and

new media in Amsterdam. Before co-founding the social

media consultancy "folgerichtig" and the podcast

"dreißig", she worked as a freelance journalist for various

media outlets, researching, writing, and appearing on

camera and in front of the microphone, including for

WDR (1Live, "Mädelsabende," "Lokalzeit"), the

Rheinische Post and the General-Anzeiger Bonn.
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KATHARINA JAKOB

Hero Dogs
FASCINATING STORIES OF FAMOUS DOGS AND THEIR REMARKABLE

EXPLOITS

Date of publication: October 01, 2025

With 15 b/w images

Life-savers, guardian angels, comforters: 15 amazing canine

heroes

Dogs are not only man’s best friend and an intrinsic part of many families, but they

also constantly look after us. Each day, they conscientiously do everything we ask

of them – whether it’s protecting the flock, sniffing out drugs, guiding the blind,

assisting park rangers, or any of the other million things they do for us. Their work

usually goes unnoticed and underappreciated. But sometimes, they do something

truly extraordinary, truly heroic: such as Swansea Jack, a black retriever who

rescued at least 27 people from drowning; or like Togo, the Alaskan Husky who ran

through blizzards for days to supply a city with medication.

In "Hero Dogs", science journalist Jakob tells the story of 15 heroic dog deeds –

each of them unbelievable, each of them deeply moving.
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Katharina Jakob is a science journalist and author. She

regularly writes for Geo and PM, and has contributed to

Natur, Zeit and Dogs. She specialises in animal

intelligence research and human-animal relationships.
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