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Dana Vowinckel
The World in a Ziplock Bag

A story full of life and humanity, told with great tenderness and wit

A summer travelling between Berlin, Chicago and Jerusalem. Like every
year, fifteen-year-old Margarita spends her school holidays with her
grandparents in the USA. But she would much rather go back to
Germany, to her friends and her father, who leads prayers in the
synagogue. Her mother left them when Margarita was still in
kindergarten. High time, the family council decides, that they get to
know each other better. And so Margarita is put on a plane to Israel,
where her father grew up and her mother has recently moved to.
Immediately upon her arrival, everything starts to go wrong, the journey
of mother and daughter through the Holy Land tears open old and
inflicts new wounds, conflicts escalate, while Margarita’s father in
Berlin rethinks the role he plays and the decisions he has made in a life
that seems to have fast tracked him. And then it’s already time to pack
their bags yet again and return to Chicago, where everyone gathers
around the grandmother's sickbed and Margarita has to make a
momentous decision.

 is a story about the confusing fate ofThe World in a Ziplock Bag
having a family whose members are drawn in opposite directions,
about adolescent responsibility and adult irresponsibility, about how
hysterically funny it is to be alive, how devastatingly complicated. It’s
a novel about being homesick and confused, about having to live
inside a teenage body. A novel about faith in God and good food,
about Jewish life across continents, about parental roles defying
societal expectations, about being multilingual and still not being able
to find the right words.

»Reading Dana Vowinckel means: to suffer, to laugh, to learn, all at the
same time. May she please keep on telling stories. I would like to read a
hundred more of her books.« Daniela Dröscher 

»A debut that is going to occupy our minds for many years to come.«
Michèle Loetzner, VOGUE

»  is a departure, also into a new phase ofThe World in a Ziplock Bag
Shoah memory culture between ›Flying home‹ and ›Leaving home‹.« Jan
Drees, Deutschlandfunk

Dana Vowinckel was born in Berlin in 1996 into an American-Jewish-
German family. She grew up bilingually and bi-culturally between
Chicago and Berlin, and studied linguistics and literature in Berlin,
Toulouse and Cambridge. At the 2021 Ingeborg Bachmann
Competition, she was awarded a prize for an excerpt from The World in

, her debut novel. Today, Dana Vowinckel lives in Berlin.a Ziplock Bag

Rights sold to:  (HarperVia); (Pax); Domestic Rights Sales: English world rights Norway German
 (DAV)Audiobook

© Heike Steinweg
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Deniz Utlu
Father’s Sea

»This book broke my heart and put it back together again. The
characters and the language will stay with me forever.« Fatma
Aydemir, author of Dschinns

Yunus is thirteen when his father suffers two strokes and is almost
completely paralysed. He can only communicate through eye
movements. Yunus’s mother cares for him for ten years, first in a
facility, then at home, until his death. And Yunus, who has moved out of
his parents’ house to study, keeps recalling images from his childhood:
experiences and conversations with his father, some of which he didn’t
even know he was still holding onto. These images coalesce to form an
affectionate portrait of a man who laughed in a loud voice or cursed in
Arabic, who was often absent and easily irritable, and who once went
from Mardin near the Turkish-Syrian border to Istanbul, where he
witnessed the military coup, and eventually arrived in Germany on a
cargo ship.

 tells the story of a stroke of fate that affects an entireFather’s Sea
family, of a father-son relationship that ends abruptly, of moving and
staying, of migration and belonging. Deniz Utlu traces the unexpected
vicissitudes of life and memory. His novel is a testament to the power
of storytelling—which becomes most evident when language is the
last thing you have left.
 
»Father’s Sea is an utterly powerful, profound, and moving reflection on
the notion of fiction and literature. With captivating language and
compelling storytelling, the protagonist takes us on a gripping journey
towards reconciliation and remembrance.« Maha El Hissy, literary
scholar and critic

»… a literary masterpiece … Deniz Utlu has created a powerful and lasting
workof prose. … the latest feat of a new generation of authors who
challenge the establishment and its subjects with confidence and great
skill.« Andreas Fanizadeh, taz. die tageszeitung

»In touching and humorous language, Deniz Utlu gives us an insight into
the conflicts, celebrations, and everyday life of a family. He opens up a
geography of memories for German literature that stretches from
Hanover deep into Turkey, to the Syrian border.« Jury statement of the
Alfred-Döblin-Preis 2021

»His quiet language kept me under its spell, I never switched off, I always
knew where things would go«. Mithu Sanyal, jury member at the Ingeborg
Bachmann Competition 2023 and author of Identitti

»Deniz Utlu champions solidarity, the art of looking closely, and radical
vulnerability.« Anja Kümmel, Der Tagesspiegel

»For [Father’s Sea], the forty-year-old writer was awarded the Alfred
Döblin fellowship by the Berlin Academy of Arts, the most prestigious
distinction in Germany for novels that are still in progress, and the
perspective he creates of his first-person narrator Yunus […] on the story

of his father is one of the most intimate and moving things a reader is

© Heike Steinweg

Novel
384 pages · August 2023
(Original title: Vaters Meer)
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of his father is one of the most intimate and moving things a reader is
likely to find.« Andreas Platthaus, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung

»It is a book full of grief and respect for the things one can’t know but
must try to learn: as a child about one’s parents, as a narrator about one’
s characters, as a society about the individuals that live in it.« Marie
Schmidt, Süddeutsche Zeitung

»As hazy and ambiguous as the memories are, the love and hope in this
gorgeous book are – despite everything – crystal clear.« Der Spiegel

»In his […] third novel, Deniz Utlu has grown more poetic, his protagonist
less bolshie, yet the characters remain as vivid as ever.« Jolinde
Hüchtker, Die Zeit

»What makes memory possible, how it enriches our lives, how our
imagination closes gaps and how all of this eventually transforms into a
magnificent novel – this is what Deniz Ultu demonstrates with Father’s
Sea.« Joachim Dicks, NDR

»The majority of the people in Germany know very little about Turkish
history and the conflict between Turks and Kurds. There is something
very important in that story to me. Images are created that are
memorable and that communicate something.« Insa Wilke, jury member
at the Ingeborg Bachmann Competition 2023 on Deniz Ultu’s entry »
Damit du sprichst« »Utlu’s text for the Bachmann competition, an excerpt
from his forthcoming novel Father’s Sea, gives occasion to think about
intertwining Kurdish-Turkish-German (hi)stories and literature(s). Apart
from Yaşar Kemal, it contains references to the Kurdish history of [Yunus’
s] mother and grandfather, which is kept silent, or the Kurdish city of
Mardin near the Syrian border. When the protagonist talks about a
Kurdish poet from Iraq who lives in exile in Hannover, a Kurdish-Arabic
story also inscribes itself into German literary history.« Ela Gezen,
University, of Massachusetts Amherst, USA & Maha El Hissy, University
of Munich in taz. die tageszeitung

Deniz Utlu, born in Hannover in 1983, studied economics at the Free
University of Berlin and at the Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne.
His debut novel  was published in 2014 and wasDie Ungehaltenen
adapted for the stage at the Maxim Gorki Theatre in Berlin in 2015. His
second novel, , was published by Suhrkamp Verlag inGegen Morgen
2019. In addition, he is the author of plays, poetry and essays and also
conducts research at the German Institute for Human Rights. In 2021
he won the Alfred-Döblin Prize for an extract from . UtluVaters Meer
lives in Berlin.

Rights sold to: (Ayrinti); Domestic Rights Sales:   (RBB)Turkey German Entire Radio Reading

Gegen Morgen / Towards Morning (2019) • Turkey (Ayrinti)
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Maja Haderlap
Women at Night

A novel about moving out for the last time, about silent family bonds,
about regret and forgiveness

»Mira had been struggling with going away for a long time. The ease
with which she once packed her suitcase had turned into something
cumbersome, paralysing. … Outwardly, her excursions didn’t look like
journeys anyway. In a way, they were expeditions in her own country,
inward journeys into her childhood that exhausted Mira more than
being abroad for longer periods of time or days of hiking carrying a
heavy pack.«

As Mira gets into the car to drive from the big city to her small
hometown in the countryside, she knows that the next few days will be
tough. She has to help her elderly mother to prepare to move out of the
house where she had found shelter decades ago together with her
small children. In a family whose members don’t speak to each other
and don’t show their emotions, it is left to Mira to break the news to her
mother that she has to move into a home for the elderly because her
nephew needs the house. Over the course of the following weeks,
memories of a traumatic childhood return and solidify, both for Mira
and for her mother; two childhoods burdened by poverty, death,
oppression, and the rigid patriarchal order of rural Carinthia, on the
Austrian border with Slovenia. Unresolved conflicts come to the
surface, and Mira begins to see similarities between her own life and
her mother’s, stirring up memories of their female ancestors, who made
diametrically opposed decisions to face the difficulties of surviving
during the war.

In her new novel, Maja Haderlap tells in haunting images of being
entangled in imposed and internalized societal roles and of the
struggle for autonomy. The story of  is one of loss,Women at Night
silence, and guilt, in which, despite everything, understanding and
respect for one another, perhaps even love, are never abandoned.

»Maja Haderlap’s work represents a kind of literature that accepts no
boundaries. Her poetry discovers behind every word another word,
reveals a plaint behind every silence and finds a deed behind every
secret.« Jury of the Max Frisch-Preis 2018

Maja Haderlap was born in Bad Eisenkappel / Železna Kapla (Carinthia,
Austria). After reading theatre studies and German philology, she was a
lecturer at the University of Klagenfurt and head dramaturg at the
Stadttheater Klagenfurt for many years. She has published poetry in
Slovenian before being awarded the Ingeborg-Bachmann-Preis 2011 for
an excerpt from her subsequent German debut novel Engel des

. Further renowned prizes followed, including the Max Frisch-Vergessens
Preis 2018 and the Christine Lavant Preis 2021.

Rights sold to:  (Archipelago); Domestic Rights Sales: (DAV); English world rights German Audio Book 
 (HR & SWR)German Entire Radio Reading
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Zoltán Danyi
About the Roses

A gripping novel about dealing with the injuries war inflicts on the soul
for readers of Imre Kertész, David Albahari, and Claude Simon

»I stood by the window and waited for the sun to set, because that was
the rule, and if I didn’t want something bad to happen, I had to wait until
it had set.«

With this sentence it begins, the life story of a narrator who, having
suffered an existential crisis, has returned to his Serbian hometown –
from the Belgian North Sea coast to the Tisza river, from West Flanders
to the vast, empty skies of Vojvodina. The plot spans three decades,
from the beginning of the Yugoslav wars to the present.

Having escaped military service, he works on his father’s rose farm.
Fighting fear with self-imposed rules, his work cultivating and grafting
roses comes to dominate his life. Roses are not so much a inleitmotif 
this work as a richly faceted prism through which to view the world.
Years later, a serious illness and a crisis in his relationship throw him
off track.

With compelling linguistic beauty, comparable in its calmness and
overwhelming intensity to a work of minimal music, Zoltán Danyi’s
masterful novel traces the mental and physical self-exploration of a
man who works his way out of a dead end in his life by writing. A story
of crisis and convalescence.
 
»Zoltán Danyi has written the most beautiful and challenging novel of the
year, which many will describe as resembling a rose: beautiful on the
outside, but when we look beyond the petals, we realise the secrets it
holds.« Valuska László, Könyves Magazin

»The rose is not just a form, for the protagonist, it is also life, healing,
love, and freedom. « Sarolta Deczki, Könyvterasz

»A great artist of language and observation.« Ilma Rakusa

»The beauty of the language with which a manic narrator wrestles his
demons, chapter after chapter, is astonishing.« Wolfgang Höbel, Der

on Spiegel A dögeltakarító

Zoltán Danyi, born in 1972 in Senta, Yugoslavia, studied Philosophy and
Literature in Novi Sad and Szeged. In 2003, he made his debut as a
poet, publishing poems and short stories. He completed a PhD in 2008
on the Hungarian writer Béla Hamvas, and went on to work as an editor
and schoolteacher. His first novel, , won the MiklósA dögeltakarító
Mészöly Prize. Danyi, a member of the Hungarian minority in Serbia,
now works as a rose grower in Senta.

Der Kadaverräumer / The Carcass Remover (2018) •

© Weiner Sennyey Tibor

Novel
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Peter Handke
The Ballad of the Last Guest

The chronic of a »one-man-expedition«

Gregor returns home from another continent. The landscape, formerly
characterised by its many villages, has become an urban
agglomeration, both familiar and foreign at the same time. His family
has also changed: his father waits for him, playing cards in hand, as
before, but he is surprised to see his sister holding an infant. He, the
older brother, is to be the child’s godfather. Meanwhile, all that remains
of the younger brother Hans is the news of his death, concealed from
the family by the older one, and memories, for example of the accident
in the nettles. Even the orchard has become another, still in place but
long past saving. So he is drawn to the streets and alleys, the cinema,
the football stadium, the forest, and he walks and walks.

In Peter Handke’s new book, the present and the past are intertwined,
one seems to tip over into the other, everything is »on a knife edge«.
On his way back to his family, through once familiar landscapes, the
narrator pauses again and again, childhood experiences are recalled,
inner voices enter into a dialogue. What once was has changed
irrevocably – and yet remains familiar.

Peter Handke, born in 1942 in Griffen, Austria, lives near Paris. His
books have been translated into more than 35 languages. In 2019, he
was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature.

© Donata Wenders
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Marion Poschmann
Chorus of the Erinyes

The parallel story to the bestseller  (more than 70.000The Pine Islands
sold copies and shortlisted for the German Book Prize and the Man
Booker International Prize)

Her husband left the house in a hurry without further explanation. A
friend from childhood days turns up unexpectedly, and her usually
reserved mother suddenly wields a mysterious power. Mathilda, a
pragmatic and reserved teacher, is becoming scared of herself. Has
she inherited second sight from her mother? She is forced to see her
visions manifest in reality. Something dark within her tries to speak out,
her handwriting takes on a life of its own, winged women occupy more
and more space in her everyday life. There are forest fires and bizarre
healing rituals, questionable gifts. A wind whose whispering seems
strangely familiar to her arises. Is she actually hearing the chorus of the
Erinyes?

Humorously, poetically and with great originality, Marion Poschmann
writes about conformist girlfriends and rebellious mothers, about
crimes against nature and its fragile beauty, about the demonisation
of women and the power of connection.  is not aChorus of the Erinyes
sequel but a parallel story to Poschmann’s previous novel, The Pine

, which was extremely successful with critics and the publicIslands
alike.

»Marion Poschmann’s magic realism captures the reader’s imagination
from the first page to the last.« Dorothea von Törne, NZZ am Sonntag 

»Literature with leaves in its hair.« Paul Jandl, Neue Zürcher Zeitung

Marion Poschmann, born in Essen in 1969, studied German studies,
philosophy and Slavic studies and currently lives in Berlin. Her works of
poetry and prose have been honoured many times. Her volume of
poetry  was nominated for the Prize of theGeliehene Landschaften
Leipzig Book Fair 2016. Her novel  was shortlisted forDie Kieferninseln
the German Book Prize in 2017 and for the International Booker Prize in
2019.

Die Kieferninseln / The Pine Islands (2017) • English world rights (Serpent’s Tail); Spanish world rights
(Hoja de Lata); Chinese simplex rights (People's Oriental Publishing & Media Co.); Russia (Mann; Ivanov
& Ferber); Brazilian Portuguese rights (Estação Liberdade); Portuguese rights (Relogio D'Agua); France
(Stock); Italy (Bompiani); Netherlands (Ambo / Anthos); Sweden (Norstedts); Norway (Cappelen Damm);
Czech Republic (Paseka); Bulgaria (Vakon); Lithuania (Gelmes); Turkey (Harfa); Macedonia (Artkonekt);
Montenegro (OFK Doo); Domestic Rights Sales: German Audiobook (steinbach sprechende bücher)
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189 pages · September 2023
(Original title: Chor der Erinnyen)
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Fiction • Literary

Fiction • Literary • Historical

Helga Bürster
When We Believed in Miracles

About old ghosts and new times

The late 1940s in Germany: the war is finally over – but just like in the
rest of the country, the people in the small village of Unnenmoor have
hardly found their way back into their lives. The old certainties have
been proven false, everything people could once believe in and cling to
is no more stable than the moor that gives the town its name. Itinerant
preachers proclaim the impending end of the world while also
promising salvation and redemption.

Eleven-year-old Betty Abels and her mother Edith can barely make ends
meet. Betty’s father died in the war. When Betty disappears one night
and her friend Willi turns up in the village beaten black and blue, there is
only one explanation: it must be the work of witches. The compulsion
to shrug off any sense of guilt for the recent past makes people
susceptible to conspiratorial thinking. And who is a more likely suspect
than the beautiful Edith, who seems to think she is too good for the few
men that are left? The villagers make life increasingly difficult for Betty
and Edith. But while the whispering about witches grows louder and
louder, progress approaches, with the draining of the moor promising a
new beginning for the people of Unnenmoor ...

Helga Bürster’s new novel delves evocatively into the era of despair in
Germany after World War II and tells the stories of people who have
lost their bearings and who long for a life free from the guilt and
shame of the past. Inspired by real events, When We Believed in

 is a novel about a little-known chapter of German post-warMiracles
history.

Helga Bürster, born in 1961, grew up in a village near Bremen, where
she lives again today. She studied Theatre Studies, Literary History and
History, worked as an editor for radio and television, and has been a
freelance author since 1996. Her publications include works of non-
fiction, crime novels and radio dramas.

Rights sold to: Domestic Rights Sales:  (Jumbo / GoyaLit)German Audio Book

Eine andere Zeit / A Different Time (2022) • Domestic Rights Sales: German Audio Book (Jumbo /
GoyaLit); German Entire Radio Reading (NDR);  

Luzies Erbe / Luzie’s Legacy (2019) • Domestic Rights Sales: German Audiobook (Audible)

© Uwe Stalf

Novel
285 pages · September 2023
(Original title: Als wir an Wunder 
glaubten)
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Fiction • Literary

Lutz Seiler
Star 111

Georg-Büchner-Prize 2023

»November 1989. The Berlin Wall has just fallen when the East German
couple Inge und Walter, following a secret dream they’ve harboured all
their lives, set out for life in the West. Carl, their son, refuses to keep
watch over the family home and instead heads to Berlin, where he lives
in his father’s car until he is taken in by a group of squatters. Led by a
shepherd and his goat, the pack of squatters sets up the first
alternative bar in East Berlin and are involved in guerrilla occupations.
And it’s with them that Carl, trained as a bricklayer, finds himself an
initiate of anarchy, of love, and above all of poetry.

Winner of the prestigious Leipzig Book Fair Prize and a bestseller in
German already with 150,000 copies sold, , musical andStar 111
incantatory, tells of the search for authentic existence and also of a
family exploded by political change which must find its way back
together.« (book description from the English edition by And Other

)Stories

Rights sold to: (And Other Stories);   (NYRB); UK & Commonwealth USA & Canada Arabic world rights
(Kalima); (Verdier); (Meridiaan); (Batzer); (Norstedts); France Netherlands Denmark Sweden Bulgaria
(Black Flamingo); (Sodobnost); (Patakis); Domestic Rights Sales: Slovenia Greece German Audiobook
(DAV); s (rbb & NDR);  (Büchergilde Gutenberg)German Entire Radio Reading German Book Club

»It took Lutz Seiler, born in East Germany, thirty years to give to the moment [of the Fall of the Berlin Wall]
the full richness of fertile and ambiguous human experience. With its ample narrative and powerful
imagination,  is the ›Wenderoman‹ par excellence, the great novel of the ›turn‹, as GermanStar 111
reunification is called.« Christine Lecerf, Le Monde des livres 

»Lutz Seiler reaches the level of a Thomas Pynchon here. […] This is atmospherically rich, true world
literature. World literature is, after all, that which lets me see the world with different eyes, which shows
me a part of the world I have not seen before. And this is what Seiler manages to do in .« DenisStar 111
Scheck, SWR lesenswert 

»  reveals the fiery nucleus of everything political, its dual nature: the unity of poetic rapture andStar 111
the mysticism of the revolution. […] Lutz Seiler has the ability to describe the ridiculous, overheated and
even the unconscionable of that political romanticism without having to denounce the original impulse.
That’s what makes Star 111 great literature.« Ijoma Mangold, Die Zeit 

»  is a novel full of hard-hitting, deeply moving psychology, full of scenes in which people shake theStar 111
foundations of a reality that is in the process of creating new laws for itself.« Paul Jandl, Neue Zürcher
Zeitung

»The Berlin of  wakes a longing for a city like no other..« Frédérique Fanchette, Star 111 Libération 

 

Novel
528 pages · March 2020
(Original title: Stern 111)
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Fiction • Literary

Lutz Seiler was born in Gera, Thuringia, in 1963 and today lives in
Wilhelmshorst near Berlin and in Stockholm. He underwent training as a
mason and a carpenter and completed his studies in 1990. Since 1997,
he has been the literary director and custodian of the Peter Huchel
Museum. He was writer-in-residence at the Villa Aurora in Los Angeles
and at the German Academy in Rome. His many prizes include the
Ingeborg Bachmann Prize, the Bremen Prize for Literature, the Fontane
Prize,  the Uwe Johnson Prize, and most recently the Georg Büchner
Prize.

Awards (selection):
Georg-Büchner-Preis 2023 (Germany)
Berliner Literaturpreis 2023 (Germany)
Bertolt-Brecht-Preis 2023 (Germany)
Literaturpreis der Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung 2023 (Germany)
Shortlisted for the Prix Femina étranger for  2022 (France)Stern 111
Prize of the Leipzig Book Fair for  2020 (Germany)Stern 111
Kakehashi Prize for Literature for 2020 (Japan)Kruso 
German Book Prize for 2014 (Germany)Kruso 
Uwe Johnson Prize for 2014 (Germany)Kruso 
Fellowship at Villa Massimo German Academy in Rome 2011
Fontane Prize for  2010 (Germany)Die Zeitwaage
Nomination for the Leipzig Book Fair Prize for  2010Die Zeitwaage
(Germany)
Ingeborg Bachmann Prize 2007
Bremen Literature Prize 2004
Fellowship at Villa Aurora, Los Angeles 2003
Anna Seghers Prize 2002
Meran Poetry Prize 2000
Kranichstein Literature Prize 1999

»As a novelist and as a poet, Lutz Seiler has found his own distinctive
voice, melancholic, urgent, sincere, full of the wonderful echoes of a long
literary tradition.« Jury of the Büchner Prize 2023

»Since the mid-1990s, Lutz Seiler has been moving through the genres,
crossing borders, gaining new fascinating aspects from each genre,
especially through literary interplay. ... His work, throughout which our
time pulsates palpably, is characterised by a challenging of patterns of
perception, by new beginnings on unfamiliar ground, observations of
nature damaged by humans – the present as a network of tension
formed by the remembered past.« Jury of the Berliner Literaturpreis 2023

Kruso / Kruso (2014) • English world rights (Scribe); Spanish world rights (Anagrama); Catalan rights
(Club Editor); Russia (Text); France (Verdier); Italy (Del Vecchio); Netherlands (Meridiaan / Dutch Media
Group); Denmark (Batzer & Co.); Sweden (Norstedts); Norway (Gyldendal Norsk); Japan (Hakusuisha);
Poland (Jagiellonian UP); Hungary (Europa); Bulgaria (Atlantis); Romania (RAO); Lithuania (Kitos
Knygos); Slovenia (Sodobnost); Turkey (Bence); Greece (Patakis); Macedonia (Goten); Armenia
(Antares); Previously published in the respective language / territory; rights available again: Chinese
simplex rights (Horizon); Serbia (Laguna); Domestic Rights Sales:  German Audiobook
(Hörbuch Hamburg); German Entire Radio Reading (NDR); German Book Club (Büchergilde Gutenberg +
Club Bertelsmann)

© Heike Steinweg
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Durs Grünbein
The Comet

The life of an ordinary woman from childhood to the fall of Dresden

»Now they were all mere playthings in the grasping arms of a state
order such as had never existed before. An order that could only be
destroyed from the outside by lightning and thunder.«

At the centre of this report is a woman from humble beginnings and her
experiences in the Third Reich until the fall of Dresden in 1945: Dora W.
(modelled after the author’s grandmother) comes to Dresden from
Lower Silesia, where she was first a goat herder in the countryside, then
a shop girl and a gardener’s assistant in a small town. She finds the
man of her dreams, the butcher’s assistant Oskar, and follows him to
Dresden to start a family. She only spent a brief time there, her golden
years, as it seems, but then the perspective collapses. Like everyone
else, the war overtakes her and with it comes the downfall of Dresden.

With her story, the author follows an individual fate in the historical
context before and after National Socialism’s invasion of each
individual life. What does dictatorship do to people who are barely able
to cope with its demands and yet struggle through? In the process, the
appearance of Halley’s Comet in 1910, which fuelled doomsday
fantasies, takes on a symbolic significance for the destruction of the
Saxon metropolis in the firestorm of February 1945.

Grünbein consistently builds his account from the internal perspective
of the main character, chooses the simple language of his ancestor to
depict the various stations of her life, her hopes, insights and
confusion, and the rare comments on what is told are made with
restraint. The example of Dora W. is used to tell how history happens
to those without a history, ultimately as horror and belated realisation.

»What depresses me most is the obliteration of the traces of what
actually happened to my ancestors in the first place.«

»For a rather long time now – approximately, since the Berlin Wall came
down – the name Durs Grünbein has been the answer to the question:
Who’s the leading young poet in Germany?« James Fenton, The Guardian

Durs Grünbein, born in Dresden in 1962, read theatre studies in Berlin,
after which he worked as a freelancer writing for various literary
magazines. He is one of the most important and internationally
influential German poets and essayists and the recipient of numerous
prestigious literary prizes. His debut volume of poetry published in
1988 was entitled  and he went on to publish nearlyGrauzone morgens
twenty collections of  poetry including Vom Schnee oder Descartes in

 (2003),  (2005), Deutschland Der Misanthrop auf Capri Porzellan. Poem
 (2005) and (2017). He is alsovom Untergang meiner Stadt Zündkerzen 

the author of a collection of essays and opera librettos. He has
translated the tragedies of Aeschylus and Seneca into German as well
as the works of contemporary authors such as Sara Kane, Ted Hughes,
Wallace Stevens, Samuel Beckett, John Ashbery and Tomas Venclova.
Grünbein lives in Berlin and Rome.

© Tineke de Lange

A Report
With illustrations
282 pages · October 2023
(Original title: Der Komet)
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Ilija Matusko
Evaporation on the Fringe

What does class smell like? A literary debut about the contradictions
of upward mobility

»Open seven days«, reads the blackboard at the entrance. Ilija’s parents
run a restaurant in Bavaria. As a child, he helps out in the kitchen,
growing up on French fries and deep-fried food. When the restaurant
stops turning enough of a profit, his parents simply open up a new one
somewhere else.

Since his father likes to play tennis, he encourages his son to take
tennis lessons. Ilija makes new friends at the club and wants to go to a
prep school just like them. His life becomes increasingly disconnected
from that of his parents, especially when his father moves back to
Croatia. But there is one thing that accompanies him everywhere he
goes: »I can smell fries, Ilija's coming!« This sentence uttered by a
classmate, which has stuck with him to this day, becomes the point of
departure for a self-exploration: Does the way we smell reveal our
social background?

In his literary debut, Ilija Matusko combines personal memories with
sociological observations. In ten essayistic chapters, he tells the story
of climbing the social ladder through education – with a keen eye for
subtle differences, and with a good dose of wit and literary prowess.

 
»From the perspective of someone who has changed their station
through education, Matusko looks at his parents’ experience and
exposes the mechanisms that have shaped his and their lives so subtly
and powerfully.« Jury statement of the Fritz-Hüser-Institut 2022

Ilija Matusko, born in 1980, studied sociology and political sciences. He
lives and works in Berlin and writes for publications such as taz. die

. He was selected for artists’ residency programmes at thetageszeitung
Herrenhaus Edenkoben and the Künstlerdorf Schöppingen as well as
for the Alfred Döblin Scholarship in Berlin. Verdunstung in der Randzone
is his debut, for which he was awarded a fellowship by the Fritz-Hüser-
Institut before its publication.

© Heike Steinweg

238 pages · August 2023
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Darja Serenko
Girls and Institutions / I Wish Ashes for My House

A challenging read that tells of the terror the Russian regime exerts on
Ukraine from within

In November 2021, Daria Serenko published her debut work Girls and
 ( , No Kidding Press 2021), whichInstitutions Девочки и институции

caused a great stir and in which Serenko in a laconic, sometimes funny
narrative gives voice to a collective experience that countless women in
Russia’s libraries, museums, and other cultural institutions make on a
daily basis: working below capacity, fulfilling nonsensical tasks, absurd
structures and hierarchies, sexual harassment in the workplace, the
virulent misogyny of macho superiors, the internalized misogyny of the »
girls« themselves, but also solidarity and support.

After she was arrested in February 2022, Serenko began working on a
new text in jail:  (I Wish Ashes for My House Я желаю пепла своему

) started as an examination of her own activism and has sinceдому
developed into something much greater. In it, Serenko describes her
experience of imprisonment in short, unexpectedly original images:
the dreariness of everyday life, the infringement on one’s body exerted
by those in power, an individual yet at the same time a collective
experience that she shares with thousands of people in Russia who
have protested against the war. She also examines the possibilities of
activism radically and self-critically and keeps circling questions of
failure, guilt, shame, and the responsibility that the Russian society
and each of its members carries. This text focuses on the violence
that has infixed itself in her country’s society for many years with
increasing force. In short vignettes, in lists, sequences, poems,
simulated interviews, Serenko runs through all possible forms and
consequences of violence and puts the horror of war, the horror of the
women who live through it, into poetic, often expressive, drastic,
sometimes disturbing images that are, despite their acute topicality,
characterised by a fundamental validity.

 

Daria Serenko, born in 1993, is a Russian feminist poet, political activist,
public artist and founding member of the Feminist Anti-War Resistance,
which was formed in protest of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. She is
also the co-founder of »Femdacha«, a safe space for queer activists,
and fights for an open, tolerant society. In February 2022, she was
detained for 15 days for a social media post advocating tactical voting
that contained campaign symbols associated with Alexei Navalny’s
Anti- Corruption Foundation. She was released from jail on February 24,
2022, and has since left Russia.

Rights sold to: International Sales for :  (Antígona); I Wish Ashes for My House Portuguese rights
(Ersatz)Sweden 

© Tatyana Yegorova

Original Russian titles: Девочки и 
институции, published in 2021 by 
No Kidding Press / желаю пепла 
своему дому, unpublished 
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Michael Krüger
Rendezvous with Poets

Memoirs by the legendary Hanser publisher

In 2013, an era comes to an end in Munich. Michael Krüger, the long-
time publisher of Hanser Verlag, retires from his active role in the day-
to-day business operations of the publishing house. He didn’t just
manage the publishing house and edit the magazine . HeAkzente
remains active as a poet and write, as a literary critic, editor and
translator. He is omnipresent and essential in Germany’s cultural life.

On the occasion of his 80th birthday, the passionate reader, writer, and
publisher presents a retrospective of his rich life. He talks about his
childhood in Saxony-Anhalt, his youth in Berlin, his work in Munich, the
literary travels, and about the wealth of his encounters and experiences
with German and international poets, most of whom he called friends.
The enthusiasm of his effortlessly entertaining and brilliantly inspiring
descriptions captures the reader from the first sentence to the last.

Michael Krüger was born in Saxony in 1943 and lives in Munich. He has
published several volumes of poems and short stories, as well as
several novels.

© Jürgen Bauer

Memories and Encounters 
Followed by a conversation with 
Knut Cordsen 
447 pages · October 2023
(Original title: Verabredung mit 
Dichtern)
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Kia Vahland
True Colours

The art of showing one’s colours: a new look at old paintings in
gripping texts

Great art poses great political and personal questions. And thus, it has
moved people throughout history and continues to do so. Kia Vahland
seeks out current themes in famous historical paintings. Pablo Picasso,
Peter Paul Rubens and Artemisia Gentileschi were concerned with how
humanity could be saved from war, violence, and the abuse of power.
Exceptional artists like them not only show suffering, dictatorship and
oppression, they also search for glimmers of hope and perspectives for
action. Wassily Kandinsky celebrates cultural intoxication, Lotte
Laserstein friendship in dark times, Titian the pride of a republic. The
history of art helps to see the present more clearly and shape it.

Art historian and art critic Dr. Kia Vahland is an expert on the
Renaissance and editor for culture and humanities at Süddeutsche

. She has authored books on Sebastiano del Piombo,Zeitung
Michelangelo, Raphael as well as numerous essays on art history and is
an expert on Leonardo da Vinci. Kia Vahland teaches at the Institute for
Art History at the Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich and at the
German School of Journalism. Her works have received numerous
accolades including the ’s MichaelFrankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung
Althen Prize (2016). The Da Vinci Women. The Untold Feminist Power of

 was nominated for the Leipzig Book Fair Prize 2019.Leonardo’s Art

Leonardo da Vinci und die Frauen / The Da Vinci Women (2019) • English world rights (Black Dog &
Leventhal/Hachette Books); Brazilian Portuguese rights (Editora Novo Seculo); Portuguese rights
(Temas e Debates); Turkey (Marti); Greece (Nissos)
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Old Paintings in a New Era
101 pages · September 2023
(Original title: Farbe bekennen)
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Barbara von Bechtolsheim
Hannah Arendt and Heinrich Blücher

The new biography of the couple including hitherto unpublished
material

Hannah Arendt, a highly acclaimed philosophical author, and Heinrich
Blücher, a man with revolutionary ambitions, met in Paris in 1936 as
political outcasts, she because of her Jewishness and he on the
grounds of his previous involvement with socialism and communism.
While Arendt had been raised in Königsberg in a Jewish family of high
standards, in which political optimism and German literary culture were
a given, Blücher grew up in a working-class environment in Kreuzberg.
They got married in 1940 and emigrated to the United States. Both
Arendt and Blücher appreciated the political freedom they found in their
new home country and became involved in America’s academia,
determined to make a difference after the Holocaust. During the three
decades of their marriage which ended with Blücher’s death in 1970,
they contributed to their respective worlds – the highest ranks of
academia and the liberated bohemian college life. Their political
thinking was based on their own experiences as refugees and
immigrants which they overcame in the most amazing ways: Arendt
promoted the idea of individual freedom as a human right through her
controversial writings and lectures, while Blücher supported young
academics and taught them to become independent individuals
through his Socratic teaching style. Together they challenged cultural
and intellectual structures in their academic milieus.

This intellectual biography explores the shared life of two very different
partners who inspired each other’s philosophical thinking and political
and social involvement. Arendt’s central works would be inconceivable
without Blücher’s influence and vice versa – Barbara von Bechtolsheim
gives a deeper insight into their philosophical relationship by looking at
Blücher’s letters and recently published essays, his previously
unpublished lectures, which are only available as audio documents and
transcripts, and interviews with former colleagues and students.

This work provides a better understanding of the energy and courage
of scholars and artists in exile who enriched the cultural life in post-
World War II New England. With their skills of self-reflection,
relationship and friendship, social justice and social change, the
creative couple Arendt-Blücher continues to inspire intellectuals on
both sides of the Atlantic to this day.

Barbara von Bechtolsheim studied Literature, Philosophy and
Psychology in Munich and Stanford. She teaches Literature and
Cultural Studies at various universities and researches the creativity of
couples. As a literary translator, she acts as intermediary between
American and German culture in many different ways.

Paare / Creative Couples (2022) •

© Insel Verlag

Biography of a Couple
With numerous photographs
311 pages · May 2023
(Original title: Hannah Arendt und 
Heinrich Blücher)
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Barbara Beuys
The Heroine of Auschwitz

The first comprehensive biography of the Jewish resistance fighter
Mala Zimetbaum – accompanied by hitherto undiscovered documents
– by best-selling author Barbara Beuys

The camp commander announces the death sentence. At that very
moment, the prisoner Mala Zimetbaum cuts her wrists with a razor
blade. An SS man grabs her by the arm. Mala tears herself free,
punches him in the face and shouts, »Murderers, soon you will have to
pay.« And to the thousands of Jewish women forced to witness Mala’s
execution in the Auschwitz-Birkenau camp: »Don’t be afraid, the end is
near ... don’t give up, never forget.« The date is September 15, 1944.

Mala Zimetbaum was born to a Jewish-Polish family in Brzesko, east of
Krakow, in 1918. After living in Mainz before 1918, the parents and their
four children move to Antwerp, Belgium, in 1928. Antwerp is a
prosperous city, where Mala works in a boutique. In July 1942, Mala is
arrested in a raid; in September that same year, she deported to the
women’s camp Auschwitz-Birkenau in September. As an errand girl and
interpreter, she gets to know all the operations of large-scale murder.
Clever and willing to take risks, she uses her information and
successfully puts up resistance: she saves female prisoners from being
selected for the gas chambers, ensured that the sick are assigned to
easier tasks, establishes contacts between resistance groups. Then
she falls in love with the Polish prisoner Edward Galinski. They manage
to escape from the camp, but they are captured once again after
thirteen days.

Barbara Beuys, born in 1943, has worked as an editor at German
newspapers and magazines such as , and  afterStern Merian DIE ZEIT
earning a PhD in history. Today Barbara Beuys lives in Cologne where
she works as a freelance author. She has written successful and widely
received biographies on Annette von Droste-Hülshoff, Hildegard von
Bingen, Li Qingzhao, Paula Modersohn-Becker, Sophie Scholl, Helene
Schjerfbeck and Maria Sibylla Merian, among others.

Rights sold to: (Standaard)Netherlands 

Asta Nielsen / Asta Nielsen (2020) •

Maria Sibylla Merian / Maria Sibylla Merian (2016) •

© Isolde Ohlbaum

The Life and Resistance of Mala 
Zimetbaum
With illustrations
333 pages · November 2023
(Original title: Die Heldin von 
Auschwitz)
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Jens Beckert
Selling the Future

Our insidious problem

»Climate change is a question of power and culture. Making it a topic of
study for the social sciences.«

We have known about global warming and its dangers for decades. Yet
global greenhouse gas emissions continue to rise. Clearly, we are
failing in our quest to stop climate change. But how can we explain this
failure? Why are societies so reluctant to respond to this threat? In his
new book, Jens Beckert provides an answer. The fact that the
necessary measures are not being taken is a result of the structures of
political power and of the forces that motivate companies, politicians,
voters, and consumers. The bitter truth is that we are selling our future
to boost the next quarterly figures, to snare the upcoming elections, or
for our own, shortsighted enjoyment.

Using numerous case studies and social-scientific tools, Beckert shows
why climate change is an “insidious” problem that capitalist modernity
– the product of 500 years of development – is almost doomed to fail
at resolving due to its institutional and cultural structures. Meaning
temperatures will continue to rise, and social and political conflicts will
intensify. What we need is adaptability, resilience, and above all,
solidarity. With these ideals in mind, we can begin to sketch out a
horizon for realistic climate policies.

Jens Beckert was born in 1967 and has been Director at the Max
Planck Institute for the Study of Societies and Professor of Sociology in
Cologne since 2005. He has previously taught in Göttingen, New York,
Princeton, Paris, and at Harvard University. In 2005 he was awarded the
Prize of the Berlin-Brandenburg Academy of Sciences and Humanities,
and in 2018 the German Research Foundation’s Leibniz Prize. He also
received the Karl Polanyi Prize from the German Sociological
Association for his book . Imagined Future

Rights sold to:  (Polity); Domestic Rights Sales:  (VerlagEnglish world rights  German Audiobook
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Jan-Otmar Hesse
World Export Champions

The first comprehensive account of Germany’s rise to exporting
nation, written with great historical detail and highly topical at the
same time: from the German Empire to economic links to Russia and
China

In the 1986 World Cup final, the German national football team was
beaten 3–2 by Diego Maradona’s Argentinian squad. Nevertheless, the
West Germans could feel like world champions, because in that year,
for the first time, the Federal Republic exported more goods than any
other country. Germany was the »world export champion« – number
one in a discipline that does not just form the foundations of the
country’s prosperity: Germany’s export strength has also become a key
source of national pride and an indication of the excellent reputation of
goods that are »made in Germany.«

Economic historian Jan-Otmar Hesse traces this success story, a
product of the incredible adaptability of German companies and
export-friendly government policies. Important foundations for
subsequent developments were back in the late nineteenth century.
The Weimar Republic created the initial structures for supporting the
export economy, while postwar monetary policy strengthened West
Germany’s capacity to compete on a global scale. Told in a captivating
style and featuring many previously unknown details, World Export

 details how workshops and factories became globalChampions
players, and how a country poor in raw materials became the
economic superpower it is today.

Jan-Otmar Hesse, born in 1968, is Professor of Social and Economic
History at the University of Bayreuth. Most recently, he published 
Wirtschaftsgeschichte. Entstehung und Wandel der modernen Wirtschaft
(2019, co-authored with Sebastian Teupe).

History of a German Obsession
446 pages · October 2023
(Original title: Exportweltmeister)
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Peter E. Gordon
Precarious Happiness

»What would happiness be that was not measured by the
immeasurable grief at what is?«  Theodor W. Adorno

More than fifty years after his death,  Theodor W. Adorno has not
ceased to arouse great controversy. Many see him as a thinker of
uncompromising negativity and gnostic darkness, whose critical
perspective verges on totalising despair. In the public imagination,
some of his more famous statements, such as »There is no right life in
the wrong one« have hardened almost to the point of cliché.

Historian and philosopher Peter E. Gordon vehemently challenges this
image. Adorno, he argues, must be understood not in purely negative
terms but as a theorist whose practice of critique is oriented towards
an unrealised norm of human flourishing – of precarious happiness in
a radically imperfect world. Gordon identifies this norm as the unifying
theme for all of Adorno’s work, from his sociological writings to his
moral philosophy, from his metaphysics to his aesthetics and
musicological criticism.  casts Adorno’s legacyPrecarious Happiness
in a fascinating and unfamiliar light, revealing it as an indispensable
resource for critical theory today.

»Peter Gordon’s confidently gripping and at the same time persistently
subtle interpretation brings a new tone to the debate about Adorno’s
negativism. Engaging with Adorno's lectures, Gordon shows how the
negative dialectic, though eluding direct access to statements about the ›
good life,‹ means to spell out the contours of a ›right‹ life. Within the
enchanted bounds of a distorted whole, Adorno searches for traces of a
failed happiness.« Jürgen Habermas

»Written in a captivating style, Gordon carefully analyzes the whole range
of Adorno's writings to demonstrate that the philosopher grounds his
critique of contemporary societies in an idea of human flourishing that
he takes as being accessible only in small, easily overlooked fragments
within our damaged form of life. By this, Gordon manages something at
which almost everone else has failed so far: to give a coherent picture of
the scattered pieces of Adorno's idea of morality.« Axel Honneth

Peter E. Gordon, born in 1966, is the Amabel B. James Professor of
History and faculty affiliate in the Department of Philosophy at Harvard
University. He researches the intellectual history of the 20th century,
especially philosophical thought in Germany and France, and is an
internationally renowned expert on the Frankfurt School. His previous
books, which feature figures such as Franz Rosenzweig, Martin
Heidegger, Ernst Cassirer, Theodor W. Adorno and their time, have been
awarded numerous prestigious prizes.
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Rahel Jaeggi
Progress and Regression

Societies have no goals. They solve problems.

The abolition of slavery, the introduction of social security systems, the
sanctioning of marital rape are commonly regarded as social progress
– as change for the better. Nevertheless, the idea of a general
progressive movement has lost its old lustre, and even arouses
scepticism. The diagnosis of regression, on the other hand, is on
everyone’s lips. It is applied to various contemporary phenomena, from
right-wing authoritarian populism to democracy fatigue.

In her book, Rahel Jaeggi defends the conceptual pair of progress and
regression as an indispensable socio-philosophical tool for the
critique of our time. She understands as progressive or regressive not
only the result, but above all the forms of social transformations
themselves. By interrogating how regressive tendencies are
encouraged by blocked experience, she develops a concept of
progress that avoids Eurocentric distortions as well as the idea of an
inevitable developmental tendency. Progress, she shows, is not the
run-up to an already known goal, but the never-ending process of
emancipation.

Rahel Jaeggi is Professor of Practical Philosophy at the Humboldt
University of Berlin where she has been directing the Centre for Social
Critique since 2018.
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Tilo Wesche
Nature’s Rights

A foundational work of philosophy

Around the world, parliaments, governments and courts are granting
more and more rights to nature. What is the impact of giving rights to
nature? Can this legal practice contribute to addressing climate
change? How can such rights be justified? And how can they be
utilised? In this fundamental philosophical work, Tilo Wesche explores
these questions with a view to property rights. When it comes to the
protection of climate, species and environment, property rights are
often neglected. Yet they themselves harbour an idea of ecological
sustainability that can contribute to overcoming an extractive
relationship with nature.

Tilo Wesche is Professor of Practical Philosophy at the Carl von
Ossietzky University of Oldenburg.

On Sustainable Property 
347 pages · September 2023
(Original title: Die Rechte der 
Natur)
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Paul Feyerabend
Historical Roots of Modern Problems

100th birthday on January 13, 2024

In 1985, Paul Feyerabend gives a lecture at ETH Zurich in which he
argues that we can understand many problems of the modern world
better if we trace them back to their historical roots in the intellectual
world of ancient Greece. His audience, a majority of which has a
background in science, is not disappointed. In a purposefully anti-
professorial performance, peppered with brilliant provocations and
anecdotal digressions that reveal his profound knowledge, the enfant

 of the philosophy of science sharpens his famous critique ofterrible
occidental rationalism.

In particular, he targets the monopoly position of scientific-technical
reason with its ideas of progress, truth or objectivity for being partly
responsible for the troubled state of the world. As an alternative,
Feyerabend recommends an epistemological and political pluralism to
deal with the »modern problems« of his time: the nuclear threat, the
destruction of non-European civilisations, social upheavals and the
looming ecological catastrophe. And today? A rousing journey into the
1980s that shows, among other things, that not just a few of yesterday’
s problems are still on the agenda.

Paul Feyerabend, born in Vienna in 1924, died in Genolier in 1994. He is
one of the most influential thinkers of the 20th century, and his name is
associated with the slogan of methodological relativism: »Anything
goes«.

Naturphilosophie / The Philosophy of Nature (2009) • English world rights (Polity); Spanish world rights
(RHM-Debate); Chinese simplex rights (Shanghai People’s Publishing House); Arabic world rights
(National Centre for Translation); France (Seuil); Korea (Ghil Publishing)
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Lecture at the ETH Zurich 1985
Edited by Michael Hagner and 
Michael Hampe with the 
assistance of Hannah Kressig and 
Anna Morawietz 
600 pages · December 2023
(Original title: Historische Wurzeln 
moderner Probleme)
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Andreas Heinz
The Colonized Brain and the Ways of Revolt

The modern understanding of brain function and mental illness is
deeply shaped by the projection of colonial hierarchies onto the brain:
supposedly higher brain centres and functions are attributed with the
supervision of supposedly primitive drives and desires. Mental illness
was long understood as a loss of this domineering control, and those
affected were left at the mercy of power techniques reimported from
the colonies. Andreas Heinz reconstructs the history of the revolts
against these racist constructions as well as the repressive counter-
movements. Can traces of the internalised hierarchies of the colonised
brain still be found in contemporary forms of mindful self-discipline?

Andreas Heinz, MD PhD, is the director and chair of the Department of
Psychiatry and Psychotherapy at the Charité – Universitätsmedizin
Berlin, one of the most renowned university medical centres in
Germany. Heinz is a board member of both the German and the
European Association for Psychiatry and Psychotherapy.

Der Begriff der psychischen Krankheit / The Concept of Mental Disorders (2014) •

324 pages · July 2023
(Original title: Das kolonialisierte 
Gehirn und die Wege der Revolte)
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Zoë Beck
Memoria

Who does your memory belong to?

A summer in the near future. Harriet is haunted by memories that
seem entirely foreign to her. Gradually, more and more fragments
appear, and Harriet has to admit to herself that what she had
considered to be her life up till now might not have happened the way
she thought it had.

Harriet was once set to have a career as a pianist, until a seemingly
innocuous procedure on her hand destroyed her big dream. At least
that’s what she always believed. But ever since she saved a woman
from a forest fire, she is tortured by strange memories: scenes that
seem to belong to a different life—and recurring images of acts of
violence that she herself perpetrates …

Harriet begins to doubt her sanity and sets out on a journey into her
past. But in doing so, she seems to have started something she can no
longer control, and with each hidden memory that returns, she is getting
dangerously close to a menacing truth …

After her award-winning bestseller , Zoё Beck creates aParadise City
new terrifyingly topical vision of the future: How reliable are our
memories? How do they influence us? And who decides what we are
allowed to forget?

»Zoё Beck’s narration is fast-paced, but she also dedicates time to her
strong female characters. She conceives a high-tech nightmare but isn’t
annoying with the depiction of technical details. Instead, she leads us
right into the normality of a future everyday world.« Matthias Schümann, 

on NDR Paradise City

Zoë Beck, born in 1975, completed her education in Germany and
England. She is a writer, translator (including works by Sally Rooney and
Denise Mina), publisher (CulturBooks), and works in film and television.
She lives in Berlin. Zoë Beck belongs among the most important
German crime fiction authors and has been awarded numerous prizes
such as the Friedrich-Glauser-Preis, the RRadio-Bremen-Krimipreis and
the German Crime Fiction Prize, among others.

Rights sold to: Domestic Rights Sales:  (Argon);  German Audiobook

Paradise City / Paradise City (2020) • Russia (Gorodets); Norway (Olivia Forlag); Finland (Huippu); Latvia
(SIA Pētergailis); Domestic Rights Sales: German Audiobook (Argon)

Die Lieferantin / The Supplier (2017) • Arabic World rights (Tanmia); Domestic Rights Sales: German
Audiobook (Audible)

© Victoria Tomaschko

Thriller
280 pages · October 2023
(Original title: Memoria)
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Andreas Pflüger
How to Die

A breath-takingly topical thriller

The winter of 1983. The preparations for the most spectacular spy
swap in history on the Glienicke Bridge, the »Bridge of Spies«, have
been completed. KGB officer Rem Kukura – code name Pilgrim – is to
be exchanged for the son of a member of the politburo. In the midst of
it all: Nina Winter, who is the only one able to identify Kukura. But on the
bridge, she is swept into an inferno, and Nina’s and Rem’s fate
becomes a question of war and peace between the superpowers.dy

Three years earlier: Nina is an analyst at the German Secret Service, the
BND, where she assesses intel reports. A desk jockey. Until she is told
that Pilgrim, the BND’s mysterious top Moscow agent, makes his
continued cooperation dependent on her: he wants Nina to come to
Russia as his senior officer. She knows that this is the chance of a
lifetime. But Nina has no idea that she will have a mortal enemy in the
KGB. To survive, she must become someone else, a woman who
dances with death.

With powerful eloquence and a zest for skillfully crafted action,
Andreas Pflüger takes us into the world of espionage and
counterespionage at the height of the Cold War. Pflüger makes
readers fear for his protagonist Nina Winter page after page, follow
her transformation into a top agent and fight for survival alongside her.

»Hardly any other author knows the laws and internal structures of the
international secret services as well can write about them as brilliantly
as Andreas Pflüger.« Hans-Ludwig Zachert, former Head of
Counterintelligence at the BKA

Andreas Pflüger, born in Thuringia in 1957, is one of Germany’s most
renowned and sought-after scriptwriters. Among his multiple-award-
winning scripts are  and , both directed by VolkerThe Ninth Day Strike
Schlöndorff, as well as over twenty episodes of , Germany’s mostTatort
popular and longest-running police procedural TV series. His works
also include plays, radio dramas, documentary films and novels such
as  and his award-winning trilogy featuring the blindOperation Rubikon
Special Agent Jenny Aaron. , the first instalment of the JennyEndgültig
Aaron trilogy that sold more than 200,000 copies in Germany alone,
won the German Crime Fiction Prize 2018, was shortlisted for the Crime
Cologne Award, and has been translated into various languages.

Rights sold to: Domestic rights sales:  (Random House Audio)German Audiobook

Endgültig / In the Dark (2016) • English world rights (Head of Zeus; US/Canada sublicense: Dover; UK
large print & audio sublicense: WF Howes); Spanish world rights (Penguin Random House / Suma;
Spanish bookclub sublicense: Círculo de Lectores); Arabic World rights (Dar Oktob); France (Fleuve;
French bookclub sublicense: Le Grand Livre du Mois); Italy (Emons); Netherlands (Xander); Poland
(Otwarte; Polish audiobook sublicense: Biblioteka Akustyczna); Czech Republic (Euromedia); Turkey
(Salon); Greece (Metaichmio); Domestic Rights Sales: German Audiobook (Random House Audio)
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Theresa Prammer
Extinct

Trust nothing and no one ...

Two missing women return at the same time after three weeks – one of
them in Berlin, the other in Vienna. For both of them, only days seem to
have passed since their disappearance. Even more curious still are their
identical memories of the abductions. Investigators are baffled and
decide to bring in Lea Goldberg, a scientists who conducts research
into memory. She lives the life of a recluse in Vienna ever since she
became unable to work after being partly responsible for a horrendous
miscarriage of justice: her assessment of a defendant had been wrong,
he was subsequently acquitted and committed a murder.

The renowned psychiatrist Barbara Kirsch aids investigations in Berlin
and together they try to untangle the women’s buried memories. But
when the two psychologists meet, catastrophe ensues ...

Theresa Prammer, born in Vienna in 1974, was a working actress for
many years and is now a director and author of novels about crime and
family. She lived in Vienna and in Reichenau an der Rax.

Rights sold to:  (Thalia)German Audiobook
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Stephan Lohse
The Humming Underneath the Skin

A queer coming-of-age novel, from an era when coming out was still a
distant dream.

»Axel has been missing for three days. I subtract the hours that have
passed without him here from the eighty hours that I have known him.
Twenty-six hours are left. In little more than a day it’ll be like I never
knew Axel Peschke.«

Hamburg, 1977. Julle is fourteen. Shortly before the summer break, a
new student, Axel, joins his class. Julle falls in love immediately. No
one knows that he is gay. Except for his sister and maybe his mother.
Mothers tend to have a sense for these things, after all. Julle counts the
hours that he has known Axel and befriends him. Together, they go to
the public pool, feed Axel’s rabbits, and discover a hidden, partially
burned-down hut in the forest. Just as they get close to uncovering its
secret, Axel suddenly moves away – and Julle has a hunch that after
this summer, nothing will be like it was before.

With great imagination, empathy, and wit, Stephan Lohse tells the story
of two boys and the things in life that mean everything. The Humming

 is a novel about love and friendship, about growingUnderneath the Skin
up in the seventies – a past as it perhaps never was, but should have
been.

»[Lohse] impresses [readers] with a sense for language that captures the
vibrations that pass between people, that connects and separates the
days in their moods.« Cornelia Geissler, Berliner Zeitung

»This is a calm book that is told with great empathy and authenticity.
Truly beautiful.« WDR 2

Stephan Lohse, born in Hamburg in 1964, studied drama at the Max
Reinhardt Seminar in Vienna and was employed at the Thalia Theater in
Hamburg, the Schaubühne in Berlin and at the Schauspielhaus in
Vienna. His novel  (2017) was on the Bestseller ListEin fauler Gott SWR 
and nominated for the Prize for Literature. He lives in Berlin.aspekte 

Johanns Bruder / Johann’s Brother (2020) •

Ein fauler Gott / A Lazy God (2017) •

© Hans Panichen
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176 pages · July 2023
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Marion Perko
Vega – The Wind in My Hands

The first instalment of a spectacular series

When the wind comes to life and the rain becomes a danger, the storm
gets a soul and weather a face: Vega

Germany 2052: The hot, dry summers are causing the people to
suffer. To alleviate the water shortage, Vega works as a weather
maker – she manipulates the clouds and brings rain. But she has a
secret: unlike her colleagues, she doesn’t use chemicals and drones to
do so. Because Vega can call up wind and rain with the power of her
thoughts.

When children are injured in a mysterious weather accident, Vega
becomes a target. How is she supposed to prove her innocence when
no one is allowed to know about her gift? She receives unexpected help
from Leo, a young scientist who is researching the nature of storms. In
her search for the truth, Vega delves deeper and deeper into a web of
influential environmental authorities, activists and corporations ... Who
can she trust? And how can she protect the people she loves?

Marion Perko is a literary and media scholar. She worked in various YA
publishing houses for ten years before setting up her own business as
an editor, writing coach and author in 2016. She lives in Eastern Bavaria
and writes children’s and YA fiction.
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Fiction • YA & Children’s Fiction

Marion Perko
Vega – The Storm in My Heart

The spectacular finale of the climate saga

Vega’s situation seems hopeless. She has been abducted and fallen
into the hands of Bioverse, a powerful weather corporation. All of this
because the secret that she has kept throughout her life was exposed:
She can influence the weather with the power of her thoughts, can
conjure rain and summon the wind. In a world plagued by droughts and
storms, this gift is invaluable – a fact of which Bioverse’s CEO Nathalie
is also aware. She uses Vega’s gift against her will to create a tool
meant to change weather conditions forever.

Vega must stop Bioverse, but she is powerless on her own. What are
her former allies’ goals? And should she trust Leo, who has joined the
side of the climate activists, a second time? Time is of the essence,
because when the true scope of Nathalie’s plans become apparent,
every minute counts …

»Fierce Vega is independent, a constant inconvenience to the powerful
and when push comes to shove, she is a true force of nature.« Stiftung
Lesen

Marion Perko is a literary and media scholar. She worked in various YA
publishing houses for ten years before setting up her own business as
an editor, writing coach and author in 2016. She lives in Eastern Bavaria
and writes children’s and YA fiction.
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