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Daniel Glattauer

You Don’t See Them 

304 pages 

March 2023

Two families, the Binders and the Strobl- 

Marineks, are treating themselves to a luxury 

holiday in Tuscany. Engelbert Binder is a char-

ming wine-maker, his considerably younger 

wife Melanie a failed actress. Oskar Marinek is 

a cynical humanities scholar, and his wife Elisa 

Strobl-Marinek is a successful politician for the 

Green Party. Sophie Luise, the Strobl-Marinek’s 

teen daughter, has brought along a schoolmate 

to fight the boredom. Her name is Aayana, a child 

refugee from Somalia. But no sooner has the 

holiday mood begun with chilled prosecco  

and antipasti than catastrophe strikes.

You Don’t See Them is a novel about relation-

ships in the style we have come to expect from  

Glattauer. And it’s a court drama – a genre  

he is particularly apt at writing after working  

for years as a court reporter. 

The novel uses many text styles (blog posts,  

E-mails, comments, newspaper articles and  

dialogues) and thus presents a ‘best-of’ in 

Glattauer’s repertoire. Glattauer uses these  

elements to take a snapshot of morality  

in a privileged society, exposing its double  

standards and lending a voice  

to those who have virtually none.

DANIEL GLATTAUER

F I C T I O N

Sales 

Italy (Feltrinelli)

Daniel Glattauer

born in Vienna in 1960, is a journalist and writer. 

His E-mail novels Gut gegen Nordwind (2006) and 

Alle sieben Wellen (2009) became international 

bestsellers and were translated into 40 languages. 

Further books are Darum (2003), Der Weihnachts-

hund (2004), Ewig Dein (2012) and Geschenkt 

(2014) and some theatre plays such as Die  

Wunderübung (2014), Vier Stern Stunden (2018) 

and Die Liebe Geld (2020).

• Exposing society's double standards

• New novel by the author of the  

  international bestsellers Gut gegen 

  Nordwind and Alle sieben Wellen

»What distin- 
guishes Glattauer
is not only his 
wit, but also  
his eye for  
extraordinary 
perspectives.«  
Tanja Kummer, SRF

Sold  

into 40  

languages
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Birgit Birnbacher

born in 1985, lives as a sociologist and author 

in Salzburg. Her debut novel Wir ohne Wal was 

published in 2016 and was awarded the literature 

prize of the Jürgen Ponto Foundation, the Rauriser 

Förderungspreis and the Theodor Körner Förder-

preis. In 2019 she was awarded the Ingeborg 

Bachmann Prize. Her novel Ich an meiner Seite 

was published by Zsolnay Verlag in 2020 and 

was longlisted for the German Book Prize 2020.

Birgit Birnbacher

What We Live On

192 pages 

February 2023

• A sensitive literary novel about 

  crucial current issues

• The new novel by Bachmann  

  prizewinner Birgit Birnbacher

A single error catapults Julia from her nursing job 

back to her former life in the village where she 

grew up. There, everything seems even worse 

than she remembers. The factory where half the 

community used to work has closed. Her father’s 

health is alarmingly fragile, and after years of  

sacrifice, her mother has left him and her sick 

brother to make a fresh start. When Julia meets 

Oskar, who’s recovering from a heart attack, 

she’s envious at first. Oskar’s income will tide  

him over for a year and he’s making plans.  

But what does Julia see for her future? 

How can we continue to work in a way that’s 

fulfilling? How can we distribute care work fairly? 

And how do we want to live in a world in which 

work no longer needs us? Birgit Birnbacher, 

a master of »unsentimental empathy« (Judith 

von Sternburg, Frankfurter Rundschau), uses 

captivating, lyrical language to ask how and from 

what we want to live. The Bachmann prizewinner 

is an adept literary narrator who uses everyday 

language directly, honestly and sensitively. 

What We Live On is a novel about work and family, 

daughters and mothers – and the rift between 

boundless individualism and romantic love.

BIRGIT BIRNBACHER

F I C T I O N

Sales 

Selected backlist:  

Ich an meiner Seite:  

Bulgaria (Black Flamingo), Croatia (Hena Com), 

Italy (Mar dei Sargassi)

»Birgit Birnbacher has 

a fine feeling for people 

on the margins, for  

those who have been  

thrown off track.«  
Christoph Schröder, Süddeutsche Zeitung 

»She writes 
with precision 
and without 
false pathos.«  
Wiebke Porombka, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung

English sample 
translation  
available
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Franzobel

Einstein’s Brain 

542 pages 

January 2023

Albert Einstein died shortly after midnight on  

18 April 1955 at Princeton Hospital, New Jersey. 

According to his wishes, his body was cremated 

and his ashes scattered at an unknown location. 

But beforehand, pathologist Thomas Harvey re-

moved Einstein’s brain. »I intend to discover the 

seat of genius in it,« he swore. No matter what 

his circumstances, it accompanied him  

on his wanderings through smalltown  

America for the next 42 years. 

Harvey and the brain witness John  

F. Kennedy’s election as president, the first 

moon landing, Woodstock and Watergate, and 

the end of the Vietnam War. Then at some 

point, the brain starts talking to him. Harvey  

is hounded by Einstein’s estate to publish the 

results of his investigations, but he always 

eludes the task. »Such a brain is a globe on 

which all continents are still undiscovered,« 

he believes. Together they visit a rabbi in 

New York and Einstein’s great love Margarita 

Konenkova in Moscow. They eat spaghetti with 

Andy Warhol, watch the televised moon  

landing, celebrate Woodstock and discuss 

climate change with Oprah Winfrey.

FRANZOBEL

F I C T I O N

Sales 

Selected backlist:  

Das Floß der Medusa:  

Denmark (Turbine), France (Flammarion), Italy 

(Saggiatore), Norway (Cappelen Damm), Romania 

(EuroPress) 

Franzobel

born in 1967, is one of Austria‘s most popular 

writers. He is the recipient of numerous awards 

including the Ingeborg Bachmann Prize (1995), 

the Arthur Schnitzler Prize (2002) and the Nicolas 

Born Prize (2017). Most recent publications by 

Zsolnay are the novels Das Floß der Medusa, 

which was short-listed for the German Book Prize 

2017 and won the Bavarian Book Prize in 2017,  

Die Eroberung Amerikas (2021) and the crime 

novels Groschens Grab (2015) and Rechtswalzer 

(2019).

• An imaginary true story

• An ingenious road trip through  

  50 years of American history  

  in the 20th century

Franzobel’s new novel is  

an enchanting trip through 

a wild era. It is also the  

biography of a simple but 

unusual man, who went  

on the longest road trip 

with Einstein’s brain. 

English sample 
translation  
available
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Eva Viežnaviec

What Is It You  

Seek, Wolf?

(Original Belarusian title:  

Па што ідзеш, воўча?)
144 pages 

February 2023

The short novel What Is It You Seek, Wolf?  

by Eva Viežnaviec caused a literary  

sensation in Belarus and was awarded the 

country’s highest award for prose, the Jerzy 

Giedroyc Literature Prize, in December 2021.

The book sets off down the road like a modern-

day beatnik novel. On an alcohol-fuelled trip,  

protagonist Ryna travels from Germany to 

Belarus for her grandmother’s funeral. The old 

lady was a traditional healer who was considered 

a witch by her neighbours and tried to teach 

Ryna the »arts« of herbal medicine. Ryna’s inner 

dialogue with her beloved grandmother imper-

ceptibly turns into a monologue. What follows is 

the intrepid 100-year-old woman’s account as a 

survivor of the First World War, the October  

Revolution and civil war, collectivisation and 

Second World War – the entire twentieth century 

with all its atrocities. The story ends in the  

present, a time when Ryna has found peace, 

thanks partly to her grandmother’s wealth  

of experience. Without glorifying events,  

this melancholic, harrowing book draws  

hope from the magic of everyday life. 

EVA VIEŽNAVIEC

F I C T I O N

Sales 

(Original Belarusian Edition: Pflaumbaum) 

Czech Republic (Pavel Mervat)
Eva Viežnaviec

was born near Minsk in 1972 and has worked as 

an author and journalist since 1994. What Is It  

You Seek, Wolf? was awarded the highest prize 

for prose in Belarus in 2021. Substantial 

parts of the novel were written during her stay  

as a Lion Feuchtwanger fellow at Villa Aurore  

in Los Angeles. 

• An epic contained in a small volume

 

• A tribute to the women of  

  a whole generation

»I read Eva 
Viežnaviec’s novel 
and recognised  
the village where
I grew up. She 
brought it back to 
life in my soul.«  
Svetlana Alexievich

English sample 
translation  
available
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Hertha Pauli

The Rift of Time Runs 

Through My Heart 

Memoirs

With an Afterword  

by Karl-Markus Gauß

256 pages

July 2022

The Rift of Time Runs Through My Heart  

is a Heinrich Heine quote that Hertha Pauli 

treasured while fleeing Nazi occupation via 

Zurich, Paris, Marseille and Lisbon to the  

USA. She did not escape alone, but with 

friends whose names sound like a who’s who 

of German-language emigrants: Joseph Roth, 

Walter Mehring, Franz and Alma Werfel and 

above all Ödön von Horváth, to whom she 

dedicates one of the most beautiful chapters of 

this wonderful, long-forgotten book of memoirs. 

Late in life, Hertha Pauli regularly travelled 

between her new home in New York and  

her birthplace. She became a witness of  

a period – one that has shaped European  

culture, if not the world, today.

HERTHA PAULI

B A C K L I S T  H I G H L I G H T S  M E M O I R

Sales 

Croatia (Leykam International), France (Liana Levi), 

Spain (Trapisonda) Hertha Pauli

was born in 1906 in Vienna and died in 1973 

in New York. She was a writer and an actress. 

After the annexation of Austria, she emigrated via 

Switzerland and France to the USA. She wrote 

novels, non-fiction and young adult literature and 

worked as a journalist. Her brother Wolfgang Pauli 

was the Nobel Prize laureate in Physics in 1945. 

The story of her escape, Der Riss der Zeit geht 

durch mein Herz, was published by Zsolnay  

in 1970.

• The rediscovery of a forgotten book

»What a coura- 
geous woman! 
What an enchan-
ting book.«  
From the Afterword by Karl-Markus Gauß 

»Only a woman could write 

this book, which is under-

standing and forgiving,  

yet as exciting as a crime 

thriller.«  
Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung



M O R E  Q U O T E S  A N D  P R A I S E

»Hertha Pauli describes the 

chaos of the French defeat 

with the coolness of a proven 

war reporter. […] An eventful 

and moving story. […]  

Reading The Rift of Time 

Runs Through My Heart 

helps us understand the  

difficulties refugees become 

caught up in. Especially in 

times when refugeeism and 

migration once again deter-

mine the lives of millions  

of people. «  Wolfgang Stenke, WDR3-Lesestoff

»Hertha Pauli’s 
memories are not 
only exceptional 
– they are heart-
breaking.« André Heller

»The remarkable 
rediscovery of an 
unjustly forgotten 
author.« Sabine Dultz, Münchner Merkur

»Pauli endured disturbing ex-

periences and observed them 

keenly in her writing with all 

the verve and boldness of an 

eyewitness, rich in dialogue 

and at the urgent pace of real-

life events. […] Undoubtedly  

a captivating, convincing  

key work, written honestly 

and directly.« Eberhard Falcke. SWR2 lesenswert

»We can only be grate-

ful that this memoir has 

been reprinted. The  

theme of fleeing war  

and persecution are 

highly topical, not only 

in light of recent global 

events. Apart from that, 

it’s an impressive work 

due to its humane power, 

objective presentation, 

and modesty.«  
 Jan Koneffke, Neue Zürcher zeitung

»Pauli’s thoughts 
and political 
arguments are 
brilliant, and 
her European 
longing for cul-
ture and beauty 
was insatiable.«  
Bernd Noack, Nürnberger Nachrichten

»Hertha Pauli’s writing is 

without vanity or showi-

ness. However, the drama 

of this era continually 

surfaces between the 

cracks, and is revealed 

in her brief remarks and 

incisive, lively dialogues.« 
Carsten Hueck, Deutschlandfunk
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Mircea Cartarescu

Melancolia 

(Original Romanian 

Title: Melancolia)

Stories

272 pages

September 2022

In this book about childhood and adoles-

cence, Mircea Cartarescu explores major 

themes like loneliness, separation and love.

When his mother goes shopping, her five- 

year-old son is convinced that she won’t  

return. He first explores the apartment, then 

the nearby rubber factory, and eventually 

dreams of living in the Concordia department 

store. To cure his little sister’s illness, Marcel 

goes on a nightly trip to the »fox’s den,« the 

place she is most afraid of. Year after year, 

Ivan has to sort out the clothes that have  

become too small for him. When he meets 

Dora and falls in love with her, he wonders  

if girls need to change their skin too.

MIRCEA CARTARESCU

Sales 

(Original Romanian Edition: Humanitas)

Denmark (Palomar), France (Noir sur Blanc),  

Greece translation rights (under negotiation),  

Italy (Nave di Teseo), Slovakia (Brak), Sweden 

(Bonniers), Spain (Impedimenta) 

Mircea Cartarescu 

was born in 1956 in Bucharest. His work has 

been translated into many languages and won 

many prizes, among them the Leipzig Book Award 

for European Understanding (2015), and more 

recently the Premio Formentor und the Thomas 

Mann-Prize (2018). Zsolnay published the Orbitor 

trilogy – Orbitor I (2007), Orbitor II (2011), Orbitor 

III (2014), the story collection Die schönen Fremden 

(2016) and the novel Solenoid (2019). 

• The new book by Romanian’s  

  most renowned writer

• Allegories of love, loneliness, separation

• International bestselling author

• Recipient of the prestigious  

  Premio FIL 2022

»Cartarescu has 
the imagination of 
a big child and the 
linguistic skills  
of an old master.«  
Malte Herwig, Der Spiegel

»It is difficult to  
escape the creative 
pull of Cartarescu’s 
prose.«  
Ulrich M. Schmid, Neue Zürcher Zeitung

˘ ˘

˘ ˘

˘ ˘

˘ ˘

˘ ˘

˘ ˘

B A C K L I S T  H I G H L I G H T S  F I C T I O N
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Konrad Paul Liessmann 

born 1953 in Villach, is professor emeritus of 

Philosophy at the University of Vienna. Last 

published by Zsolnay: Geisterstunde. Die Praxis 

der Unbildung (2014), Bildung als Provokation 

(2017) and Alle Lust will Ewigkeit, Mitternächtliche 

Versuchungen (2021). Last published by Hanser 

together with Michael Köhlmeier: Wer hat dir 
gesagt, dass du nackt bist, Adam? Mythologisch-

philosophische Verführungen (2016).

Konrad Paul Liessmann 

Alternative Facts  

and Other Lies

Essay. 256 pages

February 2023A pithy, provocative contribution  

to the topics of our time:

• Fake news

• Conspiracy theories

• Filter bubbles

Half-truths, social bubbles, propaganda,  

euphemisms, fake news and conspiracy  

theories – all synonyms for lies. They’re so 

shrill we can’t escape seeing or hearing  

them in the media and public discourse. In  

this maze of information, you need a sharp  

eye and a keen ear to discern the truth.

Konrad Paul Liessmann dissects the  

present with an objective gaze and gentle irony, 

as well as steadfast commitment and great 

seriousness. He acknowledges the restrictive 

conditions for the formulas of our time and 

discovers the signatures of our era in everyday 

thinking. Whether discussing political morals  

or social relations, the pandemic, climate  

change or shifting values, Liessmann unfolds a  

detailed panorama of our society and creates 

a mosaic of its fallacies and self-deceptions. 

KONRAD PAUL LIESSMANN

»A great thinker of our time, a uni- 
versal scholar who writes and talks 
about topics in a very informative, 
witty way.«  Nicola Steiner, SRF Literaturclub

Sales 

Selected backlist:

Theorie der Unbildung:  

Czech Republic (Academia), Japan (Hosei UP), 

Korea (HanulMPLus)



B A C K L I S T  H I G H L I G H T S  N O N - F I C T I O N / P O L I T I C S  &  S O C I E T Y

F
o

to
 ©

: Z
so

ln
a

y 
V

e
rl

a
g

Isolde Charim

was born in Vienna, studied philosophy in Vienna 

and Berlin, and works as a freelance journalist 

and columnist for the taz and the Falter. In 2006, 

she received the City of Vienna’s journalism prize. 

Her book Myself and Others. How Pluralisation 

Changes Us All, for which she received the  

Philosophical Book Prize 2018 was published  

by Zsolnay. In 2022, she received the Austrian 

State Prize for Cultural Journalism.

Isolde Charim

The Agonies  

of Narcissism

On Voluntary  

Submission

256 pages

September 2022

• Up-to-date analysis 

• Gets to the bottom of the division 

   of society

• One of Austria’s most important 

  intellectual voices

Why do we surrender to circumstances? Or in 

Spinoza’s words: How is it that »people fight 

for their servitude as if it were for their salva-

tion«? This question must be asked over and 

over again – but especially in times of crisis 

and uncertainty. The answer today is surely: 

that Narcissism is a social requirement of every 

individual: You must become more than you 

are – you must become your ideal. But what 

does it mean for society if an anti-social  

principle becomes the dominant ideology? 

Isolde Charim explains with impressive  

clarity why we voluntarily submit to  

the »Agonies of Narcissism.«

ISOLDE CHARIM

»Charim makes things visible that we all realise but don’t 

fully understand.« Sieglinde Geisel, Westdeutscher Rundfunk

»A spectacular analysis of who we really are – as opposed to 

who we think we are. We are all narcissists – and we can't 

change that until we understand it. A must-read.« taz FUTURZWEI

Sales 

Korea (Minumsa), Netherlands (Athenaeum/Polak 

& Van Gennep), Spain (Bauplan) 
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Ernst Strouhal

was born in 1957, is a professor at the University 

of Applied Arts Vienna, a writer and a journalist. 

He received the Austrian State Prize for Cultural 

Journalism in 2010 and has worked on exhibitions, 

including Ein Lied der Vernunft (Jewish Museum 

of the City of Vienna 1996) and Spiele der Stadt 

(Wien Museum 2011). His most recent publications 

are: Die Welt im Spiel. Atlas der spielbaren Land-

karten (2015), Böse Briefe. Zur Geschichte des 

Drohens und Erpressens (together with Christoph 

Winder, 2017) and Gespräch mit einem Esel. 

Vom Lesen mit dem Daumen (2019).

Ernst Strouhal 

Four Sisters 

Distant Vienna,  

Foreign World

416 pages with photos

August 2022

• For readers of Edmund de Waal's 

  The Hare with Amber Eyes

• Four strong women

• Draws on previously unknown  

  documents (letters, diaries, notes)

• Connections to Karl Kraus  

  and Elias Canetti

Gerda, Friedl, Ilse and Susanne were  

the daughters and granddaughters of Moriz 

Benedikt, the famous editor of the powerful 

Neue Freie Presse, of which Karl Kraus was 

a fierce critic. Elias Canetti lived in the same 

neighbourhood as the Benedikt family. He did 

not escape the gazes of the Benedikt  

daughters, who invited him to the salon.  

The annexation of Austria put an end to this  

privileged lifestyle, but the four sisters  

managed to escape. Scattered in all  

directions, they remained connected  

through emigration, war and the post-war era.  

Ernst Strouhal retells a story of irretrievable 

culture, thereby giving his own mother  

and three aunts a voice.

ERNST STROUHAL

The story of 
an eminent 
Viennese 
family in 
the 20th 
century 

Sales 

All rights available




