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Milica Vučković
was born in 1989 in Belgrade and studied paint- 

ing. She has received multiple awards for her 

literary work. The Fatal Outcome of Athletics  

Injuries is the first of her novels to be published 

in German.

Milica Vučković
The Fatal Outcome  

of Athletics Injuries

(Original Serbian title:  

Smrtni ishod atletskih 

povreda)

192 pages

March 2025

• A frank novel that highlights the  

  complex techniques of manipulation

• Exposes patriarchal patterns in which 

  women are taught to suffer and accept  

  that love must hurt 

• Prizewinner of the best Serbian- 

  language novel 

Eva is still young when her son is born  

and she starts to raise him on her own.  

But when she meets Victor, she believes  

she has found the love of her life. He is a  

journalist and writer who impresses Eva with 

his eloquence and great theories. However, 

his other qualities soon emerge: he is a  

brilliant manipulator and a sociopath, unrea-

sonably jealous and quick to anger. And  

once he manages to lure Eva to Germany, 

things go from bad to worse.

Milica Vučković’s extraordinary novel  

was a bestseller in her home country  

due to its witty, relentless deconstruction  

of the romanticized notion of love.

Sales

(Original Serbian edition: Booka, Belgrade), 

France (Éditions Bleu et Jaune)

MILICA VUČKOVIĆ

F I C T I O N

»Milica Vučković tells a 

story that is far too realis-

tic, terrible and enjoyable 

to read, making it all the 

more terrible! You’re in  

for a ride!«  Barbi Marković

»Totally hilarious… Despite the 

painful and delicate nature of  

the subject, Serbian author Milica 

Vučkoviććhas written a funny book 

about emotional abuse and male 

psychological terror against women. 

It's a screaming comedy, written  

in a language of elegant tension, 

with a nasty surprise lurking on 

almost every page.«  
Franz Haas, Neue Zürcher Zeitung

English sample 
translation  
available
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Marko Dinić
was born in 1988 in Vienna and spent his child-

hood and youth in Belgrade. He studied German 

Philology and Jewish Cultural History in Salzburg. 

Zsolnay published his first novel Die guten Tage 

in 2019.

Marko Dinić
The Book of Faces

464 pages

August 2025 
• A story that spans a century 

  of European history 

• Contemporary Holocaust writing,  

  following on from a generation of  

  historical witnesses

Belgrade 1942: On the day that occupied 

Serbia is declared »free of Jews«, Isak Ras 

ventures through the city one last time to clear 

up the unsolved mystery of his past. What  

happened to his mother who disappeared 

without a trace 21 years ago? Were the  

anarchists Rosa and Milan involved? Or the 

mysterious doppelgangers roaming the city?

In eight chapters told from eight different 

perspectives in this epic novel, the solution to 

Isak’s complex mystery is gradually revealed. 

Marko Dinić has delivered an impressive  

book that spans the history of Serbia 

and Europe in the twentieth century. His  

Book of Faces is a modern addition  

to the literary tradition of »literature of  

remembrance« and Holocaust writing.

MARKO DINIĆ

Sales 

All rights available

»A literary tour de force.«  
Christoph Schröder, Der Tagesspiegel

»The characters Marko 

Dinić writes about so lyri-

cally are not lost among  

the horrors of history. Their  

hopes and struggles are  

rendered visible through 

the power of literature.«  
Clemens Meyer

English sample 
translation  
available
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Marco Wanda

That We Even Existed 

288 pages

August 2025

»What the heck – life is a holiday from being 

dead, and even though we were clueless about 

most things, this felt like life.« On the road with 

Marco Wanda! The lead singer and songwriter 

of the cult band Wanda has written a book. His 

story reveals how he found success – and the 

price he had to pay for it, paints a portrait of 

Vienna and the people who define the city, and 

a band who have become »a living cult.«

A captivatingly honest book about a man who 

has achieved more than he could ever imagine 

– and survived. A major, profound book about 

death and loss, music and friendship.

MARCO WANDA

F I C T I O N

Marco Wanda

was born in 1987 in Vienna. He studied creative 

writing at the University of Applied Arts in Vienna 

and is the lead singer and songwriter of the cult 

rock ‘n’ roll band Wanda.

• A literary self-portrait and  

  searingly honest memoir

• The Austrian answer to Oasis

»It hadn’t even 
started, and I  
already never 
wanted it to 
stop.«

»Perhaps the last 

major rock ‘n’ roll 

band of our  

generation.«
Musikexpress

Sales 

All rights available 



Michael Köhlmeier

Dornhelm

Novel of a Biography 

288 pages

September 2025

It all started with Grace Kelly who did the 

voiceover for Robert Dornhelm’s first film, 

which was then nominated for an Oscar 

in 1977. It all started in a small house that 

Dornhelm rented for Michael Köhlmeier in 

Hollywood so that he could develop screenplay 

material. And now, Dornhelm – an Austrian film 

director with Romanian roots – and writer  

Köhlmeier have been friends for over forty  

years. They took thirteen days to tell each 

other the stories that appear in this book – 

stories that will reduce you to tears or have 

you laughing out loud. They talk about where 

they’ve come from and where they’ve ended 

up, about capitalists and communists,  

beautiful mothers and absent fathers, and  

often reference films, actors and books. This  

is a short history of cinema and a long,  

winding tale about life.

F I C T I O N

Michael Köhlmeier was born in 1949 in Hard 

am Bodensee and lives in Hohenems/Vorarlberg 

and Vienna. He has received numerous awards. 

Hanser recently published his novels Das Philo-

sophenschiff (2024) and Die Verdorbenen (2025).

Robert Dornhelm was born in 1947 in Timișoara 

(Romania) and emigrated to Vienna with his family 

in 1961. Since 1977, he has divided his time as a 

film director between Hollywood and Europe. His 

most famous films include Echo Park (1986) and 

Anne Frank – The Whole Story (2001). Rise of the 

Raven, his TV series about the army commander 

János Hunyadi, premiered in 2025. 

• Robert Dornhelm’s films are  

  known to millions

• In the vein of François Truffaut’s  

  Hitchcock

• More than just a book: an adventurous 

  romp through life, film, and literature

MICHAEL KÖHLMEIER

Sales

All rights available
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»Whatever 
the truth is, 
the stories 
are more  
wonderful.« 
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Susanne Gregor

Half Lives 

192 pages

January 2025

Clara has died during a hiking accident.  

The only person with her was Paulína, the  

Slovakian woman Klara hired after her 

mother’s stroke. At last, Klara’s mother was 

taken care of. Klara was able to dedicate her-

self to her career again and her husband could 

enjoy his freedom. Meanwhile, Paulína’s own 

children were being cared for by her mother-

in-law in Slovakia. It was all so wonderfully 

organized, so simple. Paulína was everyone’s 

darling, and they thanked her with generous 

gifts for her services and overtime. Wasn’t  

she more like a friend? Klara and Paulína  

liked each other from the start, yet in the  

end, things turned sour. The two women  

tried to understand each other, but  

without meaning to, they crossed lines.  

In her captivating novel, Susanne Gregor subtly 

illustrates how often misunderstandings occur, 

and how the gap between people widens  

even when their intentions are good. In clear,  

unaffected language, she addresses major 

issues that concern us all and explores the 

theme of inequality, specifically between  

two women and two lives.

SUSANNE GREGOR

B A C K L I S T  H I G H L I G H T S  F I C T I O N

Susanne Gregor

born in 1981 in Žilina (Czechoslovakia), moved to 

Austria with her family in 1990 and now lives in 

Vienna. She has received multiple awards for her 

literary work. Her most recent novels are: Das 

letzte rote Jahr (2019) and Wir werden fliegen 

(2023).

• On the balancing act between  

  work and family, and between  

  different cultures

• A poignant literary exploration  

  of pressing current issues 

• For readers of Birgit Birnbacher  

  and Daniela Krien

»With psycho-
logical precision, 
Susanne Gregor 
sheds light on  
foreignness and 
alienation.«
Katja Gasser, ORF

Sales 

Croatia (Leykam International), Slovakia (Literárna Bašta) 
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Amira Ben Saoud

born in Waidhofen/Thaya in 1989, studied 

classical philology, art history and comparative 

literature in Vienna. She was formerly the editor-

in-chief of the pop culture magazine The Gap 

and cultural editor at Der Standard. Schweben  

is her first novel.

Amira Ben Saoud

Adrift

192 pages

March 2025• Adrift explores relationships, not  

  least the most potentially dangerous 

  one – the one we have with ourselves

• An intensely atmospheric, cool debut

• For readers of Margaret Atwood

Violence no longer seems to exist; climate 

change has long since taken its course. An  

ominous quiet has settled over the remote com-

munity in which the female narrator lives. She  

no longer remembers her own name. To earn  

a living, she imitates women whose relatives are 

unable to get over the loss of their lover, wife or 

daughter. Then, during a new assignment, her 

world starts to teeter. Who is Emma, the latest 

woman she has been asked to impersonate? Are 

strange phenomena on the outskirts of the com-

munity an indication of its demise? And why is 

she so obsessed with becoming someone else?

Amira Ben Saoud’s writing is highly evocative. 

Underlying threats dissolve then intensify through- 

out her novel; in any case, the reader never feels 

completely safe, and right up until the end,  

we are never truly sure who the protagonist is.  

A captivating debut that poses fundamental  

questions about identity and relationships  

and how we deceive ourselves.

Sales

All rights available

AMIRA BEN SAOUD

B A C K L I S T  H I G H L I G H T S  F I C T I O N

»An uncannily calm 

novel about the existen-

tial ordeals people go 

through.« Clemens J. Setz

»Ben Saoud tackles  

the major issues of our 

time in this densely 

narrated and capti-

vating debut: climate 

catastrophe, migration, 

identity … This novel 

definitely won’t leave 

you cold.«  
Amira El Ahl, Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung

English sample 
translation  
available

Selected by 
 New books 
in German



The adventurous story of  
the conquest of the North Pole

The new historical novel by  
the award-winning author of  
The Raft of the Medusa and  

The Conquest of America

»With irony and sometimes grotesque wit, Franzobel tells 

 a saga about a real life antihero that could take place 

 in a similar way today.« Jürgen Deppe, NDR Kultur

»Franzobel has written a bitterly funny novel.«  
Katharina Teutsch, Die Zeit

»A plea for diversity and openness that is both  

thematically and linguistically extremely successful.  

No reader will be left cold by this text.« Andreas Puff-Trojan, Münchner Merkur

»A wonderful, sad, evil and above all human novel  

about the adventures and terrors of ice and darkness.« 
  Bernd Noack, Nürnberger Nachrichten
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Franzobel

A Hundred Words  

for Snow

526 pages

February 2025

In 1897, the American North Pole explorer and 

adventurer Robert Peary returned home from his 

Greenland expedition with two major attractions: 

the largest meteorite known at the time and a 

nine-year-old Inuit named Minik. Minik became a 

major attraction throughout the country. His story, 

from his early origins to his baptism and later 

path through life – schooling, foster parents,  

return to Greenland, alienation, and eventual 

return to the US – made headlines.

Franzobel illustrates the gulf between the  

›civilized‹ world and an indigenous people, which 

has become one of the most critical concerns of 

the day, not least because of debates on migra-

tion. Minik, the novel’s protagonist and a real-life 

person, serves as an example in this nuanced 

portrayal of post-colonialism. His fate shows 

the struggle for survival of an almost completely 

extinct indigenous people.

FRANZOBEL

B A C K L I S T  H I G H L I G H T S  F I C T I O N

Sales 

Croatia (Leykam International) 

The Raft of the Medusa:

Denmark (Turbine), France (Flammarion),  

Italy (Saggiatore), Norway (Cappelen Damm),  

Romania (Europress)

Franzobel

born 1967, is one of Austria's most popular writers. 

He is the recipient of numerous awards including 

the Ingeborg Bachmann Prize (1995), the Arthur 

Schnitzler Prize (2002) and the Nicolas Born Prize 

(2017). Most recent publications by Zsolnay are 

the novels Das Floß der Medusa which was short-

listed for the German book prize 2017 and won 

the Bavarian Book Prize in 2017, Die Eroberung 

Amerikas (2021) and Einsteins Hirn (2023).

• An epic about the beauty of nature, 

  shattered by the egotism of Western 

  civilization 

• The fate of Minik, who was brought  

  to New York as an attraction, when he 

  was 9 years old, is a nuanced example 

  of post-colonialism

»In February, 
frost crept into 
our ears, the 
wind had sharp 
teeth, the pow-
dery snow was 
not suitable  
for building  
an igloo.« 

Selected by 
 New books 
in German



Friedl Benedikt

Waiting in the Snow 

Outside Your Door 

Edited by Fanny Ester-

házy and Ernst Strouhal

336 pages with pictures

February 2025

Friedl Benedikt was not only a courageous 

woman and a scintillating author; she was 

also vivacious, energetic, curious and  

determined. Elias Canetti described the young 

woman, whom he met in Vienna in 1936, as  

»a born storyteller.« Until her early death in 

1953, he was her teacher, lover and soul-

mate whom he urged to »write every day.«  

She followed his advice, also in London, where 

they were both forced into emigration by  

Nazi Germany’s annexation of Austria.  

In England, she published three novels  

under the pseudonym Anna Sebastian,  

but her best work was found among  

Canetti’s estate and is published here for 

the first time: a testimony of encounters with 

friends and strangers, street and pub scenes, 

trips through post-war Europe, and love  

stories. A remarkable discovery.

B A C K L I S T  H I G H L I G H T S  F I C T I O N

Friedl Benedikt was born in Vienna in 1916. 

She was the granddaughter of Moriz Benedikt 

who was the editor of the Neue Freie Presse until 

1934. After Nazi Germany’s annexation of Austria, 

she emigrated to Great Britain in 1938, where she 

published three novels between 1944 and 1950. 

She died in 1953 in Neuilly near Paris.

Fanny Esterházy born 1959, lives and works as a 

freelance editor, translator and publisher in Vienna. 

Ernst Strouhal born 1957, is a professor at the 

University of Applied Arts Vienna, as well as  

an author, journalist and the nephew of Friedl 

Benedikt. His book Vier Schwestern. Fernes Wien, 

fremde Welt was published in 2022. 

• The remarkable discovery of  

  a great author

• A portrait of a society and women 

  during this era

• First publication

»You are a 
born story- 
teller.« Elias Canetti

»A striking portrait of Lon-

don during World War II. 

Waiting in the Snow Outside 

your Door is one of those 

books that demonstrates 

why rediscoveries of women 

are playing such a signi-

ficant role in the literary 

world right now.«
 Anna Vollmer, Frankfurter Allgemeine Sonntagszeitung

FRIEDL BENEDIKT

Sales

Croatia (Leykam International) 
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translation  
available
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Konrad Paul Liessmann  

What Now?

A Philosophy of Crisis

240 pages

September 2025

We are living in a time of multiple crises. So 

far, so bad. But how do these crises show up 

in our lives? Which aspects of our thoughts, 

actions and lifestyles are affected? And do  

crises unlock new possibilities, as many  

believe? One thing is clear: when crises hit, 

there’s no such thing as »business as normal«. 

Konrad Paul Liessmann unfolds the panorama 

of our crisis-ridden world and takes an uner-

ring look at the institutions, beliefs, emotions 

and ways of thinking that are now available to 

us. His subject matter – which is both disturb- 

ing and thought-provoking – ranges from the 

crisis of freedom to the crisis of morality. Yet 

every crisis centres on one question: Will 

things be decided for us, or will we decide?

KONRAD PAUL LIESSMANN

Konrad Paul Liessmann  

was born in Villach in 1953. He is a Professor 

Emeritus of Philosophy at the University of Vienna, 

as well as an essayist, literary critic and cultural 

journalist. He has received the Austrian Book 

Trade’s Honorary Prize for Tolerance and the 

Wilhelm Hartel Prize from the Austrian Academy 

of Sciences, among numerous other awards. His 

most recent books are: Alle Lust will Ewigkeit. 

Mitternächtliche Versuchungen (2021) and Lauter 

Lügen (2023).

• A life-saving read in difficult times

• Every crisis centres on one question: 

  Will things be decided for us, or will  

  we decide?

Sales 

All rights available

»A great thinker 

of our time, who 

writes and talks 

about topics in 

an incredibly  

informative,  

profound way.«
Nicola Steiner, SRF
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Nina Schedlmayer

Hitler’s Queer Artist

The Painter and Soldier 

Stephanie Hollenstein 

320 pages  

with illustrations

September 2025

What should we make of a tough woman from 

a farming family, who fought in the First World 

War disguised as a soldier, battled her way 

into the Munich Academy of Applied Arts,  

earned her living as an expressionist painter, 

was openly lesbian, co-founded a feminist 

group of female artists – only to join the  

NSDAP and write anti-Semitic texts?

Against the backdrop of today’s contradictory 

world, culture journalist Nina Schedlmayer tells 

the story of Stephanie Hollenstein (born 1886 

in Lustenau/ Vorarlberg, died 1944 in Vienna). 

And her story is as gripping as a novel.

NINA SCHEDLMAYER

Nina Schedlmayer 

studied art history in Vienna and completed her 

doctorate in Art Literature under National Socia-

lism. She is editor-in-chief of the culture magazine 

morgen, writes for the Handelsblatt, Weltkunst and 

Parnassus, among others, and runs the artemisia 

blog on art and feminism. In 2017, she received 

the first Austrian State Prize for Art Criticism.

• On how many artists became  

  entangled with Nazi ideology

• Hollenstein’s denial of her own  

  life experience

• A gifted expressionist artist –  

  unjustly forgotten? 

Sales 

All rights available

»The riveting 
portrait of a 
controversial 
artist that could 
not be more  
topical«  
VALIE EXPORT
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Paul Lendvai

Who Am I?

128 pages

July 2025

Ninety-six-year-old Paul Lendvai is Austrian, 

Hungarian, Jewish and European. What  

defines his identity? Born in Budapest,  

he only just managed to survive the  

Holocaust. In 1953, he was imprisoned for 

being a »Trotskyist« and then banned from his 

profession; in 1957, he escaped to Austria. He 

then settled there and established himself as 

an international journalist. In his new book, he 

integrates biographical and analytical topics, 

as well as domestic and European politics. 

Despite his criticism of Viktor Orbán, he still 

feels a strong connection to Hungary. And, 

as anti-Semitism resurges around the world, 

he feels an even closer affinity to the Jewish 

diaspora joined by fate. His writing makes  

it clear that identity consists of many facets 

and that these together form the essence  

of any human being.

PAUL LENDVAI

Paul Lendvai 

was born in 1929 in Budapest and has lived in 

Vienna since 1957. He was the director of the  

ORF European Studio and is a columnist for the 

daily newspaper Der Standard. He has won  

numerous prizes and awards. Most recent publica-

tions are: Die verspielte Welt. Begegnungen und 

Erinnerungen. In 2024 Zsolnay published Über  

die Heuchelei.

• Legendary journalist Paul Lendvai –  

  a historical witness of the century 

• A Hungarian, Austrian, European and 

  a Jew – what does identity mean?

Sales 

All rights available

»Who is Paul Lendvai? 

An Austrian patriot  

with Jewish roots and  

a Hungarian accent.  

A survivor of the Shoah 

and two dictatorships. 

A world-class European 

journalist. A historical 

witness who has doubts, 

faults, insights, and  

almost a century of  

experience. What a life 

he has led!«  
Armin Wolf
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LAURA WIESBÖCK

DIGITAL 
DIAGNOSES

What does it say about a society 

when grief is automatically  

              classified as an illness?

Are people with mental illness less 

responsible for their behaviour?

      Nowadays, feelings have become  

          the moral basis for actions.

Being healthy is no longer just a state, 

but the result of an active decision.

Trauma, trigger & toxic 

– the inflationary use of 

psychological terms.

How social networks  

encourage a culture that is easily  

scandalized and quick to judge.
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Laura Wiesböck  

Digital Diagnoses 

The Mental Health Trend 

in Social Media

176 pages

January 2025

Life crises, emotional damage and periods 

of low output have always been a part of the 

human condition. But in the digital age, states 

like these are being pathologized with ever 

greater determination. Social media platforms 

are filled with psychiatric diagnoses. Terms 

like »trauma«, »trigger« and »toxic« are used in 

an inflationary manner. Self-diagnoses and 

those of others are routinely fired off. But  

where is the dividing line between the  

removal of taboos and glamourisation?  

Sociologist Laura Wiesböck precisely  

analyses the causes and consequences  

of the mental health trend.  

A topical book that makes a plea for us  

to tolerate emotional ambivalence.

LAURA WIESBÖCK

Laura Wiesböck  

born 1987, has a doctorate in sociology and heads 

the Digitalization and Social Transformation group 

at the Institute for Advanced Studies Vienna. 

Besides writing scientific articles, she regularly 

participates in public discourse (SZ, Die Zeit, Der 

Standard). She has received numerous awards 

for her work, including the Käthe Leichter Prize 

and the Theodor Körner Prize. In 2018, her book 
In besserer Gesellschaft. Der selbstgerechte Blick 

auf die Anderen was published.

• How current trends lead to more  

  and more psychiatric diagnoses

• Why we as a society should try  

  to tolerate more ambivalence

»Laura  

Wiesböck is 

brimming with 

eloquence and 

arguments.«
Thekla Dannenberg, Der Freitag

Sales 

 Korea (Simple Life) 

English sample 
translation  
available

B A C K L I S T  H I G H L I G H T S  N O N - F I C T I O N / P O L I T I C S  &  S O C I E T Y


